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TOP SIX
Team P W D L GF GA Pts
Man United 8 6 1 1 17 5 19
Chelsea 8 6 1 1 13 4 19
Bolton 8 5 2 1 9 4 17
Portsmouth 8 5 1 2 12 3 16
Arsenal 7 4 2 1 11 4 14
Aston Villa 8 3 5 0 10 5 14

AFP, Berlin

Werder Bremen 
warmed up for 
Tuesday's titanic 
C h a m p i o n s  
League tussle 
with Barcelona by 
moving to the top 
of the Bundesliga 
with a 3-1 win over 

Hertha Berlin on Saturday. 
Bremen need a point against 

Barcelona on Tuesday but three 
were required against Hertha and 
the title hopefuls delivered thanks to 
a stellar display from German 
international Miroslav Klose. 

Klose, top-scorer at the World 
Cup, scored twice (32, 40) to take 
his season's tally to 10 and show 
Barca he is in top form. 

Brazilian playmaker Diego had 
opened the scoring with a penalty 
after Josip Simunic, who also 

scored Hertha's goal, had handled 
in the area. 

"It is a dream for every footballer 
to play in a game like the one we 
have with Barcelona," said Diego. 

"Two great teams are playing 
one another at the highest level and 
neither is the favourite. Barcelona 
are at home but we only need a 
point. It will be terrific." 

Bremen replaced Schalke 04 at 
the summit but the latter, now one 
point behind, can reclaim top spot 
with victory over FC Nuremberg on 
Sunday. 

Champions Bayern Munich lost 
ground on Bremen after a 1-1 home 
draw wi th  lowly Borussia 
Monchengladbach and now trail the 
leaders by three points. 

"We put a lot of pressure on 
Gladbach and had lots of chances 
but the ball did not want to go in," 
explained Bayern coach Felix 
Magath. "We have dropped two 

points and now it will be tough to be 
top of the table at Christmas." 

Argentine Martin Demichelis 
headed Bayern ahead on 23 min-
utes but Michael Delura equalised 
10 minutes later. 

Gladbach held on for the point to 
delight manager Juup Henyckes, 
who won the German title as Bayern 
coach in 1989 and 1990. 

Bayern now turn their attention to 
Tuesday's match with Inter Milan in 
the Champions League where they 
aim to secure top spot in the group. 

But most neutral fans in 
Germany will be tuning in to the 
Bremen match with the 2004 cham-
pions needing a point at Barcelona's 
intimidating Nou Camp stadium to 
eliminate the holders and join 
Chelsea in the last 16 phase of the 
competition. 

As it stands four teams - Bremen, 
Schalke, Bayern and Stuttgart, who 
drew 0-0 with Mainz 05 on Friday, all 
have the chance to go into the six-
week winter break as league lead-
ers. 

In 10 of the last 12 seasons the 
'winter champions' have gone on to 
win the Bundesliga with the two 
exceptions being Schalke in 2001 
and Bayer Leverkusen in 2002. 

Elsewhere Borussia Dortmund 
recorded a 1-0 win over VfL 
Wolfsburg with Ebi Smolarek scor-
ing the winner in the 90th minute. 

After the match under-pressure 
Dortmund coach Bert van Marwijk 
confirmed that he would be leaving 
the German giants by mutual con-
sent at the end of the season, 
despite having a contract until June 
2008. 

"We have decided to go our 
seperate ways at the end of the 
season," said van Marwijk. 

SV Hamburg boss Thomas Doll is 
another manager feeling the heat 
after a 2-1 defeat to fellow strugglers 
VfL Bochum on Saturday that keeps 
the club second from bottom. 

"I think I have talked about my 
future over the past few weeks so 
there is nothing more to say," 
declared Doll. "We are in a difficult 
situation but we can come through it." 

Zvjezdan Misimovic produced a 
magical free-kick on 70 minutes to 
down Hamburg, who had Dutch 
international Rafael van der Vaart 
sent off for a brutal tackle from 
behind. 

"Van der Vaart's tackle is not 
acceptable. He is our captain and 
must lead by example," added Doll. "I 
will have a chat with him about it." 

Hamburg are the only founding 
club never to have been relegated 
from the Bundesliga but need to turn 
things around soon to preserve that 
record. 

AFP, Paris

Ly o n  b r o k e  
a n o t h e r  
r e c o r d  i n  
F r a n c e  o n  
Saturday after 
a 1-0 win at Le 
M a n s  g a v e  
t h e m  t h e i r  

14th win from the first 16 matches 
this season. 

That win bettered the mark of 
13 wins from the opening 16 
contests set by Paris St Germain 
in the 1985/86 season. 

And incredibly it was Lyon's 
coach Gerard Houllier who was in 
charge of that team as well. 

The victory moved Lyon on to 
43 points but was due more to 
industry than flair as former 
Arsenal forward Sylvain Wiltord 
headed home a free-kick from 
Brazil midfielder Juninho just 
before the hour mark. 

Houllier was not interested in 
his team's record-breaking feat, 
preferring to concentrate on 
improving another record they 
broke last season. 

That was when Lyon won a 
record fifth title in a row and they 
now look almost certain to add a 
sixth to that run with nearest 
challengers Lens already 14 
points off the pace. 

"We have taken a giant step 
towards the title," said a beaming 
Houllier when interviewed by 
Canal Plus. 

"What pleased me was that we 
cleared the ball when we had to, 
when you're under the cosh, 
you're under the cosh. Today we 
controlled the game. This was a 
victory for hard work. Solidarity 
and control paid off." 

Houllier may have been letting 
himself get carried away by a 
narrow victory at one of the 
league's minnows, but Le Mans 
coach Frederic Hantz had a more 
sobre assessment of the situa-
tion. 

"Football is a game played by 
11 players and at the end, Lyon 
win," Hantz said. 

Lyon's next league game is away 
to PSG next Sunday and president 
Jean-Michel Aulas is remaining 
cautious given the violenece and 
racsim problems suffered by their 
great rivals recently. 

PSG's match at home to 
Toulouse on Sunday had to be 
postponed over security concerns 
and Aulas is not sure that next 
week's match will definietly go 
ahead either. 

"The role of managers is to 
anticipate difficulties. I will call my 
counterpart  (at  PSG) Alain 
Cayzac to find out the situation," 
said Aulas. 

"We are going to try to do 
everything possible to make sure 
all precautions are taken. We will 
not hesitate to ensure no risks are 
taken." 

Lens took sole possession of 
second place in the table with a 3-

0 home win over last seasons 
runners-up Bordeaux. 

Vitorino Hilton opened the 
scoring on 40 minutes and Daniel 
Cousin made the points safe on 
57 minutes before Issam Jemaa's 
late cherry on the cake. 

Lille, who travel to Nancy on 
Sunday, could take back second 
place with a victory, whi le 
Sochaux, who host Marseille on 
Sunday, could also claim second 
spot but they would need a victory 
by at least five goals. 

Struggling Monaco gave their 
beleaguered fans something to 
cheer about with a 3-0 coasting 
against Valenciennes. 

Yaya Toure opened the scoring 
on 37 minutes before second half 
goals from Serge Gakpe and Jan 
Koller sealed a comfortable win. 

Meanwhile in St Etienne, 
where the hosts beat Lorient 2-0 
through second half strikes from 
Marek He inz  and Freder ic  
Piquionne, supporters demon-
strated their support for the hard-
core PSG fans whose behaviour 
forced the abandonnement of the 
PSG-Toulouse match. 

Even the small contingent of 
travelling Lorient fans pledged 
their support to their fellow 'ultras' 
while one St Etienne banner 
denounced misinformation. St 
Etienne's victory moved them up 
to third in the table. 

AFP, Wigan

Rafa Benitez 
believes Craig 
Bel lamy can 
i n s p i r e  
L iverpool  to  
new heights 

after the striker put his off-field 
problems behind him at Wigan on 
Saturday. 

The Welsh international was in 
scintillating form against the Latics, 
three days after he was found not 
guilty at Cardiff magistrates court of a 
double assault charge - an incident 
that had been hanging over Bellamy 
for the previous nine months. 

Bellamy scored the opening two 
goals, laid on a third for Dirk Kuyt and 
the equally brilliant Steven Gerrard 
saw his cross turned into his own 
goal by Lee McCulloch for a fourth as 
Liverpool won away for the first time 
this season, ending a wait of over ten 
hours for an away goal in open play. 

"I was saying before the game 
that maybe after the problems he 
(Bellamy) had, he could be a new 
player and he was fantastic for us," 
said Liverpool boss Benitez. "He was 
always creating problems with his 
pace and for us, having a player with 
his different qualities, gives us other 
options. 

"On Thursday he was in training 
and shooting and his accuracy was 
really good, he was always on target, 
always scoring. I said to him, 'Keep 
doing the same and you will score 
lots of goals.' 

"I think he knew he needed to 
show people he is a good player and 
maybe his mind is clear now and it's 
easier for him. 

"I know it's easy now but I was 
saying this before - if you analyse our 
away games, we were creating 21, 
18, 16 chances a game. 

"The difference now is if you have 
players who can finish, you'll be 
scoring goals and talking about 
winning games. That's a big differ-
ence." 

The victory moved Liverpool up to 

fifth in the Premiership table but 
Benitez believes a testing December 
could determine what sort of season 
his team will enjoy. 

"I don't look at the table too much," 
he said. "We have a very difficult 
month and we know we have to keep 
winning. If all players stay fit these 
next eight or nine games could make 
a big difference." 

Bellamy, who joined Liverpool in a 
six million pounds transfer from 
Blackburn this summer, was a 
relieved man. 

"I have tried to convince myself 
that I couldn't lose it overnight and 
maybe I have put too much pressure 
on myself," he said. 

"Signing for Liverpool has been a 
dream for me and perhaps that has 
added to it. But I don't want to look for 
excuses. Sometimes you can have 
too many excuses and it's harder to 
turn things around. 

"We needed to win today 
because our record away from home 
has not been good enough for a team 
like Liverpool. 

"It gets noticed more when you're 
at a club like this. But I had a similar 
spell at Blackburn before going on a 
scoring run and I ended up being 
player of the year." 

Wigan manager Paul Jewell 
appeared dumbfounded after seeing 
his team fall to such a demoralising 
defeat. "At least I'll be watching the 
cricket tonight," he joked, with refer-
ence to the Ashes series in Australia. 

"It was a surreal first half, 
Liverpool had four or five attempts on 
goal and we were 4-0 down! But if we 
defend like that we won't win any 
more games between now and the 
end of the season, that's for certain. 

"We're all a bit shell-shocked. 
Liverpool were getting it so easy. We 
were attacking one minute and the 
next thing there was a long ball out of 
defence and Gerrard was in or 
Bellamy was in. 

"The fourth goal was ridiculous, 
how much time did we give Steve 
Gerrard, one of the best players in 
the world? "

AFP, London

Arsene Wenger 
will hold clear-
the-air talks with 
Thierry Henry 
after admitting 
rumours of a 

training-ground argument between 
the pair had overshadowed 
Arsena l ' s  3 -0  v ic to ry  over  
Tottenham on Saturday. 

Henry was reported to have 
w a l k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c l u b ' s  
Hertfordshire training base on 
Friday after being told by Wenger 
that his neck injury had not healed 
sufficiently for him to be included in 
the squad to face Spurs. 

The French striker attempted to 
downplay the significance of the 
incident in a series of media inter-
views on Saturday morning, and 
made conspicuous efforts to show 
his support for his team-mates 
during the Gunners' victory over 
their north London rivals. 

Henry celebrated the opening 

goal with the scorer Emmanuel 
Adebayor and joined his team-
mates in the post-match huddle, but 
those gestures of reconciliation do 
not appear to have appeased 
Wenger, who will meet Henry on 
Monday to discuss the incident. 

"I don't know exactly what my 
take on it is yet," he said. "It is diffi-
cult because I want to sit down with 
Thierry, tell him what I expect from 
him and see where we go from 
there. 

"In terms of preparation and in 
physical terms, he is not ready to 
play yet. He will need some time to 
prepare because he is tired and 
needs to recover. When you do not 
play for a while, you need a few 
days to prepare and get fit. 

"I am not happy or unhappy with 
him. I would first and foremost like to 
give credit to the team, who played 
marvellously. It is more important to 
talk about that than anything else. 

"This team is not a one-player 
team, it would be disrespectful to 
Thierry to think that. We have 22 

players and it's down to me to make 
a very good team out of them." 

Wenger also visibly bristled 
when asked to comment on Henry's 
observation - made in a national 
newspaper on Saturday morning - 
that Arsenal should seek to 
strengthen their squad in the 
January transfer window, preferably 
with the out-of-favour Chelsea 
winger Shaun Wright-Phillips. 

"I won't sign any players in 
January," Wenger declared. "We 
will go until the end of the season 
with the players that we have here 
and today they showed they have 
the quality to go on and do well." 

Wenger's mood was at least 
brightened by his side's perfor-
mance, which ranked as one of their 
most fluent at the Emirates Stadium 
this season. 

"It was vital for us to win because 
our backs were against the wall," he 
admitted. "It was the right response 
and also the perfect preparation for 
Porto." 

Thuram 
admits 
frustration
INTERNET, undated

Liliam Thuram has admitted to his 
growing frustration at his lack of games 
at Barcelona.

Despite his versatility at the back 
and experience, the 35 year-old has 
been unable to secure a position in the 
team with boss Frank Rikjaard prefer-
ring Rafael Marquez and captain 
Carlos Puyol as his central defensive 
patnership.

"I didn't come to Barcelona as a 
tourist. I have never known such a 
situation long term, and it is destabilis-
ing to me," he told L'Equipe. "If you 
accept to be a substitute that means 
there is a problem.

"I believe the coach builds the best 
team possible. If he doesn't play you, 
that means you are not outstanding. I 
am very happy to be at Barcelona, but I 
have experienced a bad situation.

"It reminds me of the start of my 
career. You work every day, and you 
are waiting for an opportunity. The less 
you play, the less easily you adapt.

"On Sunday during the match, I am 
so sad."

Thuram, who has managed only 7 
games so far this season for the La 
Liga Champions, realises his lack of 
games will affect his place in the 
French squad. However the former 
Juventus player is determined to fight 
on.

"A winter transfer? I am absolutely 
not in such a state of mind," he added. 
"Of course I don't like that strange 
situation. The coach makes his 
choices and you have to respect them.

"But I didn't set myself any deadline.
"I told (France coach) Raymond 

Domenech if my situation would last, 
maybe he should prepare my substi-
tute."

Owen hopeful 
of swift return
REUTERS, London

Injured England striker Michael 
Owen hopes to be back playing for 
his club Newcastle United before 
the end of the season.

Owen suffered a cruciate liga-
ment injury during a World Cup 
match against Sweden in June and 
has since had two operations on his 
knee.

"I'm confident that I can play 
again this season. It'll be great if I 
could," Owen told BBC radio on 
Sunday.

"I have a scan at the turn of the 
year and as long as everything's 
knitted together quite nicely we'll 
press on. Hopefully, I can start 
jogging in early February and then 
we'll really kick on from that.

"It's been a long slog so far and 
there's still quite a lot of work to be 
done till I'm back out playing but I've 
got other things that are keeping me 
occupied and I can see the light at 
the end of the tunnel now," added 
the 26-year-old former Liverpool 
and Real Madrid player.

Referee 
attacked
REUTERS, Sousse 

South African referee David 
Bennett was attacked after Royal 
Armed Forces of Morocco were 
denied a stoppage time goal in the 
African Confederation Cup sec-
ond leg against Etoile Sahel of 
Tunisia on Saturday.

Etoile Sahel, runners-up in the 
African Champions League in 
2004 and 2005, won on away 
goals after drawing the first leg 1-
1 in Rabat last month.

Bennett and his linesman Toko 
Malebo were attacked by the 
furious visitors after a close-in 
effort from Brahim El Bahri was 
disallowed for offside.

Several Royal Armed Forces 
players rushed at Malebo as he 
flagged the goal offside, pushing 
and shoving him before security 
officials came to his rescue.

Fighting erupted between both 
benches and policemen on the 
side of the pitch before Bennett 
was also set upon by the 
Moroccan team.

Security was quickly resorted 
as a cordon was created around 
the officials but the game stopped 
for five minutes before calm was 
restored.

During that time Royal Armed 
Forces players continued their 
protestations at the officials and 
one was kicked by a security 
official.

Television replays showed the 
decision of the lineman was cor-
rect.

The game restarted for just 60 
seconds before Bennett blew the 
final whistle and was quickly 
surrounded by security officials as 
the Moroccans sought to set upon 
him again.

An un-gamely 
death
REUTERS, Madrid

A player with second division 

Tenerife was substituted on 

Saturday after his coach heard 

the defender's father had died of 

a heart attack in the stands.

Manuel Castineiras's father 

collapsed during the league 

match at Ponferradina and medi-

cal services at the ground were 

unable to revive him, reported 

sports daily Marca's Web site 

(www.marca.com).

"I can't talk much about the 

game," said Tenerife coach 

Bernd Krauss after his side's 1-0 

defeat.

"My thoughts are with Manuel 

and his family. It's a blow for all of 

us."

Krauss withdrew Castineiras 

in the 58th minute and the player 

was told the news about his 

father in the dressing room.

PHOTO: INTERNET

Werder Bremen striker Miroslav Klose pumps his fists in celebration after 
scoring the first of his two goals in their Bundesliga match against Hertha 
Berlin at Bremen on Saturday.

PHOTO: AFP

Le Mans midfielder Mathieu Coutadeur (L) holds off Lyon striker Sylvain Wiltord during their French Ligue 1 clash at  
Le Mans  on Saturday.
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