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Installation of metro 
FROM PAGE 3

The 20km line will consist of underground 
and elevated sections. The project commits 
to a 2028 deadline.

DIABARI ABUZZ WITH ACTIVITY

A total of 52 structures would be 
constructed at the depot, which include 
shed for trains, a central control centre, 
administrative building, power sub-station 
and medical centre.

There would be several dedicated power 
sub-stations for the metro rail, an official 
involved with the project said.

Railway sleepers have already been set 
up on the viaduct’s designated spots. Those 
tracks would be installed on a special type 
of pad so that it would not create any noise, 
according to metro rail officials.

Two lanes on both sides of the viaduct 

were constructed for electric lines and there 
would be electric poles at certain intervals 
for the catenary system, they added.

Works for three stations in Uttara areas 
are also going on in full swing.

An official said there would be two 
elevators, two escalators and two staircases 
on both sides of each station. Also, parapet 
(low) walls have been installed on both 
sides of the viaduct.

Although it would be a ballastless track, 
ballast would be used at tracks (around 
20km) inside the depot.

Apart from construction works, 
recruitment of drivers, station controllers 
and managers and engineers have already 
started, an official said. Many are being 
trained in various fields related to the work, 
and they would also be given training 
abroad, he added.  

Focus must not shift 
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DHAKA-DELHI TIES
About  Bangladesh’s close neighbour India 
and recent development there  centring 
the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
issue, he said they  will have to work amid 
challenges, as it is usual to have some 
challenges  among neighbours everywhere 
in the world.

The foreign secretary said they are 
keeping eyes on the situation in India.

He  said the NRC is an internal issue of 
India and the initial  instability is easing 
gradually, and hoped that India will  
manage it peacefully.

OTHER PRIORITIES 

Momen told reporters he had a meeting 
with Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen 
yesterday, from where they got some 
directives for the new year on key issues, 
including how to address trade-related 
challenges in the coming years.

The foreign secretary said they would 
put emphasis on working closely with 
Bangladesh missions abroad, to uphold the 
progress across the world. 

Highlighting Bangladesh’s economic 
progress over the past years, Masud said the 
world now expects Bangladesh’s leadership 
in many areas or looks at Bangladesh for 
taking the leadership role.

Modi, Hasina exchange 
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president of Awami League.
Modi also highlighted the progress achieved in India-

Bangladesh relations in 2019.
He said the upcoming birth centenary of Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 50 years of the liberation of 
Bangladesh and establishment of bilateral diplomatic 
ties “provided important milestones to further progress 
of the close India-Bangladesh ties, which is a priority of 
his government,” according to a statement issued by the 
Indian PMO.

The Indian premier also expressed his condolence on 
the untimely demise of former high commissioner of 
Bangladesh to India, Syed Muazzem Ali.

Govt to help 
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disposed of outside 
the court -- under the 
alternative dispute 
regulation system. 

Necessary training will 
be provided to the lower 
court judges in this regard, 
he said.

Earlier in the day, the 
minister inaugurated the 
four-month foundation 
training for assistant 
judges.

JATI Director General 
Justice Khondker Musa 
Khaled and Law Secretary 
Md Golam Sarwar also 
spoke on the occasion. 

No scope to
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Cases have been filed against some officials in Chattogram 
and Cox’s Bazar in this connection. Most of them are 
not our permanent staffers. They were recruited through 
outsourcing. No allegation has been found against any of 
our officers,” said the CEC.

“Investigation has been going on and cases have also 
been filed against those who were allegedly found involved 
[with these illegal activities],” he said. 

“After investigation, punitive action will be taken against 
those who will be found involved in the illegal process of 
registering Rohingya in voter list.”

The CEC said investigators have found involvement of 
some public representatives in providing Rohingyas with 
birth certificates, used to get registration in voter list.  

In reply to another question, the CEC said apart from 
Rohingyas, a Chinese citizen was registered in the voter list 
but the EC officials detected it. 

Another issue of the meeting was how to hold by-polls 
of Chattogram-8 constituency successfully, he said, adding, 
“We wholeheartedly believe that the polls will be held 
successfully in a free and fair manner.”

Dream of new books 
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(19) were injured in the accident, reports 
our Cumilla correspondent. 

ATM Sarfuddin, in-charge of Mia Bazar 
Highway Police Outpost, said, “The 
accident occurred when the couple were 
returning from Dhaka airport with Saiful’s 
Saudi Arab expatriate brother Humayun. 

Near Sujatpur bridge, the microbus lost 
control and fell into a ditch under Sujatpur 
bridge at Chiora of Chauddagram.”

Injured Humayun Kabir has been 
taken to Chauddagram Upazila Health 
Complex while driver Mominul Islam has 
been admitted at Cumilla Medical College 
Hospital in critical condition.

In Natore, a man was killed and 30 

others were injured in a collision between 
two buses at Kashiabari Bridge area in 
Sadar upazila yesterday. 

The deceased was identified as Likhon, a 
bus helper, reports UNB.  

The accident took place around 9:30am 
when a Rangpur-bound bus from Rajshahi 
collided head-on with another bus coming 
from the opposite direction.

This killed Likhon on the spot and left 
30 others injured, said Asaduzzaman, 
deputy assistant director of Natore Fire 
Service and Civil Defence.

The injured were taken to a local 
hospital, from where three were referred to 
Rajshahi Medical College Hospital.  

Media Workers Bill
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Bangladesh Betar will start in India this 
month, Hasan said, adding that state-
run Bangladesh Television (BTV) started 
transmitting programmes in India from 
September 2 last year.

“Many steps have been taken to bring 
discipline to the broadcasting sector of 
Bangladesh,” he said.

Some of the initiatives are – stopping 
the airing of Bangladeshi advertisements 
in foreign channels, fixing serial of 

television channels, taking government 
permission before dubbing foreign soap 
operas in Bangla. “A committee has 
been formed which gives permission to 
broadcast foreign soap opera,” said the 
minister.

While responding to questions on 
online news portal registration, he said, 
“Everything has been finalised. We’re yet 
to receive a report from the home ministry. 
After this, we’ll start registering news 
portals.”

AUG 21 ATTACK CASES

Paper books for HC hearing 
to be published soon
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Authorities concerned have finalised 
preparation for paper books of the 
sensational August 21 grenade attack cases 
for the High Court’s hearing on the death 
reference and appeals in the case. At least 
24 people were killed and around 300 
injured in the grisly attack on an Awami 
League rally on the capital’s Bangabandhu 
Avenue on August 21, 2004.

The Bangladesh Government Press will 
publish copies of the paper books very 
soon, and then the government will take 
necessary step for hearing on the cases, Law 
Minister Anisul Huq told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

A paper book contains all the details 
of a case, trial proceedings, statements, 
evidence, orders, verdict and other relevant 
documents. The book is necessary for the 
HC to hear and dispose of a death reference 
or an appeal.

“The paper books of the August 21 
grenade attack cases are now going (from 
the HC) to the Bangladesh Government 
Press for their publication. After the copies 

of the paper books are readied, I will 
instruct the attorney general’s office to take 
necessary steps before the High Court to fix 
a date for hearing of the death references of 
the case,” the law minister said.

The death references on August 21 
grenade attack cases reached the HC on 
November 27 last year for examination 
of the trial court’s November 10 verdict 
-- that sentenced 19 persons including 
former state minister and BNP leader 
Lutfozzaman Babar to death. Nineteen 
others, including BNP’s acting chairman 
Tarique Rahman, were given life 
imprisonment.

According to the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC), if a lower court orders 
death penalty, the verdict is examined by 
the HC for confirmation of the punishment.

Sheikh Hasina, the then opposition 
leader in parliament, narrowly escaped the 
attack with an ear injury.

The grenade attack, masterminded 
by some BNP leaders, is one of the most 
shocking political crimes in the country’s 
history.

Muazzem Ali laid to 
rest with state honours
UNB, Dhaka

Former Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh and immediate-
past High Commissioner to India Syed Muazzem Ali was 
laid to rest with state honours yesterday.   

Muazzem, also a freedom fighter, was given state guard 
of honour at state guesthouse Padma after his first namaz-
e-janaza earlier in the day. Representatives of President 
Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina placed 
wreaths on his coffin at the guest house.

His second janaza was held at Gulshan Azad Mosque 
after Zohr prayers. He was then laid to rest at Banani 
graveyard. His qulkhwani will be held tomorrow, said an 
official. 

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen, State Minister 
for Foreign Affairs M Shahriar Alam, former Finance 
Minister AMA Muhith, former Foreign Minister AH 
Mahmood Ali, newly-appointed Foreign Secretary Masud 
Bin Momen, Dean of Diplomatic Corps and Ambassador 
of the Vatican to Bangladesh Archbishop George Kocherry, 
Indian High Commissioner to Dhaka Riva Ganguly Das, 
former diplomats and senior officials at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs were present to show their last respects to 
Muazzem. 

Tofazzel Hossain 
new PMO secy
UNB, Dhaka

P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r ’ s 
P e r s o n a l 
S e c r e a t r y - 1 
( a d d i t i o n a l 
s e c r e t a r y ) 
Md Tofazzel Hossain 
Miah has been promoted 
to Secretary to the Prime 
Minister’s Office. The Public 
Administration Ministry 
issued a notification in this 
regard yesterday.

Tofazzel was appointed 
personal secretary-1 to 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina on January 25, 2018.

Syed Tanveer
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professional profile on 
LinkedIn. He also worked 
as a consultant for the 
World Bank. 

He is survived by his 
wife and two daughters. His 
qulkhwani will be held  on 
Saturday after Asr prayers at 
Gulshan Azad mosque. 

Almost the entire length of this footpath on Green Road remains occupied by vendors, leaving little to no space 

for pedestrians to walk. At the same time, the lane beside the pavement has become a parking spot for human 

hauliers. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN
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