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In conversation with Debashish Ghosh

The spirit of Liberation War
In theatre

Victory Day
Celebrations

Organiser: Liberation War Museum
Venue: Liberation War Museum,
Shegun Bagicha

December 10

Lecture on 'Religion and human
rights', Music and play

Time: 5:00pm

December 11

Speech on 'Liberation War and the
years that followed'

by noted journalist Sir Mark Tully,
music and dance

Time: 5:00pm

December 12

Discussion on 'Journalism during
crises'

Time: 10:00am

Launching of 'Pandulipi 1971-
Shamsur Rahman' and music
Time: 5:00pm

December 13

Inauguration of the audio-visual
presentation

'Phirey Dekhun Ekattur, Ghurey
Darak Bangladesh'

Time: 4:30pm

December 14

Special programme on Martyred
Intellectual

Day, music by Chhayanat

Time: 5:00pm

December 15

Discussion on ‘Narratives of
Liberation War by students'
Time: 5:00pm

December 16

Celebration by school students and
dance

Time: 10:00am

Staging of the play 'Kotha 71' by
Dhaka Padatik

Time: 5:30pm

Exhibition

Celebrating 400th birth anniversary
of the Dutch Master Painter
Rembrandt

Organiser: The Embassy of
Kingdom of Netherlands & Society
for Promotion of Bangladesh Art
Venue: Art and Soul Gallery, Road
36, House 16, Gulshan-2

Date: December 6-12

Solo Exhibition

Artist: Hamiduzzaman Khan
Organiser: British Council
Venue: British Council 5 Fuller
Road, Dhaka

Date: December 3-21

Time: 10:00am to 7:00pm

Artist: Hasibur Rahman Kiron
Organiser: Alliance Francaise de
Dacca

Venue: La Galerie, 26 Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi Dhaka

Date: December7-13

Time: 9:00am to 12:00pm and
5:00pm-8:00pm

Except Saturday 5:00pm-8:00pm

ERSHAD KAmoOL

The legacy of the Liberation War is
one of the major features of the
plays directed by Debashish
Ghosh. Completing his graduation
and post graduation in theatre
through a scholarship awarded by
Rabindrabharati, India, Debashish
is active in urban theatre. Besides,
his works with his troupe Dhaka
Padatik, Debashish has directed
theatre performances for several
theatre troupes such as Mahakal
Natya Sampradaya and Centre for
Asian Theatre (CAT).

Katha Ekattur, a play on the
Liberation War produced by his
troupe Dhaka Padatik, has earned
plaudits. Katha Ekattur is not the
only theatre performance on Libera-
tion War; Debashish has directed
nine theatre performances on the
freedom struggle. His productions
such as Astitta, Punaruththan and
Ekhono Swapno feature the reha-
bilitation of the Pakistani collabora-
tors of 1971 as well as apathy of the
younger generation to the legacy of
the Liberation War.

Debashish claims that his direc-
torial approach is different from
most of the directors who deal with
the same issue. To quote him, “Say
for example, Kotha Ekattur realisti-
cally features the Liberation War --
from the vantage of "Operation
Search Light" (the master plan of
Pakistani Army to annihilate the
Bengalis on the eve of March 25) till
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Debashish Ghosh

A scene from Piyar Chand, directed by Debashish

the 'Victory of Bangladesh'. How-
ever, most of the current plays on
the Liberation War present a frag-
mented story of that time and show
the anguish and frustration of the
freedom fighters in the post-
Liberated Bangladesh. "I've por-
trayed the genocide carried out by
the Pakistani Army and their collab-
orators in the play,” says
Debashish.

In each show of Katha Ekattur,
Debashish invites a prominent
figure to deliver speeches against
the Pakistani collaborators in order
to give a realistic touch to his social
drama. He said, “The first scene of
the play features a dialogue
between a father (who is a freedom
fighter), and his son (who repre-
sents the younger generation). | do

it intentionally just to portray the
reality that some of the offspring of
the freedom fighters are alienated
from the spirit of the Liberation War
and have been influenced by the
western lifestyle. And the play ends
optimistically by awakening the
younger generation to the reality
and spirit of the War."

Debashish prefers more street
theatre performances than urban
theatre for a limited audience. So far
he has directed many street theatre
performances like Piyar Chand,
Amio Juddhe Jabo, Pratiddhuni
Shuni and others produced by
different organisations as well as for
Proshika. He said, “The Pakistani
collaborators of '71 have been
spreading their 'messages' to the
younger generation, thereby the

nation is divided. But, we have
failed to present analytical works on
Liberation to the masses. As aresult
the younger generation is not well
informed about the Liberation War.
To reach the target audience the
theatre performances must be
balanced and at the same time have
clear objectives. That's why plays
should not create any enigma or
oversimplification of the crisis.
Otherwise plays cannot touch the
masses.”

Debashish has directed three
folk based theatre performances.
Currently he is directing a play
titted Anya Gazir Anya Kissa which
will be premiered on December 26
at Mahila Samity Stage. Alok
Basu's play is produced by
Natyajan.

Theatre festival
rescheduled

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Today's scheduled inauguration of the
theatre festival arranged by Bangla-
desh Group Theatre Federation
(BGTF) has been postponed --for the
second time. The organisation had
announced a 23-day theatre festival,
slated to begin on December 3. Later it
was shifted to December 10, simulta-
neously at two venues of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy to observe the
Independence Day.

General Secretary of BGTF Jhuna
Chawdhury said, “Besides theatre
troupes from Dhaka, about 20 troupes
from outside the city are included in the
festival--a difficult proposition in the
present circumstances. That's why the
dates of the festival has been shifted.”

BGTF in its executive committee
meeting held on December 7, has
decided to arrange the festival in
February 2007.

Atif Aslam (C), the popular Pakistani singer performed at concerts in Dhaka
recently. He took the stage at different venues such as Radisson Hotel,

Dhaka Club, International Club and the PM lounge.

Mary J Blige leads
Grammy

nominations list

Mary J Blige, the resilient R&B star
whose comeback album showcased
her raw emotions and confessional
style, scored a leading eight Grammy
nominations last Thursday as the
National Academy of Recording Arts
and Sciences announced the con-
tenders forits annual awards.

Be Without You, a single from
Blige's album The Breakthrough, drew
nominations in two big categories,
record of the year and song of the year.
She also received a nomination for her
recording, with the rock band U2, of
the band's song One, which they
performed on the last Grammy tele-
castin February.

The 49th annual Grammy awards
will be handed out on February 11,
which will be broadcast from the
Staples CentreinLosAngeles.

Crossover country trio Dixie Chicks
received five nominations, including
album, record and song of the year.

Source: Internet
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TV Watch

Nobel Peace Prize ceremony
to be aired live

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Profes-
sor Muhammad Yunus and
Grameen Bank board member and
borrower Taslima Begum are in the
Norwegian capital Oslo to jointly
receive the Nobel Peace Prize.

Bangladesh Television (BTV)
and Channel i will telecast the event
live from Oslo City Hall between
6:00pm and 7:25pm (Bangladesh
time)today.

For the first time, the King and
Queen of Norway will attend the
banquet.

Nrityanchal, a leading dance
troupe of Bangladesh, will perform
along with Yusuf Islam (formerly
known as Cat Stevens), Lionel
Ritchie, Simply Red and Monica
Yunus, at the Nobel Peace Prize
concert tomorrow. The concert will
be conducted by filmstars Sharon
Stone and Angelica Huston.

Dr Yunus

Impressive paintings by "Berger”
contestants

FAYzA HAQ

The recent 11th "Berger" young painters' exhibit at
Zainul Gallery was a definite feast for the eyes. Young,
competitive and often experimental, the artists have
worked in different mediums and themes to add har-
mony and tranquillity to the present metropolitan
existence. Bold and buoyant, varying from realism to
impressionism and abstraction, the hard-working and
motivated put their colours and lines with dash and
dare. Optimistic and driven, the young artists proved
that despite their limited experience, they could pres-
ent good works, given the circumstances and time.

The jury of the competition comprised Hashem
Khan, Rafiqgun Nabi, Abdus Shakoor Shah, SK Afzal,
Md. Unus, Nazlee L Mansoor and KMA Quiyum.

Sanjib Barua, the 1st prize winner, presented a
potted plant, on a base of a chopped tree, along with
other cut tree trunks in the backdrop. Two fragile butter-
flies in royal-blue and black, perching on the base of
the flower tub, done in pinks, blues, and other earthy
colours completes the picture. Trees, said Barua are
like humans, around them -- being increasingly made

rootless.

About his entrée, the 2™ prize winner, Adhikary
commented, "The still life painting is a study only." The
reality was reflected though everyday life, like the
placing of empty whiskey bottles along with two

Balcony-14 (1st prize winner) by Sanjib Barua

glasses, placed on a chutney-green table cloth. Behind
was a sketch of a jar. The delightful play of colours, and
the projection of routine life-- measured out with drafts
of drinks were afeatin realism for one so young.

Hopes and dream were included in Siddiqua's (the
3“ prize winner) translucent abstraction that presented
a mind-boggling motif of life past, present and future. It
also included hopes, dreams whether fruitful or other-
wise. This symbolic expressionistic work, depicted the
mad stampede for existence. The empty space repre-
sented time while the other fractured forms in ultrama-
rine, gold indigo and the streams, dot and touch of ruby
read represented man's constant fate for struggle -- in
endeavours pastand present.

Chowdhury, the 4th winner, gave a straightforward
presentation of his " feelings, frustrations and silent
helplessness". It bought in the crucial conflict "between
his persona and desires." In his Aattodarshon, a man's
limbs, is seen resting willy-nilly on a mosaic floor, of
emerald green black, white, and silver. The subject's
red lungihad folds of umber and burnt-sienna.

The 5" winner, Rana's work, Vertical civilisation
presented three basic forms taken from a village land-
scape. The green of the composition presented the
contrast between nature and civilisation, presented in
the slowly eroding white.

This year's "Berger" entrées excelled the earlier
ones, without an iota of doubt.

Aattodarshon (4th prize winner) by Md Arifuzzaman Chowdhury

All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsible
forany change in the programme.
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm. (To be telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
CHANNEL 1

News (Bangla) at 8:00am.
12:00pm. 2:30pm. 6:30pm.
7:30pm. 10:00pm. 12:30am
BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00am. 2:00pm.
6:00pm. 7:15pm. 10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
9:00pm

News Headlines (English) at9:05pm
RTV

News (Bangla) at 7:00am. 3:00pm.
7:15pm. 10:00pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
10:30am

BTV
08:30  Open University | 1230
11:15  Asian Games YR
Highlights
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06:00  Nobel Peace Prize | 10:30
Ceremony (Live) 11:05
07:30 International
Human Rights Day 11:35
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09:05 Drama Serial: 01:30
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Gaon 02:30
09:30  Bijoyer Gaan
CHANNEL-i 05:10
08:05 Tagore Song
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