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Tangail district administration yesterday started placing demarcation pillars along the Louhajang river in Tangail 

municipality area. They also marked illegal establishments with red ‘cross’ marks. The demarcation work will 

continue till February 21 and removal of illegal structures will start on February 23.    PHOTO: STAR

Cassia-leaf farming 
gaining popularity
About 60 farmers in Jhenidah’s Kaliganj upazila are now cultivating 
the item on commercial basis
AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

Commercial cultivation of cassia-
leaf, locally called tejpata, is gaining 
popularity day by day in Jhenidah’s 
Kaliganj upazila as the item gives 
good profit compared to other crops.

Farmers in the upazila are counting 
a good profit and earning additional 
income by cultivating the item, used 
as spice for adding to flavour and 
taste to dishes, as it needs a little 
investment but has a high demand 
among consumers.

According to Kaliganj Upazila 
Agriculture Office, this year cassia-leaf 
is being cultivated in 30 bighas of land 
in the upazila.

Farmer Abul Kalam Azad of Sundarpur 
village said he has been cultivating cassia-
leaf for the last four years. 

This year he cultivated the item on 
35 decimals of land and there are 130 
plants in his plot. 

He applies fertilizer on his plot two 
times a year, he said, adding that the 
leaves of a tree sell twice a year.  

He gets 25 to 30 kilogram of 
leaves from each cassia trees and sell 
the produce at Tk 70 to Tk 80 per 
kilogram, Azad said.

Leaves can be harvested after two 
years of planning the tree, he added.

Azad said he got 23 maunds of 
leaves from his 130 cassia plants 
in 2019.   

Another Jahid Hasan of Durgapur 
village said he cultivated cassia-leaf on 
one bigha of land spending Tk 12,000 
this last year.  

He has already sold the produce 
at Tk 55,000 till January 10 and is 
expecting to get Tk 20,000 more from 
selling the item this month.

Kaliganj Upazila Agriculture Officer 
Jahidul Karim said about 60 farmers 
in the upazila are now engaged in 
cassia-leaf cultivation. 

Nowadays, farmers are getting 
more interested in cassia-leaf farming 
as it required a very little cost but gives 
good profit, he said, adding that, a 
matured cassia-tree can produce 40 to 
45 kilograms of leaves a year.

A farmer at Kadirkol village in Jhenidah‘s Kaliganj upazila looks after his cassia tree. The photo was taken 

about a week ago. PHOTO: STAR

DEATH OF 2 STUDENTS IN ROAD CRASH

Fellows demand road safety
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Students of different Medical Assistant 
Training School (MATS) in Tangail took to 
the town streets on Monday in solidarity 
with the deaths of their two fellows in a 
road accident on Sunday and demanding 
safe road.

Wearing black badges, several hundred 
students of different government and non-
government institutions brought out a 
procession from Tangail General Hospital 
area around 11:00am that paraded different 
streets in the town. 

Later, they formed a human chain in 
front of Tangail Press Club. 

Protesting the deaths of two 
diploma internees at Tangail General 
Hospital, speakers at the rally 
said, nowadays, many having no 
institutional training are engaged in 

professional driving which is causing 
fatal road accidents often.

They also demanded arrest and capital 
punishment of the bus driver responsible 
for the deaths of their two fellows.

Meanwhile, police from Bangabandhu 
Bridge East Police Station arrested the 
culprit bus driver Shahinul Islam, 25, from 
Gaibandha’s Gobindaganj upazila early 
yesterday.

Mentionable, two diploma internee 
doctors -- Mayeen Uddin Hameem Turjya, 
25, of Laxmipur Sadar upazila, and Sadia 
Islam Nodi, 26, of Gazipur’s Kapasia 
upazila -- went on a tour at the east end 
of Bangabandhu Bridge on Sunday, when 
a Dhaka-bound passenger bus hit them 
while they were crossing the highway in 
Bhuapur upazila around 5:00pm, leaving 
them dead.    

DEATH OF COUPLE

Murder case 
filed in Faridpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Fairdpur

A case has been filed 
against unidentified people 
in connection with the 
death of a married couple 
in Faridpur Sadar upazila.

The deceased were 
identified as Rajib Biswas, 
34, son of late Nirajan 
Biswas, and his wife 
Smriti Banik, 22, of Ujani 
village in Gopalganj’s 
Mukshudpur upazila. 
Rajib was a private tutor 
while Smriti studied 
at Government Saroda 
Sundari Mohila College.  

Niloy Banik, elder 
brother of Smriti Banik, 
yesterday filed the murder 
case with Faridpur Sadar 
Police Station, said 
Morshad Alam, officer-in-
charge (OC) of the police 
station. 

The couple used to 
live in a rented house at 
Puba Khabashpur in Sadar 
upazila. 

On information, police 
recovered the bodies of 
Rajib and Smriti from the 
house around 8:00pm on 
Monday.

Locals saw Rajib hanging 
from a ceiling fan and his 
wife on the bed through 
the window of the house 
and informed police. 

The OC suspects that 
Rajib strangled Smriti 
before hanging himself 
from the ceiling fan 
following a family feud.

The bodies were handed 
over to the family members 
after autopsy, said the 
police official.

Mother kills 
newborn for 
being female
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A woman allegedly 
killed her newborn for 
being female at Nohail 
village in Birganj upazila 
yesterday.  

Police said Kohinur 
Begum married Abdur 
Rahim five years ago. After 
two years of their marriage, 
Kohinur gave birth to a girl. 

She gave birth to a girl 
again at home yesterday 
noon. 

Kohinur later drowned 
the newborn in water of a 
bucket and fled the scene.

College girl 
found dead
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

Police recovered the body 
of a college girl in Bhaluka 
upazila on Monday night. 

The deceased, Proma 
Akter, 17, daughter of 
Mujibur Rahman of Medila 
village, was a second-
year student at Bhaluka 
Government Degree College. 

Quoting the deceased’s 
family members, police 
said Proma’s mother 
went out of the house on 
Monday evening, leaving 
Proma alone at home.

When Proma’s mother 
returned to the house 
around 9:00pm she found 
her daughter hanging from 
the ceiling of the house, the 
OC added.  


