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Instilling 
ideologies of 
Bangabandhu in 
children stressed
BSS, Dhaka

The qualities and 
ideologies of Father of 
the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
have to be instilled among 
children, said Jatiya 
Sangsad Speaker Dr Shirin 
Sharmin Chaudhury.

During the “Mujib Year”, 
all children should know 
how Bangabandhu inspired 
the Bangalee nation and 
under his undaunted 
leadership, the Bangalee 
nation earned the ultimate 
victory through the nine-
month Liberation War in 
1971, she said.

She was addressing 
the launching ceremony 
of an art exhibition at 
Zainul Gallery of Dhaka 
University’s fine arts faculty 
as the chief guest on Friday.

Lipika Art Academy 
organised the “Annual 
Art Exhibition”, marking 
Homecoming Day of 
Bangabandhu.

The historic 
Homecoming Day of 
Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman is 
observed on January 10.

On this day in 1972, 
Bangabandhu had 
returned to independent 
and sovereign Bangladesh 
after over nine and a half 
months of captivity in a 
Pakistan jail.
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RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

Workshop for journos 
starts in M’singh
OUR CORRESPONDENT, M’singh

A four-day workshop  for journalists on religious tolerance 
started at Mymensingh Press Club yesterday.

The workshop, organised by News Network and 
supported by the Canadian High Commission in 
Bangladesh, was attended by 25 journalists from various 
backgrounds.

On the inaugural day, two sessions on “Freedom of 
Religion and Bangladesh” and “Religious Rights and 
Fundamental Rights in Bangladesh Constitution and 
Human Rights” were held.

Deputy Commissioner of Mymensingh Md Mizanur 
Rahman inaugurated the workshop as chief guest.  
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More than a thousand devotees from about 
35 countries, including Saudi Arabia, the 
USA, the UK, Turkey and India, took part 
in this year’s congregation, he added.

The second day of the ijtema, yesterday, 
continued through various religious 
sermons and prayers, Wasiful further said. 

Anwar Hossain, commissioner of 
Gazipur Metropolitan Police, said they have 
beefed up security measures and restricted 
vehicular movement near the ijtema ground 
-- from yesterday night to toady afternoon 
-- ahead of Akheri Munajat.

Some 8,500 members of law 
enforcement agencies have been deployed 
in and around the Ijtema ground.

Bangladesh Railway launched special 
services in various routes considering the 

huge gathering. Besides, most of the trains 
will make a stop at Tongi Railway Station 
before and after the munajat.

FOUR MORE DIE IN IJTEMA

Meanwhile on Friday night, four more 
devotees died at the ijtema venue, 
mostly due to heart attack and old-age 
complications. With them, a total of 14 
people died during this year’s ijtema so far 
since January 10.

The four deceased are Ilias Miah (85) 
from Dhaka’s Uttara, Abdus Sobhan (65) 
from Gaibandha, Humayun Kabir (65) 
from Rangpur, and AFM Jahurul Alam (62) 
from Jhenidah.

Manjur Rahman, deputy commissioner 
of Gazipur police, said the bodies were 
handed over to the families after namaz-e-
janazas held on the ijtema ground.

Akheri Munajat

Govt working 
to ensure 
quality edu: 
minister
BSS, Dhaka

Law, Justice and 
Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Anisul Huq 
yesterday said the present 
government is working 
relentlessly to ensure quality 
education in the country.

“We would be able 
to create skilled human 
resources by ensuring 
quality education for 
them,” he said while 
addressing the orientation 
programme for students 
of “Spring-2020” at North 
South University (NSU).

Presided over by 
Vice Chancellor of the 
university Prof Atiqul 
Islam, the event was also 
addressed by Canadian 
envoy in Bangladesh 
Benoit Préfontaine and 
NSU Board of Trustees 
Chairman Benajir Ahmed, 
among others. 

Lauding the education 
system of NSU, the law 
minister said the institute 
has been able to achieve 
a special position, thanks 
to the united efforts of its 
faculties and students.

“The students of today 
will lead the country 
in future. That is why 
they have to prepare 
themselves to handle future 
challenges,” the minister 
said.

“Students have to be 
prepared for playing their 
roles in country’s economic 
development and tackling 
global challenges. The 
government has adopted 
different initiatives to 
ensure quality education 
for them,” he added.  

A milestone
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Religious-Ethnic Minority 
Communities collaborated 
with the minorities’ 
platform for the press 
conference.

The government can 
still change the schedule of 
elections on any other day 
instead of the puja day if it 
wishes well, he said.

On the EC’s explanation 
for observing puja on the 
Election Day, Dasgupta 
said the Saraswati Puja is 
especially celebrated by 
students in all schools, 
colleges and universities 
amid much festivity.  

“So, how will they 
worship there if the city 
corporations use their 
educational institutions as 
polling centres on the day 
of puja?” he questioned. 

He termed such decision 
unpractical and hurtful. 

Terming the different 
quarters’ solidarity over the 
demand of rescheduling 
a positive sign, he said the 
EC could easily change the 
schedule as all mayoral 
candidates, major political 
parties including Awami 
League and BNP as well as 
students have requested a 
deferment.         

On December 22, 
the EC announced that 
elections to the two Dhaka 
city corporations will 
be held on January 30. 
Over the last few days, 
students and members 
of the Hindu community 
held demonstrations, 
demanding that the EC 
change the date.

Bangladesh self-sufficient 
in food: minister
BSS, Savar

Food Minister Sadhan Chandra Majumder 
yesterday said Bangladesh has achieved 
self-sufficiency in food as the government 
has implemented massive development 
programmes to realise that goal.

“Once Bangladesh faced severe food 
deficiency… Now the country has turned 
into a food surplus one through taking 
technology-based initiatives,” he said.

The minister said this while addressing 
the Annual Botanical Conference-2019, 
jointly organised by Bangladesh Botanical 
Society and Botany department of 
Jahangirnagar University (JU) on the 
campus.

JU Vice Chancellor Prof Farzana Islam, 
pro-VC (Administration) Prof Dr Amir 
Hussain, pro-VC (Education) Prof Dr 
Nurul Alam, teachers and representatives of 
different organisations, among others, were 
present on the occasion. 

President of Bangladesh Botanical 
Society Prof Dr M Abdul Gafur presided 
over the event.

The minister said, “We have attached 
priority to invention of different high 
yielding varieties of crops to boost food 
production in the country.” 

He urged scientists to intensify their 
research for developing more such crops as 
country’s economy largely depends on the 
agriculture sector.  

This overloaded rickshaw-van overturned in the capital’s Ananda Bazar area yesterday. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Officers’ Club, Dhaka 
gets new committee
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Local Government 
Division Additional 
Secretary Mesbah 
Uddin has been elected 
general secretary 
and Public Security 
Division Additional 
Secretary Md Jahangir 
Alam treasurer of 
Officers’ Club, Dhaka 
for 2020-2021, says a press release. 

Cabinet Secretary Khandaker Anwarul Islam is the ex-
officio chairman of the executive committee and general 
secretary is the administrative head of the club. 

KM Mozammel Haque, Md Ansar Ali Khan and M Khalid 
Mahmud have been elected vice-chairmen while Mustakim 
Billah Faruqi, Prof Ferodusi Khan and Md Azharul Islam 
Khan were elected joint secretaries. Besides, 14 others were 
elected members. 

The election of the club’s executive committee was held 
on January 16.

Out of 5,484 voters, 4,235 members cast their votes, the 
release added.  

Mesbah Uddin Jahangir Alam

2nd Edition

This truck carrying electric poles partially capsized in the Arial Kha river in 

Barishal yesterday after the pontoon at Mirganj Ferry Ghat could not handle the 

load. According to officials, the accident took place due to overloading as the 

truck was supposed to carry 15 poles instead of 30. Road communication from 

the city to Muladi upazila still remains snapped due to the incident, reports our 

correspondent. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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including Jagannath Hall union General 
Secretary Kajal Das, Social Welfare 
Secretary Pradip Das, and general students 
Apurbo Chakrabarty and Arka Saha fell 
sick.

Students ended the hunger strike after 
the EC had agreed to shift the polls date to 
February 1, they said.

PROTESTS AT JU 

In Jahangirnagar University (JU), a section 
of students formed a human chain on the 
campus yesterday to press home the same 
demand, reports our JU correspondent.

Under the banner of “Shachetan 
Shikkharthibrindo of Jahangirnagar 
University”, they formed the human chain 
in front of JU Central Library around 

11am.
Criticising the Election Commission, 

speakers said despite being a constitutional 
institution, the EC violated the basic rights 
of people guaranteed by the constitution 
by announcing the city polls that coincided 
with Saraswati Puja.

A number of Bangladesh Chhatra 
League’s JU unit members also joined the 
programme.

JU BCL organising secretary Pankaj Das 
said, “We think it’s a conspiracy plotted to 
rupture communal harmony.”

Over 100 students from different 
departments took part in the event. 

They had also threatened to go for 
tougher programmes, if their demand was 
not met.

Students call off


