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two-thirds of Dhaka residents are members of the working
class, so we are focusing on them,” he added.

“This time, people will start a process of change by voting
for us. We need clean politics to achieve a clean Dhaka. A
different leadership is essential for a liveable city,” he said.

He promised that he will ensure a green city where
women and children will be comfortable and safe, and will
work to reduce traffic congestion, establish effective waste
management system and provide cheap housing facilities
for poor people. He will also stand against any kind of
illogical price hike of utilities.

His promises also include ensuring kitchen markets
with unadulterated items, developing sufficient number of
quality educational institutions, establishing hospitals and
primary healthcare, and making the city friendly for people
with disabilities.

Campaigners, mostly CPB workers and activists, paraded
different lanes in and around Mirpur, and held several
street meetings. They were also busy with distributing
leaflets and handbills among passers-by.

CPB General Secretary M Shah Alam, its leaders MM
Aksah and Dibalok Singha, and other local leaders took
part in the campaign.

Losing everything
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Firefighters with 15 vehicles rushed to the spot and doused
the blaze around 12:30pm, he said.

“The reason behind the fire could not be known
immediately,” said the official, adding that they were
investigating the incident.

MA Aziz, assistant sub-inspector of Panchlaish Police
Station, said firefighters had to struggle to conduct
operation as their vehicles could not reach close to the spot
due to illegal shops on the road. “So, they had to park on
the main road.”
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Protesting the Killing of Bangladeshis along the Bangladesh-India border, Chhatra Federation forms a human
chain in front of Jatiya Press Club yesterday. Four Bangladeshis were killed in the Noagaon and Jashore borders
on Thursday and two others were shot dead in Lalmonirhat the day before. According to Ain 0 Salish Kendra, at
least 43 Bangladeshi nationals were Killed by the Indian Border Security Force in 2019 while it was 14 in 2018.

He acted alone
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The next day he went to Dhaka airport through a ride-
sharing vehicle and boarded the Dubai-bound Biman
flight at 5:13pm. Seventeen minutes after take-off, he
changed his seat from 17-A to 1-D.

When cabin crew requested him to go back to his seat,
he started shouting -- brandishing a gun and bomb-like
object -- and tried to enter the cockpit.

The report said he told passengers that the plane was
being hijacked and he wanted to talk to the prime minister
and his wife, forcing the plane to make an emergency
landing at the Chattogram airport.

After landing, the para-commando team asked him to
surrender over loudspeaker but he refused. Later, he was
killed in the operation, the report added.

Lofty promises but
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and healthcare centres.

AL'’s Sariful Islam Bhuiya (ward-43 under Khilkhet), Joynal
Abedin (ward-45 under Uttarkhan), Saidur Rahman Sarker
(ward-46 under Uttarkhan) and AKM Masuduzzaman
(ward-48 under Dakkhinkhan) have also made similar
verbal pledges.

While some AL candidates had written manifestos, most
BNP candidates were yet to provide any.

They also pledged to work for the betterment of the
wards.

Nobi Hossain (ward-41 under Badda) said he will
publish one soon.

Asked, BNP’s Akhter Hossain (ward-43 under Khilkhet)
said, “We may provide a written manifesto before the
election day.”

Anwar Hossain (ward-44 under Uttarkhan) also did
not have any written manifesto and when asked why, he
evaded the question.
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The world is increasingly getting closer to the next
technological revolution and Bangladesh has to take
advantage of the situation by developing youths to be
technologically skilled and knowledgeable.

Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal made the
remark yesterday while speaking at a programme,
marking the golden jubilee of Dhaka University’s (DU)
Department of Accounting and Information System.

DU’s Accounting Alumni Association and the
department jointly organised the programme at the
university’s gymnasium.

The finance minister, who is also a former student of
the department, was given a lifetime achievement award
at the event.

Sharing heritage over a meal
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including foreign dignitaries. They not only
partake in a journey of delicious delicacies,
but also get a chance to admire the art and
antiques preserved there.

Emran also showed us many of his
prized possessions -- a gold-plated two-
hundred-year-old Quran, chandelier, a
rusty sword, rare handwritten books, array
of attars (fragrant essential oils), crockeries
and many more.

By this time, guests started to arrive. One
of them was Nafia Nigar, an MBA student
of Jahangirnagar University. She said she
read about the heritage home on Facebook.

Her friend, Sohanur Rahman, a
businessman by profession, was busy
admiring a bed at the corner. “SM Sultan
slept on that when he stayed here,”
informed Emran.

Another guest, Kishwoer Amin, a
chartered accountant, said, “There are many
hidden gems in this part of the town. But in
this case, visitors can actually step inside a
home and relish the experience firsthand.”

The Dhanmondi resident was not even
bothered by the heavy traffic she had to
face. She also brought along her six-year-
old daughter Yoshra Zahira.

Emran announced it was time for lunch
-- which is after all highlight of the visit. We
sat at the table, dating back to the days of
Abul Khairat.

Emran served “jafrani polau” (saffron
rice), “dimer shahi korma” (egg curry),

“murgir chop” (fritters made with potato and
minced chicken), “morog khana” (chicken
roast), “chingri malai” (prawn curry), salad
and borhani (traditional yoghurt drink).

To finish off the gastronomic adventure
on a high note, there’s also “zarda” (a sweet
dish made with rice, milk and sugar).

The meal was delicious and aplenty, and
most importantly Emran served us himself.

The menu also varies, he said. Guests
can pre-order “anarash ilish” (hilsa with
pineapple), “dolma” (edible leaf cooked with
a filling of ground meat and herbs) or “kofta”
(meatballs) as per package they choose.

It's homemade and cooked fresh.
Emran’s wife and sisters prepare the food
themselves. When asked whose cooking
he prefers the most, Emran answered right
away, “They are all excellent cooks.”

“This is our way of preserving our
tradition,” said the father of three. “Heritage
is more important than anything else. If
you damage it, you will never get it back.”

To visit the house and enjoy a meal
there, a guest will have to book two-three
days ahead by visiting his Facebook page --
“Lunch at Emran’s Heritage Home".

He said the money he makes from
hosting the meals, he spends on
maintenance of the house.

“This is not a restaurant. When you are
here you're family,” said Emran, a man
proud of his ancestry, his neighbourhood
and the city he fondly calls home.
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"HERITAGE MAGNET’

Taimur Islam, founder and chief executive
of USG, said they regularly organise
“Heritage Walk” to raise awareness for the
conservation of old buildings and showcase
the beauty of Old Dhaka.

“But what if you could step inside a
house, talk to owners, spend time with
them and witness how their ancestors lived
while enjoying a homemade meal,” said
the leading heritage activist of the country.

“Our goal is to create such ‘heritage
magnets. We are planning to introduce
exhibitions and cultural activities along
with meals to make the experience more
enjoyable,” he added. But it was not that
simple, Taimur continued. “Residents
of Old Dhaka are proud. They were not
comfortable with the idea that guests
would pay for hospitality. We had to
convince them the earnings generated from
this would help preserve their heritage.”

“We have taken a similar initiative at
another home in Rokonpur. It’s called Qazi
Bari. If we can start this in at least 10-15
places, people will be eager to spend a day
in Old Dhaka with their families without
any inhibition,” he hoped.

QAZI BARI
Steeped in heritage, the around 200-year-
old Qazi Bari is a remnant of the city’s rich
architectural legacy.

The family opened its doors to guests in
2019, offering not just traditional breakfast

and lunch but also a peek into the past.
Visitors can revel at the structure’s elegance
and how it withstood the test of time.

The house is owned by Qazi Saad Ullah
Hill Alim, a descendant of Mirza Elahi
Baksh who built the house in the early
1800s. There is also a mosque inside the
property, which is much older that the
house itself, said Saad.

He said around three to four months
back he got to know of USG. “They told me
their plans regarding Old Dhaka and how
they want to bring forward its heritage and
history,” Saad said.

Many foreign and local guests have
visited the place already, informed Saad.
“We share our family history with them. We
speak of our 400-500 years of attachment
to this place and the history of this
neighbourhood.”

They also get to relish the arts and
antiques preserved at the house along with
its architectural features.

Over the past 60 years, Qazi Bari has made
a lot of contributions to the country’s sports.
Saad’s father Qazi Abdul Alim was not only
a legendary athlete but also an expert in the
field of physical training and a writer.

He received numerous accolades for his
achievements as well as contributions to
sports. He also received a Unesco award
and holds the title of being the first person
to receive such an accolade in the south-
east Asia and Pacific region.
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