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An homage
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“I have bought the graphic 
novel ‘Mujib’ from here, 
and will send it to my 
younger brother as a gift,” 
said Rezwan Habib Rafsan, 
a student of Institute of 
Education and Research at 
Dhaka University.  

CRI officials told 
The Daily Star that the 
seventh edition of the 
novel is based on “The 
Unfinished Memoirs”, an 
autobiography written by 
Bangabandhu, during his 
time as a state prisoner 
between 1967 and 1969. 

Meanwhile, a big cutout 
of the book cover of “The 
Unfinished Memoirs” 
has drawn book-lovers 
at the stall of University 
Press Limited (UPL) 
on Suhrawardy Udyan 
premises. 

Stalls including Mizan 
Publishers, Bangabndhu 
Foundation, Joy Bangla 
Prakshan, Matribhumi and 
Kothaprakash have also 
decorated stalls in line with 
the fair’s theme, aside from 
publishing books on him.  

Focusing on 
Bangabandhu, architect 
Enamul Karim Nirjhar has 
drawn up the overall plan 
of the book fair. 

Meanwhile, a total of 81 
books arrived on the third 
day of the fair. 
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HC questions whether 
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Yesterday, the HC also issued a rule asking the authorities 
concerned to explain in four weeks why they should not 
be directed to take steps for scrutinising thesis proposals 
by IT experts, before finalising theses of students, in 
order to prevent forgery in achieving PhD and equivalent 
degrees.

The education secretary, UGC chairman and DU VC 
and others concerned have been made respondents to the 
rule.

Deputy Attorney General Abdullah Al Mahmud Bashar 
represented the state.

Childhood lost
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As time goes by, they resort to various 
criminal activities to get money for drugs,” 
Mamun added.

Dr Abul Hossain, project director of the 
ministry’s Street Children Rehabilitation 
Programme, said the ministry does not 
have any programme that addresses or 
rehabilitates drug-addicted street children.

“Although our ministry looks after 
issues related to women and children, we 
don’t have any mechanism to introduce 
a large scale service for the drug addicted 
children,” he said. “But we can coordinate 
with the narcotics department.” 

“Since the management of addicted 
children is different, it is risky to allow them 
to stay with other kids. They can be referred 
to the Central Drug Addiction Treatment 
Centre (CDATC) in Tejgaon, which offers 
10 beds for the treatment of addicted street 
children since 2013,” he added. 

But CDATC too is failing to treat those 
children, as there is no system in place to 
send the children there. 

From 2016-18, under an MoU with 
CDATC, Dhaka Ahsania Mission used 
to send children there for rehabilitation 
but there is no such arrangement at the 
moment. 

“We don’t have any designated staff 
here for this matter and this is not our 
responsibility either. The narcotics 
department’s staff who work to control 
drug trade, sometimes bring children here 
and after giving necessary treatment, we 
send them to the government shelters,” said 
Syed Imamul Hossain, chief consultant of 
CDATC. 

According to Ahsania Mission’s 
Programme Officer Wadud Rahman Emon, 

the MoU ended as it was too costly for their 
organisation. “We had to bear the cost of 
their clothing, hygiene, transportation and 
other activities,” he said.

A PRIVILEGE THEY CAN’T AFFORD

On the other hand, according to media 
reports, two government rehabilitation 
centres for drug-addicted street children at 
Dhaka’s Hazaribagh and Karail slums were 
closed down in 2014, as donor agencies 
refused to continue funding the project.

Reports claim that those rehabilitation 
centres performed poorly and failed to 
rehabilitate enough children during three 
years of operation.

Wahida Banu, executive director of 
national child rights organisation Aparajeyo 
Bangladesh, said the few organisations 
that work on the rehabilitation of children 
are for those from well-off backgrounds, 
who can afford long-term treatment. In 
comparison, there are very few NGOs that 
work for street children.

The government does not have any 
recent, complete consensus of homeless 
children, let alone the number of them 
who are being exposed to drug abuse. 
Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum 
conducted a survey a decade ago, where 
they found that 85 percent of street children 
are addicted to drugs.

Prof Dr Arup Ratan Chowdhury, founder 
of the Association for the Prevention of 
Drug Abuse, explained, “Dandy actually 
works as a gateway drug which later leads 
children to take more harmful substances.” 

“Since their addiction is not as severe 
as adults, they can be treated without 
any detoxification. They just require 
isolated rehabilitation and psychological 
counselling from professionals,” he added.  

BANGLADESH-INDIA RELATIONSHIP

Media contest opens 
call for entries
CITY DESK

With the aim to recognise talented media professionals of 
Bangladesh and encourage quality reports and features, 
Indian Institute of Mass Communication Alumni 
Association, Bangladesh (IIMCAA,B) has announced its 
“IIMCAA,B Media Award 2020”, a press release said.

This year, awards will be given for best report, feature, or 
analysis pieces published in Bangla and English language 
on the theme of Bangladesh-India bilateral relationship 
published or broadcast from January 1 to December 31, 
2019.

The award will be given in three categories: print media 
(daily newspapers -- national, regional, local), electronic 
media (television and radio), and online news portals 
(independent news sites as well as digital sites of newspaper 
and electronic media).

To be eligible for the awards, interested media 
professionals must submit their publication, audio/video, 
and content to the organisation by February 29, the press 
release added.

LPG CYLINDER EXPLOSIONS

38 killed, 72 injured in the 
country: Nasrul Hamid at JS
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 38 people have been killed and 
72 injured so far in liquefied petroleum 
gas cylinder explosions since its usage 
in the country began, State Minister for 
Power Nasrul Hamid told the parliament 
yesterday.

In reply to a query from Bangladesh 
Workers Party MP Lutfun Nesa Khan 
elected in reserved seat, the junior minister 
said incompetency and lack of awareness 
in using LPG gas cylinders led to the 
explosions.

In a written reply, Nasrul stressed 

activities of the Department of Explosives 
and awareness to prevent LPG cylinder 
explosions.

The measures include regular inspection 
of cylinder stores and its testing centres.

While responding to another query from 
treasury bench MP Shahiduzzaman Sarker 
from Naogaon-2, the state minister told 
the House that system loss in electricity 
distribution dropped to 9.35 percent from 
14.33 percent in the last 10 years.

 “Such system loss was 14.33 percent in 
2008-09 fiscal year, which came down to 
9.35 percent in 2018-19 fiscal,” he said in 
a scripted answer.

Rangpur commuters
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every day for job. “The workers of private bus operators 
often locked in altercation with passengers over fares, 
which made me switch to BRTC buses. Besides, the double-
deckers have designated seats for persons with disabilities, 
freedom fighters, and elderly citizens, but there is no such 
courtesy in private buses,” he said.

Probe body to look
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missing during the last few months. Besides them, five 
more returned to the centre few months ago after they had 
fled.

Children of the centre told The Daily Star that seniors 
often punish juniors, even beat them up, if they don’t 
listen to the seniors.

A 16-year-old a tenth-grader of Water Development 
Board School and a resident of the centre, confessed to 
law enforcement agency that he shackled and beat the two 
teens, as they had broken into a room and smoked there.

“We seniors have to supervise juniors and punish when 
they break the rules,” he added.

One of the victims, confirmed the incident, saying after 
the punishment, the other victim fled.

Basudeb Das, the centre in-charge, said, “Sometimes, a 
few boys manage to flee and some come back…We only 
advise seniors to take care of their juniors, not torture 
them. We only came to know about the incident after the 
news was published.”

DC Ajiar said, “The centre was established by renting a 
house, and the environment is not suitable for sheltering 
minors accused in criminal cases.” 

The district administration asked authorities to inform 
the court about the centre’s situation --which they already 
did -- and steps will be taken as per the court order.

SRCTRC was established in 2012. The four-storey 
building is currently accommodating 76 boys. Another 
building, which houses 86 girls, is situated opposite to the 
boys’ building. The Ministry of Social Welfare had adopted 
a project titled “Disability and Children at Risk (DCAR)”, 
under which 13 such rehabilitation centres, including 
SRCTRC, are being operated across the country.   

Rohingya children to learn
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facilitating education, he said, this project will support 
3,000 children of the host community as they are also very 
vulnerable and have limited access to education. “Rohingya 
children will learn in their mother tongue,” he added.

The results of a survey completed in December 2018 on 
180,000 Rohingya children ages 4-14 showed the extent of 
the need for education.

8 killed
FROM PAGE 5

a third-grader of Trimohoni 
Govt Primary School in 
Sadar  upazila. They were 
hit by the truck as they 
were trying to cross the 
road.

 In Rajshahi, two people 
were killed and 10 others 
were injured as a bus  
turned over after its driver 
lost control at  Buraburitola 
in Tanore upazila yesterday 
morning.

The deceased were 
identified as Raijuddin (55) 
and Habibur Rahman (45), 
reports UNB. 

In another accident in 
Satkhira, Dipjoy Sadhu 
(19), a first-year student 
of Patkelghata College, 
was killed in a motorbike 
collision at Shakdah 
area under Tala upazila 
yesterday morning. 

In Dhaka, at least 
10 people, including 
Secondary School 
Certificate  (SSC) 
examinees, their guardians 
and teachers, were injured 
when a bus  carrying them 
fell into a roadside ditch.

The accident occurred 
at Batulia on the Dhamrai-
Balia regional road in Savar 
upazila yesterday morning, 
reports UNB. 
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