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Regueiro out 
for six months
 REUTERS, Madrid

Valencia's injury problems took 
another turn for the worse on 
Thursday when Uruguayan interna-
tional winger Mario Regueiro tore 
the cruciate ligament in his left knee 
in training. 

The club said that the 28-year-
old will be out of action for between 
six and seven months after twisting 
his knee as the team prepared for 
this weekend's match against 
Recreativo Huelva. 

Valencia have been plagued by 
injury this season with fellow 
midfielder Edu suffering the same 
ligament tear two weeks ago. 

Eight other players are on the 
treatment table including leading 
strikers David Villa and Fernando 
Morientes who are doubtful for the 
Recreativo match. 

Valencia have not won a league 
match in over a month and dropped 
to eighth in the Primera Liga follow-
ing last week's 1-0 defeat at home to 
Real Madrid. 

Sourav under 
the cosh
PTI, New Delhi 

Chairman of Selection Committee 
Dilip Vengsarkar woud leave on 
Thursday for Kolkata where 
Bengal will play their Ranji Trophy 
tie against Mumbai.

Sourav Ganguly will turn out 
for Bengal in the tie, which has 
assumed importance in the light 
of his selection to the Indian team 
on Thursday for the three-Test 
series against South Africa.

The left-hander made 43 and 
also picked a five-wicket match 
haul in Bengal's first Ranji game 
of the season against Punjab in 
Mohali last week.

Vengsarkar, who has been 
asked by BCCI President Sharad 
Pawar to join the team in South 
Africa, is likely to leave on 
December 10, five days ahead of 
the start of the first Test in 
Johannesburg.

Glue comes 
undone!
AFP, Doha 

Macau's women were disqualified 
from the Asian Games table tennis 
team event Thursday for using 
illegal glue on their bats.

They were found guilty of using 
"dangerous and high levels" of glue 
during routine testing of players' 
equipment, a Games official said.

"The level of aromatic solvent 
was 300 parts per million. Those are 
very dangerous, high levels," tech-
nical official Park Do Cheon said 
while announcing the quarterfinal 
draw of the women's team event.

The glue is used to stick the 
rubber to the bat but high levels can 
also help increase the spin and alter 
the speed of the ball.

Macau's women lost both their 
matches Wednesday 3-0, to 
Thailand and Singapore. Their men 
also lost and have bowed out of the 
team competition.

A spokesperson for the Macau 
team could not be reached.

AFP, Karachi 

Prolific scorer Mohammad Yousuf 
said the best thing about his world 
record for the most Test runs in a 
calendar year is his country will be 
mentioned whenever people talk 
about the new landmark.

"I am happy this world record has 
Pakistan's name," said Yousuf, who 
beat West Indian great Viv Richards' 
30-year-old mark with his 124 on the 
fourth day in the third Test against 
the West Indies on Thursday.

"I would like to dedicate the 
record to my mother, my wife and 
my brothers who have been a great 
support and are very happy about 
my success," said Yousuf, who rose 
from the slums of Lahore to make 
his Test debut in 1998.

Yousuf said his record was for his 
country.

"It is a great honour to create a 
world record. You play for your 
country, which is a great privilege, 
and to create history is a matter of 

great pride," said Yousuf, who also 
set a new Pakistan mark for a three-
Test series score of 665.

The 32-year-old right-handed 
batsman drove paceman Corey 
Collymore to the boundary to cross 
Richards' record tally and went on to 
set a new mark of 1,788 Test runs in 
11 Tests.

He also scored his ninth century 
of the year, beating his own record 
of eight that he set on Monday in the 
first innings. One of the previous 
holders for the century record was 
Richards, again in 1976.

Yousuf also equalled Australian 
great Don Bradman's record of 
scoring six centuries in successive 
Tests -- although it took him only five 
matches compared with Bradman's 
six.

But Yousuf played down the 
comparison with Richards and other 
Pakistani greats.

"I still feel that Richards and 
Brian Lara are the two greatest 
bastmen of this century. I had fol-
lowed Richards in my childhood and 
think he should still be regarded as 
the greatest.

"Lara is the best batsman of my 
time, scoring 400 runs in a Test 
innings is no mean achievement 
and Lara has done it," said Yousuf, 
referring to the master West Indian's 
highest Test score made against 
England at St. John's in 2004.

Lara hailed Yousuf's achieve-
ment, saying he had been phenom-
enal over the year.

"His is an excellent achievement. 
Nine hundreds in a year was never 
done before and the credit must be 
given to him. He has become a role 
model, not only for youngsters of 
Pakistan but also around the world," 
said Lara.

The West Indian captain, who 
before this Test had pledged he 
would come down hard on Yousuf to 
stop him from snatching Richards' 
record, said Yousuf's run of form 
was tremendous.

"I didn't like that the last 600 runs 
of his record because those were 
made against us -- but his run of 
form was tremendous," said Lara.

Yousuf at his modest best

AFP, Bridgetown 

With 100 days to go to the start of the 
2007 World Cup, officials in the 
Caribbean are frantically putting the 
finishing touches to arrangements for 
the hosting of the event.

International Cricket Council (ICC) 
and local organisers have just com-
pleted a crucial 'make-or-break' spin 
through the region to examine the 
stadia and assess the readiness of the 
nine countries hosting the matches.

All have been given the green light, 
with minor concerns about timelines 
for completion of some parts of the 
infra-structure.

Chris Dehring, managing director 
of CWC 2007, and Don Lockerbie, the 
event's venue development director, 
have constantly reminded officials in 
the nine host venue territories that time 
is of the essence.

They also reminded them that 
failure is not an option, and if one 
territory "messes up", then the whole 
Caribbean has "messed up", and they 
have kept officials on their toes with the 
threat of matches being switched to 
another venue.

In Barbados, where the final will be 
contested on April 28, the government 
is spending 67.5 million dollars on 
upgrading the famous Kensington 
Oval.

This does not cover major improve-
ments to the island's airport, roads, 
medical, and other ancillary facilities.

This sort of development is taking 
place in all, if not most of the nine host 
territories which also include Antigua, 
Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, St. Kitts, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Trinidad.

In Antigua, they have built a com-
pletely new stadium with the help of 
the Chinese government which will 
carry the name of the island's most 
famous son of the soil, Sir Vivian 
Richards, the former West Indies 
batting legend of the 1970s and 
1980s.

The Chinese have also helped 
Grenada which was ravaged by two 
major hurricanes in the last five years 
to reconstruct the Queen's Park 
Stadium.

Guyana has leaned on the Indian 
government for help to construct the 
new Providence Stadium to replace 
the Bourda Oval sward which was 
outdated and flooded every time it 
clouded over the capital of 
Georgetown.

Jamaica and Trinidad too, the most 
populous of the English-speaking 
Caribbean nations, as well as St. 
Vincent have followed Barbados and 
have also made improvements to the 
long-serving Sabina Park, Queen 
Park Oval, and Arnos Vale respec-
tively.

St. Lucia opened the Beausejour 
Stadium four years ago and have 
hosted Tests and one-day internation-
als, while St. Kitts inaugurated the new 
Warner Park earlier this year when 
India visited the Caribbean.

In all, airports, roads, medical and 
other ancillary facilities have all been 
spruced up to meet the challenge of 
hosting the 100,000 visitors which 
organisers estimate will come for the 
event.

Detractors have argued whether it 
was necessary to spend so heavily on 
the event, but Dehring has constantly 
indicated that some of the develop-
ment was necessary, and had been 
fast-tracked by eager governments 
looking to put on a good show for the 
World.

Security, a major, major concern in 
an era of terrorist plots and threats, has 
also received extensive attention.

The United States and Britain, both 
long-time allies of the region, as well as 
South Africa, host of the 2003 tourna-
ment, have all offered technical and 
financial assistance to the Caribbean 
nations.

Police officers and military person-
nel have undergone extensive coun-
ter-terrorism measures, and they will 
also receive human resource support 
from the United States, Britain, and 

South Africa.
All of the territories have signed into 

law Sunset Legislation with hefty fines 
for security breaches at grounds, but it 
also covers the host nations sharing 
immigration information, and offering 
one entry visa for travellers for the 
period of the World Cup.

But it has not all been smooth 
sailing.

There are still some unanswered 
questions about accommodation, and 
the fickle intra-regional travel service 
which the venue inspection team 
experienced for themselves on a 
recent trip from Guyana to Grenada.

Several pieces of luggage were left 
behind, and it prompted a stern repri-
mand from Dehring to operators of 
regional airlines.

There may be more concerns 
about airline travel for Dehring and his 
team of planners in the New Year, 
when all four of the major regional air 
carriers --  BWIA, LIAT, Caribbean 
Star, and Air Jamaica -- will undergo 
either significant restructuring 
programmes, or mergers.

The other critical area of opera-
tions which officials have not 
addressed with any confidence is 
accommodation.

Major hotels have charged 
mega-bucks for premium rooms, 
much to anger of organisers, and 
Dehring has expressed concern 
that this may drive away some of the 
extra-regional visitors that had 
planned to come for the event.

To combat the problem, local 
organisers have pursued a 'bed and 
breakfast' programme as well as 
calling in cruise ships.

Ticketing officials have recorded 
55 per cent sales of seats for the 
matches, with the final in Barbados, 
all but sold out.

Prices in some cases remain out 
of reach for the average Caribbean 
citizen, with a premium seat for the 
final costing 300 dollars, six times 
the price for a similar seat at the 
Wanderers in Johannesburg four 
years ago.

Caribbean show awaits

AFP, Port Elizabeth 

Virender Sehwag, India's stand-in 
captain, looked ahead to a three-
match Test series after his side took 
a third successive pounding from 
South Africa's fast bowlers in the 
fourth one-day international at St 
George's Park Wednesday.

South Africa clinched the series 
with an 80-run win after India were 
swept aside for 163.

Herschelle Gibbs, caught off a 
no-ball when he had two, made 93 
not out to anchor the South African 
innings after the home side again 
lost early wickets.

Pointing to a lack of substantial 
partnerships among the top order 
batsmen, Sehwag said: "We have 
a long tour with three Test matches. 
We have lost the one-day series 
but we are looking forward to the 
next games."

Sehwag said experienced 
batsman VVS Laxman, on his way 
to replace injured captain Rahul 
Dravid, would strengthen the 
batting for the final one-day game 
at Centurion Sunday.

South African captain Graeme 
Smith said: "We haven't batted at 
our best but we have shown a lot of 
character and we have bowled and 
fielded well. The energy the guys 
have shown has been terrific and 
we haven't given them a chance to 
get a sniff."

India made a promising start, 
with Wassim Jaffer and Sehwag 
putting on 23 before Jaffer was 
caught at slip off Makhaya Ntini in 
the sixth over.

Within the next four overs, the 
match was effectively over as a 
contest with Sachin Tendulkar and 
Sehwag, the side's most senior 
batsmen, falling to Shaun Pollock 
and Ntini respectively.

Mohammad Kaif was run out and 
Mahendra Dhoni played one extrav-
agant shot too many as India 
slumped to 82 for five on a ground 
where conditions are generally 
more difficult for the side batting 
second under floodlights.

Left-handed all-rounder Irfan 
Pathan was defiant to the end, 
making 47 not out to give the total 
some respectability.

Justin Kemp took three wickets 

and Pollock and Ntini two each as 
South Africa took a winning 3-0 
lead in the five-match series. The 
first match was rained out.

It was yet another disappointing 
result for India after they had put 
the home side under pressure 
early on.

Indian opening bowler Zaheer 
Khan continued his dominance 
over Smith as the host nation had 
to fight back after losing early 
wickets for a third successive 
match.

Sehwag, captaining the side 
because of a fractured right middle 
finger suffered by Dravid, handled 
his bowlers skillfully on a slow 
pitch, making good use of his 
slower bowlers as South Africa lost 
wickets at regular intervals.

Smith again won the toss but 
the left-handed opener was out for 
the third consecutive time to the 
left-armed Khan. In three matches 
he has faced just seven balls from 
Khan and failed to score a run 
against him. The only run he has 
made in the series was against 
Munaf Patel in the first match.

Khan trapped his man leg 
before wicket playing across the 
line, his second such dismissal. 
Smith was bowled in his other 
innings.

Opening partner Loots Bosman 
was also out for nought, bowled by 
Shanthakumaran Sreesanth.  
Jacques Kallis made an impres-
sive 49 with nine boundaries as he 
and Gibbs put on 69 for the third 
wicket after Gibbs, on two, pulled a 
no-ball from Sreesanth straight to 
Sehwag at square leg.

Veteran  leg-sp inner  An i l  
Kumble dismissed Kallis with his 
first ball and followed up with the 
wicket of AB de Villiers. Kumble 
took two for 42 and was the only 
bowler to complete his quota of ten 
overs.

The sides meet in a Twenty20 
international in Johannesburg 
Friday before the fifth and final 
one-day international in Centurion 
Sunday.

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard of the fourth one-day 
international between South Africa 
and India at St George's Park in 
Port Elizabeth on Wednesday. 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Smith lbw b Zaheer Khan  0 

Bosman b Sreesanth  0 
Kallis c Dhoni b Kumble  49 
Gibbs not out  93 
A de Villiers lbw b Kumble  13 
Boucher lbw b Sehwag  29 
Kemp c Sehwag b Tendulkar  0 
Pollock run out (Kumble)  37 
Hall run out (Karthik)  13 
Nel not out  0 
Extras: (b-1, lb-4, nb-2, w-2)  9 
Total: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs)  243 
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-6, 3-75, 4-93, 
5-154, 6-155, 7-216, 8-240 
Bowler O M 
R W
Zaheer 8 1 
38 1
Sreesanth 7 1 
29 1
Agarkar 5 0 
33 0
Pathan 7 0 
28 0
Kumble 10 0 
42 2
Sehwag 5 0 
22 1
Tendulkar 8 0 
46 1
INDIA 
Jaffer c Smith b Ntini  10 
Sehwag c Bosman b Ntini  18 
Tendulkar c Boucher b Pollock  1 
Kaif run out (Bosman)  10 
Karthik c Nel b Kemp  17 
Dhoni c sub (Prince) b Nel  26 
Pathan not out  47 
Agarkar c Hall b Kemp  6 
Zaheer c Boucher b Kallis  11 
Kumble c Smith b Pollock  2 
Sreesanth c De Villiers b Kemp  3 
Extras: (b-2, lb-2, nb-5, w-3)  12 
Total: (All out in 38.1 overs)  163 
Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-24, 3-38, 4-
39, 5-82, 6-109, 7-128, 8-145, 9-
150 
Bowler O M R W
Pollock 10 2 23 2
Ntini 9 1 34 2
Kallis 8 1 41 1
Nel 7 0 40 1
Kemp 4.1 0 21 3 
Result: South Africa win by 80 
runs 
Man-of-the-match: Herschelle 
Gibbs (RSA) 
Series: South Africa lead 3-0. 
Umpires: B Doctrove (WIS), I 
Howell (RSA). 
Remaining matches: Dec 1, 
Johannesburg (Twenty20 interna-
tional)
Dec 3, Centurion (fifth ODI). 

India shift focus

FROM PAGE 24

"It is excellent, to score nine hun-
dreds in a year and near 1,800 runs 
in a year. Yousuf deserves all the 
credit. His run of form is tremen-
dous, but I didn't like the last 600 he 
scored this season," said Lara, who 
added his team could still save the 
match.

"Our minds will not be on the 
total, but to bat out the day."

The West Indies were again 
sloppy in the field as Ganga grassed 
Yousuf in the penultimate over 
before lunch off part-timer Sarwan, 
when the batsman was on 68.

Paceman Jerome Taylor then 
spilled a simple chance off his own 
bowling when Yousuf was on 87. 
Yousuf once again capitalised on 
the fumble to punish the West Indian 
bowlers.

Yousuf hit paceman Dwayne 
Bravo for his 14th boundary to reach 
his 23rd Test century off just 125 
balls -- his second of the match.

It meant he beat his own record 
of eight Test centuries in a year, set 
with his fighting 102 in the first 
innings. 

The previous mark of seven was 
held by Richards (1976) and Sri 
Lanka's Aravinda de Silva (1997).

Yousuf was finally bowled round 
his legs by part-timer Ramnaresh 
Sarwan. He hit 15 boundaries 
during his 294-minute knock.

Meanwhile Hafeez, also dropped 
by Bravo on 103, reached his sec-
ond Test century with his 10th 
boundary off Taylor, before the fast 
bowler forced an edge for Denesh 
Ramdin to take a catch behind the 
stumps.

Pakistan lost Shoaib Malik and 
Abdul Razzaq for 10 each before 
Inzamam, who scored his only 50 of 

the series, declared the innings.
Yousuf became the sixth 

Pakistani batsman to score a cen-
tury in each innings of a Test, follow-
ing Hanif Mohammad, Javed 
Miandad, Wajahatullah Wasti, 
Inzamam and Yasir Hameed.

When on 43, Yousuf further 
surpassed the Pakistan record for 
the most runs in a three-match 
series, set by former great Zaheer 
Abbas with 583 made against India 
in 1978. Yousuf's series total is 665.

And he equalled Australian great 
Don Bradman's record of scoring six 
centuries in successive Tests -- 
although it took Yousuf only five 
matches compared with Bradman's 
six.

Yousuf has now scored four 
hundreds in five innings against the 
West Indies since his 192 in 
Pakistan's nine-wicket win in the 
first Test in Lahore. He also made 
191 in the drawn second Test at 
Multan.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at close on the fourth 
day of the third and final Test 
between Pakistan and the West 
Indies at the National Stadium in 
Karacki on Thursday.
PAKISTAN: 1st innings 304 
(Mohammad Yousuf 102; Collymore 
3-57) 
WEST INDIES: 1st innings 260 
(Ganga 81, Ramdin 50; Umar Gul 4-
79) 
PAKISTAN: Second innings (over-
night 130-2) 
Hafeez c Ramdin b Taylor  104 
Farhat c Ramdin b Powell  20 
Younis lbw b Gayle  38 
Yousuf b Sarwan  124 
Inzamamul Haq not out  58 
Shoaib b Collymore  10 

Razzaq c Gayle b Sarwan  10 
Extras: (b-13, lb-21, w-1)  35 
Total: (For 6 wkts in 123 overs dec.)  399 
Fall of wickets: 1-43, 2-122, 3-271, 
4-365, 5-384, 6-399 
Bowler O M R W
Taylor 24 8 60 1
Collymore 22 10 52 1
Powell 24 6 70 1
Bravo 19 1 68 0
Gayle 15 2 38 1
Sarwan 17.5 0 70 2
Chanderpaul 2 0 7 0 
WEST INDIES: Second innings 
Gayle b Gul  2 
Ganga lbw b Nazir  2 
Lara not out  18 
Sarwan not out  11 
Extras: (b-4, lb-1, nb-1)  6 
Total: (For 2 wkts in 9.2 overs)  39 
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-17 
Bowler O M R W
Gul 5 0 25 1
Nazir 4.2 2 9 1 

Yousuf breaks Viv's record 
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Workers who helped refurbish the 
50,000-seater showpiece Khalifa 
Stadium said contractors continue 
to rob them of a slice of their paltry 
wages.

"The company for which I work 
promised to pay me 1,000 rials (275 
dollars) a month, but its (Indian) 
manager is only paying 750 rials 
(206 dollars)," said Raju Nat, a 24-
year-old Indian.

Inside the stadia, early action 
has been played out in ghost-like 
atmospheres.

The group stages of the football 
tournament, which kicked-off on 
Tuesday, have yet to capture the 
imagination of the public with only 
the match between Qatar and 
Jordan keeping the stewards gain-
fully employed.

The athletes village, which will be 
converted into a hospital after the 

tournament, has also had to con-
tend with a chicken pox scare.

Two members of the Maldives 
volleyball team were diagnosed with 
the disease while another showed 
signs that he too was infected.

The entire team was then moved 
out of the athletes village. As a result 
of the outbreak, the team was forced 
to cancel its match against Taiwan 
on Tuesday.

Also missing out on volleyball 
action was the Palestinian territories 
team who failed to make it out of the 
Gaza strip in time. The same fate 
befell their table tennis squad who 
were forced to skip their opening 
team event clash on Wednesday.

On Thursday, there will be action 
in five sports.

China's badminton world cham-
pion Lin Dan got the team event off 
to a flying start with a 21-19, 21-11 
win over Anup Sridhar of India, but 

his build-up was far from perfect.

"I heard our driver went to get 

coffee, so I lost 20 minutes of prepa-

ration time," said Lin who was also 

unhappy with the playing conditions 

at the Aspire Dome.

"There was a little bit of wind 

blowing around the venue because 

of the ventilation."

The men's and women's table 

tennis team event reaches the 

quarter-final stage, the baseball 

round robin continues while the 

preliminary round of the men's 

basketball gets underway.  

In women's football, Asian Cup 

winners China open with a match 

against Thailand while defending 

champions North Korea face 

Vietnam.

Asiad starts today
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the feat. I think all I have achieved is 
because of hard work,” he said.

On his way to 100 ODI wickets, 
Rafique bowled Sean Williams 
before Aftab Ahmed clutched to a 
magnificent running catch at long-
off off his bowling to put an end to 
Brendan Taylor's fight.

The veteran cricketer, however, 
was not sure to be branded as an all-
rounder.

“Actually I was important as a 
batsman in the team earlier but now 
we some good players in the top 
order. I now only concentrate on my 
bowling to serve the team best,” he 
explained. "I always love competi-
tion to keep my place intact in the 
team which is the key behind my 
success."

Rafique's unique 

FROM PAGE 24

England look likely to play two 
spinners after coach Duncan 
Fletcher said he wanted to use 
Monty Panesar alongside Ashley 
Giles on the spin-friendly Adelaide 
Oval, with James Anderson set to 
drop out.

Misfiring pace man Steve 
Harmison has been working in the 
nets to recapture the bowling 
rhythm which deserted him so 
spectacularly in Brisbane. But he is 
expected to keep his place.

"Harmy has worked unbelievably 
hard this week, he wants to show he 
is better than what he was last 
week," Flintoff said.

"He has been coming to the nets 
early and on his own working with 
(bowling coach) Kevin Shine to get 
back to what we know he can do and 
there's been a massive improve-
ment in his bowling this week.

"He's desperate to give some-
thing to the side and he's quite open 
about that. You know what you're 
getting from Harmy, he's tries every 
time, it might not happen for him but 
I'm sure a good performance from 
him is just around the corner."

Australia, keen to preserve a 
balanced team, have shied away 

from bringing in Stuart MacGill in a 
tandem leg-spin attack with Shane 
Warne following the continuing 
unavailability of injured all-rounder 
Shane Watson.

Warne generally does well in 
Adelaide, his third most productive 
ground with 51 wickets in 12 Tests at 
a 29.20 average.

If McGrath does not make it his 
place will be taken by either Shaun 
Tait or Mitchell Johnson.

England have drawn on the 
similarities between the start of this 
series and the last one.

McGrath led Australia to a 239-
run victory at Lord's in 2005, but 
after he pulled out on the morning of 
the second Test at Edgbaston with 
an ankle injury, the visitors lost the 
Test and eventually the series.

The Adelaide Oval is a high-
scoring ground with the Australians 
amassing 500-plus in three of their 
last four Tests here with four bats-
men scoring double-centuries -- 
West Indies' Brian Lara (226) last 
year, Justin Langer (215) against 
New Zealand in 2004 and Ricky 
Ponting (242) and Indian Rahul 
Dravid (233) in the 2003 Test loss to 
India.

England last won here three 

tours ago in 1995 when Australia 
were bowled out for 156 in the fourth 
innings for Mike Atherton's team to 
win by 106 runs.

England have won eight of 28 
Tests in Adelaide with five drawn, 
and the toss will be important here 
with first use of the pitch expected to 
offer the most runs.

Curator Les Burdett said the 
Adelaide pitch offers batsmen a 
chance to play their shots but it will 
crack through the game.

TEAMS
AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting 
(captain), Adam Gilchrist, Stuart 
Clark, Michael Clarke, Matthew 
Hayden, Mike Hussey, Mitchell 
Johnson, Justin Langer, Brett Lee, 
Damien Martyn, Glenn McGrath, 
Shaun Tait, Shane Warne.
ENGLAND (from): Andrew Flintoff 
(captain), Andrew Strauss, Alastair 
Cook, Ian Bell, Paul Collingwood, 
Kevin Pietersen, Geraint Jones, 
Ashley Giles, Matthew Hoggard, 
Steve Harmison, James Anderson, 
Monty Panesar.

Freddie banks on spirit

Indian-born K S Ranjitsinjhi was England's 
second player to hit a Test century on debut 
after W G Grace. 

Fabio Cannavaro
(Italy captain)
"For me the whole thing is a dream 
as I never thought I'd win the Ballon 
d'Or. It's very difficult for a defender 
to win this award and it's an impor-
tant recognition for this category of 
players."
After winning the European 
Footballer of the Year award.

FROM PAGE 21

holds an exceptional 30-plus aver-
age in both versions of the game.

Mehrab Hossain (13 off 51 balls) 
may have not fulfilled the expecta-
tion as the new opening partner of 
Nafees but together, they shared 72 
runs.

“He was a bit nervous today but I 
honestly believe that he will show 
his potential as an opener. I opened 
the innings with him (Mehrab) when 
we played together in the A team 
and we had some massive partner-
ships. I have hardly any doubt about 
his talent,” he assured.

On the other hand Aftab, who 
heaped praise on Nafees's ton, 
admitted that he has taken too long 
to score one thousand runs but said 
that he has changed his mind to 
overcome the flaws in his batting. 

“I do agree that 43 matches is too 
much to achieve the feat but I am 
now more focused on my batting. I 
am satisfied because I was there to 
end the job today,” said the 
Chittagonian, who said he was 
hungry for a hundred.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the first one-day 
international between Bangladesh 
and Zimbabwe at the Khulna 
Divisional Stadium on Thursday. 
ZIMBABWE 
Taylor c Ahmed b Rafique  38 
Matsikenyeri b Razzak  27 
Williams b Rafique  2 
Chibhabha c Mashud b Saqibul  19 
Masakadza c Mashrafee b 
Saqibul  3 
Chigumbura b Hossain  31 
Nkala c Moashrafee b Razzak  22 
Brent b Razzak  20 
Higgins not out  7 
Utseya st Mashud b Razzak  6 
Extras: (lb-4, nb-2, w-3)  9 
Total: (For 9 wickets in 
50 overs)  184 
Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-63, 3-91, 4-
95, 5-100, 6-143, 7-158, 8-178, 9-
184 
Bowler O M R W
Mashrafee  10 0 42 0
Sahadat 9 0 32 1
Razzak 10 1 33 4
Rafique 10 1 35 2
Saqibul 10 2 30 2
Mehrab 1 0 8 0 
BANGLADESH 
Nafees not out  105 
Mehrab c & b Williams  13 
Aftab not out  60 
Extras: (lb-1, nb-4, w-3)  8 
Total: (For 1wicket in 
45.3 overs) 186 
Fall of wicket: 1-72 
Bowler O M R W
Brent 10 1 34 0
Ireland 6 0 40 0
Chigumbura 4 1 12 0
Utseya 10 0 42 0
Williams 10 0 26 1
Higgins 4.3 0 29 0
Nkala 1 0 2 0 
Result: Bangladesh win by nine 
wickets. 
Man-of-the-match: Shahriar 
Nafees (Bangladesh)
Toss: Zimbabwe 
Umpires: Nadir Shah (BAN) and 
Suresh Shastri (IND) 
Second one-dayer: At Bogra on 
Sunday 

Nafees goes
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Jahurul Islam cashed in, scoring a 

212-ball hundred to give Rajshahi 

some semblance of pride. Shuvo 

was unbeaten with Jahurul, who 

smote 12 boundaries and a six in 

his knock.

KHULNA v SYLHET

Resuming on 137-3, Khulna also 

looked to consolidate and give 

Sylhet no chance in winning the 

match. Both overnight batsmen 

Manzarul Islam and Sajjadul 

Hasan fell early and so it was 

Asadullah Khan (44), Mohammad 

Salim (29) and Sadik Khan (21) 

who slowed things down as Khulan 

only declared at the fag end of the 

day with the score on 272 for nine.

Part-timer Golam Mabud was 

the pick of Sylhet attack taking 

three wickets while seamer Hasibul 

Hossain took two wickets. 

SCORES IN BRIEF

DHAKA: 286 and 227-4 dec. in 88 

overs (Javed 28, Uttam 77, Anwar 

9, Shamsur 58*, Shahriar 34, 

Marshall 18*; Shuvo 3-79, Kabir 1-

41); RAJSHAHI: 200 and 165-2 in 

55 overs (Jahurul 100*, Raqibul 4, 

Farhad 34, Shuvo 19*; Sharif 1-9).

Result: Match drawn.

Man-of-the-match: Mosharraf 

Hossain (Dhaka).

CHITTAGONG: 313 and 299-8 

dec. BARISAL: 238 and 193-6 in 91 

overs (Imran 21, Hannan 10, Ariful 

2, Bashar 20, Humayun 73*, Rajan 

3, Arafat 139, Shahin 5*; Sabbir 2-

94, Datta 1-97, Ehsanul 1-18).

Result: Match drawn.

Man-o f - the -match :  A ra fa t  

Salahuddin (Barisal).

KHULNA: 306 and 272-9 dec. in 

111.1 overs (Shafiul 16, Sajjadul 

69, Sahagir 0, Salahuddin 10, 

Manzarul 38, Asad 44, Salim 29, 

Sadik 21, Dollar 12, Monjurul 0*, 

Shiblu 0*; Hasibul 2-72, Nabil 1-54, 

Mabud 3-46, Kapali 1-37, Imtiaz 1-

7, Rezaul 1-18); SYLHET: 270 and 

87-3 in 22 overs (Rahman 4, Imtiaz 

47, Ejaz 1, Rezaul 26*, Khadem 0*; 

Dollar 1-21, Salim 1-12, Sadik 1-

16).

Result: Match drawn.

Man-of-the-match: Manzarul 

Islam (Khulna).

Arafat denies 
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