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political consultation and cooperation on diplomatic 
training.

The prime minister is set to leave Dhaka for Rome on 
February 4, at the invitation of her Italian counterpart 
Giuseppe Conte. She will hold a bilateral meeting with 
Conte on February 5.

The PM is likely to seek more Italian investment 
in potential sectors and regularise the undocumented 
Bangladeshis living in Italy. Earlier, Italy has regularised 
many undocumented Bangladeshis. There are nearly 
200,000 Bangladeshis living in the European country.

The prime minister will also meet some Italian 
businessmen as part of Bangladesh’s drive for economic 
diplomacy and boosting trade.

Hasina will also inaugurate the Chancery Building of 
Bangladesh embassy in Rome in Via Dell’antartide area.

On February 6, she will have an audience with Pope 
Francis.

“Pope Francis has a very good relationship with 
Bangladesh. He is appreciative of Bangladesh’s religious 
harmony. Pope Francis also supported Bangladesh for 
sheltering the Rohingyas,” the foreign minister said.

MOMEN THANKS DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS

Momen also thanked the foreign diplomatic missions in 
Dhaka for not including their local staffers in the election 
observation teams. “I’m happy that the missions have 
shown responsibility,” he told reporters.

The Election Commission had approved the names of 
74 officials -- 46 foreign and 28 local employees of the 
embassies -- for observing the Dhaka north and south city 
corporation polls, held on Saturday.

The foreign ministry had asked the foreign diplomatic 
missions on January 30 to not include local staffers of the 
embassies in the foreign election observer teams, saying 
that it was a violation of the electoral code of conduct.

During yesterday’s polls, foreign diplomats dropped 
their local employees from the observer teams.  

Deploy magistrates
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Dr AKM Rafique Ahammed appeared 
before the HC bench as per its January 13 
order.

He told the court that the DoE has 
taken different steps to prevent pollution, 
including shutting down illegal brick kilns 
in the country.

But the DoE has a shortage of manpower, 
including executive magistrates, to enforce 
the steps, he added.

Writ petitioner’s counsel Advocate 
Manzill Murshid told the court that the 

DoE is supposed to have eight executive 
magistrates as per its organogram to launch 
drives against pollution across the country, 
but the department has only three executive 
magistrates for this purpose.

He prayed to the HC bench to order the 
authorities concerned of the government to 
assign five executive magistrates under the 
DoE.

Advocate Amatul Karim appeared for 
the DoE while Deputy Attorney General 
Abdullah Al Mahmud Bashar represented 
the state.

Increasing human resource
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Bangladesh can ask Qatar to create 
opportunities for Bangladeshis in those 
areas as Qatar has a “rehiring policy”, 
he said. Besides, issues on Bangladeshi 
workers’ safety and welfare will be 
discussed, he further said.

Qatar has sent back some 2,012 
Bangladeshi workers last year, according to 
Brac Migration Programme.

Many of these workers, who were 
detained on various grounds before their 
deportation, have returned empty-handed, 
says Brac.

Shariful Hasan, head of Brac Migration 
Programme, said Qatar has been an 
important labour market for Bangladesh 
for years as the market in the United Arab 
Emirates remains closed and Saudi Arabia 
also suspended its labour market for 
Bangladesh in recent past.

So, making Qatar labour market a 
sustainable one for Bangladeshi workers is 
essential, he said. Shariful also said there 

are some rights issues of migrant workers 
in the Gulf country.

Ensuring their timely and handsome 
amount of wages as well as creating options 
so that they can change their jobs easily are 
some areas to address, he said.

He said Qatar also wants cooperation 
to stop a syndicate allegedly involved in 
“visa-trading”. “It will be positive if our 
government and the mission office can 
effectively work to this end,” he added.

Contacted, Labour Welfare Counsellor 
in Qatar Muhammad Mustafizur Rahaman 
said the JTC meeting will focus on “safe, 
orderly and responsible” migration of 
Bangladeshi workers.

Qatar has an established institutional 
mechanism to protect migrant workers’ 
rights. Besides, the country’s effort to 
reform its labour law is also praiseworthy, 
he told this newspaper over the phone.

Qatar had hired some 8.08 lakh 
Bangladeshis for various sectors since 1976, 
according to BMET.

Govt prioritises vocational 
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Besides, the PM said, approval has been given to set up 
additional 329 polytechnic institutes at a cost of Tk 20,525 
crore.

The government will also ensure home for every person 
of the country in the “Mujib Year”.

She urged diploma engineers to remain cautious about 
the environment and agricultural land while implementing 
any project. She said the government wants to ensure all 
modern amenities in rural areas and is working to that end. 
She also briefly described various development projects of 
the government.

Education Minister Dipu Moni; Deputy Minister for 
Education Mohibul Hasan Chowdhury; Director General, 
CPSC and Co-Chairman, Conference Steering Committee 
Ramhari Lamichhane and IDEB General Secretary M 
Shamshur Rahman also spoke at the programme, with 
IDEB and Chairman of the Conference Steering Committee 
AKMA Hamid in the chair.

In the beginning of the programme, a one-minute 
silence was observed as a mark of respect to the memories 
of Bangabandhu, four national leaders, martyrs of the 
Liberation War and Language Movement.  

Glitch causes kidney
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process, said Mokhlesur.
Patients especially from outside Rangpur 

are suffering the most. Morzina Begum 
from Hatibandha in Lalmonirhat said she 
has been suffering from kidney problem 
for last three years. “I need to be on dialysis 
every Sunday and Wednesday,” she said.

She underwent dialysis on January 26 
(Sunday). She missed the next one on 
Wednesday as the water treatment plant 
stopped operating on the day. 

“Due to the gap, I am already facing 
complications,” she said.

People especially from low-income 
families visit the public hospital for 
dialysis. Mokhlesur Rahman said a patient 
has to buy a service of 48 days at Tk 20,000.

But the cost is almost double for similar 
services at private hospitals in Rangpur city, 

said patients.
Mirazul Islam from the district’s 

Gangachara upazila said his four-hour 
dialysis was cut short to two hours amid 
the technical error. He said he also missed 
the next dialysis.

Failed to avail of the service, Mizarul 
returned home on Wednesday. “My family 
members tried to know when the service 
will resume, but no avail.”

Hospital Director Dr Faridul Islam said 
technicians concerned are already working 
to fix the water treatment plant as early as 
possible.

Talking about the plant’s effectiveness, 
he said it became old and went beyond 
warranty period. “We will float tender for 
a new water treatment plant soon. By that 
time, we have to depend on this as there is 
no other alternative.”

Police submitted
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officer secretly pressed charges. 
 “The investigation officer in the charge 

sheet lied that he shared the probe findings 
with us. They did not do so. We came to 
know about the charge sheet yesterday 
through another source,” Jahanara Begum, 
maternal aunt of Rajib, told The Daily Star.  

“Rajib was killed due to the unholy 
competition of the two buses… It was  
murder. We want highest punishment 
of the drivers,” she said, adding that 
they would file a no-confidence (Naraji) 
petition soon.

The SI, however, mentioned in the charge 
sheet that he shared the probe findings. 

Lawyers and experts say police could 
press charges under section 304 of penal 
code that grant imprisonment for life. 

The complainant of the case, Rajib, was 
a third-year student of Titumir College. 
He lost his right hand after getting stuck 

between two speeding buses of Bangladesh 
Road Transport Corporation (BRTC) and 
Sajan Paribahan while they were trying to 
overtake each other in Banglamotor area in 
Dhaka on April 3, 2018.

After two weeks in coma, Rajib died at 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital on April 
17.

In the latest development, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Magistrate Md Eleas Miah 
yesterday asked Rajib’s relatives to appear 
before it on March 11 to say whether they 
will file any no-confidence petition.

During yesterday’s hearing, the two 
accused, now on bail from the higher court, 
were present at the court.  

This correspondent called the 
investigation officer several times and 
contacted via text messages for a comment 
on the allegation of the victim’s family, but 
he did not respond at the time of filing this 
report around 9pm yesterday.

Bangladesh
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unsure over whether we 
will be able to make the 
money back within the 
lease period of five years,” 
he said. 

But the park authorities 
are aware of the visitors’ 
wish, and try what they can 
to mitigate the issue, he 
added.

“When school students 
come to the park for picnic, 
we give them a 50 percent 
discount,” Mohammad Ali 
said.

A total of 18 staffers run 
the park. It remains open 
from 10am to 8pm. Around 
400 visitors come to the 
park on average every day.

Eventful
FROM PAGE 3

will exhibit 104 newly 
printed and reprinted 
books this year, said poet 
Pias Majid, the academy’s 
public relations officer.

The fair will remain 
open from 3pm to 8:30pm 
on Sundays to Thursdays; 
and from 11am to 8:30pm 
on weekends. On February 
21, the fair will remain 
open from 8am to 9pm.

2nd Edition

Never to return
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However, he has since started suspecting it 
was a “pre-planned murder” as there had 
been a scuffle between him and the bus 
owner prior to the accident.

Kamrul alleged the killer bus first tried to 
hit the auto-rickshaw carrying him and only 
hit Maleka’s vehicle after missing its mark.

“I have informed the matter to police 
and demanded justice,” he added.

Abdullahel Baquee, officer-in-charge 

of Savar Highway Police Station, said the 
auto-rickshaw was plying the service lane 
and that there had been no evidence that 
suggests it was auto-rickshaw driver Juwel’s 
fault.    

“We have already seized the bus but the 
driver managed to flee the scene,” said the 
OC. Filing of a case against the bus driver 
and the owner was underway, he added. 
Asked about Kamrul’s claim, the OC said 
police are looking into the matter.

A tragedy that could’ve
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Obaidullah and Aklima have another son who is six.

TWO CHILDREN REMAIN MISSING AFTER DROWNING

Five-year-old Toha Moni has been missing for two days 
after she drowned in a ditch full of waste in Kodomtoli area 
on Saturday afternoon, said Mahfuz Riben, duty officer of 
Fire Service and Civil Defence. 

A divers’ team from fire service searched for her Saturday 
and yesterday but could not find her, he said last night.

In another incident, four-year-old Asadul of Kadamtala 
drowned in Manda canal around 4pm yesterday, he said. 
“Divers searched for him yesterday, but to no avail. 

“We’ll resume the search for both of them today,” he said.


