
CITY DHAKA TUESDAY JANUARY 21, 2020, MAGH 7, 1426 BS4

53 lakh new voters
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crore, said Mohammad Sidul Islam. 
Of them, 5.53 crore are male and 5.42 crore female.
Besides, names of 13.92 lakh voters who died were 

dropped from the list.
Sidul Islam said during data collection between April 24 

and May 19 last year, enumerators of EC collected data of 
citizens who were born on or before January 1 in 2001, 2002, 
2003 and 2004, and the latest draft list contains names of 
those born on or before January 1 of 2001 and 2002.

“We will publish draft lists gradually in 2021 and 2022 
with information of citizens who were born on or before 
January 1, 2003 and 2004; they would gradually be included 
in the electoral roll after reaching the age of 18,” he said.

The draft voter list was made available at district and 
upazila election offices. People will get a chance to correct 
their information and file any complains about the new 
list by February 5.

The correction and complains may include -- amending 
personal information and address, excluding names of 
deceased persons, appeal for migration from one area to 
another and any objection against any newly-registered 
voters, said EC officials.

Officials will complete corrections and resolve the 
disputes by February 22, and the final list will be published 
on March 1.

BILL PLACED AT JS TO EXTEND DEADLINE

Meanwhile, a bill titled “Electoral Rolls (Amendment) 
Bill 2020” was placed in  parliament yesterday, aimed at 
extending the deadline for updating voter  lists till March 2 
instead of January 31 every year. 

Law Minister Anisul Huq placed the bill, which was sent 
to the  parliamentary standing committee on the respective 
ministry for further  scrutiny. The parliamentary standing 
committee on law was asked to submit its report before the 
House within three working days. 

While placing the proposed law, the minister said the 
amendment was  brought to the existing Electoral Rolls Act 
2009 aiming to extend the  timeframe till March 1, as it is 
difficult to update all the voter lists  within only 29 days 
from January 2 to January 31. 

According to article 11 of the existing Electoral Rolls 
Act 2009, there is a provision to update all voter lists from 
January 2 to  January 31 every year. The law minister also said 
the cabinet meeting earlier also decided  to observe national 
voter day on March 2 instead of March 1 every  year.
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any interest in involving reserved seat 
councillors in city corporation activities, 
she added.

“In the last one year as a councillor, I 
did not get any development work from 
the DSCC mayor. I tried to get involved in 
various activities on my own,” said Nazma.

“I know that I could play an important 
role in the projects, if given the opportunity. 
If we [women councillors] do not work for 
the people, why would they vote for us?” 
she said.

Nazma said they could carry out 
different development works for women’s 
empowerment, if the authorities concerned 
supported them. “I even conducted 
training on sewing and knitting for the 
disadvantaged in my areas on my own 
during my one-year councillorship.”

AL’s Shahnaz Begum is a councillor 
aspirant for wards 67-69. She said she 
wants to work for building a drug-free 
society and empowering insolvent women 
through organising necessary funds and 
training programmes.

“To achieve this goal, it is very important 
to have the mayor’s and general councillors’ 
support,” she said.

BNP councillor aspirant Farida Yesmin 
(ward 39, 40, 49 under Wari) said reserved 
seat women councillors need more power 
in order to work for the betterment of their 
respective wards.

BNP-backed candidate Khaleda Alam 
(ward 52-54 under Kadamtali) said, “It’s 
not easy to cover three wards within a 
short time. Even if we want to, we cannot 
conduct door-to-door campaigns like our 
male counterparts as we have a larger area 
to cover.”

Mentioning lack of playgrounds in her 
wards, she said, “If elected, I want to work for 
creating more open spaces and playgrounds.”

DNCC

In the north, 18 women councillor 
candidates each from Awami League and 
BNP are vying for the reserved seats.  

Salma Kamal, president of Pallabi Thana 
Mohila Awami league, is contesting for 
the second time in wards 2, 3, 5. Her area 
includes Pallabi and Brindaban areas. She 
is also joint secretary of Dhaka Mohanagar 
Mohila Awami League.

“Nearly half the voters in my area are 
women. I am encouraging them to vote,” 
she said, adding that women’s right to vote 
is imperative. 

She said, “It’s quite challenging to 
look after multiple wards. Despite various 
discriminations, we continue to work for 
people. If elected, I would like to do more 
for women.”

Razia Sultana Etee is the incumbent 
councillor of wards 9-11. Her area includes 
Gabtoli, Kalyanpur, Darussalam and Mirpur.

The senior vice president of Darussalam 
Thana Mohila Awami League said, “Since 

2001, women candidates for reserve 
seats are being elected, not selected. I am 
contesting again as I want to help women 
in my area.”

She said it is crucial that the authorities 
concerned extend full support to them so 
that they can continue to serve people in 
the best possible way. 

“Our responsibility is in no way less than 
our male counterparts. We actually cover 
more area than them. That’s why I don’t 
like to call us reserved seat councillors,” she 
added.

“If elected, I will continue to work for 
women’s empowerment. But at the same 
time, I know the limitations we face, so I 
am not promising anything grand. I wish 
to set up a training centre for widows and 
poor women, where they will learn how to 
sew and knit for free,” she added.

About the challenges women candidates 
face, she said, “During campaign, we need 
to cover many areas in a short span of time. 
I had to communicate with people through 
mike for hours in multiple areas. Now 
doctors are telling me not to talk much and 
rest my voice, otherwise my vocal cord may 
get damaged.”

“But as a pubic representative, how can I 
not speak to people?” 

Stressing the need for more support from 
the city corporation, she said, “During the 
dengue outbreak, I had to initiate awareness 
campaign with my own funds as we were 

not given any fogger machines,” she said.

‘A CHANGE IN POLITICAL MINDSET, 

SYSTEM NEEDED’

Stressing that equal participation of men 
and women in running a state and decision-
making process is imperative, Dr Fauzia 
Moslem, acting president of Bangladesh 
Mahila Parishad, said a woman councillor 
[from reserved seat] has to work in three 
wards at a time.

In this context, women councillors 
cannot ensure their due role in development 
activities as they are deprived of adequate 
government funds and proper working 
environment, she said.

Local government expert Tofail Ahmed 
said the current system has to be changed. 
He said a parliamentary system should 
be introduced where people will elect 
councillors and then the councillors will 
elect a mayor from themselves.

In a male-dominated society, women 
in reserved seats cannot exercise power 
properly, whereas male councillors exercise 
power beyond their jurisdiction, he added.

“To empower women in the current 
system, one-third of the total wards should 
be dedicated only for women candidates, 
from where they will contest as councillors. 
Also, the wards can be changed by rotation 
every five years,” he added.

Experts also suggested that a change 
in political mindset is also crucial in this 
regard.

Despite predicaments

Gas reserve will be
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government’s various measures. 
While replying to a query from AL MP M Abdul Latif, the 

state minister said there is no shortage of electricity in the 
country at present as the production capacity of electricity 
remains higher than the demand. 

He also informed the House that the government will 
finalise the draft coal policy at the quickest possible time.

Nasrul told the parliament that 8,318 posts are vacant 
under different departments and companies of the power 
division. 

He said a recruitment process is ongoing to fill the posts. 
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election race by resigning form the position 
just ahead of collecting nomination forms. 
“Necessary action can be taken against 
the officials who have taken part in such 
electioneering,” Talukdar added.

In an unofficial note on January 13, 
Talukdar has urged the commission  to 
issue a specific circular stating that MPs and 
ministers will not be able to take part in 
any election-related activities. In yesterday’s 
letter, he said a lawmaker is still engaged 
in campaign activities, according to a 
newspaper report.

“In this circumstance, I think it is 
necessary to publish a circular with specific 
guidelines,” he said.

US FOR PEACEFUL POLLS

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Earl R Miller 
yesterday said they hope that the elections 
to Dhaka city corporations will be credible, 
peaceful and festive.

“The hope of United States is that the 

elections are peaceful, festive and credible. 
We also hope that the elections will be 
participatory,” Miller told reporters after a 
meeting with CEC KM Nurul Huda at the 
commission.

He said the US, along with other 
members of diplomatic corps, will have 
election observers to see the democratic 
process during the elections on February 1. 

Miller also said he came to the 
commission to see the electronic voting 
machines and to learn more about those. 

Voter turnout is more in Bangladesh 
than in the US, the US envoy remarked, 
calling upon voters to go out and vote for 
the candidate of their choice on election 
day.

“My message to all voters in Bangladesh 
and certainly in my country -- as we look 
at our election coming at the end of this 
year -- participate in the process, which is 
sometimes imperfect, noisy, messy but a 
vitally important process,” he added.  

Executive magistrates’ activities
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announced in parliament that the quota 
system would be scrapped.

TK 1.17CR COMPENSATION FOR AIR 

CRASH CASUALTIES 

Yesterday, the cabinet also gave final 
approval to a draft law on air transportation, 
proposing an enhanced compensation of 
Tk 1.17 crore for every casualty in any air 
crash, while the previous amount was Tk 
20,37,600, reports BSS.

“The weekly cabinet meeting gave 
its final nod to The Air Transport (The 
Montreal Convention, 1999) Act, 2020,” 
said the cabinet secretary.

He said the amount was meant for 
individual victims of any air crash, dead or 
wounded; the law was drafted in line with 
the 1999 Montreal Convention, which 
Bangladesh endorsed the same year.

Officials familiar with the drafting 
process said victims of a recent crash of an 
aircraft belonging to a Bangladeshi private 

airlines got Tk 20,37,600, which appeared 
minimal, prompting authorities to reassess 
the amount under the proposed law.

The cabinet secretary said the law also 
proposed payment of US $5,734 to every 
passenger by every flight carrier for delays, 
while the amount previously was $20.

He said the proposed law would also 
obligate flight carriers to compensate for 
missing or damaged luggage and cargo.

Anwarul said the proposed amount is 
$1,381 and $24 respectively for per kg of 
damaged or lost baggage and cargo; the 
compensation were $20 for both the cases 
previously.

The top bureaucrat said the cabinet 
also approved in principle draft of “The 
Bangladesh Travel Agencies (Registration 
and Control) (Amendment), Act, 2020, 
aimed at making their operations smooth. 

Iodised Salt Act, 2020 and Chattogram 
Port Authority Act, 2020 were the two other 
proposed laws to get the cabinet nod. 

Cabinet approves
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