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2 killed over 
land disputes
STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two people have been 
killed over land disputes 
in Sirajganj and Habiganj 
districts.  

A man was killed and 
15 others were injured in 
a clash between two rival 
groups at Nishchintapur 
village in Sirajganj’s Raiganj 
upazila yesterday, reports 
our Paban correspondent. 

The deceased was 
identified as Md Abdul 
Matin, 50, son of Sajahan 
Ali of the village. 

He worked as Ansar 
member of Bogura Ansar-
VDP camp, said Officer-in-
Charge of Raiganj Police 
Station Panchanad Biswas.  

Police said there was 
a longstanding conflict 
between one Shahidul 
and Saban Ali over taking 
control of a piece of land.   

As a sequel to the conflict, 
the men of the two rivals 
attacked each other with 
lethal weapons yesterday 
morning, leaving at least 
16 people from both sides 
injured, said the OC, adding 
that Matin later succumbed 
to his injuries at a hospital. 

On information, police 
rushed to the spot and 
brought the situation under 
control, he said.

Additional police 
personnel have been 
deployed in the area to 
avoid any further trouble, 
said the police official. 

In Habiganj, a youth 
was stabbed to death and 
three others were injured 
allegedly by rivals over land 
dispute at Karacha village 
in Baniachong upazila 
of the district on Sunday, 
reports our Moulvibazar 
correspondent.

The deceased was 
identified as Mamun Mia, 
30, son of Abdul Matin of 
the village in the upazila.

 Sheikh Md Shamim, 
additional police 
superintendent, said there 
had been longstanding 
conflict between one 
Mamun Mia and Iqbal Mia 
over the land.

As a sequel to the 
conflict, the men of the 
two rivals locked in an 
altercation around 8:30pm 
on Sunday.

At one stage, Iqbal Mia 
and his men stabbed Mamun 
indiscriminately, leaving him 
critically injured.

Mamun was rushed to 
Habiganj Sadar Hospital 
where on-duty doctor 
declared him dead around 
11:00pm, said Dr Mukhlesur 
Rahman of the Hospital.

Iqbal also hit three 
other men as they tried 
to obstruct him. The two 
injured were admitted to 
Habiganj Sadar Hospital 
and another injured Abdul 
Kayum to Sylhet MAG 
Osmani Medical College 
Hospital in critical state.

Tea workers cry for 
winter clothes
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Bone-chilling cold wave accompanied by mild 
wind in the last few days have disrupted normal 
life in Sreemangal of the district. Especially poor 
people living in tea gardens in the upazila are 
more vulnerable as they are passing days in 
extreme misery without warm clothes. 

The minimum temperature recorded in 
Sreemangal was 6.5 degrees Celsius yesterday 
and 6.6 degrees Celsius on Monday, said Md 
Jahedul Islam Masum, observer of the upazila 
met office.

Krisan Bhumij, son of a tea worker in Lakhai 
tea garden under the upazila, said cold spell 
has made life very difficult in Moulvibazar and 
the adjoining districts. The elderly tea workers, 
women and children are mostly affected by the 
biting cold. 

Thousands of tea workers have been suffering 
due to scarcity of winter clothes, he said.

The cold wave has been sweeping through the 
area for the last seven days, said Krisan, adding 
that some organisations distributed warm 
clothes among tea workers’ families, but the 
supply is not enough to meet demand.

Riten Kanda, a tea worker in Lakhai tea 
garden, said fog almost covers the whole day 
and the sun does not rise before 12:00 noon.  
Due to this, life has come to a standstill.

“We depend on a daily income. We could not 
work in the last few days due to the biting cold. 
So, we had to borrow money from others to run 
the family,” said Sudama Roy, a tea worker from 
Dakhchhara tea garden.

Tea worker Ratan Bhumij, who lives in a 
bamboo-made tent, said “The cold wave hit us 
following the rainfall in the last few days. My 
two children are suffering from fever due to this 
chilling weather.” 

Fifty-year-old Sushil Tanti from Lakhai tea 
garden said his wife and son died a few years 
ago and at present, there is nobody to take 
care of him. 

He is now shivering in the chilly winter at his 
tiny hut in the colony of the tea garden as he has 
no warm clothes, said Sushil.

“Not only me, most of the tea workers in 

Sylhet division are also passing same condition 
due to the scarcity of warm clothes,” he added.

Pranesh Goala, chairman of Kalighat Union 
Parishad (UP), said the poor tea workers do not 
have the ability to purchase warm clothes. 

As the workers cannot go out for work due to 
the fog and biting cold, they have to pass days 
half-starved, said Pranesh.

Bijoy Banerjee, chairman of Rajghat UP, 
said “I need around 15,000 pieces of warm 
clothes for the affected people of my union as 
there are 20,000 voters. Of them, 95 percent 
are tea workers.”

Contacted, Ashraf Ali, relief and rehabilitation 
officer of Relief and Rehabilitation Department 
in Moulvibazar, said they received total 41200 
pieces of warm clothes from the ministry 
concerned.

They have already distributed 460 warm 

clothes among chairmen of 67 union parishads 
and five municipalities, he said.

They also sought more blankets for the cold-
hit poor people in the district, said Ashraf.

Dr Partha Kanti Datta Kanungo, 
superintendent of Moulvibazar Sadar 
Hospital, said the extreme cold weather has 
also caused outbreak of diarrhea, pneumonia 
and other diseases.

Children and elderly people are mostly 
affected by the cold-related diseases, he said.

Makhon Lal Karmaker, central president of 
Bangladesh Cha Sramik Union, said around 
seven lakh tea workers live in 156 tea gardens 
of Sylhet division. Most of them, who live 
under poverty lines, are the worst victims. 
They have been suffering a lot due to the bone-
chilling cold wave sweeping through the area 
in the last few days.

 Tea workers sit around a fire in Lakhai tea garden of Moulvibazar’s Sreemangal upazila to get 

warmth in the bone-chilling cold. PHOTO: STAR

Tangail students of different colleges under National University yesterday form a 

human chain in front of Tangail Press Club to meet their five-point demand. The 

demands include no additional fees at colleges and introducing practical course on 

information and communication technology in all departments. PHOTO: STAR


