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SCHOOL KIDS SUFFER, WHO CARES?
The premises of Buribhag Government Primary School in Natore’s Naldanga upazila hardly gives the impression of a ground meant for 

children’s assembly and play as the spot is being used for trade of sugarcane. Frequent movement of sugarcane-carrying vehicles like tractors, 

trolleys and carts poses risk for the kids, in addition to disturbing their classes, said Abdus Sattar, headmaster of the school. Grounds of nine 

schools in Natore are used as sugarcane purchase centres during October to March every year for long, said the stakeholders.  
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Over 100 trees, on both 

sides of two kilometres 

rail tracks near Chuadanga 

railway station, have 

recently been felled 

illegally. Bangladesh 

Railway had ordered to 

cut down branches of the 

trees so that train drivers 

can watch signal lights 

clearly. But a section 

of railway staffers with 

the connivance of some 

influential locals felled the 

trees. Later, the felled trees 

were sold to log traders, 

said sources at Chuadanga 

railway office. 
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Teacher shortage hampers 
classes in Bagerhat schools
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Classes at Bagerhat Government High 
School and Bagerhat Government 
Girls’ High School are hampered as 
the two important institutions in the 
district town are running with much 
less than required number of teachers. 

Eighteen hundred students, 
enrolled under morning and day 
shifts, are studying at Bagerhat 
Government High School but only 32 
teachers are now posted there against 
53 sanctioned posts. 

Twenty-one other posts, including 
those of the headmaster, one 
assistant headmaster, five teachers 
of  Bangla, two teachers of English, 
two of mathematics, one of Islamic 
studies, one of social science, two of 
physical science, two of biology, one 
of geography, two of business studies 
and one teacher of agricultural science 
are vacant.                    

Abu Sakline Mukut, a Class VII 

student of the school, said, “Although 
our teachers teach us with sincerity, 
the classes are not held regularly due 
to shortage of teachers. And so, we 
have to depend on private tutors.”

Abu Said Sunu, guardian of a 
student of the school, said sometimes 
the learners fail to understand the 
texts as classes of two sections are 
often held together due to shortage of 
teachers.

In Bagerhat Government Girls’ 
High School, 1883 students are 
studying in two shifts and there 
are approved posts of 53 teachers 
including the headmaster and two 
assistant headmasters. 

But only 27 teachers are currently 
working there while posts of 26 others, 
including two assistant headmasters, 
five teachers of Bangla, three of 
English, three of mathematics, three 
of physical science, three of social 
science, two of biology, two of Islamic 
studies, two of agricultural science, 

and one of fine arts are vacant. 
“We do not get lessons properly as 

only a teacher has to conduct classes 
for all the subjects under science 
group,” said Samia, a student of 
Class X.  

The acting headmaster of 
Bagerhat Government High 
School, Tapan Kumar Bishwas 
said, “As teaching is hampered 
due to shortage of teachers, I have 
notified the higher authorities of 
the education department and the 
deputy commissioner in writing.”

“A recruitment process is on to 
fill up vacant posts of teachers at 
government high schools. Hopefully, 
we will get several teachers when the 
process is complete.”

Bagerhat Deputy Commissioner 
Md Mamunur Rashid, also president 
of the managing committees of the 
two schools, said he has informed the 
authorities concerned to resolve the 
teacher shortage problem.

Villagers suffer as bridge lies 
broken for 3 years
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Hundreds of people have been suffering since a 
portion of the bridge on a canal connecting to 
the Sumeswari river in Netrakona’s Durgapur 
upazila collapsed over three years ago.

Especially school children and elderly 
people are the worst sufferers due to the 
communication problem, said Shahinoor Alam 
Saju, chairman of local Durgapur Sadar union 
parishad (UP). 

Due to collapse of the bridge, bordering 
villages --Bhawanipur and Narapara-- are 
virtually disconnected from the upazila 
headquarters, said locals. 

The onrush of hilly water damaged the bridge 
in 2016 but it is yet to be repaired, they said.  

Aminul Haque, headmaster of Uttar 
Farongpara Government Primary School, said 
there are some 150 students in the school. It is 
difficult for them to reach the school, especially 
in the rainy season.

As the school kids have to cross the canal on 
country boat amid risk of accident, students’ 
attendance in the institution has thin during 
monsoon, said the headmaster.

Kartik Chisim, a farmer of Bhawanipur 
village, said they have to face various problems 
to bring their goods to the markets of the upazila 

headquarters since the bridge became unfit to 
use about three years ago.

Abdul Alim Liton, upazila engineer of Local 
Government and Engineering Department 
(LGED), said they have already got a fund of Tk 
5 lakh from local upazila parishad to repair the 
broken portion of the bridge. 

But in April last year, they wrote to the higher 

authorities to construct an 80-feet-long concrete 
bridge there but no respond yet to come, said the 
LGED engineer. 

Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Farjana 
Khanam said she visited the site on various 
occasions.

She has already informed the higher 
authorities about the matter, said the UNO.

A bridge on a canal in Netrakona’s Durgapur upazila lies broken for three years, causing 

immense sufferings to people. 
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BGB man 
stabbed, 
‘smuggler’ 
arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A member of Border 
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) 
was stabbed allegedly 
by a suspected smuggler 
in Panchbibi upazila of 
Joypurhat early yesterday.

BGB men arrested the 
accused.

The injured is Barun 
Kumar, a jawan of Atapara 
BOP under Joypurhat BGB 
20 Battalion. 

The arrestee is Enamul 
Islam, 32, son of Abdul 
Aziz of Gopalpur 
village, said Abu Syeed, 
commander of Atapara 
BGB BOP.

When a patrol team of 
BGB arrested two suspected 
smugglers from Atapara, 
their cohorts attacked the 
border guards and snatched 
one of the arrestees from 
them, said Abu Syeed.


