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Mahmudur Rahman Manna speaks at a human chain, formed demanding justice for the Dhaka University student who was raped in the 

capital’s Kurmitola on Sunday. “Ganotantra Uddhar Andolon” organised the event in front of Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

‘Govt goodwill must 
for Khaleda’s release’
Pro-BNP lawyers to hold countrywide 
demo at bar premises Monday
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Jatiotabadi Ainjibi Forum (BJAF), a body of 
pro-BNP lawyers, yesterday demanded that the government 
suspend the jail sentence of BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia 
under the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) and release 
her for treatment at home or abroad.

As per Section 401(1) of the CrPC, the government has 
the power to suspend any punishment of a person without 
condition, said BJAF convener Khandker Mahbub Hossain. 
“The government’s goodwill is necessary for this,” he said.

He made the demand at a press conference organised 
by BJAF at the Supreme Court Bar Association auditorium.

Advocate Khandker Mahbub said Khaleda Zia has been 
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment in Zia Charitable 
Trust case and she has been kept detained for two years.

“As an old and sick woman, she deserves bail under the 
existing law. But it is unfortunate that the apex court has 
rejected her bail petition. Therefore, we feel that people’s 
faith in the judiciary has been damaged,” he said.

Khandker Mahbub, a vice chairperson of BNP, said 
Khaleda needs advanced treatment but no steps have been 
taken in this regard. He announced to stage demonstration 
at all bar premises on Monday to realise their demands.

BJAF leaders Zainul Abedin, AJ Mohammad Ali and 
Ruhul Quddus Kazal were also present at the event.  

EWU welcomes freshers

CITY DESK

A grand reception programme was organised for newly 
admitted students of East West University (EWU) at the 
courtyard of the EWU campus in Aftabnagar, Dhaka on 
Sunday.

For the new spring semester, nearly 1,700 students were 
admitted to graduate and undergraduate programmes in 
14 departments, said a press release. 

Speakers welcomed the Fresher’s to EWU and encouraged 
them to become worthy citizens. They also emphasised the 
need for higher ethical standards and urged the students to 
make the best use of university resources.    

The programme was attended by Dr Samanta Lal Sen, 
chief coordinator, Burn Unit, Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital; former governor of Bangladesh Bank Prof 
Mohammed Farashuddin, chief adviser, EWU; EWU Vice 
Chancellor Prof MM Shahidul Hassan; Pro-Vice Chancellor 
Prof Muhammad Ziaulhaq Mamun; and the deans of the 
university. 

‘Won’t back down 
till I get justice’
Murdered BCL leader Sudipto’s father alleges 
pressure from influential accused
FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN, Ctg

“Every day, I walk to Government City 
College’s gate and stand before my son’s 
[Sudipto] photo on the wall... I remove the 
dust from the photo with my hands. I feel 
like his image looks back at me and is trying 
to tell me something… An indescribable 
pain has been eating me up every waking 
moment since his death,” 68-year-old 
Meghnath Biswas, father of BCL leader 
Sudipto Biswas, lamented. 

Sudipto was beaten to death in broad 
daylight on June 10, 2017.

The bereaved father has been waiting 
for justice for the last two and a half years 
since the murder while investigators have 
said they are close to wrapping up the 
investigation, identifying most of the killers 
including the mastermind.

Sudipto Biswas, student of City College 
and joint secretary of BCL’s Chattogram 
city unit, was brutally beaten to death by 
a group rival BCL and Jubo League men 
on the road near his house in port city’s 
Nalapara area over political rivalry. 

The murder case is being investigated 
by Police Bureau of Investigation (PBI) of 
Chattogram Metro unit. PBI arrested six 
persons including AL’s Lalkhan Bazar ward 
unit general secretary Didarul Alam Masum. 
Earlier, DB police investigated the case.

Investigators said Masum plotted the 
murder and asked his associates to execute 
it. So far 17 accused have been arrested 
while seven CNG-run auto-rickshaws were 
seized and one motorbike was recovered, 
which were used in the murder. 

Talking to The Daily Star, Meghnath 
Biswas said, “My son was murdered in the 
same way as Buet student Abrar and Rifat… 

The trial of the cases [Abrar and Rifat] have 
already began but the case over Sudipto’s 
murder is still being investigated.”

“I just want to see my son’s killers facing 
trial and demand justice through a fair 
probe, nothing else,” he added.

He also said, “I’m a humble private tutor 
but the accused are influential… I’m being 
pressured over the case through many ways, 
but I won’t back down.”

“I don’t know how long I have to wait. I 
pray that I can get justice before my death,” 
said the teacher in a choked voice.

Asked, Inspector Sontosh Kumar 
Chakma who is also the case’s investigating 
officer, said, “We have identified most of 
the killers, including the mastermind, and 
our investigation is now in the last stage.”

“We seized all the CNG-run auto 
rickshaws which were used by the killers 
and two CNG drivers have testified before 
magistrates -- giving their confessional 
statements in the case,” he said.

The PBI official said, “Conducting 
forensic examination of the mobile phone 
of an accused Khair, who was directly 
involved in the killing, PBI came across a 
conversation in which he narrated details 
of the murder to a friend after the crime.”

“Apart from that police also recovered a 
video clip of the murder, filmed by another 
accused Sattar,” said PBI official Sontosh.

“Accused Mizan and Sattar gave 
confessional statements where they named 
Masum as the mastermind,” he said.

Inspector Sontosh said around 50 to 60 
youths -- dividing into several groups -- 
took part in the killing. “Charge sheet of the 
sensational murder case will be submitted 
within very short time,” said the IO.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

PHOTO: STAR

Campaigning kicks off
FROM PAGE 3

Mahbub said, adding that image of the 
Election Commission would be affected if 
the trend continues.

Strong enforcement of the electoral code 
of conduct needs to be ensured, the election 
commissioner said. “To this end, I urge the 
authorities concerned to take immediate 
steps so that parliament members cannot 
take part in the electioneering,” he said.

Mahbub sent the letter to the CEC, 
as ruling Awami League formed two 
committees to coordinate elections to 
DNCC and DSCC on January 3, comprising 
top party leaders and lawmakers -- Tofail 
Ahmed,  Amir Hossain Amu, Faruk Khan, 

Mahbubul Alam Hanif, and Agriculture 
Minister Muhammad Abdur Razzaque.

EC TO INVESTIGATE COMPLAINT 
AGAINST TAPOSH  
DSCC Returning Officer Abdul Baten 
yesterday said they are investigating an 
allegation of breaching of electoral code 
of conduct brought against DSCC Awami 
League candidate Fazle Nur Taposh.

BNP candidate Ishraque Hossain on 
Wednesday night lodged the complaint 
with the RO that Taposh violated electoral 
code of conduct by pasting colourful posters 
and banners in different areas of Jhigatola 
and Motijheel on January 5, before election 
campaigning is allowed.

Dr Samanta Lal Sen speaks at the programme.
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Man sent to jail for 
raping seventh-grader
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday arrested a fisherman on charges of raping 
a seventh-grader at Sea Beach area under Halishahar Police 
Station of the port city on December 9.

The arrestee, Biplob Das (35), hails from the fishermen’s 
colony of Ananda Bazar, said police. 

Additional Deputy Commissioner (Prosecution) Md 
Kamruzzaman of Chattogram Metropolitan Police said the 
accused gave a confessional statement before Metropolitan 
Magistrate Mehnaz Rahman, admitting his crime.

After recording his statement, the court sent the accused 
to jail, the ADC said.

The victim also gave a statement before the magistrate 
under section 22  of Women and Children Repression 
Prevention Act, said the ADC.

The victim’s mother had filed the case with Halishahar 
Police Station after the incident. 

“After rape, the criminals snatched the victim’s cell 
phone, but she hid the information in the case statement.”

“During investigation, she disclosed the information, 
and police used the lead to arrest Biplob, and recovered 
the phone,” added the ADC.

OC Obaidul said, “We got information about the other 
rapist, and are trying to arrest him.”

“After medical tests, we confirmed that the girl was 
raped,” added the OC.

10 killed in road accidents
STAR REPORT

Ten people were killed in separate road 
accidents across the country in the last 
two days while 11 were injured, report our 
correspondents and a news agency.

A couple was killed in Dutiyarpur on 
Barura Lalmai road yesterday evening, 
when a truck hit a CNG-run auto-rickshaw, 
reports our Cumilla correspondent. The 
deceased were identified as Abdur Rashid 
(60) and his wife Mosammot Begum (45). 

Ziauddin, in-charge of Lalmai Highway 
Police Outpost, said, “Rashid and his wife 
were returning home from Cumilla, when 
the speeding truck hit it.” 

Both husband and wife died on the spot, 
while the auto-rickshaw driver was injured, 
Ziauddin said, adding that they seized the 
truck but its driver fled. 

Two people were killed and seven were 
injured in Shibchar upazila of Madaripur on 
Wednesday night. The deceased are Rabiul 
Sardar (35) and Shakil Gomosta (20), 
reports our Faridpur correspondent.

The accident occurred when a Barishal-
bound microbus collided with a Dhaka-
bound bus, said Md Wahidujjaman, officer-
in-charge of Shibchar Highway Police 
Station, quoting locals. The microbus was 
being driven on the wrong-side, he said.

Nine passengers of the microbus were 
injured, and rushed to a local hospital 

where on-duty doctors declared Rabiul 
and Shakil dead, he added.In Dinajpur, a 
pedestrian was killed after being hit by a 
speeding motorbike at Parbatipur upazila 
yesterday morning, reports our Dinajpur 
correspondent. The deceased was identified 
as Md Monsur Ali (55), Parbatipur upazila 
police said. Police detained the biker, Siam 
Babu (21). 

Meanwhile in Sunamganj, a Chhatra 
League leader and a female pillion 
passenger were killed when their motorbike 
collided with a pick-up truck at Borokapon 
point area on Sunamganj-Sylhet highway 
on Wednesday, reports UNB.

Nirmol Deb, in-charge of Jaua Bazar police 
outpost, confirmed the incident. Identity of 
the passenger could not be known.

In Chattogram, three people were killed 
and three others were injured in separate 
accidents on Wednesday night, reports UNB.

A woman was killed and her seven-year-
old child was injured when a covered-van 
hit them at Fakirhat in Sitakunda upazila, 
said Sub-Inspector Saiful Islam of Baro Aulia 
Highway Police Camp. The child was taken 
to Chittagong Medical College Hospital.

Also in Sitakunda, two people were killed 
and two others injured when a truck hit a 
private car at Kumira in the upazila. The 
deceased were identified as Mohammad 
Abdullah and Mezbah Uddin.


