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BNP demands
FROM PAGE 3

The young BNP leader said, “In this election, we had some 
achievements. We were able to make people understand 
that people of the country do not have basic rights. We 
hope that people will raise their voices demanding their 
rights. I am waiting for that day.”

The BNP leaders and activists had been on the streets 
during the polls campaign, but their presence in and 
around the polling centres was thin on the election day. 
There were no polling agents of the two BNP mayor 
candidates in many voting centres.

Tabith and Ishraque eventually lost to their AL 
counterparts Atiqul Islam and Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh.  
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Bangabandhu’s March 7
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Assistant Attorney General Md Saiful Islam told The Daily 
Star.

Following a writ petition filed by Supreme Court lawyer 
Bashir Ahmed, another HC bench on November 20, 2017 
issued a rule asking the government to explain why it should 
not be directed to declare March 7 as Historic National Day.

Advocate Bashir Ahmed filed the petition in November 
2017, seeking necessary order after Unesco recognised 
the historic speech as a world’s documentary heritage on 
October 31, 2017.  

Neo-JMB leader
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She was also linked with top “neo-JMB” leaders including 
Islam Al Hindi, Abu Dujana and Abu Mohammed online, 
police claimed.  

CTTC officials said Asma -- accompanied by four to five 
unknown persons -- gathered at Kamalapur on that day as 
part of a plot to carry out destructive activities and destroy 
public property. 

A drive is underway to arrested Asma’s accomplices who 
are still on the run, they said. 

A case was filed under the Anti-Terrorism Act with 
Motijheel Police Station in this regard. 

A Dhaka Court yesterday placed her on a three-day 
remand after police produced her before it with a 10-day 
remand prayer. 

Zero tolerance
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Buddhists and Christians, are cohabiting in harmony.
She said Bangladesh has been leveraging the place of 

religious leaders and teachers in the society to guard against 
misuse of religion and spread of hatred, intolerance and 
violence, according to a statement.

She also cited examples of involving religious leaders, 
places of worship and religious organisations, and 
highlighted the government’s “zero tolerance” policy 
towards terrorism and violent extremism.

Ambassador Fatima focused on Bangladesh’s 
multilateral engagements in preventing violent extremism 
and propagating inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue 
as the proponent of Bangladesh’s signature resolution on 
Culture of Peace at the UN.

She suggested that the UN Plans of Action are 
implemented to counter hate speech, including against the 
Rohingya.

Adama Dieng, UN secretary-general’s special adviser 
for the prevention of genocide, who moderated the event, 
mentioned Bangladesh’s prime minister -- praising her 
decision to allow formal education for the Rohingya 
population in the camps in Cox’s Bazar.

A large number of member states and civil society 
organisations attended the event.  

Timely and proper
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Chest and Hospital, said most of the TB patients in the 
country come to the doctors when their sickness is 
intensified, and already spreading.

“This practice should change and early diagnosis has to 
be ensured,” he said, suggesting the authorities concerned 
to bring the people nearby the patient under screening as 
well.

Speaking as chief guest, Prof Shamiul Islam, director 
of NTP, said people have to change their mindset over 
tuberculosis and forget the common belief that TB is only 
a respiratory disease which affects poor people.

“Except for hair, nail and tooth, TB can infect any part 
of our body, regardless of being rich or poor. Sick and 
malnourished people are comparatively more vulnerable 
to TB infection,” he said.

Sharing recent data of TB situation in Bangladesh, Nazis 
Arefin, a medical officer of NTP, said about 90,000 TB 
patients remained out of diagnosis in 2018, but it reduced 
to 64,000 last year.

Noted writer and columnist Syed Abul Maksud; 
Swadhinata Chikitsak Parishad President Iqbal Arslan; 
Ekushey Television Editor-in-Chief Monjurul Ahsan 
Bulbul; Gazi TV Editor-in-Chief Syed Ishtiaque Reza; noted 
physician and actor Ejajul Islam; Unicef’s Chief of Health 
Section, Maya Vandenent; USAID Director of Health, 
Xerses Sidhwa; Director of Communicable Diseases 
section at Brac, Akramul Islam; prominent magician Jewel 
Aich; dance artist Munmun Ahmed; director Chayanika 
Chowdhury; theatre personality Tropa Majumdar, and 
actor Sumaiya Shimu also spoke at the programme.

A case for pretty
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due to our collection, particularly the 
Humayun Ahmed books we have on 
display,” said Shah Islam Fazle Rabbi, a 
representative working for the publisher.

Rabbi might just be right, as pavilions of 
Tamralipi and Adarsha had readers buzzing 
all around, not for their design per se, but 
the collection of non-fiction books. 

From a reader’s perspective, however, 

it seems people don’t just resonate to one 
aspect, but are more enamoured when 
everything comes together.

“I just went through the stalls but didn’t 
buy anything,” said Nazim Rahman, a 
first-time visitor. “I was drawn to certain 
pavilions when I saw them from afar, but 
when I went there, I didn’t find anything 
worth buying,” added the middle-aged 
fellow.   

HC questions legality
FROM PAGE 5

The seven are -- MA Hashem, Sultana 
Hashem, Aziz Al Masud, Ashfaque Aziz, 
Shawkat Aziz, Aziz Al Mahmud and Aziz 
Al Kaiser.

Earlier in the day, the HC bench heard 

expert opinion from Attorney General 
Mahbubey Alam and senior lawyer 
Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru on this 
issue. They told the HC that this court can 
intervene if irregularities have taken place 
in this regard.

Cocaine worth Tk 9,000cr
FROM PAGE 5

13, 2015, from Montevideo, Uruguay after 
being imported from Bolivia.

The container was imported by one 
Khan Jahan Ali Limited, said investigators.

On June 27, 2015, following a laboratory 
test in Dhaka, existence of cocaine was 
found in two drums out of 107.

The following day, a sub-inspector of 
Bandar Police Station filed the case and 
detectives of Chattogram Metropolitan 
Police started investigation.

In December 2015, a Chattogram 
court directed Rab to probe the case. Nur 
Mohammad, chairman of Khan Jahan Ali 
Group, was arrested on January 15, 2016. 

Nur secured ad-interim bail from the 
High Court, which was later stayed by the 
Supreme Court on June 20, 2016, following 
a government petition against the HC order.

Rab pressed charges on April 3, 2017, 
implicating Nur, his brother Mostaq 
Ahmed and eight others. On October 8 that 

year, following a petition from Khan Jahan 
Ali Group, the HC stayed the case’s trial.

However, following another government 
petition challenging the HC order, the 
apex court on October 31, 2017 ordered 
the lower court to resume the trial process 
and also asked Nur to surrender before the 
lower court in three weeks. In April 2019, 
the court framed charges against the 10.

Investigators have also found link of 
Bangladeshi-origin UK citizens Bakul Mia 
and Fazlur Rahman in the drug smuggling.

At yesterday’s programme, Rab-7 
Commanding Officer Md Mashiur Rahman; 
member of parliamentary committee 
on home ministry Kujendra Lal Tripura; 
lawmakers MA Latif and Habibur Rahman; 
Chattogram Range’s DIG Khandokar 
Golam Faruq; CMP Commissioner Md 
Mahbubor Rahman; magistrate Abu Salem 
Md Noman; and DNC additional director 
Mujibor Rahaman Patwary were also 
present.

Onion, garlic, ginger
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decision on import-export with regard to 
coronavirus so far. After February 10, you 
will know what’s going to happen next.”

Chattogram Deputy Commissioner 
Mohammad Elias Hossain said, “We will 
conduct market monitoring if any directive 
comes from the ministry.”

DHAKA MARKETS SEE PRICE HIKE

Meanwhile, prices of various essential 
spices and sugar went up in Dhaka’s 
markets over the last several days, reports 
our staff correspondent.

Prices of garlic, imported from China, 
has been on top of the spiral list despite 
farmers harvesting garlic locally.

Imported garlic prices shot up to Tk 
180 per kg yesterday, from Tk 150 a week 
ago, data from Trading Corporation of 
Bangladesh showed.

“There is a speculation that [the spread 
of] coronavirus might hamper shipment of 
garlic from China. This has driven up prices 
of Chinese garlic. Large traders have hiked 
prices,” said Shah Alam, a trader at Dhaka’s  
Shyambazar wholesale market. Locally 
grown garlic prices stayed the same, he said.

Bangladesh annually produces around 
4.5 lakh tonnes of onion against local 
demand of 6 lakh tonnes. The rest is 
imported mainly from China, according to 
industry estimate.
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