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BOURSE BACK IN RED
Dhaka stocks ended its five-day rising streak yesterday, in what can be viewed as a correction of the 

excessive exuberance. The day started with the index gaining 59 points in the first hour, which led it to 
cross the psychological 4,800-mark. Turnover, another important indicator, crossed the Tk 1,000 crore-
mark for the first time since January 30, 2019 as bargain hunters continued to inject fresh funds into 

the market in anticipation of better return.   

TOP SECTORAL CONTRIBUTION
Sector

Bank

Pharma

Fuel & Power

Telecommunication

Engineering 

Change in Market cap (in %)

18.1

16.9

13.9

12.5

5.3

TOP TURNOVER
Company

Summit Power

LafargeHolcim 

Khulna Power

Orion Pharma

National Tubes

Daily average turnover (in cr Tk) 

53.31

24.95

22.95

18.55

18.35

TOP FIVE GAINERS
Company

ICB AMCL Sonali 1st Mutual Fund

CVO Petrochemical Refinery

MI Cement

Vanguard AML Rupali

ICB AMCL 3rd NRB Mutual Fund

Gain (in %)

10

9.94

9.83

9.80

9.09

TOP FIVE LOSERS
Company

Shyampur Sugar Mills

Sunlife Insurance

Hakkani Pulp 

Samata Leather

Silva Pharma

Loss (in %)

7.75

7.11

6.44

5.94

5.88

DSEX YESTERDAY

4,750

4,800

4,826.57
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DSEX fell to 4,740.40 points 
(down 27.73 points, or 
0.58%)

Daily average turnover rose to Tk 
1,021.34cr (increased Tk 44.95cr, 
or 4.6%)

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

...........................................................

The government yesterday approved 
four projects costing Tk 9,454 crore 
for facilitating transit of goods from 
India, Bhutan and Nepal, setting up 
internal business hubs and attracting 
foreign investment.

The projects were given the go-
ahead at yesterday’s meeting of 
Executive Committee of the National 
Economic Council (Ecnec), which 
was chaired by Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina.

One of the projects is on enhancing 
the Mongla port’s capacity at a cost 
of Tk 6,015 crore. Of the sum, India 
would provide Tk 4,459 crore as loan.

After the meeting, Planning 
Minister MA Mannan told journalists 
that they were encouraging the three 
neighbouring countries to avail transit 

facilities through the Mongla port.
The transit facility is already being 

provided for some goods and the 
volume will increase in future, he said.

As per the project proposal, lots 
of activities are taking place in the 
country’s southwest: a Dhaka-Mawa-
Mogla highway is being turned into a 
four-lane, an airport is being built in 
Khulna, a coal-based power plant in 
Rampal and special economic zones 
and an export processing zone in 
Mongla.

All of these will be completed 
by 2021, for which the Mongla port 
needs to be modernised and capacity 
enhanced through the addition of 
container terminals and handling and 
delivery yards, it said.

The second project is on 
modernising the river port of Paturia-
Daulatdia at a cost of Tk 1,351 crore. 

Once the Padma bridge is complete, 
the river port would solely be used to 
transport large volumes of goods as 
the movement of people would take 
place over the bridge. 

This would transform the area 
into a business hub, said the project 
proposal. 

Moreover, goods in transit to 
the three neighbouring countries 
would go through the port. In order 
to facilitate such movements, high-
rise terminal buildings alongside 
terminals would be built and the 
riverbed dredged.

The third project involves turning 
into four-lane a road connecting 
Anwara upazila of Chattogram to 
the approach road of the under-
construction Karnaphuli tunnel. This 
would take up Tk 407 crore.

*Area to become business hub after completion of Padma bridge

Daulatdia 

river port 

modernisation

Improved 

facilities for 

river traders

Cost: 

Tk 1,352cr

Duration: 

Mar’20 to Feb’23

*Local business activities to benefit from improved infrastructure

Development of 

approach road from 

Padma bridge to 

Shariatpur

Highway size: 

28.54 

kilometre 

(four-lane)

Cost: 

Tk 1,682cr

Duration: 

Jan’20 to Jan’22

*Increased local trade and transit facility for traders from India, Bhutan and Nepal

Modernisation of 

Mongla port

Loan from 

India: 

Tk4461cr

Cost: 

Tk 6,014cr

Duration: 

Jan’20 to Jun’24

*Will establish link from Chattogram Port via Karnaphuli Tunnel to Anwara, where economic zones 
such as the China industrial and Urea fertiliser zones will be constructed

Development of 

approach road from 

Karnaphuli Tunnel 

to Anwara

Size: 11.5 

kilometres

Cost: 

Tk 407cr

Duration:

 Jul’19 to Jun’20

Four projects to aid neighbouring 
transits, business hubs get nod

READ MORE ON B3

BTRC floats tender to block 
illegal handset import

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

...........................................................

Bangladesh Telecommunication 
Regulatory Commission (BTRC) 
yesterday floated a tender to purchase 
equipment for setting up a National 
Equipment Identity Register (NEIR) 
in a move to stop illegal import of 
mobile phones.  

The NEIR will be a central database 
for International Mobile Equipment 
Identity (IMEI), a unique 15-digit 
identification or serial number inbuilt 
in mobile phones or smartphones.

Once the database was up and 
running, the regulator will be able to 
control connectivity in the telecom 

network and block fake or cloned 
handsets, said officials related with 

the process.
Customers will also be able to check 

the authenticity of their handsets by 
sending an SMS to the database.

The telecom regulator has asked 
interested firms to place their bids by 
March 31.

The bidder must have a minimum 
seven years’ relevant experience and, 
in case of joint ventures, five years’, 
the tender reads.

The experience includes supplying 
and installing the NEIR or software 
solutions integrating mobile phone 
operators with the regulatory authority 
or government organisations.

READ MORE ON B3


