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ADVISERS' NEW DIALOGUE INITIATIVE

Package proposal placed
before Khaleda, Hasina

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team of advisers to the caretaker
government talked with the two
major political alliances Jast night
with a package proposal in an
apparent last ditch effort to resolve
the prevailing political crisis,

The proposals include making
inactive two controversial election
commissioners SM Zakaria and
Modabbir Hossain Chowdhury,
appointment of new election
commissioners, transfers of home
and establishment secretaries and
others related to the electoral
process, and minor changes in the
election schedule creating scope

PROPOSAL HIGHLIGHTS

Making Zakaria, Modabbir
inactive
Appointment of new election
m commissioners from former
Judges
Changes In the poll schedule for
nmecllnn updated voter list
lmlnntm announced poll date
‘unchanged
Correcting the voler list as mm:h
as possible

Translers of home, establishment,
and LGD secretaries

for correcting the updated voter
list, sources present at a daylong
meeting of the council of advisers
said.

The package proposal also
urged Awami League (AL)-led 14-
party coalition to withdraw its
indefinite countrywide blockade,
the sources said adding that the
caretaker government is ready to
initiate more steps to create a level
playing field but the blockade must
bewithdrawn.

The advisers who expressed
high hopes about the package
yesterday said they believe the two
major political alliances will agree
with the proposals.
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"We are working as facilitators
to resolve the crisis, A solution to
the crisis does not depend on us
alone. It also depends on the major
political alliances,” Information
Adviser Mahbubul Alam told
reporters after the meeting of the
councilofadvisers.

In line with the decision of the
council, three advisers --- Justice
Fazlul Haque, CM Shafi Sami and
Mahbubul Alam met the top lead-
ers of the two alliances BNP-led
four-party alliance and Al-led 14-
party coalition, and discussed the
proposals with them.

After a 45-minute meeting

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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4-party

agrees to

change in EC
commissioners

Remains rigid on election date

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP-led four-party alliance
has responded positively to the
package of proposals set forth by
the caretaker government and
agreed to have the Election
Commission (EC) recast by send-
ing two controversial election
commissioners on leave while
twWOTIEwW ones.
BNP Chaitperson Khaleda Zia at

placed before her, said a highly- -
placed sourcein the party.

The immediate past ruling
party, however, remains deter- -

mined to have the election held on -
January 21, They have agreed to :
change the other dates relating to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7 |

posal of the caretaker government
{CG), Awami League (AL)-led 14-
: party coalition late last night
. placed three demands to be met

: immediately, which it placed as a

prerequisite for its participation in
the upcoming election.

The demands are cancellation
of the announced poll schedule,
preparing a fresh updated voter

14-party puts forward

its conditions

: Cancellation of poll schedule, fresh
: updated voter list; EC reform;

: admin reshuffle demanded

- HASAN JAHID TUSHER

a meeting last evening with three : 7 ;
ndvisers-?':luslicc Fazlul Hug, CM : Responding to the package pro-
Shafi Sami and Mahbubul Alam--

agreed to accept the proposals

list, and announcement of a fresh
pollschedule.

The coalition also demanded
reconstitution of the Election
Commission (EC) after removing
the old set of election commission-
ers and withdrawal of 300 'politi-
cally appointed’ upazila election
officers asits secondary demands.

And asits third line of demands it
demanded thorough reshuffling of
the civiland police administrations,

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6
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Blockade to go
on until 5-pt

demand met
Says 14-party

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 14-party alliance yesterday |

said their ongoing non-stop coun-
trywide blockade programme
would continue until President and
Chiefl Adviser (CA) to the Caretaker
Government (CG) Iajuddin Ahmed
met their five-point demand.

The Awami League-led alli-
ance's five-point demand includes
the demand for resignation of the
president from the CA post and
reconstitution of the Election
Commission (EC).

"We placed our five-point
demand before the CA at a meeting
yesterday [Saturday] and he was
supposed to let us know about his
decision. As we have not received
any decision from him, our block-
ade programme will continue,” 14-
party Coordinator Abdul Jalil told a
press briefing at the AwamiLeague's
(AL) Dhanmondioffice last evening.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Unrest to mar
investment
climate: ADB

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) in its guarterly economic
update on Bangladesh cautioned
yesterday that the present politi-
cal unrest would take a heavy toll
on the country's investment cli-
mate.

According to the report released
in Dhaka, the bank predicted sev-
eral risks of the country in near to
medium term, which included
possible political disruption, infra-
structure constraints and external
volatilityinoil prices.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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An artiste sings at the Jubo Mancha gathering at Muktangon in the capital during the Awami League-led 14-paﬂy
alliance's countrywide blockade programme yesterday.

STAR REPORT

A leader of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (ICD) was killed and over 50
were injured in clashes between
rival political activists in Sylhet as
the fourth round of countrywide
indefinite transport blockade by
the 14-party combine began yes-
terday.

The l4-party enforced the
blockade demanding President
Tajuddin's resignation from the

post of chief adviser of the care-

JCD man killed, 50
hurt in clashes as
blockade resumes

taker government and reconstitu-
tion ofthe Election Cominission.
JCD leader Foyez Ahmed Anu,
22, was killed when activists of
Awami League (AL) and BNP got
locked into a gunfight at the
Biswanath upazila headquarters
yesterday noon. Foyez Ahmed was
the publication secretary of the
upazila unit of JCD, the student
wingof BNI
The injured were admitted to
the Upazila Health Complex and
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Dr Kamal for
consultation
body for

interim govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent jurist Dr Kamal Hossain
yesterday proposed immediate
formation of a consultation body
for the caretaker government to
ensure protection of the presi-
dent's post from any outgoing
government's illegal and unconsti-
tutional interference.

Besides such a body comprising
representatives from different
political parties and the civil soci-
ety, a national security council
could also be constituted with men

SEE PAGE 2 COL S

Students of Vigarunnisa Noon School and College in the capital make last minute preparations for their exams yes-

PHOTD, STAR

terday as the 14-party alliance keeps educational institution out of the purview of their blockade.

Bangladeshi
hajj pilgrim
killed in
road crash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A Bangladeshi hajj pilgrim was
killed in a road accident in
Madina in Saudi Arabia on
Thursday.

The victim, Abdus Samad
Sarkar, 65, of Ayshora village under
Basailupazila of Tangail, left Dhaka
for hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia
on November 26 with the first
batch of 301 Bangladeshi pilgrims
on a Biman Bangladesh Airlines
flight.

The victim was run over by a
speedingvehicle while crossing the
road after the Esha prayers at
Haram Sharif in Madina, victim's
family sources said.

He was buried in a grave in
Madina on Friday after the Juma
prayers, added the family
sources.

Lawyers
demonstrate
for and against
CJ's stay order

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The lawyers loyal to Awami League
(AL) and BNP yesterday demon-
strated on the Supreme Court (SC)
premises throughout the day for
and against the chief justice's stay-
ing the proceedings of the writ
petitions filed against the president.

No judicial work took place at
the country's apex court yesterday
due to the countrywide blockade
enforced by the AL-led 14-patry
combine. Additional policemen
were deployed there (o forestall
untoward incidents.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Rejoinders

Three high government officials in
separate rejoinders have said the
reports published in different
newspapers on their attending a
secreél meeting al ex-energy
adviser's office in Uttara on
November24 arenot true.

Food and Disaster Management
Secretary: Ehsan Ul Fattah in a
rejoinder to the news published in
The Daily Star on November 25
under "Secret meet of admin big

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Acting CEC bins NDI
claim of excess voters

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Acting Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Justice Mahfuzur Rahman
yesterday said the Election
Commission (EC) does not agree
with the National Democratic
Institute's (NDI) survey report claim
that there are 1.22 crore names regis-
tered in the voter list which are either
excessorduplicates.

"We do nolagree with the claim,”
the acting CEC said while talking to
journalists at his office after an NDI
team along with US Ambassador to
Bangladesh Patricia Butenis met
himto deliver their surveyreport.

The US ambassador told jour-
nalists that there are excess voters
in the voter list but most of them
are due to migration and there is
absolutely no indication that the
excess voters are on the roll due to
fraud ormanipulation.

The US based organisation
NDI's Residential Director Owen
Lippert said, "A transparent voters’
list would be part of an acceptable
election.”

"I thought it was crucial that we
had spent time with the Election
Commission because the survey
result is quite encouraging,”

Butenis told the awaiting newsmen
aftermeeting withthe CEC.

“The credibility of the voters' list
is the key issue now,” she said,
adding, "The NDI and we are inter-
ested to work with the Election
Commission on thisvoters' list."

"No party will benefit from
these excess voters or it could be
said that they all [political parties]
would suffer equally and there is
absolutely no evidence of manipu-
lation. [ think that's very encourag-
ing," observed the US envoy.

The NDI on Saturday unveiled
the survey report where they said
1.22 crore names registered in the
updated voter list are either excess
orduplicates.

"Their (NDI) report is not abso-
lutely correct,” the acting CEC said
adding that the NDI also con-
ducted this kind of survey in 2001
and later admitted there were
mistakesin thatreport.

Mahfuzur said the NDI's claim
that there are 1.22 crore excess
votersin the listis baseless.

Mahfuzur Rahman urged the
NDI team to be more specific so
that the Election Commission (EC)
could correct the voter list.

.He said the EC left no stone

unturned to find out the flaws in
thevoterlist.

On the possibility of changes of
the election schedule, the acting
CEC said, "We did not get any such
recommendation from the council
ofadvisers.”

Askedif thevoterlistis error-free,
Mahfuzur said it isnot that there are
no errorsin the listand the voter lists
of other countries are not flawless
eitherbuttheycanbe corrected,

He, however, pointed out that
the EC would not be able to correct
the errors or duplications in the
voter list of 2000, as there is a
Supreme Courtbar to correcting it.

"We're not saying that the list is
completely flawless but we're
trying our best to correct the
updatedlist,” he said.

Owen Lippert said, "We're not
saying that these are fake voters,
these are excess and duplicate
names, and it's because of migra-
tion fromvillageto cities.”

"We didn't find any fictitious
names in the voters'list,” he added
replyingtoaquestion.

Lippert said the flaws of the list
could be addressed by several
methods and the EC would make a
special effort to address the prob-
lem.
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