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Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Down Memory Lane

Artist: Rafiqun Nabi

Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
Bengal Shilpalaya, House no-275/F,
Road no-27 (Old), Dhanmondi
Date: November 20-December 3
Time: 12:00pm-8:00pm

Artist: Jalilur Rabbi Tamim

Venue: Alliance Frangaise de Dacca,
26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: November 24-December 7
Time: Sunday to Friday 9:00am-
12:00pm and 5:00pm-9:00pm,
Saturday 5:00pm to

8:00pm

Artist: Samiran Chowdhury

Venue: Art & Soul Gallery, Rd No 36,
House 16, Gulshan

Date: November 24-December 4
Time: 11:00am-08:00pm

Jazz Concert

Group: Norwegian Jazz group Kirsti
Huke Quartet

Organisers: Sangskriti Kendra &
Royal Norwegian Embassy

Venue: Bangladesh National
Museum Auditorium

Date: November 26-27

Time: 6:30 pm

Michael Winterbottom
Retrospective

A retrospective of seven films
dealing with contemporary
international issues by critically
acclaimed British filmmaker Michael
Winterbottom.

Organiser. Zahir Raihan Film
Society

November 26

3:00pm | Want You

5:00pm Jude the Obscure

7:00pm Welcome to Sarajevo
November 27

3:00pm The 24 Hour Party People
4:45pm Code 46

6:30pm In This World

8:15pm The Road to Guantanamo
Venue: Goethe Institut, Dhaka

65th Anniversary of
Battle of Moscow

Organisers: Russian Centre for
Science and Culture

Programmes: Photo exhibition, film
show “Officers”

Venue: Russian Centre for Science
and Culture, Dhaka

Date & Time: November 29 at 5:30
pm

Theatre

Play: Hirok Rajar Deshe

Troupe: BRAC University Drama
and Theatre Forum

Venue: National Theatre Auditorium,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date & Time: November 27 at 6:30
pm

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Keokradong Er Pothe Pothe
Organiser: Deepro

Venue: Zainul Gallery, Institute of
Fine Arts, DU

Date: November 23-29

Time: 11:00am-7:00pm

20th anniversary of Bangladesh

Theatre

Daylong cultural programme at Shilpakala

ERSHAD KAMOL

CTIVISTS of Bangladesh Theatre, one of

the members of Bangladesh Group
gathered at the

National Theatre Stage premises on Friday
morning (November 24) to observe its 20th
anniversary. The daylong cultural programme
provided entertainment with a medley of dance,

Theatre Federation,

music and theatre.

The programme began with a colourful proces-
sion, which was brought out after the inaugura-
tion by theatre personality Ataur Rahman. Rahija
Golam Kuddus,
Chowdhury and others delivered speeches.
After the procession, activists from different
cultural organisations such as Bulbul Academy of
Fine Arts (BAFA), Padatik Natya Sangsad and
Bangladesh Theatre participated in an interesting
event called Manchamela, which the troupe has
been arranging for the last 15 years on the eve of
its anniversary. The troupes staged dance, music

Khanom Jhunu,

and natoker gaan atthe event.

Another attraction of the day was rendition of
Baul songs, in which professional Baul singers

such as Abed Baul performed.

The event ended up with the staging of the
170th show of See-Morag, the troupe's most
remarkable production. Asadullah Farazi's play
See-Morag does not deal with the legendary bird
See-Morag, which helps a lover cross the
oceans, as in Bangla fable, rather it deals with the
structure of the rural society where the feudal
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Baul Abed performs at the event

lords act according to their whims.

The play See-Morag represents a village
named Baghabari, where feudal lord Bazal
Shikdar imposes his will on the villagers. Once he
collects a rooster from Sylhet and claims that it is
the legendary See-Morag of the fable. One day
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his so-called See-Morag is lost and he accuses

everyone of stealing his rooster. At last, he takes it
as an opportunity to forcibly occupy the house of
a Hindu family, making them a scapegoat for the
loss of See-

The play is directed by Humayun Kabir.

Morag.
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Daily Life of Old Dhaka by Mohammad Zakir-Us Salam (Rassel)

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

It was an art exhibition with a
difference. In the stead of the
customary formal art exhibition in
a gallery, an expat couple recently
hosted a display of paintings in
their well kept home in Dhaka.
The milieu was casual and
friendly as the guests -- all expats
and many acquainted with each
other -- mingled freely.

On display were the works of
two upcoming artists: Mohammad
Zakir-Us-Salam (Rassel) and
Mohammad Arifuzzaman (Arif).
The former's work, titled Daily Life
of Old Dhaka, in acrylic immedi-
ately caught the eye. In dark
colours of black, blue, red, the
painting captured a vignette of

carts, rickshaws against a setting
of Boro Katara (big gate). “Old
Dhaka and its lifestyle continue
to attract me,” says Rassel, add-
ing, “Light and shade are an
important part of my painting.”
There were other paintings on the
same theme and horses as well.

The second artist, Arif, has an
impressive work, an oil on paper
Perfect Mismatch. Here he uses
colours such as red, blue, black
and yellow and depicts three
dancing figures with a mask in a
corner. His aim? To show how the
artist is not in harmony with peo-
ple surrounding him. Other works
in a series, titled Jibon Jekhone
Jamon, reveal the angst of the
painter.

Both Rassel and Arif are stu-
dents of the Institute of Fine Arts,
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Art exhibition outside the gallery circuit

Dhaka University. The duo lately
exhibited their works at Zainul
Gallery along with three others
artists of what is known the
Dynamic Five--backed up by
artists Mohammad Rashed Kalam,
UrmiBasak and Abdus Sattar.

It is heartening to see that art
lovers can easily promote such
upcoming artists. As artist Kanak
Chanpa Chakma, a guest at the
recent exhibition, points out,
“Such exhibitions give aspiring
artists an opportunity to express
themselves. In a relaxed and
homely setting, they can display
their works.”

So far the response from art
aficionados has been great, says
the hostess of the exhibition.
Already seven paintings have
been sold. “Such displays make
sound sense. We charge no com-
mission and the artists can get the
publicity that is their due,” she
says.
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Perfect Mismatch by Mohammad Arifuzzaman (Arif)

Theatre festival

'Bhelua Shundari' and
'Resurrection’ staged abroad

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Resurrection and Bhelua
Shundari, two theatre productions
of Centre for Asian Theatre (CAT),
were staged recently in festivals
abroad-- in Nepal and India
respectively.

Two shows of Resurrection, an
imaginary play that features biog-
raphy as well as views of legendary
Norwegian playwright-poet Henrik
Ibsen, was staged in the Ibsen
Festival-2006 in Kathmandu,

Nepal. Arranged by Arohan Thea-
tre, the 10-day festival was inaugu-

rated by Nepalese Prime Minister
Girija Prasad Koirala.

Besides CAT's presentation of
Resurrection, several theatre
troupes from Nepal, India, Paki-
stan and Norway staged shows in
the festival. Kamaluddin Nilu is the
director and playwright of Resur-
rection.

Earlier in a theatre festival called
Sunny Halli Theatre Festival in
Karnataka, India, CAT staged its
once hit production Bhelua

Shundari. The troupe staged the
play on November 2.
Based on a story from

Purbabanga Geetika, a compila-
tion of folklores, Bhelua Shundari
features the tragic love story of a
girl. Though the storyline of the
folktale is simple, it deals with
some universal issues like free-
dom, discrimination and others.

Director Saidur Rahman has
followed traditional pala form for
the play. And this play has been
staged in several international
theatre festivals such as in India
and Sweden. The theatre group
members asserted that CAT re-
made the production for the festi-
val.

Scenes from Bhelua Shundari and Resurrection

'Sisimpur' welcomes eight new

writers to the family

i, S

Mostafa Monwar,(C) Annie Evans, Sara Zaker and Aly Zaker seen with participants at the workshop

They are not furry or fuzzy, but they are
fantastic and fun! They are the eight
new Sisimpur script-writers and they
are gearing up for an original third
season of the beloved children's
programme, says a press release.
This month, non-profit educational
organisation Sesame Workshop and
Nayantara, co-producers of Sisimpur,
hosted a six-day writer's workshop at
the BRAC Centre in Mohakhali for the
writers who will create new adventures
for Halum, Tuktuki, Ikri Mikri and Shiku!

The workshop was led by Annie

writer for Sesame Street in the US.
Evans presented the team with inno-
vative techniques for writing that
include thinking about the world from
the children's perspective, and pro-
ducing content that is engaging and
funny, as well as educational and age-
appropriate.

“Sisimpur is successful because of
the incredible local team of writers and
producers that stand behind the
programme and maintain its integrity,”
said Evans. “l am confident that this
fresh and imaginative new team will

standing third season.”

Nayantara's Executive Producer
Ratan Paul, Sesame Workshop
Associate Producer Akiko Yabuki,
actor Aly Zaker and writer Mohammad
Zafar Igbal were also present during
the six-day workshop.

The workshop concluded with a
festive evening celebration, including
Baul songs, and was attended by
Sisimpur's  Muppeteers, live-action
film producers, Chief Creative
Advisor, Mostafa Monwar and
Project Head Sara Zaker.

Old Dhaka: labourers, bullock Evans, an Emmy-award winning Serve as the foundation for an out-
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