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correspondent that 
authorities will provide the 
certified copy of the HC 
verdict in BDR carnage case 
as per relevant rules and 
regulations.

Attorney General 
Mahbubey Alam also told 
this newspaper last week 
that his office was yet to 
receive any certified copy of 
the HC verdict in the case.

“The government will file 
appeals with the Appellate 
Division against the parts of 
the High Court verdict that 
acquitted the accused, and 
seek due punishment for 
them,” he said.

The mutiny on February 
25-26, 2009 left the nation 
shocked -- as details of 
the unthinkable cruelty 
perpetrated at the Pilkhana 
headquarters of the 
paramilitary force emerged. 

BDR was later renamed 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB).

The HC on November 
27, 2017 pronounced the 
verdict that confirmed 
death penalty for 139, 
upheld life imprisonment 
of 185, three to 10 years’ 
imprisonment of 200 and 
acquitted 283 accused of 
the case.    

Flagrant defiance behind
FROM PAGE 5

harmful ones are manually burnt. And 
regular garbage is taken by NCC garbage 
trucks.”

When asked why they don’t have their 
own mechanism, the medical officer said 
setting up of an incinerator is underway. 
“The project is expected to be finished 
within several months,” he said. 

Dr Sheikh Mostofa Ali, an NCC medical 
officer, said, “Hospitals, clinics or diagnostic 
centres have been allowed to burn medical 
waste in pits until scientific method is 
ensured. The NCC has no incinerator or 
autoclave.”

Denying the allegations from the two 
government hospitals, he said they remove 
all sorts of wastes from those premises.

NCC conservancy officer Mohammad 
Alamgir Heron said, “We separate medical 
waste collected from the 100-bed hospital 
and later burn those.”

About the 300-bed hospital, he said, 
“We take its regular garbage and asked the 
authorities to sign deal with PRISM [the 
NGO] to incinerate medical waste.”

Dr Abu Zaher, superintendent of 
300-bed hospital, said, “Due to funding 
constraint, we cannot make such a deal. We 
appealed to the health directorate for fund 
allocation.”

OTHER HOSPITALS

According to NCC sources, around 107 

healthcare facilities -- including the two 
government ones -- are in the city.

The other private ones dispose of their 
medical waste through PRISM Bangladesh 
Foundation as per agreement. The NGO 
incinerates medical waste in Dhaka’s 
Matuail.

Shahidul Islam Swapan, general 
manager of Popular Diagnostic Centre 
in Narayanganj, said they pay PRISM Tk 
1,500-2,000 monthly for this purpose.

Kabir Hossain, manager and doctor of 
the city’s 20-bed City Life Clinic, said they 
pay the NGO Tk 2,000-2,500.

Mokades Ali Majumder Shaheen, 
general secretary of Private Hospital 
Owners’ Association in Narayanganj, said 
waste disposal would be easier and costs 
be reduced if the arrangement is available 
inside the city. “We informed the city 
corporation of the matter.”

In this regard, NCC Medical Officer Dr 
Mostofa said they are considering the issue. 
“We are looking for land to install such a 
unit.”

PRISM Coordinator Mazharul Islam 
said they incinerate medical waste from all 
private healthcare centres. 

“There is no difficulty over fees,” he said, 
adding, “The only problem we face is waste 
remaining in unsorted form. In this regard, 
we are providing training to the hospital 
and clinic workers,” he said.

Fazilatunnesa Mujib 
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has a chain of 26 hospitals within Malaysia, and is also 
present in Indonesia, Australia and Thailand.

The facility has become the first integrated management 
system (IMS)-certified hospital and nursing college in 
the country. Bureau Veritas, an international certification 
agency, awarded it in  2017.

“Using a modern software and database, we collect and 
save every single information of a patient. As a result,  when 
the patient visits a second time, we already have a record of 
all their medical data and reports,” Abul Hasan said.

“A patient has to register for Tk 100 for the first visit, 
and can take outdoor service by paying another Tk 600 per 
visit. A general ward bed costs Tk 800 per night, while a 
VVIP cabin costs Tk 4,000. The hospital’s blood bank is 
able meet the patients’ blood requirements,” he added.

“Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is the chairperson of 
the trust under which the hospital was founded, making  
this project close to her heart. Bangabandhu’s younger 
daughter  Sheikh Rehana is also one of the members of the 
trust,” Dr Razeeb told  BSS.

“She (the premier) herself receives our service, giving us 
a huge boost to serve patients attentively. She has directed 
us to make sure that no patient leaves the hospital without 
treatment and to treat every  patient affectionately from 
entry to exit,” he said.

“The core values that we try to follow are safety, courtesy, 
integrity, professionalism and continuous development. 
We conduct all types of  critical operations and provide 
medical care for cancer and different  diseases of esophagus, 
stomach, colon and liver,” Dr Razeeb added.

He said the hospital has a fund for the severely 
impoverished from where over 1,500 patients have taken 
benefits so far. Money for the fund comes from the 
Bangabandhu Trust Fund.

Shringla
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defense cooperation, trade 
and people-to -people 
contact.

Imran appreciated 
Shringla’s role in 
consolidating the bilateral 
relations during his tenure 
as the High Commissioner 
to Bangladesh.

He also noted Shringla’s 
endeavours in easing 
the visa issuance system, 
which contributed to 
huge movement of people 
between the two countries.

Shringla served as the 
High Commissioner of 
India to Bangladesh from 
2015 to 2018, and also as 
the Head of the Territorial 
Wing of Bangladesh-
Myanmar (BM) Division of 
India’s ministry of external 
affairs. 

Rokebul Haque, Deputy 
High Commissioner of the 
Mission, accompanied the 
envoy during the meeting.

DNCC to get interim
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Atiqul Islam was reelected in DNCC in the 
elections held on February 1. 

The city corporations are run through 
the Local Government Act, which says, “No 
newly elected mayor or ward councillor 
will be able to take over his or her charge 
until the tenure of their previous elected 

mayor or ward councillor is over.”
According to the Act, the five-year tenure 

of mayors and councillors start from the 
first board meeting of its formation. The EC 
on February 5 circulated gazettes regarding 
the newly-elected mayors of DSCC and 
DSCC, as well as ward councillors of both 
the city corporations. 

Ensure fair prices 
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Editors’ Council in Bangladesh has been critical of the law, 
saying it is an obstruction to press freedom.

Shahriar Alam thanked the MEP for issuing a statement 
calling for implementation of the order issued by the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to prevent genocidal 
acts against the Rohingyas in Myanmar’s Rakhine state.

He urged the European Parliament to remain seized with 
the issue through its various monitoring mechanisms and 
tools towards facilitating the safe, dignified and voluntary 
return of the Rohingyas to Myanmar.

Earlier in the day, Alam had a bilateral meeting with 
Maximilian Krah, MEP from the Identity and Democracy 
Group and Rapporteur for South Asia in the European 
Parliament’s International Trade Committee.

They had detailed discussions on the issues raised at the 
multi-stakeholder event held on February 5 to take stock 
of the progress made in Bangladesh’s RMG industry and 
discuss future potentials for EU-Bangladesh apparel trade.

MEP Krah assured of his support to sustain the 
momentum of positive narratives emanating from 
Bangladesh in reversal of the previously projected image of 
the country in the international context.

The state minister also met some apparel industry actors 
in Brussels and exchanged views with representatives from 
the Bangladesh community in Brussels, and took note of 
their suggestions concerning consular and other services.

He invited members of Bangladesh community across 
political divide to join forces to observe the birth centenary 
of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman abroad in a befitting manner.

Big day for little ones
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company employee.  
He was seen browsing some other books 
at the stall of Danguli. At least 60 stalls -- 
including Ghas Foring, Jhinge Ful, Tutuni 
and Sishu Chattar -- have published over 
300 books for children this year, said 
respective stall attendants.

Earlier in the morning, a painting 
competition for children was held at the 
corner. In the evening, other stalls at both 
the venues were seen busy dealing with an 
increasing number of book lovers on the 
sixth day of the month-long fair.

A total of 308 new books arrived at the 
fair yesterday.

DS BOOKS LAUNCHES NEW TITLE 

A book titled “The Transition: How to Move 
from Fear Zone to Growth Zone” authored 
by two young writers was launched at Daily 
Star Books, at stall 491-492 on Suhrawardy 
Udyan.

One of the book’s authors, North South 
University student Rafeed Chowdhury, has 
written about tips and tricks for various 
subjects like dealing with college clubs; 
juggling work, studies, and social life; and 
building useful networks in university life.

The other author, Tajdin Hassan -- 
head of marketing at The Daily Star -- 
offers valuable insight into entering and 
succeeding in corporate life.

2nd Edition


