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Withdraw comments
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In a separate press statement, Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) -- a prominent 
human rights organisation -- said ASK has been demanding a ban on crossfire 
for a long time as it is against the constitution.

But lawmakers are demanding an illegal and inhuman act like this which is 
unfortunate, said the statement issued by its executive director Sheepa Hafiza.

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) Executive Director 
Iftekharuzzaman, in a press statement, said they want to consider the 
lawmakers’ comments driven by emotion. “But how could they forget the 
significance of protecting human rights and establishing rule of law?” he asked.

Such a stance from policymakers will cause professional degradation 
among law enforcement agencies and increase people’s distrust in the 
judiciary, he added.

Naripokkho, a women’s rights organisation, in its statement said if the 
government wants to eradicate rape, it should ensure proper justice and 
uproot the culture of impunity. On the other hand, crossfires will encourage 
extrajudicial killings and the culture of impunity, it added.
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Discussion on Sir Abed
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to discuss Sir Abed’s contributions to the society.
Sir Abed, who passed away at a hospital in the city on December 20 

last year, was also a member of the trustee board of Razzaq Foundation. 
Colleagues, friends, relatives and well-wishers of Sir Abed are requested to 
participate in the discussion, the press release said. 

Students extend support
FROM PAGE 3

Association (Duja) office, they demanded withdrawal of the cases filed 
against Swapan mama and capital punishment for the rapist. 

“All TSC-based organisations have been protesting against rape and all 
forms of sexual harassment since long. It’s unfortunate that Swapan mama 
now has to appear before the court as an accused in false cases, not to get 
justice over the rape of his daughter,” Abir Rayhan, president of Duja, said 
while reading out a written statement. 

“We demand withdrawal of the false cases filed against Swapan mama and 
maximum punishment for the rapist,” said the students at the programme.

At the programme, Dhaka University Film Society General Secretary BM 
Jobol-e-Rahamat announced their next course of action.

The organisations will form a human chain today at 1pm at the base of 
Raju Memorial Sculpture and hold a cultural programme and protest rally 
at 3pm. 

Ducsu Assistant General Secretary Saddam Hussain, members Tanbir 
Hasan, Raisa Naser and members of other TSC-based organisations were 
present at that time.  

Abdul Jalil, popularly known as Swapan mama among DU students, has 
been selling tea at TSC area for the last 40 years.

Zero-cost recruitment
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establish a zero-cost recruitment deal 
with Bangladesh to eliminate forced 
labour and avoid possible trade 
sanctions from the US.

Last October, the US Customs and 
Border Protection blocked imported 
goods from five companies that were 
accused of practicing forced labour, 
including Malaysian glove maker WRP 
Asia Pacific Sdn Bhd.

The US Customs said imported 
goods that are wholly produced or in 
part of forced labour are illegal to be 
imported under the US law. 

The instruction came after about 
2,000 of WRP Asia Pacific’s migrant 
workers from Bangladesh and Nepal 
staged a three-day strike for their 
salaries being withheld early last year.

The blockage also took a toll on 
WRP Asia Pacific, as it temporarily 
suspended its business operations in 
December, and appointed interim 
liquidators.  
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besiege the Election Office in Agargaon 
today if their demand was not met within 
the deadline.

The protests came after the High Court 
on Tuesday rejected a writ petition filed for 
shifting the date of two Dhaka city elections. 

On December 22, the Election 
Commission announced that elections to 
the two Dhaka city corporations will be 
held on January 30. Earlier, the education 
ministry on December 2 fixed January 29 as 
a public holiday for Saraswati Puja.

Ducsu vice-president Nurul Haque Nur, 
who went to his office yesterday, 24 days 
after an attack on him and his followers, 
alleged that the election date was set on the 
day of Puja intentionally to create chaos. 
The polls cannot be held on the day of Puja 
in non-communal Bangladesh, he said.

NO SCOPE TO CHANGE DATE’ 

Meanwhile, Election Commission Secretary 
Md Alamgir yesterday said students are 
“protesting without understanding”, and 
there is no scope to change the polls date.

“January 30 is a suitable time for 
holding the elections. There is no scope to 
bring the date forward or defer it. Many are 
protesting without understanding as they 
are young. They will understand in some 
days that it’s unwise to protest,” said the 
election commission secretary in response 
to a question while talking to journalists at 

the EC office.

MOB BEATS UP MAN BRANDISHING 

FIREARM

Law enforcers yesterday detained a man 
with a firearm, after he was beaten up 
by protesting DU students, following an 
altercation in Shahbagh area.

Alif Rusdi Hasan Moon (45) was taken to 
Shahbagh Police Station and subsequently 
sent to a hospital for treatment, said police.

The incident took place when around 
500 DU students were protesting, 
blockading the Shahbagh intersection.

“During the blockade, one man driving 
a black car came out of the vehicle and 
demanded that his car be allowed to pass 
through. As we refused, he pulled out a 
pistol and aimed it at a student’s chest, 
which enraged students and they started 
beating him,” said Kanjilal Toy, cultural 
affairs secretary of Jagannath Hall union.

Later, police intervened and rescued the 
man, and recovered a licensed shotgun 
from his car aside from the pistol, said 
Deputy Commissioner HM Azimul Haque 
of the DMP Ramna Division. He said they 
would investigate the issue.  

Officer-in-Charge of Shahbagh Police 
Station Abul Hasan told The Daily Star, 
“The man’s pregnant wife was in the car at 
that time, and they were going to attend a 
family programme.” Later, police took the 
car to Shahbagh Police Station.

Cops foil students’

Tabith, Ishraque
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to ensure that no such 
breach in polls code takes 
place, Tabith added.

According to Mahmud 
Hasan, media coordinator 
for Tabith Awal, they 
complained to the EC that 
Awami League councillor 
candidate of ward-37 and 
his associates assaulted 
Tabith’s supporters and 
broke their microphone 
in DIT Project area of 
Rampura. Tabith was not 
present at the campaign 
event, he said.

Yesterday, Tabith 
campaigned in Uttar 
Badda, Satarkul Road, 
Padardia, Beraid and Kuril 
areas.

Meanwhile, BNP mayor 
candidate for Dhaka South 
City Corporation Ishraque 
Hossain also alleged that 
the EC is not taking action 
against those who are 
violating the electoral code 
of conduct.

Ishraque was speaking 
to journalists at a 
campaigning event in 
Dhanmondi. 

“There are magistrates 
and presiding officers to 
look after the issue. We 
are doing our part by 
filing complaints with the 
commission. But we’re 
yet to see any action from 
them,” he alleged.

Contacted, DNCC 
Returning officer Abul 
Kashem said, “BNP 
submitted a letter over 
safety concerns and we 
have sent it to the police 
commissioner already. 
Besides, I have visited 
different wards and 
observed that electoral 
environment is festive and 
competitive.”

Regarding the 
complaints of assault, 
he said, “I had sent a 
magistrate to the spot after 
receiving the complaint. 
We could not verify that it 
happened. We’re doing our 
job and trying our best to 
ensure a fair environment 
for all.”

Yesterday, Awami League 
mayor candidate for DNCC 
Atiqul Islam campaigned 
in Farmgate, Begunbari and 
Tejgaon areas while the 
party’s mayor candidate 
for DSCC Barrister Sheikh 
Fazle Noor Taposh met 
with prospective voters in 
Dholaipar area.
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This correspondent, however, could not reach them for comments 
despite repeated phone calls to their mobile phones.

Raushan Ershad, who was made JP’s chief patron at the party’s ninth 
council on December 28, skipped the council as “she was unhappy with 
her new post”, said insiders.

Raushan, widow of HM Ershad, was elected for the top -- albeit 
ornamental -- post unopposed.

GM Quader was elected chairman of the party unopposed at the 
council. 

Several top leaders close to Raushan told this correspondent Raushan 
wanted to become the party chairperson in absence of her husband.

“Quader bhai’s move to give her [Raushan] the ceremonial and 
powerless post didn’t please her,” said a presidium member of the party, 
wishing anonymity.

Along with the chief patron post, the party during its council also 
introduced eight new posts of additional secretary general and seven 
new posts of co-chairperson.

After the council, Quader nominated Anisul Islam Mahmud, Mujibul 
Haque Chunnu, Ruhul Amin Hawlader, Ziauddin Ahmed Bablu and 
Kazi Firoz Rashid to the posts of co-chairman in a bid to pacify a section 
of the party’s top leaders who are loyal to Raushan.

Through this move, the JP chief also wanted to tighten his grip on 
the party.

“But Raushan’s latest move proved that Anisul, Chunnu, Hawlader 
and a section of other leaders of the party still remain with Raushan,” 
said Maj (retd) Khaled Akhter.

After the demise of Ershad on July 14 last year, both Raushan and 
Quader were at loggerheads over becoming the party chairperson and 
opposition leader. Later, Quader was declared party chairman, an 
appointment opposed by Raushan’s faction.

Supporters of Raushan and GM Quader -- after several meetings in 
September last year -- came to an understanding that Quader would 
remain the chairperson, while Raushan would be the opposition 
leader.

Fresh cracks in JP

BYLC awards  
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Each team received seed 
funding of Tk 8 lakh with 
an option of further Tk 
15 lakh in additional 
investment. They will also 
have access to a co-working 
space, mentoring, and an 
accelerator curriculum for 
six months from BYLC.

Ejaj Ahmad, founder 
and president of BYLC, 
said, “BYLC has been 
investing in promising 
young leaders for the past 
ten years. This YEC venture 
is our latest initiative [to 
this end].”

“Funding is not the 
only thing that young 
entrepreneurs need to 
thrive in the current 
business climate. Under 
this campaign, the winning 
teams will learn tangible 
business and leadership 
skills,” said special guest 
Kanbar Hossein-Bor, acting 
high commissioner of the 
UK to Bangladesh.

Special guest Shaheen 
Anam, executive director 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, said, 
“Bangladeshi youth 
cannot depend only on 
jobs. In this age of rapid 
technological advancement 
and automation, it is 
critical for youth to 
pursue self-employment 
opportunities.”

Rezaur Rahman passes away
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(authorised service contractor of UPS) and many others.
He was a significant personality in the airlines industry of Bangladesh. 

He was a former member of erstwhile Central Superior Service of Pakistan, 
a deputy secretary of the Bangladesh government, secretary to the board and 
head of administration at Biman Bangladesh Airlines, founding president 
of the Association of Air Cargo Agents of Bangladesh, and was elected as 
president of Dhaka Club Ltd for two terms.

Survived by his wife, son, and four grandchildren, Rezaur was dearly 
respected by his friends, relatives and well-wishers.

His namaz-e-janaza was held yesterday at Gulshan Azad Masjid, and 
his qulkhwani will also be held at the same location on Monday after Asr 
prayers.  

2nd Edition

Info Commission must
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The project was undertaken on the premise that RTI is not 
being applied adequately, she said. The RTI applications are 
not merely meant for individual needs, it also provides an 
idea of how far the government development programmes 
have achieved desired goals, the project coordinator said.

The application of RTI law would benefit both 
individuals and the government alike, said RIB Chairperson 
Shamsul Bari. 

RTI not only helps achieve people’s entitlement and 
welfare, but also effective function of the government, said 
Badiul Alam Majumdar, country director of The Hunger 
Project Bangladesh.

Shaheen Anam, executive director of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation and convener of RTI Forum, said nurturing 
more RTI activists and holding consistency in the process 
are both essential. “The RTI law reflects all the constitutional 
entitlements of citizens,” she said.

“The Information Commission alone is not sufficient, 
a tangible role of the information ministry is equally 
required for achieving the goals of RTI law,” she added.

Chief Information Commissioner Martuza Ahmed said 
the commission has its own limitations in playing an 
expected vibrant role.

24kg gold 
recovered 
from plane
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs intelligence 
yesterday seized 24 gold bars 
weighing 24 kilogrammes 
from an aircraft of Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines 
at Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport.  

A team of Customs 
Intelligence and 
Investigation Directorate 
(CIID) conducted a drive at 
flight BG-85 at the airport 
around 7:45pm, said 
Shahidul Islam, director 
general of CIID.

After searching the plane, 
the team recovered 24 gold 
bars -- each weighing one kg 
--  wrapped in black scotch 
tape, were hidden inside 
the handles of four seats of 
business class in the aircraft, 
the customs official said.

Market price of the gold 
is estimated at around Tk 
17 crore, Shahidul added.

CIID officials were yet to 
know who were carrying the 
gold bars. 

Masuma Khan 
passes away
CITY DESK

Artist 
Masuma 
Khan passed 
away on 
Monday 
at United 
Hospital, 
says a press release.

She was the daughter 
of MR Khan and Razia 
Mahbub, and the elder 
sister of Faizur Rahman 
Khan, managing director of 
Building Technology and 
Ideas Ltd (bti).

Masuma Khan had a 
rare genetic condition 
but it could not break her 
spirit, the release said. She 
pursued her dream to be an 
artist, studying at Faculty of 
Fine Arts, DU and became 
an accomplished painter. 
She had been teaching 
painting at Alliance 
Francaise de Dhaka.

Masuma Khan had 
touched many lives 
through her work. Her 
family requested all to pray 
for the salvation of her 
departed soul.


