4 | The Baily Star

2nd Edition

Still suffering
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city corporation elections scheduled for
January 30, with an optimism to win the
electoral race.

“BNP will definitely win the elections
if we can unite the people,” Fakhrul
hoped.

A good number of people are taking
part in the election campaign in favour
of “sheaf of paddy” -- the electoral
symbol of BNP, Mirza Fakhrul further
said.

Sammilita Peshajibi Parishad, a pro-
BNP platform organised the programme
on “Lack of trust in election, use of
EVMs and present circumstances.”

Taking part in the discussion, Nagorik
Oikya Convener Mahmudur Rahman
Manna termed Electronic Voting
Machines (EVM) a “disaster”.

He also said the ruling quarter has
imported the machines through the
Election Commission for their own
interests.

Issuing a strong warning to the ruling
quarter, Manna said vote robbery took
place in the December 30 national
election, but the chance will not be
given anymore in future.
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Devotees from all over the country attend the Juma prayer during the second phase of the Biswa ljtema yesterday.
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Ward-41 includes Padardia, Taltola, Dakkhinpara,
Uttarpara under Satarkul. Roads in the area are congested,
while there are several factories in the residential areas.

Mosquitoes are also one of the major menaces residents
have to deal with.

Besides, there is a culvert in south Padardia, with no railing.

“Children fall from the culvertinto the water accidentally
while playing, and there is no railing on sides of the culvert
since the beginning. Couple of years back, a child died
after falling in the canal,” said Mizan, a local businessman.

Another resident Shamim Sayem alleged, “Fire broke
out in a foam factory in our area recently. Fortunately,
we could tame the fire with the help of neighbours. Why
would there be factories in the neighborhood where
people live?”

Contacted, councillors said the city corporation did not
have any budget for the new wards, therefore they could
not carry out development work in the area.

“Wehad tospend ourown moneyto dosomedevelopment
works. Now Tk 4,300 crore has been sanctioned from Ecnec
(for development of the new wards). Hopefully after the
election, people from these new wards will see changes,”
said councillor of ward-40 Nazrul Islam Dhali.

Asked about the issues of ward-41, its councillor Shafiqul
Islam said, “Setting up railings in the culvert area is the
responsibility of Wasa. We informed them but it did not work
out. Besides, we informed the department of environment to
take down factories in the area, but to no avail either.”

The bustle at Banglabazar
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Every year, there are 3,000 to 3,500 new books
printed for the biggest book fair of the year.
Besides new books, beloved and acclaimed old
titles get republished,while some new books get
to second and third editions as the fair goes on.

The number of books published by each
publisher varies greatly. Some are set to publish
100 new titles, some 50, and others 40 or fewer.
In the crowd of big-time publishers, smaller
publishers aren’t shying away from competition,
and are busy printing their own books.

Among republished books, Humayun Ahmed
titles lead the field. The much-loved author’s
books still make it to the bestseller lists, especially
his Himu and Misir Ali series, which still sell in
large numbers to this generation’s readers. Given
the numbers, it's no wonder that publishers keep
reprinting them after all these years.

To mark Mujib Borsho, the birth centenary
of Banglabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, a
record number of books are being published
on him this year. A publisher said more than
200 books focusing on Bangabandhu will be
published. Most of them are ready after printing
and binding.

BANGLABAZAR THROUGH THE DECADES
It's the oldest book market of the country. For

many, it's the homestead of books.
But long before books, Banglabazar used

to be the epicentre for business in pre-Mughal
Dhaka. Later on, commerce in the city moved
westwards, finding Chawkbazar as the new
business hub. But Banglabazar did not give away
its reputation. From commerce, it became the
top name for the publishing business.

This new Banglabazar started its journey in
the 1950s on the shores of Buriganga. Back then,
the demand for academic books were greater
than for creative books.

Before the 1947 partition of India, Kolkata
used to be the publishing hub of this region.
Those days, a few publishers from East Bengal
imported creative books from Kolkata and sold
them locally. This started with the publishing
company Mollik Brothers.

The pioneers of publishing business in the
country are: Nawroz Kitabistan, Student Library,
Great East Library, Al-Hamra Kitab Mahal, Malik
Library, Khoshroj Kitab Mahal, Hardson and Co.,
and Puthipatra. These companies started their
business right after partition, and Banglabazar
grew up around them.

Back in the day, some authors were publishers
too. For example, the proprietor of Nawroz
Kitabistan was Mohammad Nasir Ali, who wrote
predominantly for children.

A senior publisher told The Daily Star, “In
the ‘60s and ‘70s, most of the publishers’ offices
were on the ground floor. Most of these offices

were tin-sheds. The industry has come a long
way from there. Today, books from Banglabazar
are making their way to Bangla-speaking foreign
nationals across the world.”

The ‘80s is considered the golden age for
Banglabazar publishers. This is the time when
the publishing business started turning heads.
Publishers of this particular era are the ones
who made the industry into what it is today.
Some of them are: Somoy Prokashon, Anannya
Prokashoni, Agamee Prakashani, Bidya Prokash,
Afsar Brothers, Anupom, and more. Some of the
big names of the industry got their starts that
decade.

These publishers started publishing books
by famed poets and authors of the country.
Humayun Ahmed’s journey as a wordsmith
began during this decade. Khan Brothers
published the writer’s first four books.

WHERE THE NAME CAME FROM

Where did Banglabazar get its name? Evidence
suggests that the area existed even before the
Mughal period. Some tourists of the period
mentioned Banglabazar as “Bengala Nagar”.
Some argue Banglabazar's name might have
evolved from that.

Others argue along common sense. The area
used to be a place for Bengalis, who later went
onto establish a market here, and so, logically, it
started to be called Banglabazar.

He instilled the belief
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Fazle Hasan Abed’s goal was to eradicate
poverty and empower women, and for
this he had chosen three different sectors
-- education, health and employment, said
Prof Anisuzzaman.

One of Sir Fazle's greatest contributions
is he made people believe in the notion
that it is possible in Bangladesh to do
something for the poor and destitute, and it
can be done without government support,
said Mahfuz Anam, editor and publisher
of The Daily Star. “This is a tremendously
important psychological shift: to think that
we can,” he said.

Now, the country has made significant
progress in various social indicators and of
course the government has its contribution
behind this, Mahfuz Anam added.

However, the non-government sector can
also contribute to social development and it
is actually capable of doing so -- such belief
has been instilled in people’s minds by Sir
Fazle, he said, terming Sir Fazle as a “constant

visionary and relentless implementer”.

Sir Fazle was a unique personality in
terms of setting vision and successfully
implementing it, said Brac Executive
Director Asif Saleh.

Bengal Foundation Chairman Abul
Khair said one of the lesser-known aspects
of Sir Fazle’s personality is that he was an
art connoisseur.

He had many rare and original pieces
of artwork in his personal collection, said
Khair.

Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association President Rubana
Huq proposed that her organisation
together with Brac can arrange a memorial
lecture series named after Sir Fazle.

The series can be held once in every three
months and feature globally-acclaimed
scholars to deliver lectures on various
issues, she said.

Director of Brac’s Preventing Violence
against Women Initiative Nobonita
Chowdhury also addressed the event.

LAND FOR SALE

At Gulshan-2 (North) opposite of American club & lake park
8 kathas land with & stoned modern building. Rajuk provided
residential plot . 100% hassale free. Single Owner,

Pls.Cont: Monjur: O 171 1-877837

Commercial space Sale

Ground floor commercial space
on Mirpur road at Dhanmondi,
Dhaka measuring 3300 sft. for
sale. Electricity, gas and water
facility are available. Only real
interested buyers are requested to

Contact 01312049079
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Teacher accused
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complaint.

Denying the allegation, Ali Rezwan, however, said,
“She wanted to make immoral relationship with me so
that I regard her with favour. But, I never responded to
her call.”

“I had left the exam hall 40 minutes before the exam
finished, and didn’t return,” he said.

“I am embarrassed about the allegations. She is
spreading this information against me, as she failed to take
advantage of me,” he said.

When contacted, Dr Habibur said, “We have received
the written complaint, and look into it.”

Registrar Dr Abu Taher also said, “We've taken the
allegation into cognisance.”

Vice Chancellor Emran Kabir Chowdhury said, “After
formal procedure, I will form an independent body to
investigate the allegations.”

Roads, mosquito
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cough for the last several months due to severe dust in the
area,” said Igbal.

Getting clean water through Wasa’s supply pipeline is
another problem in their area, as many residents get dirty
water in their households.

“We hope the mayor will take initiative to solve the
problem involving Wasa,” he said.

Anowar Ali, a resident of Kutubkhali of Jatrabari under
ward-61, said many people dump their garbage into the
nearby canal. An initiative by the mayor will have to be
taken to ensure its cleanliness, as this canal is vital to solve
waterlogging, he said.

Though the condition is a little better since the
Bangladesh Army took charge to solve waterlogging
in DND area, Kutubkhali canal is being filled up with
garbage within few months of being cleaned due to a lack
of awareness, said Md Yunus Munshi, a resident of Donia.

COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT IN UTTARA

iN PRESTIGIOUS 15 STORIED BUILDING
4000 or 8275 Sft.at Level 8§
340 & 445 5ft. at Level 5
840 5ft. at Level 3

® Corner Plot, 3 side open, Sufficient parking
@ 24 hours Electricity, Water, Security & Fire Services
@® Other Tenant's are multinational & corporate

Syed Grand Centre

89 C/A, Dhaka Mymensing Road, Sector-7, Uttara
Dhaka. Ph: 01819225774, 01712276078

HAN' Rezaur Rahman,
Founder Managing Director

. {I . of Bengal Airlift Group and

| elected present of Dhaka
| Club Ltd. for two terms,
passed away on 14 January
2020 in United Hospital
Dhaka. His Namaj-E-Janaza
was held at Gulshan Central
Mosque (Azad Masjid) on
15 January 2020 after Asr
prayers and he was buried
at the Banani graveyard.

His Kulkhani will be held
at Gulshan Central Mosque
(Azad Masjid), after Asr
prayers on Monday,
20 January 2020,

- m— 50 i efiam p—
v e e p e et o7 2 S
13 e waoie fawfe
51 | wEeEm F FASE T ST € FAR TEAE |
3 | e BT TH1G e |
© | | FRIEEE AR AW ST TS0, BRETH 16 FCATE |
8| | Tesfas S TG | |'¥Tﬁ.|
@ | | REOHET W WwY TSR] T |
b1 | e | TE v e Te |
S RCICARGERE
EE T I
faafare et
o | OB AIEE W, TG AE |
B | OEE TS 93 W Ao T [ |
yo | | F=le emrg oifay s 39/od/a0%0 |
3y | | (5m1E werad w0 sifey | wifads o/od/3030 FETE ¢
32| | B s oo wiferd & wifad3 voforfr0%0 FAHE 261
3o | | CBEE AT Oy @ Ay wifrds oefoxfrole Hawe 85T
38 | | =g 719 e e fremrTgEs
(GO ST [ siratee e |
BER GG aest wEEUye-y  greele e,  oBaw
T |
(G GG CeAE W ST e, b i wredimae |
FERMTSE THIATS
3¢ | | FECEWIEE T bR G AT & W A @Y e,
e B & FW T A, Wil e,
WP, €5 ¢ Wfews G FE4wE WY i
Ffars B | W FTA] SHIEE BFME ¢ AT
L30T (MR (AN AW WEETEl Weesnd e
A = |
s | FEE fawiiee famay fAfeEmE Bra ffea |
39| | (GO GFACHT F# 6 €A & ¢,000/- BIF ((4-FCH/TE BIEG) fwly
S | | el See @ ST WEd do% @ CEW, THe Wagen [awie
ST AF9El  wlerdd  (-SOE/ANE  §wh
gutede  fegmm s wife sl o2
(9758 e 7 2w of-=ow sEhmEeT 239
"
e AR
S| | e FTCEE T4 F0e g =@ frar=ar eruwrE
B WETEE T =fae
) wrfearg soaw Bl | wrefEm | ¢,000/- T W Yo%
FAEW e T
Sa ooy e e
Vo ST SUels
30 | ElSEERSEGH]
2 TEAYEE ATEEA-S |
2% BoATT e FCATET |
o | | vadE SrEmEE SREEEE W, T e 3Ee (I Q@ T Te-b04aaS |
T | VS TR A (I wAeE sed 41 i
TA ST T TET |
% | WO T Siioe FA 8 T FEAF FEe
e Wit Ategi o onibfEtes W
GETE AW A T2 |
ST | WereCan e HdEE AfEeer Rulfae affe wne |
v | v fAwifae e et e gine e
-4 A |
&1 WEER WGOoWe 8 fTeE mrmeres wey
&P (F-aCH AadnaE SEieE q9adl e
Wi T TR T |
51 FoRbETe ¢ W e 7 g BT afe
fern o=y T80
g fEmrerdne o weEE 5 By e 3%
T WEWIERE S F40e 5504 |
HOE/E-33/20%0 CRRUES LTI
fafe-s2e pouTe G wefirase




