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people behind the scenes did not go 
down well with life-long Liverpool 
fan Moores who favoured the more 
hands-off approach of the Dubai 
consortium.

Parry appeared to suggest that in 
that respect, DIC was a more attrac-
tive offer.

"Already they (DIC) have dem-
onstrated a full understanding of, 
and respect for, the club's heritage 
and values," added Parry.

"We also believe they share our 
passion for success. In particular, 
DIC believes in investing in the 
businesses it acquires. This is very 
important in terms of the proposed 
new stadium, which is key to plans 
for the regeneration of the local 
community.

"On the pitch, Liverpool remains 
focused on winning and, here again, 
this is all about doing a deal that 
gives us the long-term resources to 
do that."

The DIC is run by chief executive 
Al Ansari and owns the Madame 
Tu s s a u d ' s  G r o u p  a n d  t h e  
Travelodge hotel chain.

If the deal goes through 
Liverpool will join the growing list of 
top Engl ish c lubs such as 
Manchester United, Chelsea and 
Aston Villa passing into foreign 
ownership.
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third yellow card of the tournament 
against Hamburg two weeks ago, 
would not have played anyway as 
he is nursing a neck injury which has 
led to sciatic nerve problems which 
are likely to sideline him for at least a 
month.

Arsenal will also be without 
Tomas Rosicky after the Czech 
midfielder was injured in Saturday's 
3-0 win over arch-rivals Tottenham 
Hotspur, which boosted morale in 
the squad after two successive 
away defeats in the Premier 
League.

With Arsenal also playing 
Chelsea next Sunday, manager 
Arsene Wenger has described this 
as the most important week of their 
season and Brazilian midfielder 
Gilberto, who scored two penalties 
against Spurs, says the team are 
ready to respond.

"This week is decisive for our 
future in the Premier League and 
the Champions League. We did our 
job against Spurs, but need to 
continue with Wednesday's very 
difficult game against Porto. We 
must come back with a result."

Arsenal beat Porto 2-0 in London 
in September and would become 
the first English side to beat the 
2004 European champions away if 
they win.

Porto have won four and drawn 
four of their eight home matches 
against English clubs down the 
years and have also found form 
recently with wins in their last three 
Champions League matches.
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last 16 of the competition and with 
nine first-team players on the injury 
list they will be forced to field a 
largely reserve side.

The club said in a statement that 
all fans who hold season tickets for 
the Italian Serie A season would be 
able to buy tickets for the Lille match 
for a euro.

Fans who have purchased 
special Champions League mini-
season tickets would be able to buy 
an additional ticket for a friend at the 
token price.

Crowds are down significantly in 
Italy this season and Milan's Italian 
Cup tie against Brescia last month 
drew just 1,800 supporters to the 
vast venue.

While Carlo Ancelotti's Milan 
have little to play for on Wednesday, 
Lille are still fighting for a place in the 
knockout stage.

The French side will progress 
only if they win or draw in Milan, 
providing AEK Athens do not get a 
similar or better result against 
Anderlecht in Brussels.
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"Pramod Mittal is the new owner of 
CSKA."

Pramod Mittal, together with his 
brother Vinod Mittal, run the steel giant 
Global Steel Holdings (GSHL), who 
control 71 per cent of Bulgarian steel 
mill Kremikovtzi.

The pair are the younger brothers 
of Lakshmi Mittal, fifth in forbes.com's 
list of world's richest people, with a net 
worth of $23.5 billion.

The acquisition of the 30-times 
Bulgarian champions has increased 
speculation that a new coach will take 
the helm.

A club official, who wished to 
remain anonymous, told reporters that 
talks had been held with former 
England coaches Sven-Goran 
Eriksson and Bobby Robson.

CSKA coach Plamen Markov, who 
replaced Yesic in April, said he was 
uncertain of his future.

"I have no idea what will happen 
with me," he said. "It will be clear in the 
next few days."

CSKA are second in the standings 
with 37 points from 15 matches, two 
points behind bitter city rivals Levski. 
The Bulgarian championship will 
resume after the winter break.
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 last 16 of the Champions League 
but are struggling in Serie A where 
they are in 15th place.

Milan coach Carlo Ancelotti, 
whose team face Lille in their final 
Group H match on Wednesday, has 
nine members of his first-team 
squad out with injuries, including 
Brazilian keeper Dida and Italy 
midfielders Gennaro Gattuso and 
Massimo Ambrosini.

On Monday, Milan's chief execu-
tive Adriano Galliani said the club 
was considering signing a defender 
during the January transfer window. 
As well as Nesta, the experienced 
pair of Alessandro Costacurta and 
Giuseppe Favalli have both been 
ruled out for two months.

Liverpool 

Gunners walk

One Euro 

Mittal buys 

Shoulder 

CRICINFO, undated

At 10 past eleven on a hot and dry 
d a y  a t  S e d g a r s  P a r k  i n  
Potchefstroom, a Mercedes 
minivan pulls up a few feet away 
from the outdoor nets. As soon as its 
doors open, the TV crews make a 
beeline there from their vantage 
points. Sourav Ganguly gets out 
quietly, picks up his kitbag from the 
boot, and wheels in into the practice 
area.

Initially no one sees him, all of 
them occupied midway through a 
session. Then, as he sets his kitbag 
down and set about opening it, 
Munaf Patel turns around. He stares 
wide-eyed for a minute and then 
extends his hand. Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni, who had been chatting to 
Munaf just moments earlier, follows 
suit. 'You drove straight from the 
airport?" asks Dhoni. 

Ganguly just nods, and half 
smiles.

Ian Frazer, who had just been 
lobbing balls to Rahul Dravid in a net 
kept apart from the others, is next to 
see him. He too goes up and shakes 
his hand, sharing a few words. Greg 
Chappell is having a quiet word in 
Gautam Gambhir's ear when he 
spots Ganguly. Ganguly crosses the 
few metres that separate them and 
they shake hands. 

"Welcome back, mate," says 
Chappell. "Glad you made it."

Dravid has just finished a small 
session with Frazer and Greg King 
throwing them down when he wan-
ders across to meet the man he 
replaced as India's captain. They 
chat for a couple of minutes, both 
men gazing in the direction of the 
batsmen and bowlers engaged in 
the nets.

Soon after, Ganguly breaks 
away to see to his equipment. The 
SG thigh pad comes out, and he 
puts his bat, gloves, pads and 
helmet on the grass in readiness for 
what will be his first experience of 
South African pitches in nearly four 
years. As he pads up, Irfan Pathan 
spots him and waves. Ganguly 
waves back. After nearly a year 
away from the limelight, he's back. 
Only time will tell if he still belongs.

'Glad you made it'

AFP, Adelaide

Shocked skipper Andrew Flintoff 
blamed one calamitous hour for 
undermining England and handing 
Australia a stunning six-wicket, last-
day second Test victory to seize 
control of the Ashes series.

England were left numb by an 
astonishing turnaround as Australia 

bowled the tourists out for 129 and 
then peeled off the winning 168 runs 
in just 32.5 overs.

Flintoff's tourists now face the 
sobering reality that they must win 
two of the remaining three Tests to 
hold on to the Ashes they so euphor-
ically won at home last year.

Once again it was leg-spinner 
Shane Warne who put the skids 
under England with 4-49 off 32 
overs -- 4-29 off 27 overs 
unchanged Tuesday -- to spark the 
English slide, with the tourists losing 

their last nine wickets for 60.
Resuming the final day at 59 for 

one, England unravelled to 89 for 
five and the damage was done.

"For four days we played some 
fantastic cricket but I think it's obvi-
ous that today (on Tuesday) for an 
hour, that's when the game got away 
from us," Flintoff said.

"Shane Warne and Brett Lee 
bowled well and took wickets, and 
from that we got on the back foot.

"The lads are bitterly disap-
pointed because we gave it every-

Freddie blames mad hour

CRICINFO, undated

Chairman of the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) Nasim Ashraf has said 
that the decision of the appeals 
committee to overturn the drugs ban 
on Shoaib Akhtar and Mohammad 
Asif is an honest and open one and 
should be respected.

Ashraf told Cricinfo, "We respect 

the decision because the committee 
was set up and acted in an open, 
transparent manner. It has consid-
ered evidence from all parties, it has 
given players ample opportunity to 
present their case and come to a 
decision based on that."

The judgment has questioned 
the workings of the previous com-
mittee, finding flaws in the manner in 
which it operated. In particular, 
concern was raised over the fact 
that while it was constituted to work 
within the guidelines of the PCB's 

anti-doping policy, the punishment it 
decreed -- and the benchmarks it 
derived them from -- were based on 
the ICC's anti-doping regulations.

"It is worthwhile to note that the 
ADC (Anti-doping commission) 
which was a creature of the PCB 
Anti-Doping regulations, while 
repeatedly referring to the various 
PCB regulations under which the 
players were charged, proceeded 
against and even punished, without 
any ostensible rationale sought to 
rely on distinct benchmarks of 'No 

Ashraf happy at verdict

REUTERS, Adelaide

Shane Warne could not resist 
poking fun at England coach 
Duncan Fletcher after bowling 
Australia to a famous victory in the 
second Ashes Test on Tuesday.

Warne took 4-49 on the last day 
as England crumbled to all out for 
129 then lost by six wickets as 

Australia raced to their victory target 
with 19 balls to spare.

Warne bowled unchanged 
through two sessions in a marathon 
effort that turned the match around 
then took a swipe at Fletcher's pre-
game jibe that Warne was past his 
best and England's batsmen no 
longer feared him.

Warne failed to take a wicket in 
the first innings of the first Test and 
managed only one in the first 
innings in Brisbane but picked up 

four in the second innings of both 
matches to edge closer to 700 
career victims.

"I read the rubbish that Duncan 
Fletcher said that they were playing 
me well, but it's obviously a lot 
different in the first few days of a Test 
match when the wicket's pretty flat," 
Warne told a news conference on 
Tuesday.

"Guys like Kevin Pietersen and 
Paul Collingwood played exception-
ally well.

Warne's reply to Fletcher
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which could eliminate either side 
from the compeition. 

Both sides are level on 10 points at 
the top of group G, with CSKA Moskow 
two points behind in third. 

While Arsenal and Porto could play 
to a draw and both qualify, a victory for 
either - coupled with a CSKA victory 
over already eliminated SV Hamburg - 
could spell disaster for the losing side 
in the Portuguese city. 

In group E Lyon will host Steaua 
Bucharest without the injured Florent 
Malouda, who is suspended. 

With only bragging rights left in the 
group, Real Madrid will face Dynamo 
in Kiev knowing that whatever the 
score they will still finish second to 
Lyon.

Pressure on 

Inzy serves
out Oval ban
AFP, Karachi

Captain Inzamamul Haq returned to 
Pakistan's 15-man squad for the 
second of five one-day internation-
als against the West Indies after 
serving out a ban, selectors said 
Tuesday.

Inzamam was banned for four 
one-dayers for bringing the game 
into disrepute at The Oval in August, 
when he led Pakistan's forfeiture of 
the fourth Test against England in 
protest at a ball-tampering penalty.

The first match of the series was 
washed out in Rawalpindi on 
Tuesday, but it counted as the fourth 
game that Inzamam missed.

"We have been told that 
Inzamam has completed the ban so 
he is back to lead the team," chief 
selector Wasim Bari told AFP.

Bari said Shoaib Akhtar and 
Mohammad Asif would also be 
considered for the remaining 
matches after the new-ball pair won 
their appeals against bans for dop-
ing on Tuesday.
Akhtar was banned for two years 
and Asif for one last month after they 
tested positive for the banned ste-
roid nandrolone.

SQUAD
Inzamamul Haq (captain), Younis 
Khan, Mohammad Hafeez, Imran 
Farhat, Yasir Hameed, Shoaib 
Malik, Mohammad Yousuf, Kamran 
Akmal, Abdul Razzaq, Iftikhar 
Anjum, Umar Gul, Mohammad 
Sami, Navedul Hasan, Danish 
Kaneria, Abdul Rehman.

PAKISTAN V WINDIES

First ODI
rained off
AFP, Rawalpindi

The first of five one-day internationals 
between Pakistan and the West Indies 
was abandoned here on Tuesday due 
to heavy rain.

Umpires Daryl Harper and Aleem 
Dar called off the match after finding a 
waterlogged field here following three 
days of torrential downpours.

The West Indian captain Brian Lara 
said his team would now focus on 
Thursday's second match in 
Faisalabad on Thursday.

"The weather wasn't great but we 
have to move on. The focus is now on 
the second match as the series move 
on," Lara said.

Pakistan won the three-match Test 
series 2-0.

MacGill 
makes 
way for 
youngsters
CRICINFO, undated

Stuart MacGill has announced he 
will stop playing one-dayers for New 
South Wales to give fellow spinners 
Nathan Hauritz and Jason Krejza a 
chance to make it to Australia's side 
for next year's World Cup. He wrote 
a letter to the NSW board to confirm 
his decision.

MacGill, 35, has been taking the 
spinner's spot in both forms of the 
game for NSW, so in stepping aside 
he will give 25-year-old Hauritz, 
NSW's new recruit, the opportunity 
for match practice. Krejza, a useful 
23-year-old offspinner, will also 
have improved claims at pressing 
for matches.

"Currently in NSW we have two 
young spin-bowling allrounders that 
I firmly believe could make signifi-
cant contributions to Australia's 
defence of the World Cup," he 
wrote, "and deserve to be given the 
opportunity to press for selection.

"Nathan Hauritz has made an 
enormous impression on and off the 
field since moving from Queensland 
and has improved his game immea-
surably in a very short time. (...)They 
have both shown a great capacity to 
take wickets in one-day cricket so I 
am sure that sooner rather than later 
their performances for NSW will be 
rewarded by the national selectors."

With 124 victims, MacGill is the 
most successful bowler in domestic 
one-dayers in Australia, but he says 
he has realised his days at the top 
level in the short form of the game 
were over. In fact, he has only 
played three ODIs for Australia, all 
of them in 2000, because he was 
perceived as expensive, with an 
economy rate of 4.98 in all ODIs, 
compared to 3.39 in first-class.

He wouldn't rule out a comeback 
for the state side in limited-overs 
cricket should he need to provide 
cover if Hauritz and Krejza do get 
the international call-up.

CA threatens
News Ltd
CRICINFO, undated

Cricket Australia (CA) has threat-
ened to ban journalists from News 
Ltd from access to the third Test at 
Perth in a dispute over the online 
use of match highlights.

CA is upset at footage being 
used on the Fox Sports website, and 
it warned newspaper websites to 
stop linking to Fox Sports coverage 
or risk their journalists being barred 
from entry to the WACA, The news-
papers which would be affected 
include The Australian, Brisbane 
Courier-Mail, Melbourne Herald 
Sun, Sydney Daily Telegraph and 
Adelaide Advertiser.

"The bottom line is if we cannot 
reach agreement on how our intel-
lectual property is being used then 
we will withhold the right of entry to 
grounds," Peter Young, spokesman 
for the Australian board, said.

It has also emerged that CA 
threatened to ban News Ltd journal-
ists from the Adelaide press box for 
the fourth and fifth days of the sec-
ond Test but later backed down. 
Other media organisations are 
believed to have agreed to CA's 
requests.

CA has requested that online 
video coverage of the Ashes be 
limited to a maximum of 30 seconds 
and not to play them until at least 
one hour after the close of play. 
Some websites have been running 
up to three minutes a day

News Ltd, however, seemed to 
be in no mood to back down. "A vast 
body of people can't sit and watch 
TV all day long and they go to sites 
they trust," group editorial manager 
Warren Beeby said, adding that the 
contest was news that fell within the 
provisions of fair rights for news 
organisations to bring to the public.

Monty nominated
for BBC award
CRICINFO, undated

He can't find a place in England's 
Ashes team at the moment, but 
Monty Panesar has still be named 
as one of the 10 nominees for BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year, 
which was won by Andrew Flintoff 
last year.

Panesar earns his place in the 
list after less than a year in interna-
tional cricket, but has quickly estab-
lished a cult following among 
England fans. In 10 Tests he has 
taken 32 wickets, including the prize 
scalps of Sachin Tendulkar, 
Inzamamul Haq and Mohammad 
Yousuf.

He played a key role in England's 
series win over Pakistan after 
making his debut on the tour of India 
earlier in the year. However, despite 
heading to Australia with a burgeon-
ing reputation he has been over-
looked for the first two Tests in 
favour of Ashley Giles.

Sinclair hopes
to stay
CRICINFO, undated

Mathew Sinclair, New Zealand's 
opening batsman who was recently 
recalled, is hoping to secure a 
permanent spot in the side with the 
two-Test series against Sri Lanka 
starting December 7.

"After the World Cup they're 
(New Zealand) going back to 10 
Test matches (next season). I see 
these two Tests as an intro to get 
back in there," Sinclair told the New 
Zealand Herald.

The first Test in Christchurch will 
be a comeback for Sinclair who was 
given a central contract with New 
Zealand Cricket for the 2006-07 
season after missing out on one last 
year. "I've been in and out of the side 
so many times now, I can't count," 
said Sinclair. "Now I've been given a 
fantastic opportunity. It takes me 
back a few years to when I was 
making my debut for New Zealand. 
It has that same feeling about it.

"There's going to be a lot of 
pressure around it all. With the lads 
not going well (in the Champions 
Trophy) as far as the top order is 
concerned, collectively we have to 
get together here and nut out how 
we're going to put big scores up."

Sinclair, who was picked on the 
basis of his domestic performance 
in this season and the last, said that 
he had talked to John Bracewell, the 
New Zealand coach, before the 
team left for the Champions Trophy 
in India in October and had asked 
what was expected of him. Advised 
to be consistently the best domestic 
player, Sinclair did just that, making 
a century against Northern Districts 
two days before the Test squad was 
announced.

In the last season's State 
Championship Sinclair made 723 
runs at 51.64 from nine games with 
three hundreds and five fifties.

Cricket could 
be included 
in Asiad
AFP, Doha

Cricket has a chance of being 
included in future Asian Games, 
said the President of the Olympic 
Council of Asia here on Tuesday.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-
Sabah revealed there had been 
discussions regarding the introduc-
tion of the sport into the Games and 
he hoped that they would reach an 
agreement.

"It would be wonderful to have 
India and Pakistan and all the other 
Asian countries that play cricket 
competing at the Asian Games," 
said Sheikh Ahmad.

"We have started discussions on 
including it and they are ongoing."

Cricket was last seen at a major 
Games in the 1998 Commonwealth 
Games in Kuala Lumpur but has not 
been included since despite the fact 
cricketing countries like England 
and Australia have been the last two 
hosts.

It made its one and only appear-
ance at the Olympics in Paris in 
1900 where in a two day match 
Great Britain -- represented by a 
touring team Devon and Somerset 
Wanderers -- beat France, whose 
team mainly consisted of members 
of the British Embassy.

The British received a silver 
medal while the French received a 
bronze and both also got statues of 
the Eiffel Tower.India face 

pace
barrage in
warm-up tie
AFP, Potchefstroom

India will have the benefit of playing 
on one of the best batting pitches in 
South Africa as they warm up for a 
Test series against the host nation -- 
but they will also have to deal with 
another battery of fast bowlers.

The Rest of South Africa team 
which faces the Indians in a four-day 
match starting Thursday includes 
Mornantau Hayward, one of the 
fastest bowlers in the country, and 
Morne Morkel, a rising star who has 
been tipped for Test honours soon, 
as well as Garnett Kruger, who has 
been on the fringes of the national 
squad for the past two seasons.

The Indians go into the warm-up 
match low on confidence after being 
beaten 4-0 in a one-day series 
during which they failed to deal 
competently with the South African 
fast bowlers.

Hayward, 29, played in 16 Tests 
up until 2004. He fell out with the 
country's administrators early in 
2003 when it was revealed, while he 
was playing in a Test against 
Pakistan, that he had signed a 
contract with English county 
Worcestershire which gave the 
county first call on his services, 
ahead of his country.

One of South Africa's more 
volatile cricketers, Hayward has 
been in good form for the Warriors 
franchise team this season and the 
Indians can expect to deal with 
plenty of fast, short-pitched bowling 
from him.

Morkel, 22, is the taller and 
younger brother of Albie Morkel, 
who played for South Africa in a 
Tw e n t y 2 0  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  
Johannesburg last Friday.

Whereas Albie Morkel has 
become known for his big-hitting 
feats, Morne is an out-and-out fast 
bowler, who has been one of the 
most impressive performers in 
franchise cricket since being pro-
moted to the Titans team midway 
through the domestic one-day 
competition this season.

Kruger, 29, toured Australia with 
the South African team last season 
without playing in a Test match and 
has been a consistent wicket-taker 
at domestic level.

Provided they can weather the 
first bursts of the fast men, it could 
be ideal preparation for the tourists, 
who play the first of three Tests 
a g a i n s t  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i n  
Johannesburg from December 15 to 
19.

The pitch at Potchefstroom 
consistently yields high scores and 
will be a chance for the Indian bats-
men to play themselves into form.

The Indians have been strength-
ened by the inclusion of experi-
enced batsmen VVS Laxman and 
Sourav Ganguly in their Test squad. 
They will join Sachin Tendulkar, 
Virender Sehwag and the currently 
injured captain Rahul Dravid to form 
a potentially solid core of batting for 
the series.

TEAMS
REST OF SOUTH AFRICA:  
Jacques Rudolph (captain), Alviro 
Petersen, Morne van Wyk, Jean 
Pau l  Duminy,  Vaughn  van  
Jaarsveld, Justin Kemp, Vernon 
Philander, Paul Adams, Morne 
Morkel, Garnett Kruger, Mornantau 
Hayward.
INDIA (from): Rahul Dravid (cap-
tain), VVS Laxman, Virender 
Sehwag, Wasim Jaffer, Gautam 
Gambhir, Sourav Ganguly, Sachin 
Tendulkar, Mahendra Singh Dhoni, 
Dinesh Karthik, Munaf Patel, 
Zaheer Khan, Shanthakumaran 
Sreesanth, VRV Singh, Irfan 
Pathan, Anil Kumble, Harbhajan 
Singh.

SOURAV GANGULY
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Mosharraf Hossain sent Sylhet 
crashing for 116. They shared nine 
wickets among themselves with 
Sharif picking up five, including that 
of first innings centurion Alok Kapali. 
From 100 for one, the visitors lost 
nine wickets for only 16 runs. 
Another centurion skipper Rajin 
Saleh was dismissed for three when 
he was run out.

Set 280 to win, Dhaka pressed 
the self-destruct button as they lost 
four wickets for only 77. Table 
toppers Dhaka now need a further 
203 runs to win with only six wickets 
remaining.

KHULNA v CHITTAGONG
Skipper Manzarul Islam struck his 
second hundred in successive 
matches while Jamaluddin and 
Asadullah Khan both hit half-
centuries as Khulna looked to build 
a sizeable lead in the first innings at 
the Bir Shreshtha Shaheed Flight 
Lieutenant Motiur Rahman Stadium 
in Khulna.

Manzarul hit 16 fours and two 
sixes in his 151 while Asadullah 
struck three sixes to score 85. For the 
tourists, Sabbir Khan again was 
among wickets as he picked up four.

Beginning their second innings 
with a 237-run deficit, Chittagong 
opener Gazi Salahuddin raced to 36 
runs but lost his partner Nazimuddin 
who edged all-rounder Ziaur 
Rahman. Nightwatchman Sunny 
saw off the day with Salahuddin, 
taking Chittagong to 48-1 at close.

SCORES IN BRIEF
BARISAL: 93 and second innings: 
113 all out in 42.5 overs (Imran 15, 
Hannan 4, Faruq 8, Bashar 11, 

Hasan 15, Sonnet 13, Arafat 0, 
Rajan 28*, Shahin 2, Tapash 2, 
Sajidul 6; Shahjada 3-25, Jabir 2-
41, Shuvo 2-16); RAJSHAHI: First 
Innings: 413-9 dec. in 136.5 overs 
(Jahurul 139, Farhad 5, Anisur 31, 
Nayeem 126, Mushfiq 2, Rahim 29, 
Rosel 30*, Shuvo 6, Shahjada 26, 
Arif 0; Sajidul 4-50, Sonnet 1-45, 
Hasan 2-102, Rajan 1-55, Bashar 1-
23).
Result: Rajshahi won by an innings 
and 207 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Mohammad 
Shahjada (Rajshahi).
CHITTAGONG: 241 and second 
innings: 48-1 in 8 overs (Salahuddin 
36*, Nazim 11, Sunny 1*; Zaiur 1-
10); KHULNA: First Innings: 478-9 
dec. in 170.1 overs (Sadat 46, 
Sajjadul 42, Sahagir 29, Jamal 50, 
Manzarul 151, Asad 85, Salim 13, 
Ziaur 27, Shiblu 4*, Sadik 3; Sabbir 
4-149, Saju 1-57, Sunny 1-62, 
Wasel 1-54, Ehsanul 1-38). 
SYLHET: 365 and 116 all out in 
44.5 overs (Rahman 30, Imtiaz 44, 
Mithun 26, Rajin 3, Kapali 4, 
Mabud 1, Sadikur 0, Rezaul 5*, 
Hasibul 0, Nazmul 0, Nabil 0, 
Sharif 5-34, Musharraf 4-37); 
DHAKA: First Innings: 202 all out in 
78.2 overs (Javed 5, Uttam 61, 
Anwar 0, Sanwar 6, Al Shahriar 6, 
Marshall 38, Nadif 22, Sharif 6, 
Mosharraf 16, Sunny 16*, Anwar 0; 
Nazmul 3-42, Hasibul 1-32, Nabil 5-
43, Kapali 1-16) and second 
innings: 77-4  (Omar 16, Anwar 6, 
Shahriar 13, Shamsur 11, Ayub 19*, 
Nadif 6*; Hasibul 2-25, Rezaul 1-16, 
Kapali 1-6).
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attempted pull shot off Andrew Flintoff 
and Paul Collingwood took an outstand-
ing catch running backwards, leaving the 
home team 33 for two but bang on the run 
rate.

Mike Hussey was promoted to No.4 
ahead of the threatened Damien 
Martyn to join Ricky Ponting and the 
pair rattled along at five an over, putt-
ing on 83 runs in 76 minutes before 
Ponting fell to Ashley Giles for 49.

Martyn's Test future is in jeopardy 
after another cheap dismissal for five, 
but a sign of England's frustrations 
came when Michael Clarke got four 
overthrows from an overcooked throw 
by Pietersen to give him seven runs.

Hussey guided his team to victory 
with a hustling 61 not out off 66 balls 
and hit the winning runs as Australia 
reached 168 for four off 32.5 overs, 
with Clarke not out 21.

The Australians set up their run 
chase after skittling England for a 
snail-paced 129 in 73 overs, just five 
more than their lowest-ever total at the 
Adelaide Oval.

First innings double-centurion 
Collingwood fought a rearguard to 
remain unbeaten on 22 as England 
unravelled under the brilliant leg-spin 
bowling of Shane Warne, and poor shot-
making.

Test cricket's greatest wicket taker 
claimed 4-49 off 32 overs -- 4-29 off 27 
overs unchanged Tuesday -- to spark 
the English slide, with the tourists 
losing their last nine wickets for 60.

"The lads are bitterly disappointed 
because we gave it everything and for 
four days we played some fantastic 
cricket, but it just shows you that in 
Test cricket if you have one bad hour it 
can cost you the game," Flintoff said.

"It's going to hurt, this game, but 
we've got just over a week before the 
next one, and personally, feeling like 
this and the way the lads are feeling -- I 
don't want to feel like this again so 
there's a big incentive for us."

Collingwood batted for 198 minutes 
and faced 119 balls for his stonewall 
innings and held out with James 
Anderson in a last-wicket partnership 
of 41 minutes and 54 balls.

After four days of just 17 wickets 
and 1,123 runs on a lifeless pitch, the 
match sprung to life with two compel-
ling sessions as Warne ran the show, 
finally enjoying some assistance from 
the wearing wicket to take his Test 
career tally to 694 wickets.

"I bowled 85 overs in the game and 
I'm knackered to be honest, so the 
fingers are pretty sore," Warne said.

"But when you get that momentum 
going, the adrenalin starts going and I 
love being in those situations, I per-
form better in those situations than 
others. I find something inside of me 
that keeps me going," Warne said.

 SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard on the fifth and final day of 
the second Ashes Test between 
Australia and England at Adelaide Oval 
on Tuesday: 
ENGLAND: First innings 551 for 6 decl 
(Collingwood 206, Pietersen 158, Bell 
60; Clark 3-75) 
AUSTRALIA:  First  innings 513 
(Ponting 142, Clarke 124, Hussey 91; 
Hoggard 7-109) 
ENGLAND: Second innings (59 for 1 
overnight) 
S t r a u s s  c  H u s s e y  b  
W a r n e  
34 
C o o k  c  G i l c h r i s t  b  
C l a r k  
9 
B e l l  r u n  o u t  
( C l a r k e / W a r n e )
 26 
C o l l i n g w o o d  n o t  
o u t  
22 
P i e t e r s e n  b  
W a r n e  
2 
F l i n t o f f  c  G i l c h r i s t  b  
Lee 2 
J o n e s  c  H a y d e n  b  
L e e  
10 
G i l e s  c  H a y d e n  b  
W a r n e  
0 
H o g g a r d  b  
W a r n e  
4 
H a r m i s o n  l b w  b  
M c G r a t h
 8 
A n d e r s o n  l b w  b  
M c G r a t h
 1 
E x t r a s :  ( b - 3 ,  l b - 5 ,  w - 1 ,  n b -
2) 11 
T o t a l :  ( A l l  o u t  i n  7 3  
o v e r s )
 129 
Fall of wickets: 1-31, 2-69, 3-70, 4-73, 
5-77, 6-94, 7-97, 8-105, 9-119, 10-129. 
Bowler O M 
R W
Lee 18 3 
35 2
McGrath 10 6 
15 2
Warne 32 1 2  
49 4
Clark 13 4 
22 1 
AUSTRALIA: Second innings 
L a n g e r  c  B e l l  b  
H o g g a r d
 7 
H a y d e n  c  C o l l i n g w o o d  b  
F l i n t o f f
 18 
P o n t i n g  c  S t r a u s s  b  
G i l e s  
49 

H u s s e y  n o t  
out 61 
M a r t y n  c  S t r a u s s  b  
F l i n t o f f
 5 
C l a r k e  n o t  
out 21 
E x t r a s :  ( b - 2 ,  l b - 2 ,  w - 1 ,  n b -
2) 7 
To t a l :  ( F o r  4  w k t s  i n  3 2 . 5  
o v e r s )  
168 
Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-33, 3-116, 4-
121 
Bowler O M 
R W
Hoggard 4 0 
29 1
Flintoff 9 0 
44 2
Giles 10 0 
46 1
Harmison 4 0 
15 0
Anderson 3.5 0 
23 0
Pietersen 2 0 
7 0 
Result: Australia won by 6 wickets 
and lead the series 2-0. 
Man-of-the-match: Ricky Ponting. 
Toss: England 
Umpires: Steve Bucknor (WIS), Rudi 
Koertzen (RSA) 
Match referee: Jeff Crowe (NZL) 

Shahjada hits Barisal

Aussies rise from ashes
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new-ball duo's defence that neither 
was advised on taking vitamin 
supplements, which may have led 
to positive tests for the banned 
steroid nandrolone.

Akhtar, 31, and Asif, 23, were 
banned from all cricket for two 
years and one year respectively by 
an internal Pakistani tribunal in 
November 1. Both denied taking 
any illegal substances.

The decision means both will 
now likely play in next year's World 
Cup in the Caribbean and ends 
fears that the career of Akhtar -- 
known as the Rawalpindi Express -
- had reached the end of the line.

"I missed playing cricket for my 
country and now I hope that I will 
resume my career. The whole team 
had supported me and I am thank-
ful to my teammates and every 
cricket lover who prayed for me," 
Akhtar told AFP.

"I am breathing again. My life 
was jolted no end by the ban. I can't 
describe the feeling.

"I was watching the Ashes on 
television and was all the time 
thinking when will I be back at the 
ground. I have already missed a lot 
of cricket through injury and now 
want to play cricket as soon as 
possible," said Akhtar.

Emerging star Asif said his family 
had been in turmoil since the dope 
test results were revealed in 
October, causing the pair to be sent 
home from the Champions Trophy.

"I am delighted to hear that I will 
be playing again. These two 
months have been the worst of my 
life and only today I resumed train-
ing," said Asif, adding he had lost 
six pounds through worry.

"I hope the bad days are over 
now. I badly want to play and it was 
only through the support of my 
captain, Inzamamul Haq, and 
coach Bob Woolmer that I kept 
myself going."

Inzamam, who has just served a 
four-match ban himself for bringing 
the game into disrepute during the 
fiasco of the abandoned Oval Test 
in August, congratulated both 
players and said they would "defi-
nitely strengthen Pakistan's bowl-
ing attack".

"When you play at your full 
strength your chances of winning 
increase and we look forward to 
their return," he said.

The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) said it would not rush the 
pacemen into the five-match one-
day series against the West Indies 
and would instead allow them to 
play domestic matches to gain 
match fitness.

The first match, in Rawalpindi, 
was washed out on Tuesday.

Appeals committee chairman 
Fakhruddin Ibrahim told reporters 
the team's management was to 
blame for failing to inform the two 
bowlers about vitamin supple-
ments, which both had been taking 
to recover from injury.

"This appeal committee... holds 
that Shoaib Akhtar and Mohammad 
Asif will not be deemed to have 
committed a doping offence," said 
Ibrahim, a retired judge.

"The ban and punishment 
imposed by the earlier tribunal is 
hereby set aside as being contrary 
to the provision of laws."

The committee, also including 
former Test cricketer Haseeb 
Ahsan and doping expert Dr. 
Danish Zaheer, made its decision 
by a 2-1 majority, with Zaheer the 
dissenting voice because he 
wanted more tests on both players, 
Ibrahim said.

But the committee found it was 
"clearly, plainly evident that (nei-
t h e r )  S h o a i b  A k h t a r  n o r  
Mohammad Asif were ever warned 
or cautioned against taking supple-
ments".

Asif was only told to stop taking 
the supplements when he told team 
physio Darryn Lifson about them in 
August 2006, Ibrahim said, and 
neither player was provided with 
any publication warning about their 
use.

PCB chairman Nasim Ashraf 
defended the handling of the doping 
episode, saying he did not expect any 
intervention from the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) or the World 
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

The ICC had previously praised 
the board and the initial drugs 
tribunal for imposing the stiff penal-
ties.
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Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) 
formally announced it yesterday after 
receiving an official ICC letter earlier 
on the day.

The board is expected to hold a 
brief opening ceremony before 
Sunday's match.

The fifth and final ODI between 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe on 
Saturday will also be held here, which 
was not officially included in the itiner-
ary. 

ICC's Sri Lankan match referee 
Ranjan Madugalle had verbally given 
the BCB green signal to prepare for the 
last two matches after his inspection 
on December 1.

After BCB's decision to dispose of 
the famous Bangabandhu National 
Stadium -- which still holds its status as 
an international cricket venue -- for 
unknown reasons -- Bangladesh now 
has only one international ground in 
the capital. 

The five other ICC recognised 
stadiums are: MA Aziz Stadium and Bir 
Shrestha Shahid Ruhul Amin Stadium 
in Chittagong, Narayanganj Osmani 
Stadium in Fatullah, Shahid Chandu 
Stadium in Bogra and Bir Shreshtha 
Shahid Matiur Rahman Stadium in 
Khulna (only for ODIs).

Meanwhile, tickets for the last two 
ODIs will be available at different 
branches of City Bank in Dhaka. 
Hospitality Box tickets will cost Tk 
2000, VIP Tk 1,000, Special Enclosure 
Tk 100 and gallery Tk 80.

Akhtar, Asif win appealMirpur gets 

AFP, Doha

An invincib le 
Ch ina added 
seven more gold 
medals to its 
bulging bag of 
Asian Games 
titles Tuesday, 

with more in store when its world 
class gymnasts and badminton 
players spring into action. 

Japan will be looking to capitalise 
on its strong showing in the pool, 
where the spoils have been spilt 9-7 
in China's favour so far. 

China tops the medals table with 
46 gold midway through day four, 
from Japan's 12. South Korea has 
nine after adding two on Tuesday on 
the shooting ranges. 

But it was again China's day, 
bagging five more gold from its 
sharp shooters and a gold apiece 
from Li Meifeng in the women's 
cycling time trial and Cao Lei in the 
women's 75kg category of the 
weightlifting while Kazakhstan's 
Vyacheslav Yershov ambushed 
favourite Li Yong of China to win 
gold in the men's 85kg category

Japan's best hope to close the 
gap is in the pool, although China 
topped five of the seven heats 
Tuesday morning. 

Promising Korean schoolboy 
Park Tae Hwan is aiming to crash 
their party with his second gold of 
the Games. After winning the 200m 

freestyle, he now has his sights set 
on the 400m, and plans to take 
home four gold in total. 

But he will have Chinese rival 
Zhang Lin and Japan's Takeshi 
Matsuda to grapple with, both of 
whom were in blistering form in the 
relay on Monday. 

Other gold in the pool comes in 
the men's 50m butterly, where 
Japan's Takashi Yamamoto is 
favourite, 100m backstroke and 
4x100m relay. 

The women race over 100m 
breaststroke, with China's Ji Liping 
angling for a second gold of the 
Games, 50m freestyle and 4x200m 
freestyle relay. 

While the medals should be split 
in the swimming, there is little doubt 
that China will dominate at the 
Aspire indoor arena where the 
individual gymnastics program gets 
underway. 

China won eight of 14 gold at the 
world championships in October 
and has brought its entire winning 
team here. 

In action Tuesday is Xiao Qin, the 
pommel horse world champion, 
Chen Yibing, the rings world cham-
pion, and women's world vault 
champion Cheng Fei. 

More world records are on the 
cards in the weightlifting where four 
world marks have fallen so far these 
Games, three to China's Chen 
Yanqing and one to Thailand's 
Pawina Thongsuk. 

Cao Lei, the world champion, 
completely outclassed the field in 
the women's 75kg category to hand 
the Chinese weightlifting team a 
ninth gold medal from a possible 10 
Tuesday. 

She missed the world record but 
set a new Asian Games record, with 
an aggregate of 272kg, beating the 
old record by 2kg. 

Myanmar's Mya Sanda Oo took 
silver with a total of 250kg and Kim 
Soon Hee of South Korea was third. 

On the shooting ranges, South 
Korea and Kazakhstan took three 
gold to China's five. South Korea's 
Son Hye-Kyoung won the women's 
Double Trap individual medal and 
the the Koreans won the overall 
Double Trap. 

Kazakhstan took the 10m 
Running Target title. 

The badminton team finals get 
underway with China, who haven't 
dropped a game so far, taking on 
Japan on the women's side and the 
Chinese men playing South Korea. 

Meanwhile, China's world num-
ber four snooker player Ding Junhai 
teams with  Tian Pengfei to take on 
Hong Kong's Marco Fu and Chan 
Wai Fi in the doubles finals at the Al-
Sadd Sports Club. 

Other medals Tuesday include 
the equestrian individual dressage, 
English billards singles and the 
men's and women's bowling trios. 

More gold for China
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resistance in the first half, holding 
the Koreans to a slim 2-1 lead.

Jang Hyun-jong, who slammed 
four goals from penalty corners 
including a hattrick, put the Koreans 
ahead after 17 minutes but surpris-
ingly, Bangladesh equalised eight 
minutes later when captain Musa 
scored from a penalty corner.

Jang made it 2-1 on the half hour 
before scoring twice in the second 
half, in the 42 and 47 minutes, to 
complete his treble and put an end 
to Bangladesh's fight. Field goals by 
Hong Eun-Seong and Seo Jong-jo 
sealed the victory for Korea.

Bangladesh, who rest today, will 
play China tomorrow.

The footballers were facing 
Vietnam in a late night match, their 
last appearance at the Doha Games 
after losses to South Korea (3-0) 
and Bahrain (5-1).

Kabaddi hopes 

PHOTO: AFP

Vyacheslav Yersov of Kazakhstan on his way to clinching the gold in the 85kg category of men's weightlifting compe-
tition of the Asian Games in Doha yesterday.
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falling at the other end, scored a 
composed 50-ball 36 that featured 
three boundaries.

And finally Bangladesh were 
able to cross the two-hundred run 
mark thanks to Mashrafee who 
smashed a quickfire 20-ball 23 that 
saw two big sixes. The leading 
paceman only passed the fitness 
test before the match to enable the 
home team to play with an 
unchanged squad.

While the Zimbabweans were 
superb in fielding, this was not the 
case for Bangladesh as they 
missed some good chances, 
especially it seemed ugly when 
Nafees dropped a lollypop catch at 
third man when Sean Williams 
upper cut a short ball from 
Shahadat Hossain.

Razzak was understandably 
delighted after picking up five-
wickets, becoming only the fourth 
Bangladeshi to do so. "For the first 
time I was adjudged man-of-the-
match and it is such a special 
feeling that I helped my team win 
the match," said Razzak.

"I was desperate to be success-
ful in this match after I failed to take 
a wicket in the last match," admit-
ted the young left-arm spinner who 
hails from Khulna.

Bashar contemplated on the 
win and said that he was highly 
satisfied and was happy that the 
game could deliver the thrill that 
everyone desired.

"We showed good character 
today as we were certainly under 
some pressure after the series loss 
(last August) and I am relieved that 
our main target has been accom-
plished," said Bashar.

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard of the third one-day 
international between Bangladesh 
and Zimbabwe at the Shaheed 
Chandu Stadium in Bogra on 
Tuesday: 
BANGLADESH 
Nafees c Brent b Chigumbura 35 
Mehrab b Mpofu 38 
Aftab c Rainsford b Utseya 16 
Hasan c Williams b Brent 26 
Bashar c Brent b Mpofu 3 
Ashraful c Chibhabha b Dabengwa 
36 
Mashud b Dabengwa 11 
Rafique c and b Dabengwa 3 
Mortuza not out 23 
Razzak c Taylor b Mpofu 5 
Shahdat c Rainsford b Mpofu 5 
Extras: (b-2, lb-4, nb-4, w-9) 19 
Total: (All out in 49.2 overs) 220 
Fall of wickets: 1-64, 2-85, 3-113, 
4-123, 5-138, 6-169, 7-179, 8-184, 
9-202. 
Bowler O M R W
Rainsford 6 0 51 0
Mpofu 9.2 0 42 4
Brent 10 0 42 1
Chigumbura 1 0 4 1

Bowlers join the party
Utseya 10 1 21 1
Williams 10 0 35 0
Dabengwa 3 0 19 3
ZIMBABWE 
Matsikenyeri b Razzak 24 
Taylor b Shahadat 1 
Chibhabha lbw b Razzak 10 
Masakadza c Saqibul b Shahadat2  
Williams c sub (Reza) b Razzak 68 
Chigumbura c Mashud b Mortuza3 1 
D a b e n g w a  b  R a z z a k                               
31 
Brent not out 7 
Utseya c Razzak b Mortuza 1 
Mpofu b Mortuza 1 
Rainsford lbw b b Razzak 1 
Extras: (b-2, nb-5, w-10) 17 
Total: (All out in 49 overs) 194 
Fall of wickets: 1-17, 2-40, 3-41, 4-
48, 5-123, 6-181, 7-182, 8-185, 9-
188. 
Bowler O M R 

W
Mortuza 9 1 3 4  
3
Shahadat 10 1 
42 2
Razzak 10 2 3 3  
5
Rafique 10 0 4 3  
0
Saqibul 10 0 4 0  
0 
Result: Bangladesh won by 26 
runs and lead the 5-ODIs series 
3-0.
M a n - o f - t h e - m a t c h :  A b d u r  
Razzak. 
Toss: Zimbabwe 
Umpires: Enamul Haque (BAN) 
and Suresh Shastri (IND) 
M a t c h  r e f e r e e :  R a n j a n  
Madugalle (SRI) 
Fourth ODI: At Fatullah on 
Friday. 
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