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Beekeepers
dealt bitter
blow

Honey yield from mustard
fields in Tangail drops
due to cold, dense fog

MIirzA SHAKIL, Tangail

Honey yields from mustard in Tangail
were dealt a blow this year due to
unfavourable weather conditions, say
cultivators.

Although half of the season has already
passed, beekeepers have not been able to
collect honey as per their expectations due
to the bitter cold and dense fog since the
time mustard flowers began blooming.

On the other hand, local beekeepers
are deprived of fair prices -- with many
selling the honey they produced last year
at throwaway prices.

A large amount of honey, around 100
tonnes, collected from mustard and other
flowers last year remain unsold, leaving
honey cultivators in a tight spot.

Cultivators said where they sold per
maund of honey for Tk 6,000 in 2018,
they were unable to sell it for even Tk
4,000 last year.

During the season, cultivators get honey
five times a year: from mustard flowers
from the second week of November till

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2 nearby field; a hive frame filled with bees. Beekeepers in the district said honey production fell this year amid cold and dense fog. The photos were taken recently.

Two farmers working at a bee farm in Gala area of Tangail Sadar upazila. From top right, hive frames at the farm; bees collecting honey from mustard flowers at a I PHOTO:
MIRZA SHAKIL
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Use or EVMs SLAIN TRANIAN GENERAL'S FUNERAL

CEC says it's
to ensure no
irregularities
take place

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

New commander
promises revenge

Trump steps up rhetoric against
Iran, threatens Iraq sanctions

Chief Election AGENCIES
Commissioner KM Nurul
Huda yesterday turned Hundreds of thousands of Iranians thronged Tehran's

down BNP’s demand for
not using electronic voting
machines (EVMs) in the
Dhaka city elections slated
for January 30.

After a meeting with the
CEC, the BNP alleged that
the EVMs would be used in
the Dhaka north and south
city corporation polls for
“silent vote rigging”, while
the CEC said they wanted
to ensure no irregularities
take place in the elections.

“As EVM is an offline
system, there is no scope
for hacking. There is
no scope for silent vote
rigging. We had used the
EVM in the parliamentary,
local government, and
city corporation elections.
Voters or candidates did
not raise such allegations,”
the CEC said.

Defending the EC's
decision to use the voting

streets yesterday for the funeral of military commander
Qassem Soleimani, killed by a US drone strike, and his
successor promised to drive US forces out of the region in
revenge.

The coffins of Soleimani and Iraqi militia leader Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis, who also died in Friday’s attack in
Baghdad, were passed over the heads of mourners chanting
“Death to America”.

The killing of Soleimani, the architect of Iran’s drive to
extend its influence across the Middle East, on the orders
of US President Donald Trump has stoked concern across
the globe that a broader Middle East conflict could erupt.

Trump has listed 52 Iranian targets, including cultural
sites, that would be hit if Iran retaliates with attacks on
Americans or US assets.

“l promise to continue martyr Soleimani’s cause as
firmly as before with the help of God, and in return for his
martyrdom we aim to get rid of America from the region,”
said General Esmail Ghaani, the new commander of the
Quds Force, the elite unit of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
charged with overseas operations.

“God the Almighty has promised to take martyr
Soleimani’s revenge. Certainly actions will be taken,” he
told state television.

Other political and military leaders have made similar
threats without offering specifics. Iran, which lies at the
mouth of a Gulf oil shipping route, has a range of allied

Tents put up on the Biswa ljtema ground on the bank of the Turag river in Gazipur’s Tongi. Preparations were going on in PHOTO:
SEE PAGE 13 COL 2 full-swing for the first phase of the congregation from January 10 to 12. The photo was taken yesterday. PRABIR DAS SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

EDITOR & PUBLISHER : MAHFUZ ANAM. Printed by him from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 09610222222, 9144330 & 9117796, Fax: 58156306, GPO Box No: 3257, for Advertisement: 01711623910, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net, reporting@thedailystar.net, advertisement@thedailystar.net



