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Charges against
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Earlier on January 28, another Dhaka court framed charges 
against Shamim and his seven bodyguards in connection 
with an arms case.  

Rapid Action Battalion members on September 20 last 
year arrested Shamim on charges of extortion and tender 
manipulation. His bodyguards were also arrested.

On that day, the elite force members raided his house 
and office in the city’s Niketan and seized eight firearms, a 
huge amount of ammunition, fixed deposit receipt (FDR) 
worth Tk 165 crore, around Tk 1.8 crore in cash, a large 
stash of US and Singaporean dollars and some foreign 
liquor.

Later, Rab lodged three cases against Shamim with 
Gulshan Police Station.

On September 18 last year, Rapid Action Battalion 
arrested Khaled Mahmud from Gulshan residence for 
operating a casino. 

Four cases were filed against Khalid, three with Gulshan 
Police Station and another with Motijheel Police Station.

The cases were filed under the Arms Act, Narcotics 
Control Act and Money Laundering Act.

On October 20 last year, Rab pressed charge against 
Khalid in connection with the drug case.

Meanwhile, the same court yesterday could not accept 
charges against Ismail Chowdhury Samrat in two cases 
filed under the Narcotics Control Act and Arms Act, as he 
could not be produced before court yesterday due to his 
illness.

Samrat, another expelled Jubo League leader, who was 
under the scanner for allegedly running an illegal casino at 
a club, is now at the Intensive Care Unit of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib Medical University.

5 killed
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On  information, police 
and  fire-fighters went to the 
spot and took the  injured 
to  Baliadangi Upazila 
Health Complex, from 
where he was later  referred 
to Rangpur Medical College 
Hospital. Police seized 
the vehicle  but its driver 
managed to escape. 

A case was filed in this 
connection, the OC said. 

In  Madaripur, two 
people were killed and four 
others were injured in two  
separate road accidents in 
Madaripur over the last two 
days, reports our  Faridpur 
correspondent.

In Kalkini upazila, Md 
Karim Khan (25), a  three-
wheeler driver, died on the 
spot after a Barishal-bound 
bus of  BRTC collided 
head-on with his vehicle at 
Kornarpara area yesterday  
morning. The collision 
also injured three other 
passengers, quoting  locals, 
Abdul Ohab, OC of Dashar 
Police Station, said.

In  Shibchar, Sahadat 
Kholifa (22) died after 
losing control of his  
motorcycle and crashing it 
on Dhaka-Khulna highway 
at Bararkandi on  Sunday 
night. This killed Shahadat 
on the spot and injured 
another,  quoting locals, 
Abir Hossain, ASP of 
Shibchar circle said.

Luxury car, bought 
‘dodging tax’, seized
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Officials of Customs Intelligence and Investigation 
Directorate (CIID) seized a luxury car worth Tk 1 crore 
from port city’s Cheragi Pahar yesterday. It was allegedly 
brought into the country by dodging tax payments worth 
Tk 50 lakh.  

Acting on a tip-off, a customs intelligence team raided a 
businessperson’s house in the area and seized a Great Wall 
Haval H3 car from its garage, said Abu Hanif Md Abdul 
Ahad, assistant commissioner of CIID.

The 2351cc car was imported from China in 2012 by 
falsely declaring it as another car, he added.

Bangladesh not at risk
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of India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. If 
we raise debt-GDP ratio from 65 to 
70 percent of GDP, it won’t affect our 
macroeconomic balance in any way,” 
he added.

“There’s nothing to be afraid of 
at this stage,” he stated. “We are 
eagerly participating in the BRI loans 
in pursuit of our own economic 
ambitions.”

BRI is a programme of China that 
seeks to connect Asia with Africa 
and Europe via land and maritime 
networks along six corridors with the 
aim of improving regional integration, 
increasing trade and stimulating 
economic growth.

China, which is a leading trade 
partner of Bangladesh, signed deals 
to provide $22.5 billion loans for 
27 projects. These deals were signed 
during Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
visit to Dhaka in 2016.

According to a paper presented by 
Dr Mahfuz Kabir, research director 
of BIISS, of the 27 BRI projects, only 

five are at the implementation stage 
as of now. China has so far disbursed 
US$981.36 million, which is less than 
5 per cent of the amount promised.

Analysts at the workshop 
questioned why the disbursement is 
slow; whether it is because Bangladesh 
is not ready to receive the loan or 
whether Chinese authorities are 
delaying it. 

They suggested that this issue needs 
to be looked into as Bangladesh needs 
huge resources in order to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) by 2030.

BRI can be an important tool 
for achieving many of the SDGs 
by developing crucial road and rail 
infrastructure, creating jobs and 
building resilient cities and reducing 
poverty.

According to the planning ministry, 
Bangladesh needs 66 billion dollars 
per year to achieve the SDGs by 2030. 
Mitigating the climate-induced risks 
and inclusive development are some 
of the crucial goals under the SDGs.

While Shamsul Alam denied any 
concern over Bangladesh’s risks of 
falling into the Chinese loan debt-
trap, he did not clarify his stance on 
fossil fuel-based power projects. 

He said BRI feels heightened 
pressure to address the emission 
implications of its energy projects. 
In 2018, over 40 percent of the BRI 
lending was for the power sector. 

However, this has come under 
scrutiny after BRI’s recipient countries 
have started to raise concerns over 
Chinese coal projects for their impact 
on local coal environments. In light 
of this, environmentalists suggest 
environmental impact studies be 
earnestly considered before taking up 
BRI projects.

UNDESA’s New York Programme 
Officer Lin Yang, Bangladesh 
Institute of Development Studies 
Senior Research Fellow Dr Nazneen 
Ahmed, Economic Relations Division 
Additional Secretary Sultana Afroz 
and BIISS Chairman M Fazlul Karim 
also spoke at the workshop. 

UGC chair slams public
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Candidates have to buy admission forms from different 
universities and spend a lot of time and money for travel 
and accommodation. They travel, often with parents or 
guardians, across the country and sometimes have to check 
in at hotels to take part in admission tests.

Kazi Shahidullah at yesterday’s meeting pointed out 
that if the universities start holding uniform tests, it would 
improve image of teachers.

“The image of teachers will be improved if the vice 
chancellor and teachers of universities come forward 
to introduce uniform admission tests and stop evening 
courses at universities,” he said.

The decision of uniform admission tests comes after 
President Abdul Hamid, also chancellor of all public 
universities, on several occasions asked public universities 
to hold admission tests centrally to reduce hassles of 
admission seekers and their guardians.

The UGC too wanted to introduce the uniform 
admission tests. To ease admission seekers’ hassles, the 
education ministry in 2010 decided to introduce uniform 
admission tests, dubbed “cluster system”. But it did not 
happen due to opposition from several major universities.

Refueling stations
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Filling Station in Thakurgaon, said he initially collected 
diesel from Baghabari depot in Sirajganj as he did not get 
it at Parbatipur depot. “After a week, I had to lobby for 
13,500 litres from Parbatipur,” he said.

Rawshan Ali, general secretary of Dinajpur Petrol Pump 
Owners’ Association, echoed similar problems. “The 
situation is expected to improve after a week,” he said.

Majaharul Islam, superintendent of the depot of 
Meghna Oil Company Ltd in Rangpur, said this depot is 
running almost dry. “I have only 15,000 litres of diesel 
while daily demand is around 1.5 lakh litres,” he said. 

Similar situation is prevailing at other depots, he said.
Ayub Ali, superintendent of the depot in Chilmari, said 

the depot was running dry since January 8. “The demand 
for diesel is now double,” he said.

Talking to The Daily Star, Mahbubur Rahman, a media 
spokesperson of BPC at Parbatipur, said, “There is no crisis 
of diesel, rather they are getting irregular supply of the oil.”

A wagon carrying 27,00,000 litres of diesel from India’s 
Numaligarh arrived at BPC site in Parbatipur on February 2.

With this, BPC had a stock of 66,00,000 litres, he said.
“Basically, the demand has gone up because of irrigation, 

which made the situation complicated to dealers,” he said.
Mahbubur Rahman, superintendent of a Padma Oil 

Company depot, said such a crisis is not unusual during 
dry season for irrigation.

Around nine lakh pumps are being used to irrigate 13 
lakh hectares of land in the region, said Khondoker Md 
Mesbahul Islam, a specialist of Department of Agriculture 
Extension in Rangpur.  

Dr Kamal’s 
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committee as law minister.
He said that demanding step-down of 

the government was not unusual in the 
democratic country but the words Kamal 
Hossain used were not acceptable.

Addressing a recent discussion on 
Saturday, Kamal urged the people to start 
street movement to oust the Awami League 
government from power.

‘It is time to ask them to leave. People 
would no more allow them as they are 

trying to establish autocratic rule through 
corruption and torturing people,’ he said.

The minister yesterday in parliament 
also demanded relocation of different 
structures including grave of BNP founder 
and late president Ziaur Rahman from the 
Jatiya Sangsad area to bring its “original 
design” back.

“Within the parliament area, there are 
some structures, including Zia’s grave; and 
I would request they be removed from the 
parliament area,” he added.

Steps taken to improve
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The minister also said government and 
private buildings, vehicles, industries 
and factories and banks will come under 
the coverage of National Emergency 
Service-999 through IoT, which will 
increase capability of providing emergency 
services very quickly. 

The minister said the government has 
undertaken plans to install body camera 
on police members and special camera 
with their spectacles, in a bid to quickly 
and accurately monitor any emergency 
situation.

Through this system, the service centre 

of the national emergency service will be 
able to observe, collect and preserve video 
of the place of occurrence directly, the 
minister added.

“Besides, it would be possible to observe 
any emergency situation and tackle it 
within short time through installing 
camera with artificial intelligence at 
different important points of the country,” 
he also said.

Moreover, the government has also 
planned to set up a 100-seat Disaster 
Recovery Centre if the present service centre 
has to halt operations for any reason, the 
minister told the House.  
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1 dies
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They were admitted to the 
Burn and Plastic Surgery 
unit of the hospital. 

Later, Golam and 
Shahadat was referred to 
Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital (DMCH) as 
they needed to be put in 
Intensive Care Unit, he 
said.

Dr S Khaled, assistant 
professor of the burn unit 
of CMCH, said Golam 
sustained 65 percent burns, 
Shahadat 41 percent and 
Mizan 25 percent.


