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lajuddin makes
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siege illegal weapons and to thwart
terroristactivities.

The new council of advisers in
yesterday's meeting discussed the law
and order situation and directed the
home ministry to ensure public secu-
rity, protect properties of the public,
and to send the latest decision of
keeping the armed forces in their
camps to all district administrations
withinthe night.

Sources said the president also re-
initiated a process of recasting the EC
in line with the package proposal soon
after accepting the resignation letters
of the four erstwhile advisers.

"If both the parties agree, he would
request Election Commissioners
Zakaria and Modabbir to go on leave. |
believe they will agree to go on leave if
both the parties reach a consensus,"
the president's adviser quoted
lajuddin as telling the US ambassador
yesterday at Bangabhaban.

Earlier, the president however had
suddenly appeared opposed to the
move of sending Election
Commissioner Zakaria on a leave of
absence.

Non-implementation of the pack-
age proposal regarding reconstitution
of the EC caused frustration among
the advisers and the president's
unilateral move of ordering the deploy-
ment of the armed forces on
December 9 prompted the four advis-
erstoquitthe interim cabinet.

The two resigned advisers ---
Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury and CM
Shafi Sami -- on Tuesday, told the
media that the chief adviser and all the
ten advisers unanimously had agreed
tothe package proposal and signed on
it, which includes reconstitution of the
EC by sending the two election com-
missioners on leaves of absence and
appointment of new election commis-
sioners.

After the last meeting of the previ-
ous council on Saturday night, the
chief adviser yesterday held a meeting
of the new council to discuss the
prevailing situation.

Before the first meeting of the new
council, the newly appointed advisers
on the first day of their office yesterday
expressed their optimism for resolving
the political deadlock.

A newly appointed adviser yester-
day however did come up with a new
formula regarding reconstitution of the
EC. Adviser Shafiqual Haque
Choudhury on the first day of his office
said 'equilibrium’ is more important to
the EC than 'impartiality’.

"A fair election is possible even if
the two election commissioners do not
resign as demanded by 14-party
coalition, Shafiq said. "There is
anotherway out thatis to bring equilib-
rium to the commission by appointing
more commissioners," he said.

Adviser Ruhul Alam Chowdhury
said he took a 'tough job' to live up to
national expectations. "We have to
find a way out at any cost," he told
reporters atthe energy ministry.

"l have enough self-confidence. |
will continue my efforts relentlessly to
overcome the present political
impasse," said the energy adviser.

NCBs attain 5pc

FROM PAGE 16

was able to recover only Tk 45 lakh.
Janata Bank recovered only Tk 13
lakh against a target of Tk 25 crore,
Agrani Bank Tk 5.5 crore against Tk
18 crore and Rupali Bank Tk 6.4
crore against Tk 35 crore target.

Sources said the NCBs also
failed to meet other targets such as
reduction in operational costs,
capital shortfall and the amount of
classified loans.

The amount of classified loans
has increased by Tk 2,125 crore
during the period. Sonali Bank saw
an increase of Tk 541 crore, Janata
Bank Tk 305 crore, Agrani Bank Tk
223 crore and Rupali Bank Tk 1,056
crore.

Officials of Rupali Bank said their
classified loans have increased
sharply as the bank has categorised
the loans under international stan-
dards.

Entire Savar village
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and several other areas it was
discovered that most of the inhabit-
ants were unaware of the correction
of the voter list. Youths who became
eligible to vote in the last 2 to3 years
complained that no- one turned up
to enlistthem.

"No-one came here to correct the
voter list. | was enlisted along with
my husband 3 to 4 years ago. My
husband is dead now and nobody
came to update this," said Rezia, a
resident of Aitor village in Savar. Her
25-year-old son Nazrul is yet to be
enlisted as a voter.

Over three hundred people from
Manikganj settled in the village
about six years ago after losing
everything in river erosion. Since
then staff from the EC have only
visited the area only once.

A total of 5, 45,750 voters were
enlisted during voter listing in Savar
this year while the number was 3,
53,784 in2001.

Rejecting the allegations of not
going from door to door Istefazul
Hoque Akand, election officer of
Savar, said, "Our staff is working as
per direction and if any local people
lodge a complaint we definitely will
look into the matter."

CHITTAGONG

Our Chittagong bureau office
reports: Field level enumerators
here are continuously facing prob-
lems with people pressing them to
include their names as voters.

Pulak Chakrabarti, of Saleh
Jahur City Corporation High School,
an enumerator in Jamal Khan ward
said. “During the first three days we
were only busy in correction on the
basis of the list of 2000 and told the
people who wanted to be voters to
contact the district election office.”
NETROKONA
Our correspondent in Netrakona
reports: Due to a lack of forms two
election officials could not register
55 indigenous Garo and Hajong

voters of Senpara and Bhasankura
villages in Kharnai union under
Kalmakanda upazila

Kalmakanda's 14 party leaders
claimed that local BNP and Jaamat
activists are assisting the field level
officials in correcting the voter list

When the Daily Star visited the
two villages, an on duty Assistant
Returning Officer(ARO)of
Kalmakanda upazila told the corre-
spondent that 123 indigenous
voters of Senpara and Bhasankura
were deleted from the voter list in
the last update on the grounds that
they had left the village. However
our correspondent found this to be
incorrect.

This ARO also said that over a
thousand indigenous Garo and
Hajong voters were deleted from the
last updated voter list in Langura,
Kharnai and Rangchati unions, the
three bordering unions of
Kalmakanda upazila, due to pres-
sure of local BNP and Jamaat
leaders and activists.

Our Correspondent in
Moulavibazar reports: Enumerators
are advising voters who want to
enlist their name in the voter list to
visit 'registration officers' as they do
not have forms for new voters. Local
people alleged that field level elec-
tion commission staff did possess
the forms but were unwilling to make
them available.

Moumita Dhar, college teacher in
Moulavi Bazar alleged that her
name was included in August but
had now been dropped.

Sheikh Mohibur Rahman, an
officer of the district election office
told this correspondent that suffi-
cient fresh enlistment forms have
been supplied to the registration
officers. He said his office will inves-
tigate the allegations.

LDP demands polls
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date should be deferred by two
months for implementing the 'pack-
age proposal' including the election
commission reconstitution."

Meanwhile, Badruddoza
Chowdhury said at a meeting held at
LDP Moghbazar office, "President
lajuddin himself is the responsible
for creating an anarchic atmosphere
in the country. Advisers to the care-
taker government offered a 'pack-
age proposal' to the political parties
aiming to hold a fair election, but
lajuddin himself did not agree to
implement the 'package proposal'
even though major political parties
agreed with the proposal.”

Badruddoza also questioned,
"The last date of submitting nomina-
tion is December 21 but caretaker
government is yet to implement the
'‘package proposal'. Without imple-
menting the 'package proposal’,
how could the election date be
announced?"

It is impossible for political par-
ties to select the candidates for the
constitutional seats within this short
period, he claimed.

He also accused President
lajuddin of violating the constitution
by grabbing the chief advisers
position of the CG and blamed him
for deploying army disregarding
strong objections from the council of
advisers that apparently forced the
four 'honest' advisers to resign who

were trying to create a congenial
atmosphere for a fair election.

"The last date of submitting
nomination is December 21 but
caretaker government is yet to
implement the package proposal. It
is impossible for political parties to
arrange themselves for election,”
said Badruddoza.

He called upon the president to
stop the election-engineering plot
and implement the package pro-
posalimmediately.

Badruddoza said this while
addressing a meeting where around
three hundred local BNP leaders
and activists from Munshiganj
joined LDP.

Among others LDP leaders Dr
Nurul Amin Bepari, Fakhrul Islam
Chowdhury and Nezaul Haqg Niru
spoke.

HC rejects
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The ACC, after screening, absorbed
a number of staff from the now-
defunct Bac and asked the govern-
ment to withdraw the rest.

Former Bac officers Ahsan Ali
and AKM Zayed Hossain Khan filed
two separate writ petitions challeng-
ing ACC's withdrawal decision.

A HC bench yesterday rejected
both petitions after hearing.

Khaleda
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Tamijuddin formally joined BNP at
the programme.

Accusing the AL-led 14-party for
creating the ongoing political crisis,
Khaleda Zia said, "The country is in
crisis and Awami League and its 14-
party allies caused the crisis by
creating chaos. Now they want to
create a constitutional crisis," said
the BNP chief.

"They are creating anarchy by
raising new demands one after
another and now they (14-party)
demand for shifting the election
date, butitis not possible at all," she
said blaming the 14-party for con-
spiring to foil the election. "They
want to boycott the election as they
found out from surveys that they
could not win. That's why they are
conspiring to foil the election by
raising new demands one after
another."

Urging her party men to work
together in the upcoming election,
Khaleda said, "The caretaker gov-
ernment accepted all their (14-
party) demands, but they keep
coming up with new demands only
todisruptthe election."

BNP chairperson claimed that
people are afraid of chaos and anar-
chy by Awami League and they don't
want to see AL in power. So, AL will
not be able to form the government
even ifthey join the election.

She however said she wants
participation of all parties in the
election process and hoped to win
the election even if all political
parties participate.

Describing the development
work during her tenure the former
prime minister said BNP govern-
ment ruled the country successfully
and huge development projects
have been implemented in the last
five years.

She hoped that the people will
again vote them into power and the
country will go forward with continu-
ing development work. "All develop-
ment work cannot be completed
within five years. So, the continuity
of the government is necessary. The
people also want this and they
understand this."

Appointment
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of four advisers," he told reporters
during the interview of party nomi-
nation seekers held at his Banani
office. The nation would not accept
the appointments of the new advis-
ers, he also observed.

The JP chairman reiterated his
party's stance of boycotting the
upcoming polls if participation of all
parties is not confirmed. He, how-
ever, said that they are taking
preparations to take part in the
election.

In reply to a question, Ershad
said that the discussion with 14-
party combine is going on, adding
that he would take a decision about
joining any alliance soon.

He also demanded that the
correction in the updated voter roll
be completed in a proper way
adding that the election date should
be deferred for at least 30 days in
order to carry out reforms in the
Election Commission (EC) for an
acceptable poll.

Meanwhile, the party parliamen-
tary board led by its chairman
yesterday interviewed about 500
aspirants from 109 parliamentary
seats from Khulna and Rajshahi
division.

Parliamentary board members
and also the party presidium mem-
bers Roushan Ershad, Kazi Zafar
Ahmed, Anisul Islam Mahmud, MA
Sattar, Kazi Firoj Rashid and party
secretary general Ruhul Amin
Hawlader were present among
others.

According to party sources,
Ershad have decided to contest the
election from five constituencies of
Rangpur, Sylhet, Habiganj and
Lalmonirhat districts. The JP chair-
man will disclose the names of his
party candidates after finalising the
electoral understanding with Awami
League led 14-party combine, they
added.

Ershad’s case
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HC bench comprising Justice
Sarifuddin Chaklader and Justice
Sheikh Abdul Awal.

The bench fixed today for the
hearing of the appeal petition
against the conviction of Ershad in
a corruption case.

Advocate Yusuf Hossain
Humayun, the name listed in the
cause list as Ershad's counsel,
yesterday said he would no longer
continue with the case.

Dhaka Divisional Special Judge
on February 1992 convicted
Ershad on corruption charges and
sentenced a three-year imprison-
ment after law enforcers found
around Tk 1.99 crore, 11 sets of
jewellery and other valuables from
his residence.

Former dictator Ershad filed an
appeal the same month, but its
hearing did not take place until
yesterday.

The government, however, filed
another appeal against the convic-
tion to extend the period of the
sentence.

Meanwhile, Ershad's counsel
Azmalul Hosain, in another graft
case regarding Japanese boat
purchase yesterday placed a two-
month time prayer for preparations.

A single-member bench of
Justice Faisal Mahmud Faizee
fixed today for the hearing on the
prayer.

The lower court convicted
Ershad in the case in 1995 and
handed down a three-year jail term
for corruption in purchasing
Japanese boats while he was the
president of the country.

AL prepares for polls

FROM PAGE 1

The AL has already demanded the
election schedule be deferred by at
least 46 days, the time the caretaker
government has wasted without
taking any step to create a level
playing field for all parties.

The AL demands also include
preparation and publication of a
correct voter roll by the Election
Commission, resignation of the
chief adviser and reconstitution of
the caretaker government.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil
yesterday told a meeting with the
leaders of Tarigat Federation, a
component of the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) led Jatiya
Oikya Front, that a fair and free
election is not possible under
lajuddin Ahmed.

Describing the way the voter list is
being corrected as "farcical", Jalil said
election will not be possible even
underthe "corrected" voterroll.

AL President Sheikh Hasina
yesterday sat with her party's joint
and organising secretaries at Sudha
Sadan and instructed them to make
all-out preparations for the election
alongside the ongoing movements
for a free and fair poll.

With a view to participating in the
election, the AlL-led 14-party alli-
ance has also planned to form a
greater coalition with a few other
parties soon and make combined
preparations, sources said.

The AL chief had earlier directed
party leaders and workers to observe
the procedure of correcting the voter

list so that names of all party activists
and supporters are included and
excess or fake names cannot be
registeredinthe voterroll.

Hasina yesterday asked the six
organising secretaries authorised
for monitoring party activities in six
divisions to start talking to aspiring
candidates and district leaders and
then finalise nominations for the
next polls.

The meeting decided to inform
the leaders who will not get party
ticket of the party decision and
request them to work for the party.

"We are making preparations
with the hope to participate in the
next poll if a level playing field for a
free and fair election is finally cre-
ated in the country," AL Joint
General Secretary Obaidul Quader
told The Daily Star yesterday.

He said the party chief has
finalised a total of 190 nominations
and a parliamentary board to give
party ticket is likely to be formed
tomorrow. Around 80 seats will be
giventothe AL allies, he added.

Sources said the AL is ready to
give 42 seats to Jatiya Party
(Ershad), 20-25 seats to the LDP,
around 15 to the AL allies in the 14-
party coalition, and 18 to others
including Islami Oikya Jote and
Zaker Party.

The AL joint and organising
secretaries have been tasked with
finalising seats with the allies within
a shortest possible time.

New advisers hopeful
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party. But, they expressed their full
commitment to holding a credible
election within the stipulated 90
days of the caretaker government
with the participation of all major
parties.

Shafiqual also said 14-party will
not be able to boycott the election if
the 'package proposal'is fully imple-
mented to recast the Election
Commission (EC), including the
proposal of sending the two 'contro-
versial' election commissioners on
leave.

"We will take all necessary steps
to implement the proposals,”
assured Shafiqual.

"The resignations of four advis-
ers have made it easier to imple-
ment the proposals," he said adding
that the government has been put
under pressure by Monday's resig-
nations, which he feels, were
prompted by the failure to imple-
ment the package proposal.

"But, they (the four resigned
advisers) could have resigned one
by one instead of resigning
together," lamented Shafiqual.

Regarding the proposal of send-
ing Election Commissioners
Modabbir Hossain Chowdhury and
SM Zakaria on leave, he said, "The
election cannot possibly be stopped
because of just two people. If the
need arises, they will be sent on
leave."

Meanwhile, newly appointed
Power and Energy Adviser Major
General (retd) Ruhul Alam
Chowdhury said he has already
proved himself as capable of work-
ing under pressure. "l have faced
much more severe crises in the
past, particularly in 1996 during an
abortive military coup," he said.

He was also hopeful of a quick
solution to the electoral deadlock.
"There is only a little difference
between the two political alliances
and bridging the gap is not impossi-
ble if we all devote our efforts collec-
tively," he said

Shoeb Ahmed, the new finance
adviser, said, "We will make an all-
out effort to bring all major parties to
the election, we will create a situa-
tion where everyone will participate
in the election.”

Regarding 14-party coalition's
rejection of the four new adviser
appointees, Shoeb said, "They (14-
party coalition) might have said thatin
light of past and recent experiences,
but our efforts will focus on holding a
free and fair election.”

Meanwhile UNB reported that all
four newly appointed advisers
visited the National Mausoleum in
Savar at 4:00pm yesterday to pay
their respect to the liberation war
martyrs. The four advisers lay
wreaths and observed a minute's
silence as a mark of respect for the
war heroes.

Nation recalls today
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them to cripple the nation intellectu-
ally.

Academics, doctors, engineers,
journalists and other eminent per-
sonalities were picked up from their
residences in the city and were
massacred at Rayerbazar, Mirpur
and other killing fields in the city.

The martyred intellectuals
include Prof Muneir Chowdhury, Dr
Alim Chowdhury, Prof
Muniruzzaman, Dr Fazle Rabbi,
Sirajuddin Hossain, Shahidullah
Kaiser, Prof GC Dev, JC Guha
Thakurta, Prof Santosh
Bhattacharya, Mofazzal Haider
Chowdhury, journalists Khandaker
Abu Taleb, Nizamuddin Ahmed, SA
Mannan (Ladu Bhai), ANM Golam
Mustafa, Syed Nazmul Hag and
Selina Parvin.

The day returns with families of
the martyred intellectuals still wait-
ing to see punishment dealt out to
the perpetrators of the wholesale
killing of the best Bengali minds.

Families of many martyred
intellectuals seeking justice lodged
cases as early as 1972. Until March
1973, a total of 42 cases were filed
against the Razakar, Al-Badr and Al-
Shams but over the years files on
the cases only gathered dust.

On September 24, 1997, Farida
Banu, sister of slain intellectual
Giasuddin, filed a case and subse-
quently some police investigations
were carried out. But as the old files
and police records were untrace-
able, little progress was made.

To mark Martyred Intellectuals
Day the country's political, cultural
and civil-society organisations will
hold events.

The Ministry of Liberation War
Affairs has designed an elaborate
programme to observe the day, and
in line with this President and Chief
Adviser lajuddin Ahmed will place a
floral wreath at Mirpur Martyred
Intellectuals' Mausoleum.

Following the President, Advisor
to Liberation War Affairs Dhiraj
Kumar Nath will place afloral wreath
at the mausoleum. Later, he will
place a wreath at Rayerbazar
Mausoleum.

President and Chief Adviser
lajuddin Ahmed, leaders of different
political parties and social organisa-
tions issued messages on the
Martyred Intellectuals Day, paying
tribute to the members of the
Bengaliintelligentsia.

To commemorate the tragedy,
different socio-cultural and political

organisations have planned elabo-
rate programmes, including discus-
sion and wreath-laying at the monu-
ments at Mirpur and Rayerbazar.

The Awami League (AL) will
place wreaths at the Martyred
Intellectuals Memorial in Mirpur, the
Rayerbazar monument and the
portrait of Bangabandhu at
Dhanmondi. The party will hold
discussion in front of the
Bangabandhu Memorial Museum
with its President, Sheikh Hasina, in
the chair.

BNP will place wreath at the
Mirpur memorial at 10:00am and
hold a discussion at the Jatiya Press
Club at 3:00pm.

Dhaka University, which lost
many of its illustrious teachers on
the day, has chalked out various
programmes to observe Martyred
Intellectuals' Day. On the occasion,
black flags will be hoisted at the
main buildings of Dhaka University
including all its dormitories and the
Vice Chancellor's residence.

University teachers, students,
officials and employees will bring
out a procession from Aparajeo
Bangla at 7:00am and will place
wreaths at the graveyard, adjacent
to university central mosque, and
mausoleums at Jagannath Hall and
other residential areas and Mirpur
Intellectuals' graveyard. A discus-
sion will also be held at TSC with
Vice Chancellor SMA Faiz in the
chair.

Bangla Academy will hold a
lecture of poet Asad Chowdhury at
the academy seminar today at
11:00am. The Liberation War
Museum will hold a programme
titled 'Voices of Martyrs' families' at
the museum premises at 5:00pm
today.

Communist Party of
Bangladesh, Jatiya Party (Manju),
Jukto Front, Jatiya Samijtantrik Dal
(JSD), Bangladesh Socialist Party
(BSD), National Awami Party
(NAP), Dhaka Union of Journalists,
Dhaka reporters' Unity, Bangladesh
Mahila Parishad, Bangladesh
Chhatra Union and Bangabandhu
Lalitokola Academy, Garment
Workers Unity Council also have
programmes to mark the day.

14-party to lay
siege to election
offices at dists,
upazilas today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League-led 14-party
combine will lay siege to all the
district and upazila election offices
today to press home its demands
for extension of time for correcting
voter list and a new election
schedule.

Coordinator of the alliance
Abdul Jalil, also the general secre-
tary of AL, yesterday asked all
leaders and activists of the com-
bine to make the programme a
success.

He said the ongoing process of
correcting the voter roll is not
sufficient to make a flawless list.

The 14-party alliance
announced the siege programme
on Monday.

HC grants
bail to Galib

UNB, Dhaka

The High Court (HC) yesterday
granted bail for six months to
Asadullah Al Galib, leader of Ahle
Hadith Movement, in a bomb blast
case of Bogra.

After hearing both sides, a divi-
sion bench comprising Justice
Sheikh Rezowan Ali and Justice M
Abu Tariq passed the order as the
prosecution failed to make out the
case.

Galib, also head of the Arabic
Department of Rajshahi University,
was accused of bomb blasts at a
mela (fair) at Laxmikola Shah
Rawshan Jalal High School ground
about two years ago that left one
person dead.

The 61-year-old leader of the
Islamist outfit was accused in eight
cases following a series of bomb
blasts at NGO offices and cultural
functions. He was arrested on
February 26, 2005 from his
Rajshahiresidence.

Of the eight cases, the lower
court had acquitted him of charges
in five, as police investigation did not
find his involvement in the blasts.
Now he is facing trial in two cases
and the other is under investigation.

RMG workers
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busy streets causing untold suffer-
ings to the commuters.

The agitating workers also
ransacked Samsung Garments in
the area and injured at least five of
the factory.

The workers of the Palmal
Garments situated at the Post Office
Road, staged the blockade from
8:30am to 12:30pm to protest the
sudden closure of the factory.

Police and workers sources said
that the workers of the factory have
been agitating for the last one month
over dismissing of a worker Titu.
They intensified their movement
further when Titu was arrested in a
‘criminal incident' recently, suspect-
ing the role of the factory authorities
behind it. The authorities finally
came to an understanding with the
workers in this regard.

But suddenly on Tuesday, the
authorities fired 26 workers who led
the agitation, workers alleged. "And
surprisingly, they also close down
the factory that prompted the work-
ers to take to the streets," a worker
said.

Workers from at least 15 gar-
ment factories of Post Office Road,
Shibu Market, Kutubail, Katherpool
area of Fatulla joined the blockade.

The workers' leaders also held a
rally at Shibu Market area where
they demanded that the Palmal
Garment authorities reinstate the
dismissed workers immediately.

Assistant Police Superintendent
Noor Ahmed of Fatulla said that a
meeting was held between the
workers and the garment authorities
that decided to investigate into the
allegations against the 26 dis-
missed workers.

Yunus
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The revenue from the CD will go
towards building eye clinics in
Bangladesh for cataracts.

Sunde told Dagbladet she
became interested in Yunus and his
work to give microcredits to the
poor several years ago, after she
studied the project and visited
Bangladesh.

"l understood that there weren't
so many who knew about it, and |
decided | wanted to help to create
more attention," Sunde told
Dagbladet.

"When | learned that he had won
the Peace Prize | was shocked. But
I can't think of anyone who
deserves it better."

Reitan, one of the major retail
groups in Norway, will distribute the
CD.

"If all the CDs we have printed
are sold, there will be enough
money to build three hospitals,"
Sunde said.

Yunus himself admitted that he
doesn'tusually listen to pop music.

"l don't listen to Western music,
only folk music from Bangladesh.
But my children are fond of Western
music," he said during his stay in
Oslo.

33 killed in Iraq
violence

AFP, Baghdad

A series of vehicle bombs and
shootings killed at least 33 people
and wounded scores more across
Iraq yesterday, stoking sectarian
anger in the run-up to a national
unity conference.A car bomb
exploded in a busy market near the
Al-Kamaliyah mosque in a mainly
Shiite district of east Baghdad,
killing at least 10 civilians and
wounding another 26, a security
official said.

Bodies of the victims lay scat-
tered around the street amid pools
of blood and the burning wreckage
of at least two cars and a row of
market stalls set up by a nearby bus
station.

Two more car bombs were set
off later near the nearby Sunni Al-
Samuri mosque in Baghdad
Jadida, a mainly Shiite neighbour-
hood, kiling five day labourers
waiting for work and wounding 10.

The Samuri mosque is not far
from the Kamaliyah mosque where
the earlier car bomb was deto-
nated.

The bombings mirrored an
attack Tuesday, when two suicide
bombers blew their cars up amid
another crowd of casual workers,
mostly Shias, killing 70 and wound-
ing more than 200 in Baghdad's
Tayaran Square.

In another attack, two truck
bombs smashed into a base of
Irag's oil infrastructure protection
force, killing 10 soldiers and wound-
ing six, an officer on the scene said,
adding that three civilians were also
injured.

One after another, the trucks
ploughed into the military base near
the town of Riyadh, 50 kilometres
(30 miles) from the oil centre of
Kirkuk and along the pipelines
carrying crude to the massive Baiji
refinery.

The Strategic Infrastructure
Brigade, an army unit formed out of
local tribesmen, is tasked with
protecting the northern oil fields and
the hundreds of miles of pipeline
snaking across the plains of north-
ernlragq.

Irag's national security adviser,
Muwaffaq al-Rubaie, said the
answer to the violence was to
withdraw US troops from the capital
to enable them to chase Sunni
insurgents while Iraqi forces put
down sectarian bloodshed.

"It is very important that the
coalition forces should not be seen
siding with any factions. This is
basically a war between the two
extremists, the Sunni extremists

and the Shiite," he said, in an inter-
view with CNN.

"The multinational forces should
not be in the middle. This is a job for
the Iraqi security forces," he said,
adding that Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki had agreed this change of
tactics with US President George
W. Bush.

The surge in bloodshed came
three days ahead of a national
reconciliation conference called by
Maliki in what might be his last
chance to curb the violence.

Saturday's talks will aim to bring
the leaders of Irag's warring sects
and political factions under one roof
to allow them to solve their differ-
ences without recourse to the rival
militias backing almost every party.

The conference will be boy-
cotted by a Sunni religious body,
the Muslim Scholars' Association,
which is accused of links with some
of the insurgent groups fighting the
US-backed government.

Kurdish lawmaker Mahmud
Othman, a member of Maliki's
national reconciliation committee,
said there would be no point in
inviting the association.

"The association's continual
rejection of the political process and
its announcement that it will not
take part in this process make it
unnecessary to extend an invita-
tion," he said.

Maliki, who is under tremendous
pressure from within his own ruling
Shiite coalition, has failed to bring
security to Irag and especially
Baghdad, and the sectarian war
now threatens to turn into a regional
conflict.

The New York Times reported
Wednesday that King Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia had warned Vice
President Dick Cheney two weeks
ago during Cheney's visit to
Riyadh, the daily reported, citing
Arab diplomats.

On Tuesday, the White House
said Bush will unveil a new Iraq
strategy in early 2007 that will aim
to tackle the sectarian bloodletting
and facilitate an eventual troop
withdrawal.

US public support for the war
has collapsed, with one poll show-
ing that only 15 percent of
Americans think Bush can win.

The president is consulting with
US diplomats and military officials
as well as senior Iraqgi leaders in
order to draw up a new strategy.

Elsewhere in Iraq, eight people
were killed in rebel attacks, includ-
ing five in the restive city of Baquba,
northeast of Baghdad.

Election Day
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demands.

Both the BNP and AL urged the
EC to extend the time for the ongoing
task of correcting the updated voter
list.

The AL delegation suggested 15
days more for the task while the BNP
team did not mention any specific
time for this.

"A free and acceptable election is
not possible within January 23 as the
congenial environment necessary for
the polls has not yet been created,"
AL advisory council member
Mokammel Haq told journalists.

"The constitution is not the Quran
that it cannot be changed," he said
after heading an AL delegation at the
hour-long meeting with the EC secre-
tary. "The caretaker government can
request the EC for shifting the poll
date and the EC can apply to the
Supreme Court to seek the defer-
ment," he added.

When he was reminded of the
constitutional obligation to hold the
election within 90 days, Mokammel
said, "The Supreme Court can pro-
vide the caretaker government with
the additional time for holding the
polls if the Election Commission
appealsforit."

Asked who is responsible for
wasting the time, he said, "No politi-
cal parties are responsible for wast-
ing the 46 days. Everyone knows
whois responsible for this."

Hinting at President and Chief
Adviser lajuddin Ahmed, Mokammel
said, "We have lost around 46 days
because of the dilly-dallying of one
person...It is the same person whose
unilateral activities caused four
advisers to resign from the caretaker
government."

Mokammel said the EC secretary
assured them of placing their

demand before the EC.
Mokammel, however, said a
consensus between all political

parties is necessary for delaying the
holding of the election.

At their meeting with the EC
secretary, a four-member BNP
delegation led by Mofazzal Karim,
adviser to the BNP chairperson,
stressed the need for shifting the poll
date by one or two days forward.

On EC reconstitution, Mofazzal
told reporters, "We do not think any of
the EC commissioners needs to go
on leave. Their experience should be
utilised.”

EC SECRETARY BRIEFING

EC Secretary Abdur Rashid Sarkar
said, "The EC has no scope to violate
the constitution and hold the election
after January 25 [the date on which
the 90-day tenure of the caretaker
government expires).

"What would happen if any citizen

fles a case against the delay?"
Sarkar said while talking to reporters
after the meeting with the BNP dele-
gation.

The EC secretary said he believes
an environment for holding election is
prevailing in the country at present.

On shifting the poll date because
of Saraswati Puja, he said, "We need
to discuss this with the political par-
ties. If we get the green signal from
the two major political parties, we will
decideonit."

On extending the time for correct-
ing the voter list, Sarkar said the EC
will discuss the matter.

Meanwhile, the EC signs amemo-
randum of understanding (MoU)
today with the European Union (EU)
on sending an EU election observer
team.

"The EC has already approved
the MoU," Sarkar told newsmen.

Hasina
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election will be held. | urge them to
prepare for the polls."

Hasina said people's vote was
stolen in the 2001 general elec-
tions, but this time around it will not
be possible as the "vote thieves"
are identified.  "If the people
remain united, their votes cannot
be stolen. We'll make arrangement
to ensure free and fair elections."

About resignation of the four
advisers, she said instead of
quitting the caretaker government,
the advisers could catch the vote
stealers. "It would have been wise
to protest against vote rigging
instead of resignation," she said.

Hasina, however, said the
advisers gave the message to the
people about the "conspiracy of
vote rigging" through their resigna-
tion.

She commented that President
lajuddin Ahmed was perhaps
waiting for this opportune moment
to recast the caretaker govern-
ment according to his own design.
"Now he is busy evolving machina-
tions to steal votes," she said.

"Khaleda has become so des-
perate to get back power. She and
her son are trying day and night to
bring Ershad into their alliance,
although once she had publicly
branded him as killer of her hus-
band Zia," Hasina said.

Chaired by Bangabandhu
Parishad President Justice KM
Sobhan, the discussion was also
addressed by Barrister Amir-Ul
Islam, Prof Arefin Siddique and
Bangladesh Observer Editor Igbal
Sobhan Chowdhury.
Bangabandhu Parishad Secretary
SA Malek presented a keynote
paper on "Bangalees' Victory in the
Great Liberation War and Today's
Bangladesh".
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