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With a huge number of people thronging the Amar Ekushey -

Boi Mela every day, the MA Aziz stadium in Chattogram
continues to wear a festive look.

The book fair began on February 10 on the stadium's
gymnasium field and will continue till the end of this
month.

The fair is being organised under the patronisation of
Chattogram City Corporation, said Councillor Nazmul
Haque Duke, also convener of the fair.

While visiting the book fair, this correspondent saw
book lovers of all ages swarming the stalls to choose their
favourites from an array of choices.

“So many collections... I'm yet to decide what to buy,”
said Shuvescha Ghosh. The Jamal Khan Road resident
visited the fair with her husband.

“I am a huge fan of Humayun Ahmed and I will
definitely buy some of his books to enrich my collection,”
she said, adding, “I'm also looking for books on travels.”

Although there was a huge rush, especially on the
weekend, no one seemed to mind.

Rubana Binte Kamal, a student of Chittagong College, ~
said, “There’s something magical about reading a new
book. It's like going on a great journey. You don't know -
what'll happen, but something is bound to change. And
for me, that change has always been good.”

“I never miss the opportunity to visit the book fair here
as it’s not possible for me to travel to Dhaka that often,”
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Visitors leaf through books at a stall at MA Aziz Stadium in Chattogram. With an array of selections, the Ekushey
book fair continues to attract bookworms of all ages.
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Sexual, HARASSMENT AT HAj1t DANESH UNIV

Asstt professor fired

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Ramzan Ali, assistant professor of Hajee Mohammad
Danesh Science and Technology University (HSTU)
in Dinajpur, has been terminated from his position
permanently for sexually harassing a student of his
department in 2017.

He was a faculty member of biochemistry and molecular
biology department of the university.

Regent Board, the highest decision making forum of
HSTU, took the decision at its 48th board meeting on
the campus on Saturday, in presence of 14 out of 19 of its
members and Vice Chancellor Dr M Abul Kashem as chair.

Several members of the board confirmed the decision
to The Daily Star. The board’s decision will be delivered to
Ramzan in written, said a member.

A section of teachers of HSTU and Dinajpur chapter of
Bangladesh Mabhila Parishad had long been demanding
Ramzan’s termination.

The university suspended Ramzan on July 30, 2018 after
a probe body found the allegation against him to be true.

Officials said a master’s student brought the allegations
against Ramzan in September 2017, accusing him of trying
to coerce her into an illicit relationship, and unfairly
grading her exams once she turned him down.

Eventually, the university launched a probe into the
allegation and found it true.

Asked, Ramzan said he did not know about the decision.

Five EXPELLED OVER RAGGING AT JKKNIU

Univ decides to revise
order following protest

Our CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Five students of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) were
expelled recently over ragging two freshmen.

Two first-year students, one of them female, were ragged by their seniors
in the name of “learning manners” last week. Upon finding the allegations
true, the university expelled Shayra Tasnim Anika and Tuama Nusrat Mim,
both second-year students of sociology; Md Zakir Hossain and Tanvirul
Islam of local government and urban development department, and Mehdi
Hasan, a third-year student of electrical and electronics engineering.

The university had formed a four-member anti-ragging committee
headed by Student Affairs Adviser Dr Sheikh Sujon Ali to investigate the
incident. They found the five students to be involved in ragging and the
decision to expel them was taken according to the probe committee’s
report, said the university’s registrar.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Seven language
heroes honoured

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Seven Language Movement veterans

from Sylhet were honoured for their
contributions to the 1952 demonstration,
in the city yesterday.

Sylhet City Corporation (SCC) and
sylhettoday24.com, an online news
portal, gave the honour by presenting
crests and sashes at a programme in a city
hotel.

Former finance minister AMA Muhith
was one of the seven.

The other six -- who were honoured
posthumously -- are former foreign
minister Abdus Samad Azad, Advocate
Monir Uddin Ahmed, Dr Md Haris
Uddin, comrade Asaddar Alj,
educationist Prof Sadruddin Ahmed

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2
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Encroachment 8yrs in the making

Unapproved company grabs canal land in Savar, continues sand filling

AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH, Savar

Savar’s Bamni Khal has almost gone
out of sight as people living nearby
gradually filled the canal with earth
and has been using it as farmland
over the years, with the authorities
concerned being nonchalant to save
the waterbody.

In the middle of it, an unauthorised
real estate company made the
situation worse by grabbing a large
part of its land, said locals.

The 2.5km Bamni Khal once
connected Karnopara canal a
Nogorkanda end and the Turag Rive
at Bazarpara end.

“Sugandha Property Development
Ltd” has been piling up sand at
Nogorkanda for eight years. Now, the
grabbed part would be 50 decimals,
said locals.

But, no one from the authorities
concerned knew about the situation
until residents informed them on
February 9.

On that day, a team from upazila
administration let off company
officials with reprimands. Executive
Magistrate Abdullah Al Mahfuz, also
assistant commissioner (land) in
Savar, led the drive. The Daily Star
witnessed the raid from beginning to
end.

The team asked the Sugandha
authorities to remove the sand, but
did not set any deadline.

Talking to this correspondent,
locals said there is no sign of canal in
the area as its land has been used for
cultivation. Eventually, unscrupulous
people started grabbing it for
“development” activities, they added.

Jomir Uddin, a local, became
nostalgic while talking about the
waterbody. “We used to fish here and
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“Sugandha Property Development Ltd” has filled up a major portion of
Bamni Khal in Savar. The upazila administration recently set up a hamboo
pole to demarcate the canal land, which did little to stop the illegal activity.

transport goods on a regular basis,” he
said.

If the government takes steps to
re-excavate the waterbody, it would
benefit people, especially farmers for
irrigation, said the residents.

In addition, waterlogging would
ease to some extent, said local activists.
Poor monitoring and inaction by
the authorities are reasons behind
the canal'’s fate, said Shamsul Haque,
president of Savar Nodi o Poribesh
Unnayan Parishad.

The AC (land) team demarcated
the grabbed part of the dead canal
by putting up bamboos, which is not
enough, said locals. The entire canal
land should be marked to recover it,
they added.

Asked, Savar Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Parvezur Rahman said they
already started such demarcation
work. “We could not do so before as

we are busy with other administrative
activities,” he added.

Contacted, Selim Reza, secretary of
Sugandha Property Development Ltd,
said they did not grab the canal land.

On the other hand, AC (land)
Abdullah Al Mahfuz said, “They did
grab it. We will take legal action
against them if the sand is not
removed.”

Selim Reza claimed that a little
quantity of sand might have spilled
out on the government land from
ours. “We will remove those as soon
as possible.”

As of yesterday, a week after the
drive, the sand remained as it was.

When contacted over phone, Deputy
Commissioner of Dhaka Abu Saleh
Mohammad Ferdous Khan abruptly
hung up, saying, “Talk to me later.”

He did not respond to further calls.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

11 killed, 22 injured in road
accidents across country

STAR REPORT

Eleven people were killed in separate
road accidents across the country
in one day yesterday, according to
reports from our correspondents.

Among them, five people were
killed in two accidents at the two ends
of Bangabandhu bridge in Tangail and
Sirajganj.

In Sirajganj, three people were
killed and 20 injured after a speeding
bus hit a motorbike and plunged
into a ditch beside Dhaka-Bogura
highway in Talukber Bazar area under
Kamarkhand upazila.

Of the deceased, Shapla Khatun
(27) could be identified while
identities of the other two are yet
to be known, reports our Pabna

Sayed Sahid Alam, officer-in-charge
of Bangabandhu Bridge West Zone
Police Station, said the accident took
place around 1pm as the bus driver
lost control over the vehicle while
trying to save the bike.

The injured were taken to Sirajganj
General Hospital, he said.

In Tangail, two people were killed
when a bus ran them over at the east
end of Bangabandhu bridge near
Golchakkar in Bhuapur upazila.

Mayeen Uddin Hamim (25) and
Sadia Islam Nodi (26), students of
Medical Assistant Training School in
Tangail, died on the spot, said Jayed
Abdullah Bin Sarwar, sub-inspector
of Bangabandhu Bridge East Police
Station.

Police chased the bus down from

Kalihati upazila. They seized the bus
but its driver and helpers managed to
flee, SI Jayed added.

Protesting the accident, fellows
of the deceased blocked Tangail-
Mymensingh road in front of Tangail
General Hospital, demanding arrest
and capital punishment for the driver.

Students were demonstrating to
realise their demands till filing of this
report last night.

In Faridpur, two people were killed
as a motorbike they were riding
and a truck collided head-on at
Ghanshampur in Sadar upzaila.

Cattle traders Idris Paul (49) and
Monayam Hossain (41) died instantly,
said police.

Quoting locals, Md Belal Hossain,
SI of Sadar Police Station, said

correspondent. Kamakkhar intersection area in SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
Unidentified

body o COMMERCIAL
Narayanganj

Our CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj Please Call @ MI R P U R 1 1

Police recovered the body
of an unidentified man,

01847-052352
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aged around 35, from a

drain at Tetlabo of Rupganj 01B17-146233
upazila yesterday noon. .

Locals discovered the 01817-143881
body lying in the drain and Hotline

informed police. Later, law
enforcers went to the spot
around noon and recovered
the body, said Azhar Ali,
Inspector of Volta Police
Outpost.

The body was sent
to Narayanganj General
Hospital for autopsy.

“We have found no
injury marks on his
body,” Azhar said, adding
that filing of a case was
underway.

01885-000300

DOM-INNO

House 13, Road 7, Block F, Banani, Dhaka 1213

Ph-9871806-10, 9872167
sales@dominno-bd.com
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