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These are included in the manifesto of all the parties but in reality these are
not done. Some leaders say that they never promised to do it during the
tenure of this government. They tell the people to bring them to power once
again so that they can fulfill the promises. Here comes the question of
accountability. We want them to tell us how much of the promises given last
time have been fulfilled by them.

If voters get information about the candidates then it would become
possible for them to assess their honesty and competence. Political parties
should not nominate people with black money or having connection with
terrorism. Our purpose is not to criticise the politicians. We have seen many
politicians who have become paupers doing politics. Then again we have
seen paupers become filthy rich by dong politics. It is true that honest and
competent candidates do not get elected all the time. This is our misfortune.
Common people cannot identify them. Through the coming election we want
to see a functional parliament, a parliament that will speak for the people and
progress towards the path of development.

Everything that is happening today from educational institutes to social life is
the result of erosion of values. We have taken the initiative to remove that. We
want the discrimination in the education system against men and women to
end. Research is essential component of higher education.

Adv. Nurul Kabir Ahmed
It is mentioned in them leaflet about independence of the judiciary,
dependence of bureaucracy, interference of foreign powers and so on.
There is mention of this in the constitution of 1972. We cannot get out of this
cycle unless we can be self-reliant and stop asking for money. | am also for
two-chamber parliament.

ATM kamal

When | see that the words and deeds of a erson do not correspond, | feel
very frustrated. There is a nomination board in every political party to select
candidates. Let Nagorik Committee form a shadow selection board in every
district and search honest and competent candidates.

Shafiuddin Ahmed

Among the eight objectives outlined by Nagorik Committee there is mention
of Bangladesh politics and development. But we cannot leave out the hard
working workers from this. We cannot think of a ideal society without their
participation. The garments workers have signed a tripartite agreement but it
is not being implemented. My request to Nagorik Committee, please speak
about this issue. There is no proper democracy in the two major political
parties. Help begin the process there. That will ensure selection of competent
candidates.

Delowar Hossain Chunnu

The country is passing through a crisis period. People want a meaningful
change. This country has to be freed from sick politics. We have to reject
owners of black money and godfathers.

Adv. Montu Ghosh

For minor things ambassadors of America or some other country try to dictate
us. Opposition political parties ask for help to them. If we do not stand up
against capitalism, we shall not be able to keep our independence and
ensure development. It is not good to blame the politicians only. There are
politicians who have contributed in the development of the country. CPD and
the civil society members will have to turn their faces to them. The high and
mighty had to bow down for Kansat, Shanir akhra and garments workers. The
literate people do no consider those people as political force. Unless they are
organized all attempts to do politics willgo in vain.

Anwar Hossain

Human rights is being violated everywhere in Bangladesh. It has to be
seen whether after the brutal treatment of the leaders and workers of the
opposition there is any environment for dialogue. The degeneration of
politics does not happen in a day. Since the assassination of Bangabandhu
in 1975, real politicians are being pushed to the corner. Politics has gone to
the bureaucrats, army and vested quarters. Before liberation student
leaders were all meritorious students. Now it has gone to mastans and
cadres. People do not want to see terrorists and godfathers given
nomination this time.

Adv. Taimur Alam Khandaker
Thisis a very timely programme. Everyone is hoping that the next election will
be a free and fair one and good candidates will get elected. But our past
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Use of black money in election must be prevented

experience says that Bangladesh is considered a big cake by many. We
prepare this cake for 300 people and they take a slice each. Voters try to find
out who has more money. Voters themselves do not look for honest
candidates. One who is not involved in politics throughout the year suddenly
want to contest in elections. We the political workers run after such people.
Why don't the people take the decision that they would not vote for any
corrupt person? If parties can perceive this mindset of the people then they
will not nominate corrupt candidates. Even in the election of lawyers
association we see money playing a role. Therefore, why should poor people
living in slums cast their votes for free? It is the concept that needs to be
changed and not only the system.

Dr. Selina Hayat lvy

If there is a strong civil society then only a government can be strong. Many
people are criticizing hartal. | have myself worked in many hartals. For
some issues hartal is acceptable. If the civil society becomes vocal and
politicians have good relationship among them there would be no
necessity of hartal.

If we want honest and competent candidates then everyone in society
have to be honest. The liberation war movements were done by the
politicians. They were patriots. We have to bring back that spirit. Democracy
was killed when Bangabandhu was killed in 1975. Why do civil society
members keep mum when Bangladesh flag is seen in the cars of the
Rajakars? We have become self-centered. The entire nation has become
corrupt. | have carried out my responsibilities with honesty. But many people
in Naraynaganj do not like me. My own staff say we do not want this
chairman. My party people say tell me that | do not talk about my party after
getting elected. Once a person gets elected he/she becomes the
representative of all. One has to rise above the party and work for the nation.
Unless this mentality finds hold, there will not be any development. The time
has come when there will be explosions in avery corner of the country like
Kansat and phulbari. Let us drive the looters out of this country.

Afzal Hossain

People want to see a society and parliament free of black money and
terrorism. Politics has to be made free of these things. We hope political
leaders will talk about the recommendations in their party meetings and
they will be respectful to them. We know that unwanted people corrupt
politics. When politics become corrupt the whole country faces uncertainty.
But the real politicians love the country and play significant role in the
development of the country. We have to stand beside such politicians and
unite them to strengthen the healthy political process. The initiative taken
by CPD to speed up the process is praiseworthy. We are with this initiative.
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