Parties challenge in court
president's becoming CA

Two more writ petitions filed on CA's executive power exercise,

move to declare poll schedule before

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Besides their street agitations over
the issues of chief adviser's
appointment and authority and
the Election Commission (EG), a
number of political parties yester-
day joined the Awami League (AL)
led 14-party alliance in a legal
battle against the caretaker govern-
ment chiefandthe EC,

Eleven leaders of the 14-party
alliance, Jatiya Party (JP), Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP), Zacar
Party--afaction ofIslami OikyaJote
(10]); andIslamic Front jointly filed
three writ petitions in the High
Court against the president's
assumption of the post of chief
adviser, his manner of exercising
executive power, and the EC move
to declare election schedule before

finalising the voterlist.

The High Court is likely to hear
the petitions today:

In a late-night development,
President/Chiel Adviser lajuddin
Ahmed called Attorney General Al
Mohammad Ali to the Bangabhaban
to briefhim (president) on the impli-
cationsofthe petitions,

Coming out of the Bangabhaban
at around 11:40pm, the attomney
general declined to speak to the
journalists waitingoutside.

In one petition, the petitioners
asked for court direction to Chief
Adviser lajuddin Ahmed to hand
over the office of the chiefl adviser
“to a person who is competent,
qualified, eligible, available and
entitled to claim the valid legal title
to such publicoffice.”

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Ay

finalising voter list

PHOTO: STAR

Awami League General Secretary Abdul Jalil and Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud leaving the High Court premises yesterday after filing three cases
againstthe caretaker governmentand the Election Commission.

www.thedailystar.net

CG should take
collective

decision
Says Adviser Akbar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Adviser Akbar Ali Khan
yesterday said the caretaker gov-
ernment should take collective
decisions to keep the president's
office above all controversies,

The adviser said the presidentis
the highest post of the state. "So we
(the adwvisers) want to keep him
(the president) above all disputes,”
Akbar said during his first meet
with reporters after he, along with
four other advisers, refrained from
attending their offices on Thursday
-- allegedly protesting the chief
adviser's unilateral decision on
differentissues.

He said the president would be
above controversies if the caretaker
government took collective deci-
sions on different issues and, only
then, the caretaker government
would face all the criticism.

Akbar said they (the advisers)
came to power only for three
months and that iswhy they arenot
afraid of being disputed, but the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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EC leaves mistakes for
people to correct

Goes ahead with declaring polls schedule this week

SHAKHAWAT LITON

Reiterating its stance of announc-
ing the election schedule thisweek,
the Election Commission (EC)
yesterday finally put the responsi-
bility on the citizens to correct the
mistakes an the updated voter list
and for including new names on
thelist.

Despite the popular demand for
correcting the mistakes on the
controversial updated® voter list
and forincluding names of eligible
peaple, the EC did not initiate any
measure of its own to do the task.
Rather on the eve of announcing
the election schedule, it just
reminded the people and its field
level officials about the existing
legal provisions for deletion and
inclusion ofnames onthevoterlist.

Directed by the EC, ils secretar-
iat yesterday afternoon sent writ-
ten directives to field level election

officials for carrying out the EC's
decision. But it gave a very limited
time frame for the task of deletion
and inclusion of names on the
voler list as it had planned’ to
announce the clection schedule
thisweek.

According to the directives, the
field level election ofticials will be
able to include or delete any name
on the voterlist on their own till the
announcement of the election
schedule, Once the election sched-
ule is announced, the power of
deleting or including names on the
voter list will be exercised only by
the EC itself. At that time, the field
level election officials will only be
able 1o send their recommenda-
tions Lo the ECfor consideration.

So, if the election schedule is
announced this week, the process
of deleting or including names on
the voter list by the election offi-
cials will continue only for a few

days.

Before and after the announce-
ment of the electipn schedule,
people applying for being regis-
tered as voters will have to submit
receipts of municipal tax payment
or house rent or payment to local
guards, and affidavits of age or
attested copies of SSC centificates
with their applications on pre-
scribed forms.

Regarding deletion of names
from the voter list, people will also
have to apply on prescribed forms to
districtorupazila election officers.

To update the existing voler list
in last July, the EC failed to get
response from the people as it did
not send its staff to door to door
visits for gettingthe jobdone. Inthe
face of severe criticism, the EC
finally sent its staff to door to door
visits, but in absence of a prace-
dure for checking the authenticity

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Reconstitute EC, then. Bangabhaban sit-in today

declare polls schedule:

- admin, EC reconstitution

14-party asks [ajuddin

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A l4-party delegation met
Presidentand Chief Adviser (CA) of
the caretaker government (CG)
Iajuddin Ahmed yesterday and told
him that announcement of sched-
ules for next general election would
not be acceptable before reconsti-
tution of Election Commission
.(EC) and correction of the updated
voterlist. : :

Removal of ac
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Justice Mahfuzur Rahman and
Election Commissioner SM
Zakaria must be done before
reconstitution of the EC, the dele-
gationtold the CA.

The three-member delegation

ting Chief

Mokammel Hague also asked the
CA to meet their 1'1-point demand
before announcing the schedules.

that there are several rules before
announcement of polls schedules.
The primary voter list will have to

have to be carrected if there is any
objection. Then it should go for
printing and be published before
announcement of the schedules,”

told a press briefing at Al's
Dhanmondiofficein the capital.

Demand for voter list correction, neutral

; : , i STARE CORRESPONDENT
comprising Abdul Jalil, barrister :
Rokanuddin Mahmud and M :

The 14-party alliance, its like-

« minded political parties and alli-
: ances will stage a sit-in around the
. Bangabhaban today demanding
"We have told the chief adviser :

depoliticisation of the administra-

: tion, "meaningiul” reconstitution of
. the Election Commission (EC) and
- gorrections of theupdated voterlist.
be made open for people. It will -

They also demand resignation

! of Chief Adviser (GA) to the
- Caretaker Government (CG) Prof
+ Tajuddin Ahmed from the post as
. he"failedto playaneutralrole."

14-party coordinator Abdul Jalil :

The 14-party alliance yesterday

- fixed 10 spots in the capital from
: which theywouldstartfor the sit-in
Jalil told Iajuddin that the :
announcementofscheduleswould
SEEPAGESCOL1 |

programme around Bangabhaban.
Meanwhile, Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) under its Ordinance

"to ensure security and protect
governiment and public property”
imposed a ban on staging sit-ins
around Bangabhaban and laying
siege toitfrommidnight today:

Jatiya Oikya Front, Jatiya Party
(Ershad) and a number of Islamic
political parties will hold simulta-
neous programmes with the
Awami League-led 14-party alli-
ance's programme o press home
theit common demands.

The alliance and other political
parties would also stage similar sit-
in programmes around the EC
Secretariat tomorrow demanding
the same.

Postponing the non-stop block-
ade on November 23, the Awami
League (AL) President Sheikh
Hasina had declared the sit-in

demaonstration from 10:00am to
2:00pm in order to realise their 11-
pointdemand.

Hasina said the CA failed to
perform his duties neutrally, add-
ing, "He should step down from the
post of CA and appoint a non-
partisan person asthe CAasperthe
constitution to hold a free and fair
election,”

Afterthe chief election commis-
sioner (CEC) went on a three-
month leave on Wednesday, the AL
now focuses on their demands for
removal of the two other controver-
sial election commissioners —
Mahfuzur Rahman and SM Zakaria

- and the appointments of two
"uncontroversial and acceptable”

peoplereplacing them.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Mahmud to
hold more
meetings
in future

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Defending his controversial meet-

ing with in-service government : A b
. polls responsibility
a "social gathering", former energy :
adviser Mahmudur Rahman yes- :
terday said the news revealed by :

officials at Uttaraon Friday night as

the media is "half true, distorted
and motivated”.

Mahmudur said he often
arranges such social gatherings of
his large number of friends and

well-wishers and will organise :

more in future.
"A similar programme took

place on Friday where around 30 :
guests were invited--around 15 of -

them non-government and 15

government officials, and only one

SEE PAGEZ COL 1
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No investigation
Initiated yet

. Advisers against giving 'em

STAR REPORT

: Criticising the officials who
. attended a secret meeting at for-
: mer Board of Investment chief
: MahmudurRahman's Uttara office
. on Friday, advisers to the caretaker
- povernment said these officials
: should not be given any election-
- relatedresponsibility,

No investigation against these
. officialswasinitiated until yesterday.

:  Sources, however, said the
: Cabinet Division will soon send a

proposal to the president to form a
committee and probetheincident.
The home ministry is also plan-
ning to investigate the matter
separately. =

Energy Adviser Hasan Mashhud
told the press yesterday that the
advisers discussed the matter with
the presidenton Saturday.

"The president said he is expect-
ing an intelligence report based on
which he would take action,” he
said.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

Pilgrims heading for Makkah sitinside the firsthajj flight of Bangladesh Biman that left Dhaka yesterday moming.
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Ershad expels
GM Quader
from JP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

GM Quader, presidium member of.

the Jatiya Party (JP), was expelled
from the party by JP Chairman and
his elder brother HM Ershad' last
night.

Ershad' issued the order from
London in a fax message, Sunil
Shuvo Ray, press secretary to the JP
chairman, told The Daily Star.

Party sources hinted that the
former lawmaker's joining the
Awami League led 14-party leaders
in filing a case challenging the
authority of the Chiel Adviser
miglit be the reason for his expul-
sion.

GMrQuader could not be con-
tacted forhis comments.

Concern over delay in
appointing new ECs

Advisers find post of acting CEC unconstitutional

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the controversy over assump-
tion of the post of acting chiel
election commissioner (CEC) by
Justice Mahfuzur Rahman mount-
ing, President Iajuddin Ahmed has
yet to appoint the two new election
commissioners that he earlier
decided todo on November22.

The Election Commission (EC)
led by Justice Mahfuzur Rahman,
who authorised himself as the
acting CEC on last Thursday by
convening a commission meeting,
is now planning to announce the
election schedule this week, trig-

gering a fresh spell of controversy
evenin absence of rather infamous
CECMA Aziz.

Secretary to the EC Secretariat
Abdur Rashid Sarkar last night called
on President/Chief Adviser Iajuddin
Ahmedat the Bangabhaban.

The president wanted to know
from him the EC’s preparations for
the upcoming election. The EC
secretary told Iajuddin that imme-
diate appointment of two more
commissioners will help the com-
mission gear up better for the polls,
said Bangabhaban sources.

The president on November 18
first dlisclosed his desire to appoint

two more election commissioners
and again on November 22, follow-
ing Aziz's announcement of taking
aleave of absence, he informed the
nation through a speech that he
had decided to appoint two more
election commissioners.

But no new clection commis-
sioner has been appointed vyet
although four days have passed
since his address to the nation and
questions are heing raised even in
the EC Secretariatabout the delay.

It has been a mystery why the
president is delaying the appoint-
ment of two more election |l

SEE PAGE2COL S [l

4-party to hold
rallies to protest
‘plot’ against polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP- led four-party alliance
will hring out procession and hold
rally in all divisional and district
headqguarters today and tomorrow
o protest a 'conspiracy’ of the
Awami Leapgue led 14-party com-
bineto foilthe elections.

The alliance will also press for
announcement of the election
schedule at earliest. The Dhaka city
unit of the alliance will organise a
rally in front of the BNP central
office today. Senior alliance leaders
willaddress the rally.

Earlier, four party leaders from
their rally held at announced that
the rally would be hold at
Muktangon.

SEE PAGE15COL 3

Khaleda sees plot against
democracy, constitution

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
yesterday said a conspiracyis being
hatched against the country and
the conspirators are trying to
destroy the democracy, the consti-
tution and importantinstitutions.

Urging teachers to work for her
party in the upcoming elections,
she said, "Teachers should work for
BNP if they wanted to protect the
country's independence and
sovereignty.”

She was addressing a teachers’
views-exchange meeting organ-
ised by Shikkhak Karmachari Oikya
Jote at Biam auditorium in the city
yesterday.

"Thope youwillwork forme and
1 will also work for you," she told
theteachers.

Hundreds of teachers from
across the countryjoined the meet-
ing and they were chanting slogans
expressing their support to the
BNP chairperson.

Khaleda did not make any com-
ments on the demand of teachers’
job nationalisation if voted to
power again. She did say that she
would provide free education for
femalesup to graduationlevel.

Blasting her political opponents,
the former prime minister said,
"Awami League (AL) has not only
failed to lead the country, but also
mastered the artof destroyingit.”

"They could not have had
enforced programmes like the
blockade if theyloved the country,”
she said adding that AL destroyed
the country while they were in
power and even now, they plan to
destroy the nation's future genera-
tions by creating anarchy in the
educationsector.

Khaleda also alleged that the AL
destroyed the country's defence in
the past by creating their own
forces.

She questioned why the AL was
raising demands to the caretaker
governmenl when no previous
caretaker government faced such
demands.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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