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Amid tight security, electoral equipment being 

scrutinised at the gymnasium of MA Aziz 

Stadium in port city yesterday. Around 4.75 

lakh residents of Chattogram-8 constituency 

(Boalkhali-Chandgaon) will exercise their 

franchise today. PHOTO: COLLECTED

3 doctors sent to jail 
in Tk 10cr graft case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A Faridpur court yesterday sent three doctors of Faridpur 
Medical College Hospital to jail in a graft case filed by Anti-
Corruption Commsission (ACC). 

The three are accused in the case filed over embezzling Tk 
10 crore in the purchase of medical supplies for the hospital. 
They are: Assistant Prof Ganopat Biswas, former junior 
consultant Minakshi Chakma, and AHM Nurul Islam. 

“Judge of additional district and sessions judges court 
Kamrunnahar Begum passed the order after the three 
surrendered before the court seeking  bail,” said Dulal 
Chandra Sarkar, public prosecutor. 

The court then sent them to jail. The case was filed by 
Mamunur Rashid, sub-deputy director of Faridpur  ACC on 
November 27, last year. 

Others accused are: Owner of MS Anik Traders Munshi 
Sazzad Hossain, also administrative officer of National 
Institute of Diseases of the Chest and Hospital; another 
owner Munshi Farrukh Hossain; and equipment supplier 
Abdullah Al Mamun.

Work to materialise 
‘Sonar Bangla’
Law minister urges all
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Huq yesterday said those who could 
not accept Bangabandhu yet have no right to do politics in 
Bangladesh.

“This should be our oath,” he said while speaking 
at a discussion as the guest of honour. Bangabandhu 
Sangskritik Jote organised the event at Jatiya Press Club, 
marking Bangabandhu’s Homecoming Day.

He said Bangabandhu rebuilt Bangladesh in three and 
a half years, and dreamt of turning it into “Sonar Bangla”. 

The minister said people of the country owe it to 
Bangabandhu and now is the time to pay off that debt by 
working together towards achieving his dream.

The Jote’s central committee president Tarana 
Halim presided over the meeting, where president of 
parliamentary standing committee on commerce ministry 
and former commerce minister Tofail Ahmed also spoke.  

Clinic employee run 
over by ambulance
STAR REPORT

Four people were killed in separate accidents across the country in the last 
two days, report our correspondents and a news agency.

In Sylhet, a hospital staffer was killed in a motorbike accident at 
Golapganj municipality area of Golapganj upazila yesterday afternoon, 
reports our Sylhet correspondent.

The deceased was identified as biker Mintu Ahmed (35). He was an 
employee of a private clinic in the upazila.

A Sylhet-bound ambulance from Beanibazar upazila hit Mintu’s 
motorcycle, leaving him critically injured, witnesses said.

He was rescued by locals and rushed to Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical 
College Hospital by another ambulance. However, he died before he could 
reach the hospital, Mijanur Rahman, officer-in-charge of Golapganj Police 
Station said.

“Police have seized the ambulance and are looking for the driver. No 
case has been filed with the station in this regard yet”, the OC added.

Meanwhile in Chattogram, two people were killed after their motorcycle 
collided  head-on with a microbus on Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar Highway at 
Lohagara  upazila on Saturday night, reports our staff correspondent from  
Chattogram.

The deceased are Bishal Barua (18) and Uttam Barua  (24), both hailing 
from Chhedirpuni of Adhunagar in Lohagara upazila,  said police.

Liton and Uttam, both working in a motorcycle garage in the upazila, 
were returning home after duty by a motorbike. Around  11pm, a microbus 
coming from Cox’s Bazar collided head-on with the  motorbike, killing the 
duo on the spot, said Yasir Arafat, officer-in-charge of Dohazari Highway 
Police Station.

Police seized the microbus but the driver managed to flee, he added.
“We  are conducting drives to arrest the driver,” said the OC, adding, “A  

case is being filed with the police station in this regard.”
SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

Three lakh Rohingya children 
to be vaccinated for rubella
CITY DESK

A vaccination campaign against rubella 
(German measles) began at Rohingya 
refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar and nearby 
areas yesterday.

The four week-long campaign aims 
to vaccinate over 315,000 children aged 
between six months to 10 years, said a press 
release.

Led by the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare, with support from World 
Health Organization (WHO), Unicef 
and other partners, the campaign aims to 
reach vulnerable children of the targeted 
age group, especially those who missed 
some or all previous rubella vaccination 
opportunities.

Rubella is a milder form of measles, 
which is a severe disease with fever and rash. 
Measles infections have previously caused 

deaths in the camps. The rubella vaccine is 
safe for all children and offers protection 
against both diseases. All eligible children 
will be vaccinated irrespective of previous 
immunisation history. A small number 
of vaccine recipients may develop mild 
fever. If a child in the family gets fever after 
vaccination they should go to the nearest 
health facility, the press release added. 

The vaccination teams consist of 132 
trained vaccinators, 264 volunteers, 1,400 
community health workers and 2,000 
majhi. Some 30 supervisors and 68 camp 
coordinators will support the campaign.

The campaign will be monitored by 
health ministry, Office of the Refugee Relief 
and Repatriation Commissioner, WHO, 
Unicef, UNHCR, International Centre for 
Diarrhoeal Disease Research, icddr,b and 
other partners.

By-polls to 
Ctg-8 today
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

The much-expected by-polls to 
Chattogram-8 (Boalkhali-Chandgaon) will 
be held today, with voters casting votes 
through electronic voting machines (EVM).

The voting will start at 9am and 
continue till 5pm at 170 polling centres, 
said election officials, adding that 
4,75,988 voters are expected to exercise 
their franchise. 

The constituency fell vacant due to 
death of lawmaker Moin Uddin Khan 
Badal on November 7 last year. 

For the seat, the contest, mainly, would 
be between Awami League candidate 
Moslem Uddin Ahmed and BNP’s Abu 
Sufian. Four candidates from Bangladesh 
Nationalist Front, Islamic Front 
Bangladesh and National Awami Party and 
an independent one are also contesting 
the polls.

Candidates stopped campaigning on 
Saturday midnight, as per the electoral 
code of conduct.

During his campaign, Moslem pledged 
to start the work for constructing Kalurghat 
road bridge over Karnaphuli river in a year, 
if elected. He also assured of improving 
road network and sewerage system.

Sufian emphasised “people’s right to 
vote”, which would strengthen their 
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Amid protests, JU observes 
founding anniversary
JU CORRESPONDENT

Amid continued demonstrations 
over removal of the vice chancellor, 
Jahangirnagar University (JU) observed its 
49th founding anniversary yesterday.

The protesters -- students and teachers -- 
who have been agitating since August last 
year, brought out a “black flag” procession 
on the campus.

At 10am, they gathered in Transport 
area and marched to Arts building (old). 
Later, they formed a human chain on 
“Amar Ekushey” premises and held a rally 
under the banner of “Jahangirnagar against 
Corruption”.

Meanwhile, the VC inaugurated the day 
by hoisting the national and JU flags and 
releasing balloons in front of Business 

Studies Faculty [next to Arts building] at 
10:30am.

Hundreds of former and current 
students, teachers, officials and employees 
were present at the time. Pro-VCs Prof 
Amir Hussain and Prof Nurul Alam, and 
Treasurer Prof Sheikh Monjurul Huq also 
attended the inaugural session.

The daylong event included a puppet 
show and other performances by Student 
Welfare and Counselling Centre of 
the university, at the Selim Al Deen 
Muktamancha.

Jahangirnagar University was founded 
on August 20, 1970. It formally began 
its academic activities as a residential 
university on January 12, 1971, with four 
departments, 21 teachers, 150 students, and 
three residential halls.  

ILLEGAL BRICK KILNS 

349 out of 559 
shut down in five 
districts: DoE to HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Department of Environment (DoE) yesterday 
submitted a report to the High Court saying that it 
(DoE) has shut down 349 illegal brick kilns out of total 
559 in Dhaka, Narayanganj, Gazipur, Munshiganj and 
Manikganj in line with the court’s earlier directive.

The DoE said in the report that the brick kilns were 
shut down through mobile court drives and issuing 
notices. Tk 4.93 crore have been realised in fines from the 
owners, and the drives are going on, it added.

Deputy Attorney General Abdullah-Al-Mahmud Bashar 
placed the compliance report on behalf of the DoE before 
the HC bench of Justice FRM Nazmul Ahasan and Justice 
KM Kamrul Kader, during hearing of a writ petition filed 
by Human Rights and Peace for Bangladesh.

Meanwhile yesterday, writ petitioner’s lawyer Advocate 
Manzill Murshid placed seven recommendations before 
the HC bench for reducing air pollution in Dhaka.

Citing the recommendations, he said vehicles 
producing smokes must be seized, sands will have to 
be carried in sacks, use of old and damaged batteries 
producing lead will have to be banned.

The court asked Maznill Murshid to submit his 
recommendations through swearing an affidavit before it 
today and also set today for passing an order on this issue.

Hearing the writ petition, the HC bench on November 
26 last year ordered the government to conduct mobile 
court drives to shut down illegal brick kilns in those five 
districts within 15 days.

The court directed the authorities to take necessary 
measures to remove dust and waste from streets, 
footpaths, and flyovers in the capital within seven days.

The authorities have also been asked to have water 
sprayed in dust-affected areas, walls, and trees in the city 
at least twice a day.

On January 6, the DoE sent another report to the 
deputy attorney general’s office for placing that before the 
HC. DAG Abdullah-Al-Mahmud Bashar said the report 
was partial, in which the DoE had said it shut down all 
illegal brick kilns in the five districts.

‘Protect us from eviction’
Worried Barishal residents submit memorandum 
to mayor after BIWTA survey on Kirtankhola 

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Worried over an ongoing riverbed survey 
to mark the Kirtankhola, residents of 
Barishal city’s six wards submitted a 
memorandum to the mayor yesterday, 
demanding their protection from eviction.

Thousands of people from wards 5, 6, 
8, 9, 10 and 11 gathered on Sadar Road 
during the submission.

Chan Mia from the city’s Palashpur 
area under ward-5 said he fears eviction as 
his houses have been included in riverbed 

area under the survey.
Many of the residents like him said 

a large number of establishments -- 
including dwellings, educational and 
religious institutions -- are in the area.

Bangladesh Inland Water Transport 
Authority (BIWTA) started the survey 
around 25 days ago. BIWTA Deputy 
Director Ajmol Huda Mithu said they are 
doing so as per High Court directive to 
recover the Kirtankhola according 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

People gathered at Barishal city mayor’s office on Sadar Road yesterday. 
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