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1 Indian woman reports 
a rape every 15 minutes
REUTERS, New Delhi

One woman reported a rape every 15 minutes 
on average in India in 2018, according to 
government data released on Thursday, 
underlining its dismal reputation as one of 
the worst places in the world to be female.

The highly publicised gang rape and 
murder of a woman in a bus in New Delhi 
in 2012 brought tens of thousands onto the 
streets across India and spurred demands for 
action from film stars and politicians, leading 
to harsher punishments and new fast-track 
courts. But the violence has 
continued unabated.

Women reported almost 
34,000 rapes in 2018, 
barely changed from the 
year before. Just over 85% 
led to charges, and 27% 
to convictions, according 
to the annual crime report 
released by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs.

Women’s rights groups 
say crimes against women 
are often taken less 
seriously, and investigated by police lacking 
in sensitivity.

“The country is still run by men, one 
(female prime minister) Indira Gandhi is 
not going to change things. Most judges are 
still men,” said Lalitha Kumaramangalam, 
former chief of the National Commission 
for Women.

“There are very few forensic labs in the 
country, and fast-track courts have very few 
judges,” said Kumaramangalam, a member 
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
The rape of a teenager in 2017 by former 

BJP state legislator Kuldeep Singh Sengar 
gained national attention when the accuser 
tried to kill herself the following year, 
accusing the police of inaction.

Five months before Sengar was convicted 
last December, the accuser’s family had 
to be provided with security after a truck 
crashed into the car she was in, injuring her 
and killing two of her relatives.

A 2015 study by the Centre for Law & 
Policy Research in Bengaluru found that fast-

track courts were indeed 
quicker, but did not handle 
a high volume of cases.

And a study in 2016 
by Partners for Law in 
Development in New Delhi 
found that they still took an 
average of 8.5 months per 
case - more than four times 
the recommended period.

The government 
statistics understate the 
number of rapes as it is still 

considered a taboo to report rape in some 
parts of India, and because rapes that end 
in murder are counted purely as murders.    

An Indian court on Tuesday ordered 
the execution on January 22 of four men 
convicted of the infamous 2012 gang rape 
and murder of a Delhi university student.

Six people were originally charged with 
taking part in the brutal attack aboard a 
city bus, but one was released after a brief 
detention as a juvenile, while another 
committed suicide while awaiting trial.
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Grass growing around Mt Everest
Reveal satellite data as global heating intensifies
INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Grasses and shrubs have been found 
growing in increased numbers around 
Mount Everest and across the Himalayas as 
ice in the area continues to melt.

Scientists used satellite data to study 
the proliferation of subnival vegetation – 
plants which grow between the treeline and 
snowline – in the vast region.

By studying images taken by Nasa‘s 
Landsat satellites between 1993 and 2018, 
they found a small but significant increase 
in vegetation across four height brackets 
from 4,150 to 6,000m above sea level.

“A lot of research has been done on ice 
melting in the Himalayan region, including 
a study that showed how the rate of ice loss 

doubled between 2000 and 2016,” said Dr 
Karen Anderson, of the Environment and 
Sustainability Institute on Exeter’s Penryn 
Campus in Cornwall.

“It’s important to monitor and 
understand ice loss in major mountain 
systems, but subnival ecosystems cover a 
much larger area than permanent snow 
and ice and we know very little about them 
and how they moderate water supply.”

While the study, published in Global 
Change Biology, did not examine the 
causes of the change, the researchers 
said their findings were consistent 
with modelling showing a decline in 
“temperature-limited areas” – where 
temperatures are too low for plants to 
grow – due to global warming.

Women reported almost 
34,000 rapes in 2018

Crimes against women 
are often taken less 

seriously: rights groups
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Rivals rally 
on final day 
before votes
AFP, Taipei

Taiwan’s presidential rivals 
held massive rallies last 
night in a final push to 
convince voters on the eve 
of a closely watched election 
that looks set to infuriate 
China and send ripples far 
beyond its borders.

Some 19 million people 
are eligible to vote today 
to choose between two 
leaders with very different 
visions for Taiwan’s future 
-- in particular how close 
the self-ruled island should 
tack to its giant neighbour.

Beijing views Taiwan as 
part of its territory and has 
vowed to retake the island 
one day, by force if necessary.

But China is also 
Taiwan’s largest trade 
partner, leaving it in a 
precariously dependent 
relationship.

President Tsai Ing-
wen, who is seeking a 
second term and is the 
frontrunner, has pitched 
herself as a defender of 
Taiwan’s liberal values 
against the increasingly 
authoritarian shadow cast 
by Beijing under President 
Xi Jinping.

US strike kills 
Taliban leader 
in Herat
AFP, Kabul

A US airstrike killed a 
Taliban splinter-group 
commander and several 
other fighters in the 
western Afghan province 
of Herat, Afghan and 
military sources said 
Thursday.

The commander, named 
as Mullah Nangyalay, was 
killed in Shindand district, 
close to the border with 
Iran, said Herat provincial 
governor’s spokesman 
Jailani Farhad.

Nangyalay split from 
the main branch of the 
Taliban after the 2013 
death of founder Mullah 
Omar and joined a smaller 
breakaway faction led by 
a commander known as 
Mullah Rasool.

A senior provincial 
police source said the 
airstrike had been carried 
out by a US drone.

A spokesman for US 
forces in Afghanistan 
confirmed they had 
launched “a defensive air 
strike in support of Afghan 
forces”.

‘Very happy news 
for us, a huge relief’
Kashmiris welcome Indian top court’s 
observations on internet access
PTI, Srinagar

The Supreme Court’s observation that access to internet is 
a fundamental right has come as happy news for people 
in the Kashmir Valley yesterday with many expressing the 
hope that services will be resumed soon.

Internet access was snapped five months ago when 
Jammu and Kashmir’s special status was revoked and the 
state bifurcated into two union territories, Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh.

The Supreme Court’s ruling asking the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration to review within a week all orders 
imposing curbs in the union territory and saying that 
internet access is a fundamental right under Article 19 of 
the Constitution led to a sigh of relief in the Valley.

“It is a piece of very happy news for us, a huge relief, as 
the internet has been suspended for over five months now. 
We really hope that services will be resumed as soon as 
possible now,” said Ishtiyaq Ahmad, a businessman in Lal 
Chowk area of the city.

He said trade and business has been badly affected since 
August 5 when authorities cut all internet services in the Valley.

 “Every sector has been badly affected. This has been 
the worst phase for business in the valley. The internet is a 
basic tool on which everyone, especially people associated 
with business, depend. We have struggled a lot without 
internet services,” Ahmad said.

Another businessman associated with the tourism sector 
in the Valley is hoping the internet-dependent business 
will get a fillip.

“This will give a boost to the sector which is highly 
dependent on the internet. Everything in the sector depends 
wholly on internet services, from ticketing inquiries to 
reservations.

“Tourists also were wary of the suspension of the 
services and showed little interest in visiting the Valley. We 
are hopeful that this will give a fillip to tourism,” he said.
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