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Nobel Peace Prize winner Prof Muhammad Yunus, second from right, shakes hands with Nobel laureate Prof 
Amartya Sen after launching a Special Commemorative Report of Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK) at the National Museum 
auditorium in the city yesterday while ASK Chairperson Fazle Hasan Abed, second from left, and American philan-
thropist George Soros, extreme right, look on. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Independent education depart-
ment and curriculum board will 
have to be set up for updating 
madrasa education to enter mod-
ern job markets, said the speakers 
at a roundtable yesterday.

'Update madrasa education 
to enter modern job market'

They also laid emphasis on 
modern training for madrasa teach-
ers including in Bachelor of 
Education (BEd) programme. 

The roundtable styled as 'Devel-
op ing  madrasa  educa t ion :  
Bangladesh perspective' was 
organised jointly by NIBRAS 
Foundation Bangladesh and World 
Assembly of Muslim Youth at the 
National Press Club in the city. 

The speakers said Ebtedayee 
madrasa education which is 
equivalent to primary level, should 
be given priority and students of 
Ebtedayee should be provided 
with free textbooks as most of 
them come from poor family.

They said subjects like sci-
ence, mathematics, English and 
IT technology should be incorpo-
rated into madrasa curriculum.

Prof Dr Mustafizur Rahman, 
former vice-chancellor of Kushtia 
Islami University, said a separate 
university will have to be estab-
lished for implementing the recog-
nition of Fazil and Kamil degrees 
equivalent to graduation (pass) 
and master degrees. 

The immediate-past BNP-
Jamaat government gave the 
recognition at the eleventh hour of 
its tenure. 

Dr Mumtaz Ahmad of Hampton 
University, USA said madrasa 
education has come to light after 
9/11 incident. 

"Most of the people have wrong 
conception about madrasa educa-
tion. But it has been proved that 
madrasa has no role in creating 
militancy," he told the roundtable.

Dr Yaqub, former registrar of 
Bangladesh Madrasa Education 
Board, said around 70 percent of 
textbooks do not have correct 
information and the government 

should take effective measures for 
updating them. 

"Madrasa students will not be 
able to enter the modern job market 
without modernisation of their 
curriculum, " said Secretary to 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs 
Ministry Dr Quazi Motahar 
Hussain. 

Moderated by Former Secretary 
S h a h  A b d u l  H a n n a n ,  t h e  
roundtable was also addressed by 
Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd Vice-
chairman Prof Mainul Abedeen and 
former principal of Madrasa-e-Alia 
Prof Mansurur Rahman.

Tofail's mother 
passes away
UNB, Dhaka

Fatema Khanam, mother of  Awami 
League (AL) presidium member 
Tofail Ahmed, passed away due to 
old age complications at a city 
hospital  yesterday at the age of 94.

AL President Sheikh Hasina 
visited Tofail's residence yesterday 
morning and prayed for salvation of 
the departed soul.
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