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And they will call him Immanuel
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UT of the hundred and one
names and titles of Jesus
. Christ that could be found
«inthe Bible 'Immanuc!'is one. This
‘name is a combination of three
‘ancient Hebrew words meaning
“Godwith us”. This name was given
‘through Isaiah, who prophesied
‘during Bth century B.C. Isaiah
~made most of the explicit prophe-
-cies about Christ's birth and death,
“His prophecies reflect on the holi-
‘ness and justice of God vis-i1-vis the
.unrighteous and unjust life of the
:people of Israel. This was at the
-time of political problem faced by
‘the king of Judah (thc southern
‘kingdom after the death of
.Solemon) Ahaz when his kingdom
-was threatened with an attack by
‘the morthern kingdom of Israel and
Syria. The Judean king did not have
~trust in God, but he wanted to
Zavoid him by not only depending
*on human power and force, but
- also by failing to lead his people in
:the path of social and cconomic
:justice. Through the prophet God
- spoke about giving a supernatural
mgn the sign of Immanuel, imply-
“ing that he is with his people o
* protectghem.
“Therefore, the Lord himsell will
- give you a sign: the virgin will be
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Gud did not send messages only for solving the human

redicament arising out form sin, but He incarnated that

message supremely. For God chose to be clothed Himself in human nature and became a man to experience the pangs
of sin so that man’'s life is changed and made whole.

with child and will give birth to a
san, and will call him Immanuel”
(Isaiah 7:14). Thisverseis quoted by
the evangelist Matthew in his
Gospel in the New Testament (Mit.
1:23) with regard to Jesus, who was
born of the Virgin Mary. The proph-
ccy through lsaiah implics two
things:

Firstly, God wanis to be with his
people, specially people who are
afflicted by worldly powers and
unjust people, with even sinful
people because of his saving grace
and mercy; secondly, people ought
to believe in him and not only
believe in him, but also trust him
and obey his commandments each
of which has great significance in
both individual and corporate
lives, in both so-called spiritual
and material aspects of life for the
interest of establishing and main-
taining a socicty of people to live in
justice, peace and harmony.

It is useful 1o note that as we
might know, Old Testament proph-
ccy had double implications. Tt
had a contemporary meaning and
also a meaning of fulfilment in the
future. This particular prophecy
about ‘Immanuel’ came to be
fulfilled in the birth of Jesus on
Christmas day in the long run.
Jesus was (o be called ‘Immanuel’
implying that God is with us. The
Creator and Redeemer God is not

.remote from his creation. He lives

in our hearts and minds, in our
experiences. He is not just a God of
the philosophers, He created the
world to dwellinit. Isaiah said, "For
this is what the Lord says -- he who
created the heavens, he is God; he

who fashioned and made the earth
he found it; he did not create it in
vain, but formed itto dwellinit,” In
the birth of his Son as a human
person God made it most explicit
that He is with His creation. God
gave Himself to the world.

God is holy, loving and just, In
Biblical teaching God is righteous
because He is just. Without justice
thereisnorightecousnessin biblical
theology., The Hebrew word
‘tsedek’ means both, These are his
auributes stemming out of his very
nature. Both justice andrighteous-
ness unfold to us the very nature of
God's Tove. So we find that these
Trinitarian attributes of God are
intertwined with each other, The
Hebrew Psalter sang: “for the LORD
is righteous, he loves justice;
upright men will see his face.”
(Psalm 11:7). Again he declared,
“The LORD loves rightecousness
and justice; the earth is full of his
unfailing love” (Psalm 33:5), God's
virtue of Justice and righteousness
is published in hisworks.

we know God's justice by look-
ing at what he does in history, The
Bible is a great record of this, He is
the God whao is on the side of the
poor and the oppressed, the
neglected and the sinned-against
ones, the captives, the weak and
the vulnerable ones in any society.
God brings down the mighty and
haughty ones and lifts up and
vindicates the lowly and weak.
Thus Mary in her song of praise (o
God the Magnificat in the Gospel
according Luke (Chapter 1) praised
God for all His work of liberation of
the poor and the oppressed people
by any evil power of tyranny and

unjustsystem or structures,

Goad created human beings in
his own image and likencss, so the
Rible records. Man is 11is crown of
creations: allmankind rich or poor,
high or low, black or white. To
mankind He has given the domin-
ion and faithful stewardship of all
his creation. All of God's creation
belongs to man. So God gives man
the intelligence and mastery over
all that is there to be used for man's
good and ultimate glory to God
himself. This authentic exercise of
man's stewardship implies man's
integrity and a right relationship of
man with God, with others, with
nature and within man's own self,
This four-fold relatiohship was
broken with man's fall at the begin-
ning of things due 10 man's pride
and greed.

According to the Bible man is
created in the image and likeness of
Guod which implies that man ought
to reflect Ged's attributes of love,
holiness, justice and righteousness,
That's why Christ came to live with
man and showed the way for true
manhood. God spoke to people in
history and He is still speaking in
events in cultures and histories.
There cannot be any dichotomy in
the sight of God between the so-
called spiritual aspects of life and
the material ones, All are to be seen
in the perspective of total and holis-
tic point of view that we need to live
lives of love and compassion for
each other so that every life is
respectedand enhanced.

Today we live in a world where
about 30,000 children die of hunger
or malnulrition, about 700 people

are affected with leprosy, more than
10,000 people are affected with HIV,
and thousands of people are ren-
dered homeless every day. 94 per
cent of the world's income is used
up by a0 per cent people and, there-
fore, 60 per cent of world's popula-
tion lives on the remaining fraction
of 6 per cent of world's income. A
half of the world's population has to
live on less than 2 US dollars a day.
Professor Yunus aptly said in his
speech in his Nobel Peace prize
receiving ceremony that the poor
people are like bonsai trees. There is
poverty, alienation, oppression of
people by people because of greed
for undue privileges for some peo-
ple and lust of power. In such a
world God came to mankind in
human form and showed the ideal
of perfect human life so that man
can turn away from wayward and
sinfullife and enjoy the life of abun-
dance, life of peace and harmony
with all from whom he has been
alienated because of sin,

God's heartis in pain when man
has sufferings of any kind, At
Christmas God's eternal and life
giving word became incarnated in
the person of the baby Jesus, who
showed God's perfect love, holi-
ness and righteousness. He was
sinned against, though he did not
know sin; he was reviled and tor-
wured to death, but he did not take
revenge, he was utterly humiliated,
but he remained faithful to his
mission of saving the lives of the
sinners. Jesus, the only Perfect man
for others, is the one “in whom all
the fullness of the Deity lives in
bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). John,

the writer of the fourth Gospel
gives the perfect testimony to him
as he says in the Prologue 1o the
same, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God
and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God; and all
things were made through Him
apart from him nothing was made
that was made...And the Word
became Nesh and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of
graceand truth.”

We cannot comprehend the true
significance of this mystery by any
logic or reasoning. We can attempt
to fathom the depth, height, the
width and breadth of God's
supreme sacrifice in grace and truth
onlyin genuine faith, And that faith
needs to be incarnated in the trans-
formation of our attitude to life and
to the world around us. Most of our
religious activities are mere lip-
service. It does no good to any, We
need to conform to God's holy will
for us, We need to identify with God
in his pain by practically identifying
with the peoplewhosuffer.

1 like these words of Dr Bob
Pierce, the founder of World Vision,
the largesl privately funded child-
sponsoring charitable organisa-
tion in the world: “Let my heart be
broken with the things that break
the heart of God.” God did not send
messages only for solving the
human predicament arising oul
form sin, but He incarnated that
message supremely. For God chose
to be clothed Himself in human
nature and became a man to expe-
ricnce the pangs of sin so that
man's life is changed and made
whole, Christmds points our whole
being to God lying in a manger,
completely human, yet completely
divine, So shall this be the message
for Christmas forus: Godis with us,
Letusbewith him!

: FATHER PATRICK GOMES

" ODAY the whole world
celebrates with great solem-
nity the Birth of Jesus, nativ-

ity of Jesus. Today is Christmas,
« This is no season for sadness, this,
» the birthday of Jesus who is Life --
. the life which annihilates tlic fear
*+ of death, and engenders joy, prom-
- ising immortality. Today, therefore,
~all over the world as well as in

"W

. Bangladesh, the Christian commu-

nity is in joyful mood of celebra-
tion. However, Christimas celebia-
tion becomes relevant and spirii-
ally fruitbearing only when we
reflect the great mystery around
‘which the whole celebration
-evolves; when we look at the mys-
-lery in the context of the contem-
- porary world and its optimistic and
-pessimistic realities; and by doing
- this we take up the challenges that
Jthe mystery of the celebration
. demands:
A wonderful exchange: This
«exchange is between God an man.
:God becomes man in order to
-make man endowed with divine
-values. God comes down on earth
. in order to lift up man to himself,
:Godwhoisalmighty, whoisincom-
prehens:ble. the bodiless, comes
““down taking to himsell flesh and
*blood for the sake of our Mlesh and
*blood. The incarnated God is the
L full revelation of the invisible God.
*Sois he termed as the Son of God.
» This Son of God took to himself all
._that is human, except sin. 1le was
» conceived by the Virgin Mary who
*was first purified in body and soul
« by the Spirit. Mary wasimmaculate
«right from her birth; and it is per-
* fectly so, because the most Holy is
*bornin the "temple” of Mary that is
- most pure,most holy,
. This new born Jesus who
«enriches others becomes poaor,

First of all he took to himsell the
poverty of human flesh so thai
man, might obtain the riches. He
who is full empties himself. Hewho
is almighty becomes powerless --
only 1o make us powerful with his
mercyand grace.

And he does it through hiswords
and deeds: teaching, doing to
others through many miracles:
giving life to the dead, sight 10 the
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p TARS occupy a very
. important place in the
P history of homo sapiens.
'Mlhough Whitman claims, "1
: believe aleaf of grass is no less than
“the journey work of the stars,”
. people invarious ages have always
;belicvcd in.the maxim: "The stars
- rule men, but God rules the stars.”
Stars indeed have haunted the
simagination of saints and seers
“from time immemorial. To many,
!stars have been symbols of high
“ideals and greathopes. Pocts have
-eulogised stars in their poems,
-patriots have depicted stars on
‘their flags, stars in songs have
provided inspiration to the
- tormented souls of the lovers and
' the imprisoned. For thousands of
' years stars have also been used as
.religious symbols. The ancient
- Babylonians believed that the stars
“and the gods were closely related.
- Ancient writings testify to the fact
“that the Chinese used to worship
- the constel]atiuns and the whole
I;ea\rens, The Black-foot Indians of
. North America believed that every
:star was a human being. When a
Eerscm died his spirit rose to the
. heavensto become astar. From the
* days of yore, the six-pointed star of
«the*Shield of David has been a
-symbbol of Jewish faith, But il is the
“ Star of Bethlehem, the symbol of
- the Christian religion, which has
< the unique distinction of attracting
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the atention of people both in the
realm of science and in the world of
religion.

The Star of Bethlehem is that
unique star following the light of
which three wise men found Jesus
in Bethlehem on Christmas Day.
The Christmas Story, as told in the
Bible, describes how the wise men
from the East followed a bright star
to the stable in Bethlehem where
Jesus was born. A silver star in the
great cathedral in the village has
the simple inscription: "Here, of
the Virgin Mary, Jesus Christ was
born."” And each year, thousands of
Chyristians make a pilgrimage to
Bethlehem on Christmas Day and
the Silver Star reminds them of the
unigque Star of Bethlehem which
guided the three wise men on the
first Christmas Day.

More than two thousand years
have shaded themselves with the
past since Jesus was born, but the
Star of Bethlehem still remains a
mystery not only to the devoted
followers of Christianity by also to
historians and astronomers in Lhis
twenty-first century. It seems that
the miraculous star was not just a
divine apparition. Scientists in
various corners of the world have
been pondering for years over all
known documentation of a sup-
posednumberofrecorded sightings
of the period. As a result many a
theory has been put forward. Some
claim it to be a regular bright star,
others opine in favour of an explod-
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blind and many other good deeds
and finally through his uncondi-
tional forgiving love manifested
through hid suffering, death and
glorious resurrection. A wonderful
exchange indeed! Christmas is a
celebration of this exchange: God
coming to this world in order to
bringmanto him!

Biblical reference: This birth of
Jesus brings tremendous joy 1o the

The star of Bethlehem

ing Nova-Star or a comel. There are
still others who advocate in favour
of aconjunction ol plancts.

The only place where the three
wise men are mentioned in the
Bible is the Apostle according 1o St
Matthew. It is clearly mentioned
that Jesus was born at Bethlehem at
the time the three wise men follow-
ing a star came from the East look-
ing for the newborn King of the
Jews. The Star of Bethlehem is
shown clearly in famous paintings
like Phillipe Lippi's in Florence or
Jerome Bosch's in the Madrid
Prado. But scientists tried to find
proof of the existence of the
BRIGHT OBJECT in the sky both
historicallyand astronomically,

One hypothesis claimed that it
could be an exploding Nova-Star
which normally produces unusual
brilliance in the sky and overshad-
ows even the Morning or the
Evening Stars. Bui, argues the
renowned astronomer Nigel
Henbest, "Everyone in the Middle
East would have heen astounded
by such a sight. Yet, according to St
Matthew's gospel, neither King
Herodnor hisadvisers had seen the
Star. When the Magi turned up in
Jerusalem demanding, "Whereishe
that is born King of the Jews?',
Herod, with his authority in danger
of being undermined, enguired of
them diligently what time the Star
appeared.”

What is more, Chinese astrono-
mers used ta record with meticulous

world because this birth is for the
spiritual salvation of the whole
world. The world is liberated
through this Jesus: his life, his
preaching, his examples and finally
his redemptive death on the cross
and his glorious resurrection, And
s0 at the nativity of Jesus the Angel
has this happy announcement to
the shepherds, the first guests who
came to meet him, "1 bring to you a
news of great joy which shall be to
all people. For unio you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord. And this
shell be a sign unto you;.you shall
Jinel the baby wrapped in swaddling
clotlis, lying in a manger® (LK 2: 11-
12). And also the multitude of heav-
enly angels praising God singing,
"Glory to God in the highest and on
earth peace among men with whom
heiswell pleased” (LK 2:13-14).
Born to dwell with us as a light;
The Bible states that "TheWord was
made flesh and dwelt’ambng us
(John 1:14). This Word is God
Himsell that comes to humanity
embracing the same human nature
in everything but sin. Here we
reflect the tremendous love of God
for mankind. He comes down from
above in order Lo let mankind find
its dignity back and be with the
same bond with God. He comes to
dwell among us, He can dwell only
when we are prepared with our
holiness in heart and mind, in
words and deeds. A person, a fam-
ily, anation when renewed spiritu-
ally can welcome Jesus 1o dwell.
Jesus is born as a Light. His coming
throws off darkness of sin from the
world; the world is brightened with
new light. Christmas is a feast of
light. Tt calls all men to come out
from the darkness of sin and be
enlightened with good deeds, The
three Magi were led o the place of
the birth of Jesus by a lighted star
(CIr, Holy Bible, Gospel of St

care their own observations of the
sky at the time. But they did not
report any brilliant supemova. The
supernova or the exploding star
hypothesis can therefore be ruled
oul.

Another hypothesis claims that
the Star of Bethlechem could have
been the famous Haley's Comet
which swings close by the sun
roughly every 76 years. An unfor-
gettable view of Haley's Comet in
1301 so inspired Giotto di
Bondone, the Nalian Renaissance
painter, that he used it as the model
for his 'Star’ in a famous Nalivily
scene. But the records of the
Chinese astronomers testify that
they saw Haley's Comet in 12 BC,
which was undoubtedly too early
for thebirthoflesus.

But the Chinese astronomers saw
another celestial w‘aimr which they
called 'broom star' in 5 BC, on the
bhorders of the wnslellatlons
Aquarius and Capricornus. Some
astronomers claim that it was anova
-- an explosion of a dwar( star. But
Colin Humphreys, a scientist at
Cambridge University, firmly
believes that it was a comet. He also
opines that this "tailed wonder' was
the Star of Bethlehem. The Chinese
astronomical records also claimed
that the 'broom star' was visible for
70 days -- long enough 1o guide the
Magi to Bethlchem. Ifthisistrue then
Jesuswas bomin thespringof5BC,

Most astronomers believe that a
cometdoesnotfitthe bill. The Magi

Christmas and its challenging message

Mathew 2:9), We are called 10 be
guided by the divine Light who is
Jesus. Christmas is truly a feast of
light.

Challenging message: The Bible
says that the kingdom that Jesus
brings has some challenging char-
acteristics that are expressed in
symbolic manner: "The wolf shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leop-
ard shall lie down with the kid, and
the calfand the lon and the fatling
together, and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall
Seed:and the lion shalleat straw like
the ox" (Prophet Isaiah 11:1-8).
Again we read in the Bible: "Nation
will not lift sword against nation,
there will be no more training of
war”(Isaiah 2:3-4).

Thisyear's Christmas messageis
therefore not at all soft. 1t brings us
challenge: challenge of telling the
truth; challenge of being rcally
patriotic; challenge of not making
any double personality; challenge
of being truly impartial and neu-
tral; challenge of working with free
conscience; challenge of keeping
onesell totally free from devil that
leads totemptation.

No sword but peace and har-
mony: It is not merely a slogan,
because slogans are these daysvery
cheap. It must be a reality. Jesus is
born to liberate mankind from the
bondage of sins: personal sin,
communal sin, national sin etc.
Sword brings division, clash,
hatred, suspicion, death, injustice,
greed for power and misuse of
power; and these are personal,
social, national sins, Christmas
calls everyone 1o have a reflective
glance on the Christmas crib,
reflect on the birth of Jesus and be
tremendously touched by the
values that this nativity embraces
and renounce. Following the mes-
sage of Christmas the resultwill be
anew person, new society -- where

were not kings, but Babylonian
astrologers, They were not used 1o
observing the sky closely and log-
ging unexpected events such as
comets. They simply calculated the
position of the Sun, Moon and
planets, and their relations to each
other. With this knowledge they
could "predict” events months or
even years in advance. So, argues
Henbest, the Star of Bethlehem
must have been something much
more arcane and subtle so that it
would not be-evident to those
without astrological (or astronomi-

ml]dwnlipr.at e, true peace.

Celebrations: The Christmas
prayer service, the Holy Mass is
held at night, traditionally called
mid-night Mass, on 24th of
December and in the morning of
December 25. Presided by Catholic
priest (Rev. Father or Most Rew
Bishop/Archbishop) this
Christmas liturgy is indeed joyful
with hymns and prayers as well as
Bible reading specially noted in the
liturgical calendar for Christmas,
Culturally speaking pcople nor-
mally decorate houses during,
Christmas star is hoisted and
Christmas carols are sung,
Delicious and variety of cakes are
prepared in almost each familyand
are shared with friends and neigh-
bours irrespective of caste and
religion, People go house to house
toexchanpe Christmas wishes,

Conclusion: We can conclude
our Christmas reflection with our
oath to be aware of the message of
Christmas: No sword but peace!
This oath is a must nol only for
Christian community that cele-
brates Christmas but for all. We all
have the moral responsibility to
make this world, a better place (o
live. Peace is inner disposition of
man's lifec expressed in outward
personality through words and
deeds. When we are men of peace
we don't destroy but build, we
don't demolish humanlife buthelp
it grow. Let us not tell others 1o
change but let each one take step to
bring creative change within him-
sell or hersell. This year let our
prayer 1o newborn Jesus be: Make
me a channel of your peace; where
there is hatred, let me bring your
love, where there is injury, your
pardon Lord. And where there is
doubt, true faith in you. (Taken
from the prayer of St. Francis of
Assisi).

cal) knowledge.

A third hypothesis goesin favour
of arare triple conjunction of three
planets. This happened when King
Herod decided to massacre all
children under two years of age in
his attempt to kill the King of the
Jews. But the British astronomer
DW Hughes, of Sheffield
University, claimed in 1976 that his
research and calculations clearly
showed that this coming together
of Venus, Jupiter and Saturn
occurred in 7 BU t.c. seven years
before the presumed birth year of
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Christmas is recognition of every moment's. joy

Realisation in a grown-up, toachildatoy
- Kindnessto the distressed -- aglimmer of hope
| Alittlesympathy fromthesinnerorthepope |

For Christmas knows no sinner nor saint
Christmasis colourless, devoid of paint
Christmas is agifthaving neither touchnorsm ull

Withineveryone of

Christmas love

MIRIAM ROy (Jur)

S swhere Christmaslies
Intheheart ofeach souliswhereitabides
Forever chiming sweet music, asifto say
Peacetoall,it's Christrnas Day.

The birth oflove is not quite known,
Although 1 knowitwasbornall alone;
Therelationitcreates is notquite definable,
Butlcanassureitis quitereliable,
Thedesire of onetoliveislove forlifeitself.
The husbands toil to assure theirlove to the wives.

Themotherscolds herlittle oneto showherlovefor the child' el

Lovecanbeseeninone's eyes

Itissomething one cannever hide.
To getatruelove people dostrive,

Foritis somethinglimitlessly wide,
Across the oceansit can take youmerelyin awhile

Itislongerthan the sky

Andsweeter thanaglass full ofwine.
' Thevalue oflove is known to few,
Butyouyourselfwon'tknowwhenit

Happenstoyou.

Andifyou evercome to know
Thinkyourselftobeblessed.
'BecauseJesusisborn

To giveall thelovehe has

To all the people in this world

g Cupid, the God of love

‘Will handle the rest.

Christ. Although Michael Molnar,
the famous American astronomi-
cal historian, has of lale come up
with even more spectacular astro-
logical perspective, this claim of
the triple conjunction is supported
by the majority of modern astrono-
mers.

This claim of Hughes does no,
however, surprise the historians
since the exact date of Jesus' birthis
not known, "To track down the real
Star of Bethlehem”, says Henbest,
"we need to know roughly the'date
of Jesus' birth. Jesus was not born
in the Year Zero (which does not
exist), or even in the Year One.
According to Luke it is associated
with a census which was held in 6
AD, It is also stated that Jesus was
born in Palestine during the life-
time of Herod the Great whom the
Romans had appointed to rule as
King of Jews. Herod died, soon after
an eelipse of the Moon, delinitelyin
4 BC and Jesus must have been
born earlier than that. Vincent
Taylor also admits in The Jesus
Repart that the date of birth of
Jesus could be as carly as 8 BC;
since Herod's degree, set inmotion
by the news of Jesus' actual or
imminent birth, that all newly born
infants in Bethlehem should be
slaughiered, obviously must have
preceded Herod's death,

The historians point out that
although the Christian Calendar is
dated from what was supposed to
have been the year of the birth of

Jesus, the people who werked out
the Calentdar made a mistake in the
date. It was in the AD 500s that the
monk Dionysus Exiguus, who
introduced the present custom of
reckoning time by counting the
vears from the birth of Christ,
miscalculated and his reckoning
was four to seven years later than
the actual date. The calculations of
Hughes, with the suggestion that
the star of Bethlehem was a rare
triple conjunction of planets,
testify o the fact that Tesus indeed
wasbornin 7BCand vice-versa.
This interesting episode attracts
both the astrologers and the

“astronomers, Jupiter, as the Eing of

the gods, symbolises Royalty, and
in Jewish astrology Saturn, repre-
senting both Palestine and the
principle of justice, protects Isracl.
Pisces, the zodiacal sign of the
Jewish people, is also in Spring
time, the birth of a new age. The
Magi, looking at their astronomical
charts, would have interpreted the
conjunction as a sign thata Jewish
Messiah would soon be born.
Hence the birth of the King of Jews
as recounted in St. Matthew. In this
case, since the Star of Bethlehem,
the rare triple conjunction of
Venus, Jupiter and Saturn,
appeared in sky inthe year 7BC the
world should now be passin
through 2013 and not 2006 aswe
inadvertently believe.
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