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Ward-based budget
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The city planners also emphasised on community-based activities. According 
to them, all activities of the local government bodies should centre on ward 
councillor offices.

BIP suggested building ward complexes in 129 wards where residents could 
avail all civic services.

Dr Adil said people would get better services if councillor offices are made 
centre of all civic services. He also suggested forming area-based teams to 
inspect development with an aim to reduce public sufferings.

BIP President Akter Mahmud said, “At national level, we saw parliament 
members electing president. We also want the same in the local government 
system where councillors will choose mayors from themselves.”

He said if councillors were given power to select mayors, more competent 
persons would participate in the polls.

BIP also suggested keeping ward-based allocation in the budget and making 
the standing committee effective in this regard.

It also asked prospective mayors to manifest good leadership qualities and 
work together with other service-oriented government organisations to ensure 
smooth civic services.

Replying to a question, Mahmud said there are many successes as well 
as failures of the previous mayors. “We’ve seen a rise in dengue but the city 
corporations failed to involve people to prevent its spread,” he said.

The BIP president also recommended setting up ward complexes as it will 
bring positive change in the society.

About 745 councillors are contesting in 129 wards while 13 contenders are 
running in the mayoral race in the two city corporation elections on February 1.  

Non-cognisable or 
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BNP leaders alleged that the attackers were supporters 
of a local ward councillor candidate backed by the 
ruling Awami League.

Tabith suffered minor injuries while several of his 
followers were also injured. 

The BNP mayoral candidate filed a complaint 
with RO that night, and sought suspension and 
withdrawal of Darus Salam Police Station’s officer-
in-charge. 

The returning officer, in a letter on January 21, 
asked the OC of the Darus Salam Police Station and 
executive magistrate concerned to investigate the 
matter and submit a report within 48 hours.

Darus Salam police Officer-in-Charge Tofail 
Ahmed in his report said Tabith and his supporters 
came face to face with AL-backed ward councillor 
candidate Mujib Sarwar Masum and his supporters 
on a narrow road at Borobazar in Gabtoli.

Police intervened and dispersed both groups 
after they were engaged in a scuffle, the probe report 
added. 

After getting complaints from both groups, police 
made an inquiry and found that it was a non-
cognisable offence.

Tofail said that none of the candidates had 
informed them about their plan to take part in 
electioneering. 

DNCC returning officer Abul Kashem said 
according to the electoral code of conduct, all 
candidates should inform local police 24 hours prior 
to holding a street rallies or meetings. 

“Both candidates have violated electoral code 
of conduct; we will send them letters to follow the 
electoral code of conduct strictly,” he said.

DNCC RO also sent a letter to all candidates, 
asking them to inform local police about their 
activities 24 hours prior to the programmes.

Over 49,000 river 
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special drives conducted in seven days last year (December 18-24). Mahmud 
said around 21.5-acre river land was recovered during the drives.

In reply to another question from AL MP Benjir Ahmed (Dhaka-20), the 
state minister said six projects are now ongoing to increase navigability of the 
rivers.

The projects include capital dredging on 53 inland river routes (Phase-I: 24 
River Routes); digging 12 important river routes; and reviving and developing 
navigability of old Punarbhaba, Brahmaputra, Dharla and Tulai rivers.  

Deal inked to expand
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Both governments have identified 46 projects in 
Bangladesh that would improve connectivity within 
the country and out of the country, she said. 

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul 
Quader said this is an important connectivity project 
and hoped the contractors would complete the work 
timely, maintaining due quality.

Road Transport and Highway Division Secretary 
Nazrul Islam and RHD chief engineer Ashraful Alam 
also spoke at the programme. 

PROJECT COST TO ESCALATE 

Talking to The Daily Star after the programme, Arun 
Alo Chakma said the firm would start construction 
work within one month.

Asked about the delay to start work, he said they 

had to do a lot of work for floating tenders and in all 
aspects, they had to take approval from the Indian 
authorities concerned, which has taken a lot of time.

He said they have completed pre-tendering work 
for third package, and already sent it to the Indian 
authorities for concurrent. “We will float the tender 
process soon,” he said.

Replying to another question, he said the total 
project cost may increase as they have to spend more 
than allocated money for land acquisition.

Besides, RHD in 2018 re-scheduled their rates and 
according to the new estimate, the construction cost 
would increase, he said.

However, the additional amount of cost could 
be known after finalisation of tender process of the 
third package, he added.

Illogical, immoral
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are scheduled to perform hajj this year, scheduled 
to take place on July 31 -- subject to sighting of the 
moon.

“If pilgrims’ airfare is hiked, then the cost of 
total hajj package will also go up. This will also 
create burden on pilgrims,” the HAAB president 
told this newspaper yesterday. 

Many Bangladeshis may fail to perform hajj due 
to high costs, he added.

An official of the religious affairs ministry said 
they did not agree with the civil aviation ministry’s 
proposal to illogically increase the airfare of hajj 
pilgrims, as the Saudi government did not impose 
any new charge for this year’s hajj and the price of 
jet fuel did not increase.

“Oil prices have declined in the world market. 
Amid such a situation, raising the airfare is not 
logical,” he said, wishing not to be named.

At an inter-ministerial meeting on Sunday, 
secretary to the civil aviation ministry Md Mohibul 
Haque placed the proposal to increase pilgrim’s 
this year’s airfare to Tk 1,54,000 from Tk 1,28,000 
in last year.

HAAB leaders at the meeting protested the 
proposal, and as the civil aviation ministry 
remained rigid on the proposal, HAAB leaders at 
one stage walked out, meeting sources told The 
Daily Star.

As a result, the meeting was adjourned and the 
matter of setting pilgrims’ airfare is still undecided.

The civil aviation ministry recently rescheduled 
the price of airfare of hajj pilgrims at Tk 1,40,000, 
which was also rejected by the HAAB.

Both the religious affairs ministry and HAAB 
said the proposed airfare is two to three times 
higher than the normal fare on Dhaka-Saudi route.

The government is yet to announce the hajj 
package for this year. 

CM Shafi Sami 
new chair of 
UAP trustee
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CM Shafi 
Sami, former 
diplomat, has 
unanimously 
been elected 
chairperson 
of University 
of Asia Pacific’s (UAP) 
Board of Trustees, said 
a press release of the 
university yesterday. 

The other elected office 
bearers include Prof Dr 
Mohammad Shariful Islam 
as senior vice chairperson; 
Mohammed Nazrul Islam 
and Tashmeem Shayera 
as vice chairpersons, and 
Alamzeb Farjad Ahmed as 
treasurer.

Sami, former president 
of Association of Private 
Universities of Bangladesh, 
is succeeding Monzoor 
Ahmad Chowdhury as 
chair of board of trustees.

CM Shafi Sami has 
worked in many countries 
under the ministry of 
foreign affairs, and he was 
the chief coordinator of 
the first Saarc summit. He 
was also an adviser to the 
caretaker government of 
2006.

Former Brazilian goalkeeper Júlio César goes through the curated exhibits at Bangabandhu Memorial Museum yesterday, while CRI Trustee 

Radwan Mujib Siddiq and museum’s curator Nazrul Islam Khan guide him along. The veteran footballer made a two-day visit to Bangladesh 

on invitation from Bangladesh Football Federation, marking the birth centenary of Bangabandhu. PHOTO: COLLECTED
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the electoral code of conduct, as law enforcers and 
magistrates are not carrying out their duties properly.

“So, what is the necessity to stage a farce in the name of 
election?”

Referring to a newspaper report, he said around 1,825 
cases were filed against BNP candidates in Dhaka north 
and south city corporation elections, while there are only 
53 cases against the ruling party ones.

 “How will we restore people’s confidence in the election 
system if such a situation prevails?” he questioned. 

Media enlistment of 
Sangram revoked
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The Department of Films and Publications (DFP) yesterday 
revoked the media enlistment of Bangla daily Sangram.  

The DFP took the decision following a report published 
by the daily on December 12, 2019, headlined “Sixth 
martyrdom anniversary of Shaheed Abdul Quader Mollah 
today” which is untrue, said a DFP press release yesterday.

Angered by the report, a mob on December 13 
vandalised the office of Sangram in the capital’s Boro 
Moghbazar. Police also arrested its editor Abul Asad in a 
case filed under Digital Security Act.

Quader Mollah, former assistant secretary general of 
Jamaat-e-Islami, was hanged at the old Dhaka central jail 
in 2013, in a case over committing crimes against humanity 
during the Liberation War. 

The assistant general secretary of the Jamaat-e-Islami 
was earlier handed life imprisonment for involvement in 
war crimes on February 5, 2013 -- a sentence that sparked 
the Shahbagh movement and spread countrywide, rallying 
for maximum punishment of war criminals. The Supreme 
Court on September 17 overruled the International Crimes 
Tribunal judgement and sentenced him to death. 
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