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644 cadres 
of 8 outfits 
surrender
OUR CORRESPONDENT, New 
Delhi

In one of the biggest 
surrenders by militants 
in Assam, altogether 644 
cadres of eight insurgent 
outfits formally laid down 
their arms yesterday. 

The members of the 
outfits, including United 
Liberation Front of Asom 
(I), National Democratic 
Front of Bodoland and 
National Liberation of 
Bengali among others, joined 
the mainstream in front 
of Assam Chief Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal at a 
programme here.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Sonowal said “People are 
happy that you have returned 
to the mainstream for the 
development of Assam. 
You have inspired all those 
who believe in democracy. I 
appeal to people still outside 
(the mainstream) to come 
forward and work for making 
India a strong country.”

He said the government 
will help rehabilitation of 
the surrendered extremists 
who can avail the benefits of 
existing government schemes 
for their sustenance. 

The highest number 
of 301 militants who 
surrendered belonged to the 
National Liberation Front of 
Bengali (NLFB), followed by 
178 from Adivashi Dragon 
Fighter (ADF) and 87 
from the National Santhal 
Liberation Army (NSLA).

The others who 
surrendered included 
50 cadres of the United 
Liberation Front of Assam 
-Independence (ULFA-I), 
8 militants of NDFB, 6 
of Kamatapur Liberation 
Organisation (KLO), 13 
members of Rava National 
Liberation Front (RNLF) 
and one Communist Party 
of India (Maoist) militant.

Besides 177 arms, the 
militants also laid down 
58 magazines, 1.93 kg 
explosives, 52 grenades, 
71 bombs, three rocket 
launchers, 306 detonators, 
two RT sets and 17 khukris.

Inspector General of 
Police (Special Branch) 
Hiren Chandra Nath said 
the surrendered militants 
came to a unilateral ceasefire 
between 2015 and 2019.  

“Today they formally 
laid down arms in an 
official function in front 
of the chief minister. These 
groups are not related to 
NDFB(S) militants, who 
declared ceasefire earlier 
this month,” he said.

“This is an important day 
for the state and the Assam 
Police. Altogether 644 
cadres and leaders of eight 
militant groups laid down 
their arms. This is one of 
the largest surrender of 
militants in recent history,” 
Director General of Police 
Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta told 
reporters.  

ASSAM MILITANTS

95 Indian women 
MPs face abuse
Says Amnesty Int’l study
THOMSON REUTERS FOUNDATION, New Delhi

Nearly 100 Indian women politicians faced abuse, including 
rape and death threats, on social media during elections 
last year, with researchers yesterday raising concerns over 
rising online violence against women globally.

A study by Amnesty International India said 95 female 
politicians received nearly 1 million hateful mentions 
on Twitter between March and May, one in five of which 
was sexist or misogynistic. In all, there were 724 women 
candidates.

Digital rights experts said gender-based online violence 
was increasing which was intimidating women and deterring 
them from putting themselves forward for public office.

“People should know what women in politics endure, 
what they have to put up with and how unequal it becomes 
for them,” said Shazia Ilmi, a member of India’s ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), in the report.

It was unclear if online abuse against women politicians 
was worsening or improving as the research was the first of 
its kind and scale in India, said an Amnesty spokesperson.

But Adrian Lovett, head of the World Wide Web 
Foundation, said gender-based online violence was on the 
rise globally in developed and well as developing countries.

He said this was exacerbating the digital divide between 
men and women which was getting worse as the number 
of people going online increased and more men than 
women logged on.

“Gender based online violence is increasing,” Lovett told 
the Thomson Reuters Foundation at the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting on Davos in the Swiss Alps.

“It is not particular to one country or one region. It is a 
reality in developing countries and an increasing challenge 
in North America, Europe and across the world.

“This is affecting political participation by women, 
especially young women being put off by the online 
harassment of women in public life.”  

Help mediate on Kashmir
Pak PM calls on UN; India reiterates there is no role for third party
AGENCIES

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan called on Wednesday 
for the United Nations to help mediate between nuclear 
armed India and Pakistan over the disputed territory of 
Kashmir.

“This is a potential flashpoint,” Khan said during 
a media briefing at the annual meeting of the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, adding that it was 
time for the “international institutions ... specifically set up 
to stop this” to “come into action”.

The Indian government in August revoked the 
constitutional autonomy of Jammu and Kashmir, India’s 
only Muslim-majority state, splitting it into two federal 
territories in a bid to integrate it fully with India and to 
rein in militancy.

Kashmir is claimed in full 
by both India and Pakistan. 
The two countries have gone 
to war twice over it, and both 
rule parts of it. India’s portion 
has been plagued by separatist 
violence since the late 1980s.

Khan said his biggest fear 
was how New Delhi would 
respond to ongoing protests in 
India over a citizenship law that many feel targets Muslims.

“We’re not close to a conflict right now ... What if the 
protests get worse in India, and to distract attention from 
that, what if ...”

The prime minister said he had discussed the prospect 
of war between his country and India in a Tuesday meeting 
with U.S. President Donald Trump. Trump later said he 
had offered to help mediate between the two countries.

Khan said Pakistan and the United States were closer 
in their approach to the Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan 
than they had been for many years. He said he had never 
seen a military solution to that conflict.

“Finally the position of the U.S. is there should be 
negotiations and a peace plan.”

In a separate on-stage conversation later on Wednesday, 
Khan said he had told Trump in their meeting that a war 

with Iran would be “a disaster for the world”. Trump had 
not responded, Khan said.

Khan made some of his most straightforward comments 
when asked why Pakistan has been muted in defense of 
Uighurs in China.

China has been widely condemned for setting up complexes 
in remote Xinjiang that Beijing describes as “vocational 
training centers” to stamp out extremism and give people 
new skills. The United Nations says at least one million 
ethnic Uighurs and other Muslims have been detained.

When pressed on China’s policies, Khan said Pakistan’s 
relations with Beijing were too important for him to speak 
out publicly.

“China has helped us when we were at rock bottom. 
We are really grateful to the Chinese government, so we 

have decided that any issues 
we have had with China we 
will handle privately.”

Meanwhile, India yesterday 
reiterated that there is no role 
for any third party on the 
Kashmir issue amid reports 
that Trump has again offered 
to “help” India and Pakistan 
resolve the lingering dispute, 
reports TOI.

Responding to a question on Trump purportedly 
raising the Kashmir issue during his talks with Pakistan 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, ministry of external affairs 
spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said, “Our position on the 
Kashmir issue and third party mediation has been very 
clear and consistent. Let me reiterate that there is no role 
for any third party in this matter.”

He said that such issues must be resolved bilaterally and 
the onus is on Pakistan to create an atmosphere free of 
terror and violence to facilitate such discussions.

“If there are any bilateral issues between India and 
Pakistan that need to be discussed, it should be done 
between the two countries under provisions of Shimla 
Agreement and Lahore Declaration. But the onus is on 
Pakistan to create such conducive conditions - free from 
terror, hostility and violence,” Kumar told reporters.

Trump agrees US-Iraq 
‘security partnership’
Iraqi protester gunned down during anti-govt 
demonstration in southern city of Basra
AFP, Davos

President Donald Trump and his Iraqi 
counterpart Barham Saleh agreed on 
Wednesday on the need for a continued 
US military role in the country, the White 
House said.

In Davos, Switzerland, the two 
presidents held their first meeting since 
the United States killed a top Iranian 
general in Baghdad, sparking an Iraqi 
parliament call for expulsion of US 
troops.

“The two leaders agreed on the 
importance of continuing the United 
States-Iraq economic and security 
partnership, including the fight 
against ISIS,” the White House said.

“President Trump reaffirmed 
the United States’ unwavering 
commitment to a sovereign, stable, and 
prosperous Iraq.”

Tensions between Washington and 
Tehran boiled over onto Iraqi soil this 
month, with the US killing top Iranian 
general Qasem Soleimani in Baghdad and 
Iran striking back at an Iraqi base hosting 
American soldiers.

Furious at the US hit, Iraq’s parliament 
voted January 5 to oust all foreign troops, 
including some 5,200 American soldiers 
deployed alongside local forces.

A source from Saleh’s office told AFP he 
had discussed with Trump the US drone 
strike as well as the withdrawal of forces.

Trump told Saleh that he “does not 
want to stay in Iraq”, the source said, 

and would draw down forces in an 
“unprecedented way”.

Saleh told world leaders in Davos the 
parliamentary vote was “not a sign of 
ingratitude or hostility”, but a response to 
a violation of his country’s sovereignty.

“It is not in our interest to choose to ally 
with one side at the expense of others, as 
long as both respect our sovereignty and 
independence.”

He added that “no country 
should seek to dictate to Iraq” 
the nature of its relationships.

Meanwhile, an Iraqi 
demonstrator was shot dead 
in the southern city of Basra 
overnight, a security source and 
the human rights commission 
said yesterday, the latest in a 
string of protester deaths.

The anti-government demonstrations 
rocking the Iraqi capital and the Shia-majority 
south since October had abated in recent 
weeks amid spiralling tensions between Iraq’s 
key allies, the United States and Iran.  

To recapture momentum and boost 
pressure on authorities, protesters this 
week began shutting down roads across the 
country -- but violence against them has 
escalated, too.

The young demonstrator was shot dead 
by unidentified assailants after he left the 
main protest camp in Basra, a security 
source said.

He had no papers on his person and 
police were waiting for someone to identify 
the body, the source told AFP.

GLOBAL ONLINE VIOLENCE

Protests bring fear 
to India campuses
Students track each other on mobile 
devices to ensure people are safe
REUTERS, Bengaluru

One of India’s most famous universities is half-empty and 
some students who are on campus track each other on 
mobile devices to ensure people are safe, as violent clashes 
spill on to campuses that are seen as a hotbed of anti-
government protests.

The country has been rocked by demonstrations against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s new citizenship law that 
some say discriminates against Muslims. At least 25 people 
have died and thousands of people have been arrested.

Many of the most visible and persistent protests have 
been in and around universities, and some students now 
fear for their safety following clashes with police and 
unidentified mobs in recent weeks.

“I don’t think I can ever feel completely safe, either in the 
girls’ hostel or on campus,” said Nayla Khwaja, a student 
at New Delhi’s renowned Jamia Millia Islamia university.

Last month police smashed their way into the 
institution, firing tear gas shells as scores of terrified 
students barricaded doors and hid inside bathrooms.

Weeks on from the violence, large parts of the college 
remain deserted, with some parents refusing to allow students 
who flock to the university from all parts of India to return.

Less than half of the 20,000-strong student population 
is back on campus for the new semester, according to 
college chief proctor Waseem Ahmad Khan.

Beyond the capital, protests have also erupted in colleges 
in Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata and Chennai.

In some cases they have spilled into nearby town 
squares, with citizens holding Indian flags and demanding 
the revocation of the law in the most sustained opposition 
to Modi since he first swept to power in 2014.

Students say they are concerned about further attacks 
which they blame on right-wing groups tied to the ruling 
Hindu nationalists.

“There is an environment of fear that was never seen 
before,” said Saheb Samanta, a PHD scholar in Kolkata’s 
Jadavpur University.

Kashmir is a potential 
flashpoint: Imran Khan

He discussed prospect of 
war between his country 

and India with Trump

ANTI-CAA DEMONSTRATIONS IN INDIA

A woman checks an identity card of Vyommitra, a humanoid developed by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), during a 

conference in Bengaluru, India yesterday. ISRO wants to send Vyommitra on an unmanned mission. The unmanned flights are part of the 

bigger Gaganyaan project, which eventually will send Indian astronauts into space. PHOTO: REUTERS


