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Youth kills 
father in 
Thakurgaon
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

A man was killed allegedly 
by his mentally challenged 
son in Baliadangi upazila 
of the district early 
yesterday.

The deceased, Saiful 
Islam, 40, was son of 
Makbul Hossain of Rupganj 
village in the upazila. 

The alleged killer Rasel 
Rana, 22, went into hiding 
soon after the murder, Officer 
in Charge of Baliadangi 
Police Station Habibul 
Haque Prodhan said. 

Quoting the deceased’s 
family members, police said 
after taking their meal on 
Monday night Saiful and 
three of his family members, 
including their only son 
Rasel, went to sleep. 

Around 5:00am, when 
Saiful’s wife Shahida woke 
up to offer her Fazr prayer, 
she saw her husband’s 
bloodstained body lying on 
the floor.

Hearing screams, 
neighbours rushed to the 
spot, found Saiful dead and 
informed the police. 

On information, police 
went to the spot, recovered 
the body and sent it to 
Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital 
for autopsy. 

They also recovered a 
spade which might have 
been used for killing Saiful, 
he added.  

Suspension of toll 
collection for 3hrs

A large number of vehicles get stranded in a 25-kilometre-long tailback on two sides of Bangabandhu Bridge over 

the Jamuna river yesterday, following suspension of toll collection on either sides of the bridge for nearly three 

hours, due to poor visibility caused by dense fog. PHOTO: STAR

Bangladesh Railway authorities conduct a drive to remove illegal structures on 

its land yesterday, knocking down around 30 shops, erected on railway land, near 

Brahmanbaria Railway Station. PHOTO: STAR

Rly land 
recovered
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Brahmanbaria

Bangladesh Railway (BR) 
authorities in a drive on 
Monday recovered three 
acres of railway land from 
illegal occupiers near 
Akhaura Rail Station.

The eviction drive 
that started on Monday 
morning at Amir Hossain 
Road under Akhaura 
municipality continued till 
the same evening.

During the drive, the 
law enforcers demolished 
at least 30 illegal shops on 
the railway land adjacent to 
Akhaura Rail Station.

Nazrul Islam, division 
estate officer of Dhaka 
division, said the illegal 
occupiers were served notices 
three days ago to shift their 
establishments, but they did 
not pay any heed.

Fish farming on 
leased canal
People living beside the government 
waterbody deprived of using its water 
for daily works
AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

People living along both sides of a canal 
in Harinakundo upazila are suffering 
immensely as an influential syndicate has 
been forbidding them to take bath or use its 
water for their personal household works. 

A local influential syndicate, mostly 
ruling party men, took lease of the 
15 kilometre canal, locally known as 
‘Harinakundo Khal,” for Tk 5.66 lakh in 
October 2018.

Before the lease, local farmers used to rot 
their jute plants here while many used to 
catch fish for a livelihood.

Besides, many village women are 
dependent on the canal water for household 
works. 

Villagers said seven local ruling party 
men took the lease of the canal for three 
years.

The syndicate members and their men 
has set up bamboo fences across the canal 
at different spot, many locals, seeking 
anonymity, said, adding that, the locally 
influential men also warned them not to 
bath or use the canal water. 

During a visit to the area near 
Harinakundo Bazar this correspondent 

saw the lessees have set up a number of 
bamboo fences at different places across 
the canal for fish cultivation. 

A local resident, seeking anonymity, said 
seven local Awami League (AL) leaders, 
including Upazila AL Senior Vice President 
Sajedul Islam alias Tanu took the lease of 
the canal.  

Another villager said due to the bamboo 
fences the canal water has become very dirty. 

It is totally unfair to lease such an 
important canal, he said, adding that the 
canal should remain open to all. 

According to Jhenidah Zila Parishad 
office, the government canal has been leased 
for three years from October 01, 2018.  

Zila Parishad General Secretary Rezai 
Rafin Sarkar said, according to the 
condition of the lease, if any one prevent 
the locals from using the canal water the 
lease will be cancelled.  

He will look in to the matter, Rafin said.      
When contacted, one of the lessees Tanu 

denied the allegation brought against them 
and said none had been prevented from 
using the canal water.

They have taken the lease by maintaining 
all the rules and regulations, he added.

A local influential syndicate has set up the bamboo fence after taking lease of this government canal in Jhenidah’s Harinakundo upazila 

for fish cultivation. PHOTO: STAR


