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Jones's
father
slams Warne

AFP, Brisbane

Shane Warne has been blamed for
losing the Ashes in reaction to his
criticism of England's Australian-
raised wicketkeeper Geraint Jones,
reports said Thursday.

The father of the wicketkeeper has
fired a salvo at Warne, claiming he
cost Australia the Ashes by dropping
Kevin Pietersen on the last day of the
2005 series at The Oval.

Warne spilt a slips catch when
Pietersen was just 15 and en route
to 158 which gave England an
Ashes-clinching draw.

Warne claimed this week that
Jones's bumbling behind the stumps
could help deliver the Ashes back to
Australia but Queensland-based
Emrys Jones hitback.

"While Shane Warne was bagging
the England wicketkeeper, | suppose
the awestruck press didn't think of
asking him about failing to catch Kevin
Pietersen in the fifth Test," said Jones
senior in a letter to Brisbane's Courier-
Mail newspaper.

"This drop cost Australia the
Ashes."

Jones also rang the newspaper
to complain that his son had been
treated badly by the media in his
former homeland, the newspaper
said.

Geraint Jones fumbled several
catches behind the stumps during
the last Ashes and was axed earlier
this year.

He regained the Test gloves
ahead of Chris Read because of
what coach Duncan Fletcher said
was his superior batting.

Warne claimed this week the
selection could backfire spectacu-
larly.

"He dropped some crucial ones
in the last Ashes. You don't want to
be dropping Ricky Ponting when
he's on half a dozen in the first Test
when you've just been called back in
the side," Warne said.

"He will be under enormous
pressure. It's a known fact that
Geraint Jones is in the side for his
batting, not his keeping."

Collina
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About 100 people were killed and
15,000 displaced along with the
destruction of homes and liveli-
hoods of the 300,000 Sunni
Muslims in the idyllic nation of 1,192
tiny coral islands scattered across
the equator.

Collina will be visiting the
Maldives in January to referee a
special charity football match organ-
ised by the newspaper.

Maldives' national football team
will play against a combined team of
the Haveeru Daily. The newspaper
has invited captains of regional
national sides to play inits team.

Crespo sends
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Carlos Paredes' name was added to
the referee's notebook for throwing the
ball away petulantly when a free-kick
was awarded to the home side.

Pontus Farnerud dragged a shot
wide and Tonel went close with a
header as Sporting started to probe
with more adventure.

Just as Sporting started to stir,
Inter broke the deadlock in the 36th
minute.

Crespo timed his run to perfec-
tion to break the offside trap after
Stankovic had dinked a sublime
pass over the top, and the predatory
Argentinian buried a right-footed
shot past Ricardo.

Sporting were forced to open up
after conceding and that played into
Inter's hands.

First Stankovic shot straight at
Ricardo from outside the box and
then Crespo blazed over from close
range.

Nani and Stankovic were booked
before Crespo's outstretched boot
narrowly failed to connect with
Grosso's low cross in the 75th
minute.

Esteban Cambiasso came on for
Inter late on and received a raptur-
ous welcome having been out since
early September with a calf injury.

Ibrahimovic almost made it 2-0 at
the death, but his fierce shot was
superbly saved by Ricardo.

Inter's joy at advancing was
soured slightly by the sight of their
French midfielder Olivier Dacourt
being carried off on a stretcher at the
final whistle.

Valencia roll
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one-handed save to turn a diving
header from Silva round post
moments later.

They got the breakthrough,
however, in the final minute of the
half when midfielder Angulo cut
inside leroklis Stoltidis after a neat
move on the left and sent a shot
curling past Nikopolidis and into the
far corner.

Morientes, who had come on in
place of Villa, doubled Valencia's
lead, rising high above the defence
to power home a fine cross from
Silva atthe far post.

Joaquin almost added a third
when he dinked a clever chip over
the keeper after jinking his way into
the area, but his shot was cleared off
the line and he then hit the bar with a
stunning free kick taken from the
right-hand touch line.

Valencia centre-back Roberto
Ayala ended the game by earning
himself a booking that ensures he
serves a suspension in his side's
final match against Roma.
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South Africa batsman Jacques Kallis is about to play a big shot over the covers as India wicketkeeper Mahendra
Dhoni (L) looks on during the second ODI between the sides in Durban on Wednesday.

Kallis blows India away
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Dravid. "The boys did a good job in
restricting South Africa but we knew
we needed to keep wicketsinhand."

"We have to play much better than
this," said Dravid. "We know we can
play better and it's a matter of proving
it."

South Africa's total was always likely
to be too much for India on a fast,
bouncy pitch but the match was evenly
balanced while India's leading two
batsmen, Sachin Tendulkar and captain
Rahul Dravid, were together.

The match turned irrevocably in
South Africa's favour when Dravid was
bowled by Charl Langeveldtfor 18 and
Tendulkar was bowled by Nel three
balls later for 35.

From being 62 for two in the 16th
over, India were 62 for four.

The remaining batsmen proved
hopelessly incapable against fast,
hostile bowling, with Nel producing a
career-best performance, sparked by
his dismissal of Tendulkar.

India's master batsman was
trapped on the crease by a fast ball
which cut back sharply and knocked
out his off stump from aninside edge.

Neither Mahendra Dhoni nor
Suresh Raina looked comfortable but
they put on 20 before the last six
wickets tumbled for nine runs.

It was an ignominious end for India
after their bowlers and fielders, mar-
shaled by captain Rahul Dravid, kept
the South African batsmen in check for
much of the innings despite Kallis' fine
knock.

The home side were wobbling at
209 for seven with 26 balls left but Kallis
and tailender Nel puton 39 for the eighth
wicket before Nel was run out for 22 off
thelastball ofthe innings.

It was Kallis' 14th one-day interna-
tional century but his first in 25
matches against India -- the only major
cricket nation missing from his list of

hundreds.

He had been dismissed three times
inthe 90s against India.

Indian pace bowlers Munaf Patel,
Zaheer Khan and Ajit Agarkar each
took two wickets.

Kallis, batting atnumberthree, faced
the ninth ball of the innings after captain
Graeme Smith was leg before to Khan
for one. He batted solidly from the start
of his innings and made his runs off 160
balls with 15 fours.

South Africa were in some trouble
at 63 for three but AB de Villiers (41)
helped Kallis put on 87 for the fourth
wicket.

They had to overcome some
accurate slow bowling from Harbhajan
Singh and Tendulkar, who conceded
only acombined 29 runs in eight overs
before De Villiers went on the attack
againstoff-spinner Harbhajan.

He swept him for four, then swung
him over midwicket for six, prompting
Harbhajan to fire in a ball down the
legside that went for five wides. The
overcost17runs.

De Villiers went for one ambitious
shot too many when he lost his bal-
ance and was stumped attempting a
reverse sweep against part-time left-
armspinner Dinesh Mongia.

Mark Boucher helped Kallis put on
46 off 46 ballls.

The innings then lost momentum
as Boucher, Justin Kemp and Shaun
Pollock were out in quick succession
before Nel, with a previous highest
score of 12, played a surprisingly
effective hand.

India got offto abad start.

Wassim Jaffer, making his one-day
international debutin the absence ofthe
injured Virender Sehwag, lasted only
three balls before being bowled for
noughtby Shaun Pollock.

Tendulkar played some glorious
strokes but Pollock had Mohammad Kaif
caughtatbackward pointforeight.

Then came the match-clinching
double blow as Dravid and Tendulkar
were out in quick succession. Dravid
was bowled off an inside edge by
Langeveldt before Tendulkar went in
almostidentical fashion.

Dravid said after the match he was
hopeful that Sehwag's injured finger
will heal in time for Sunday's game in
Cape Town.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the second day-night
one-day international between India
and South Africa at Kingsmead in
Durban on Wednesday:
SOUTHAFRICA: 248 for 8 (Kallis 119,
De Villiers 41, Boucher 23, Bosman
22, Nel 22; Patel 2-39, Agarkar 2-47,

Zaheer2-53)

INDIA

Jaffer b Pollock 0
Tendulkarb Nel 35
Kaif c Gibbs b Pollock 8
Dravid b Langeveldt 18
DhonicBoucherb Nel 14
Raina cKallisb Nel 4
Mongia cKemp b Kallis 1
Harbhajan Ibw b Kallis 1
Agarkarb Kallis 6
ZaheercBoucherb Nel 1
Patelnotout 0
Extras: (nb-2, w-1) 3

Total: (Alloutin29.1 overs) 91
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-39, 3-62, 4-62, 5-
82,6-83,7-83,8-84,9-85

Bowler O M R W
Pollock 7 2 17 2
Ntini 6 0 32 0
Langeveldt 4 0 26 1

Nel 8 2 13 4
Kallis 41 1 3 3

Result: South Africa won by 157
runs.

Man-of-the-match: Jacques Kallis.
Third ODI: Nov 26, Cape Town.

Ponting punishes
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The tone was set in a rollicking morn-
ing session with the Australians going
to lunch at 109 for only the loss of
Matthew Hayden (21).

It was 217 for three at tea and
Ponting and Hussey thwarted
England's attempts for another
breakthrough and batted all through
the extended evening session to
stumps.

Flintoff was England's best
bowler with 2-48, snaring the wick-
ets of Hayden and Justin Langer
(82), while Giles removed Damien
Martyn (29).

Langer was out 20 minutes after
lunch when he cut straight to Kevin
Pietersen at point off Flintoff.

It was a huge relief for Pietersen,
who had the ignominy of dropping six
catchesduring lastyear's serieswin.

But Pietersen later needed
treatment after his left knee was
locked in a divot while fielding.

England's bowlers were wasteful
with the new ball in the morning
session on a green-tinged wicket
with some wayward deliveries.

Harmison began the Test with an
exaggerated wide to Langer, the ball
zinging through to Flintoff at second
slip to the roar of the capacity crowd.

Harmison was particularly disap-
pointing and was hauled out of the
attack after two overs after conceding
17 runs. He returned to finish the day
with 0-52 off 12 overs. He wasn't
called on to bowl after tea.

Langer was looking set for his
23rd Test century but a lapse in
concentration ended his 138-minute
stay, sprinkled with 13 boundaries.

During his innings Langer, who
celebrated his 36th birthday on
Tuesday, passed David Boon (7,422)
as the sixth all-time Australian
runscorerin Tests with 7,475 runs.

Giles, preferred to fellow left-armer
Monty Panesar for the spinner's role,
claimed the wicket of Martyn, who cut
to Paul Collingwood at slip for 29.

Australia raced along in the
opening session before Flintoff
produced the breakthrough, dis-
missing Hayden in the 14th over.

The England skipper moved one off
the pitch and found an outside edge off
Hayden's bat to Collingwood at sec-
ond slip. Flintoff claimed Hayden's
wicket four times in last year's
series.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the open-
ing day of the first Ashes Test

Eng

between Australia and England at
the Gabba on Thursday:
AUSTRALIA: Firstinnings

Langer c Pietersen b Flintoff 82
Hayden c Collingwood b Flintoff 21
Ponting not out 137
Martyn c Collingwood b Giles 29
Hussey not out 63
Extras: (Ib-5, w-3, nb-6) 14
Total: (For 3wktsin 90 overs) 346
Fall of wickets: 1-79, 2-141, 3-198
To bat: Clarke, Gilchrist, Warne,
Lee, Clark, McGrath

Bowler O M R W
Harmison 12 2 52 0
Hoggard 16 2 62 0
Anderson 18 4 8 O
Flintoff 16 2 48 2
Giles 18 2 51 1
Bell 1 0 12 0
Pietersen 9 1 28 O

ENGLAND: Flintoff, Strauss, Cook,
Bell, Collingwood, Pietersen,
Jones, Giles, Hoggard, Harmison,
Anderson

Toss: Australia.

Umpires: Steve Bucknor and Billy
Bowden.

Ash slams record 263
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completely out of the hosts' grasp,
he went on to add ten boundaries
and a six to the 21 he had hit on the
second day.

But trying to play the ball on the
off-side, Ashraful was caught
behind, having faced 329 balls in
justa minute short of seven hours.

He was quite quickly followed by
Ayub whose 145 came off 295 balls
with help of eleven fours and two
sixes.

Nadif Chowdhury struck ten
fours and a couple of sixes in his 83-
ball 64 which gave Dhaka a massive
570-run total in their firstinnings.

Chittagong, trailing by 332 runs,
lost five wickets to score 105 at
stumps.

BARISAL v KHULNA
Khulna were bowled out for 215
when they continued at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium, trail-
ing by 71 runs. Mohammad Salim,
overnight 34, added four runs more.
Hannan Sarkar (74) and Ali
Arman Rajan (75) were the impetus
behind Barisal's second innings

effort as they helped reach the
southern division 208-six. Left-arm
spinner Manzarul Islam took two
wickets for Khulna.

RAJSHAHIv SYLHET
Sylhet, behind by 147 runs and
placed precariously at 6 for two
overnight at the Rajshahi Divisional
Stadium, had Golam Mabud to thank
as the young wicket-keeper batsman
struck 123 off 252 balls, hitting twelve
boundaries.

With Tapash Baisya, who struck
70 coming in at number eight,
Mabud shared 139 runs for the
seventh in their second innings total
of 277.

Rajshahi, chasing a modest 130
towin, were 1 forno loss.
SCORES IN BRIEF
CHITTAGONG: First Innings: 238
and second innings: 105-5 in 35
overs (Tamim 20, Masum 21,
Salahuddin 38, Faisal 8,
Nazimuddin 16, Sunny 0, Ehsanul
0*; Riyad 2-10, Jubair 2-22, Rubel 1-
17); DHAKA: First Innings: 570 all
outin 144.4 overs (Uttam 9, Anwar,

15, Riyad 20, Al Shahriar 1, Ashraful
263, Ayub 145, Nadif 64, Sajjad 20,
Sharif 2, Rubel 0, Jubair 0*; Ehsanul
4-87, Sunny 3-153, Kamrul 1-46,
Tareq 1-100, Arafat 1-137).
BARISAL: First Innings: 286 and
second innings: 208 for six in 80 overs
(Imran 3, Hannan 74, Mehdi 1, Rajan
75, Humayun 0, Bashar 27, Arafat 13,
Lablu 9*; Manjarul 2-40, Ziaur 1-9,
Dollar 1-23, Sadat 1-45); KHULNA:
First Innings: 215 all out in 76.5 overs
(Sadat 36, Sajjad 11, Alam 8, Sahagir
26, Manzarul 18, Jamal 0, Salim 38,
Ziaur 11, Dollar 28, Kabir 9, Manjurul
20*; Tapash 3-42, Arafat 2-20, Hannan
2-38,Rajan 1-22).

SYLHET: First Innings: 181 and
second innings: 277 all out in 88.1
overs (Rahman 5, Imtiaz 1, Rezaul 0,
Alok 0, Mabud 123, Mowla 28,
Mithun 9, Baisya 70, Hasibul 9,
Nazmul 10, Nabil 4*; Shahjada 4-74,
Alamgir 2-46, Arif 3-74); RAJSHAHI:
First Innings: 328 and second
innings: 1 fornolossin2.5overs.

‘Hot spot’
adds

to cricket's
techs

AFP, Brisbane

An infra-red camera reportedly
designed to track fighter jets has
become the latest hi-tech gadget
used to cover the Ashes series
between Australia and England.

Host broadcaster Channel Nine
said the device, known as the "hot
spot”, could show whether a bat-
man was out or not with 100 per
centaccuracy.

"ltis a scientifically proven piece
of technology that will end all spec-
ulation surrounding a dismissal,"
Nine's head of sport Steve Crawley
said.

"If the ball has connected with a
player's bat, pad, glove or the
ground, it will be revealed by the
hot spot.”

The device records play using
two infra-red cameras that show
the miniscule amount of heat
generated from the friction when
two objects collide.

It then uses computer technol-
ogy to generate a negative image
showing the precise point of con-
tact between the two objects,
providing what Nine describes as
definitive proof of the ball's pas-
sage.

It said the technology could
determine whether the ball has
snicked the bat for a dismissal or
whether a player should be
adjudged leg before wicket (Ibw)
for padding the ball away in the
strike zone.

Nine said it had been trialling the
technology for 12 months but only
collected the equipment from Paris
on Saturday for use in the Ashes
series thatbegan Thursday.

Nine refused to disclose the
cost of its latest toy, which joins
"stumpcam", speed cameras,
slow-motion replays, the
"snickometer" and "hawkeye" in
the armoury of technology avail-
able to TV commentators.

Crawley said the hot spot was
commonly used by the military to
track jet fighters and tanks.

However, he refused to name
the French company that manufac-
tures the equipment orits cost.

Pakistan bring
back Sami

AFP, Multan

Pakistan have brought back pace-
man Mohammad Sami for their 15-
man squad for the third and final
cricket Test against the West Indies,
chief selector Wasim Bari said
Thursday.

"We have made only one
change in the squad for the third
Test, with Sami back in place of
spinner Abdul Rahman," Bari told
AFP.

The third Test starts in Karachi
on November 27.

Pakistan kept their 1-0 lead
intact when they held on for a draw
in the second Test at Multan, which
ended Thursday.

The 25-year-old Sami was
discarded after a poor show on
Pakistan's tour of England, where
they lost 3-0. He has been criticised
for not performing to his potential,
having taken 73 wickets in 28 Tests.

But Bari said Sami had regained
his confidence after taking 20
wickets in three first-class matches.
"Selectors have watched him bowl
in the matches and we hope he can
deliver," said Bari, a former
Pakistan wicketkeeper and captain.
SQUAD
Inzamamul Haq (captain), Imran
Fahat, Yasir Hameed, Mohammed
Hafeez, Younis Khan, Mohammad
Yousuf, Shoaib Malik, Kamran
Akmal, Abdul Razzagq, Faisal Igbal,
Umar Gul, Shahid Nazir, Samiullah
Niazi, Danish Kaneria, Mohammad
Sami.

FIFA suspends
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that the IRIFF was not adhering to
the principles of the FIFA Statutes
regarding the independence of
member associations, the inde-
pendence of the decision-making
process of the football governing
body in each country and the way in
which changes in the leadership of
associations are brought about.”

FIFAis demanding the establish-
ment of an IRIFF Normalisation
Committee appointed by FIFA and
the Asian Football Confederation
(AFC).

It also wants the IRIFF to draft
new statutes and organise new
elections.

In August 2006, FIFA and the
AFC gave the Iranian federation a
deadline of Nov.15 to reinstate
elected president Mohammed
Dadgan and to comply with the
relevant provisions of the FIFA
Statutes.

As this deadline was not met,
Iran has been suspended.

They are the second country to
face such action in the space of a
month. Kenya were suspended on
Oct. 24 for failing to respect signed
agreements and for recurrent
problems in its soccer federation.

Relentless Ricky

Cricket

AFP, Brisbane

Ricky Ponting sensed England's
nervousness going into the most
hyped Ashes Test series for genera-
tions when their strike bowler Steve
Harmison spectacularly sprayed his
opening delivery for a huge wide at
the Gabba here Thursday.

The Australian skipper led the
way with an unbeaten 137 as his
team made the opening statement
in the series, going to stumps on the
first day of the Ashes opener at 346
for three, with Mike Hussey not out
63.

The largely anonymous
Harmison was the major disappoint-
ment for the England team. He was
hauled out of the attack after just two
overs and did not bowl after tea, to
finish the day with 0-52 off 12 overs.

Harmison began the Test with a
skewed wide to Justin Langer, the
ball zinging through to Flintoff at
second slip, to the amusement of
the capacity crowd.

"After the first ball went to second
slip everyone had a bit more of a lift

about us because that meant the
English might have been a little
nervous out there," Ponting said.

"Our openers really took advan-
tage of anything that was loose early
on and got us off to a great start and
then | got in against a not very new
ball and the wicket was good, so it
was nice to spend a long time out
there.

"It's a good start for us all after a
long time and we're looking forward
to pushing home that advantage
tomorrow."

Ponting's rich vein of scoring
form continued in the Gabba Test
with his ninth century in his past 12
Tests.

At stumps he had batted for 300
minutes and had hit 17 boundaries
in his unconquered hundred.

Ponting made it a day of personal
milestones in his 106th Test as he
equalled Steve Waugh's Australian
record of 32 Test hundreds and
moved to fourth all-time in Tests.

The 31-year-old also leap-
frogged Englishman Graham
Gooch and Pakistan's Javed
Miandad to become the sixth all-
time leading Test scorer.

"The last couple of years for me

have been pretty consistent in Test
cricket and just to go out there and
spend some time in the middle and
build up an innings has been satisfy-
ing today (Thursday)," he said.

"l don't think England bowled as
well as they had to this morning, but
the ball didn't swing or seam at all
this morning, which caught us all by
surprise, because it normally
swings a bit here.

"Our batters took advantage of
that and got on top and put the
England bowling under pressure
from the start, which is something
we couldn'tdoin the last series.

"England had the knack last
series of coming on and getting a
wicket and getting a breakthrough
and then putting the pressure back
on us, and we didn't let that happen
today."

He added: "England haven't had
a great day today but that happens
quite a lot in Test cricket. You can
have an ordinary day and then have
a brilliant start to tomorrow and the
whole game can be turned around.”

Nerves irked Harmison
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Cricket

AFP, Brisbane

Spinner Ashley Giles admitted
England strike bowler Steve
Harmison was paralysed with nerves
after the highly-rated paceman
endured a horror start to his Ashes
campaign Thursday.

Harmison opened the day's play
with a shocking wide delivery that
carried to second slip and England
captain Andrew Flintoff hauled him off
following just two overs as Australia's
openers carted him all over
Brisbane's Gabba ground.

Harmison never improved from
there on and looked a shadow of the
bowler who terrorised Australia to
help England win the Ashes last year,
with Flintoff not even using the
Durham quick when he took the new
ball after tea.

Harmison ended the day with O-
52 off 12 overs, afar cry fromwhen he
set the scene for England's victory
last year by hitting Australian captain
Ricky Ponting in the grille of his
helmet with adelivery.

Giles joked that Harmison's first
delivery before an expectant Gabba
crowd was merely a "loosener"
before conceding that nerves
brought upon by the most hyped

series in Ashes history had got the
better of the 28-year-old.

"l know he was very nervous, you
could see that in him and | could feel
that in myself ... he said the ball
slipped and that's as much as | know
really," Giles told reporters.

He said Harmison, who had
complained of a strained side before
the last lead-up match in Adelaide,
was not injured and attributed his
removal from the attack to Flintoff's
tactics.

Giles said the whole England
squad were jittery as they mounted
theirAshes defence.

"We were all pretty tense, the bus
was a quiet place this morning," he
said.

"We'd all been there before, first
day of an Ashes series, you can't
really prepare that well, you know
you're going to be nervous and
you've got to get yourself backintoit."

Ponting, who took advantage of
the blunted England attack to end the
day on an unbeaten 137, said he was
surprised Harmison bowled so few
overs.

"He was obviously a bit nervous
this morning with that first delivery
(wide) and | think our guys played him
pretty well today (Thursday).

"We know he's a dangerous
bowler, we've all seen how he can get
you out with a good delivery, so you

have to pay respect to him whenever
he comeson."

The Australian dismissed sugges-
tions that Harmison's woes may be
due to the homesickness that marred
his early career and said the
Englishman would bounce back.

Giles was hopeful the England
team could do the same after a
demoralising start to its Ashes
defence.

"The guys are tired obviously but
they will keep their heads up," he
said.

"I know this England team, the
guys will come out buzzing tomorrow
and we'll be looking to pick up some
early wickets, that's all we can do.
This side doesn'tlie down."

Giles, who saw off a challenge
from fellow spinner Monty Panasar
for a spot in the Gabba side, said he
was delighted to be back playing Test
cricket after a year out with a
hip/herniainjury.

Australian batsman Damien
Martyn's wicket was the icing on the
cake for the Warwickshire bowler.

"To be back in the side is great, it's
been a difficult year," he said. "It a
relief to get your name back on the
board and getbackintoit."

Barmy Army silenced
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AFP, Brisbane

England's "Barmy Army" of support-
ers remained muted Thursday as
Australia dominated the opening
day of the most anticipated Ashes
battle for generations at Brisbane's
Gabba stadium.

England quick Steve Harmison
set the tone for the visiting team with
his first ball in front of a record
39,000 cricket crowd, a wide to
second slip that gave Australian
opener Justin Langer no chance of
getting baton leather.

The start of play was greeted
with a huge roar from all sections of
the crowd, but England fan Craig
Millwood later admitted he was
wincing inwardly.

"I was thinking 'here we go
again'," the Herefordshire resident
told AFP as he nursed a beer at the
close of play.

"It was like watching the opening
day in Brisbane four years ago," he
added, referring to England's last
Test appearance in what has
become their bogey ground, when
they received a pasting and lost
bowler Simon Jones toinjury.

Earlier there was optimism from
fans decked out in both the red and

white of England's "Barmy Army"
and the green and gold of the
Australian "Fanatics" as they
streamed into the ground, ribbing
each other about their team's pros-
pects.

Roads around the ground were
choked with traffic as spectators
lucky enough to have snared tickets
rushed to reach their seats for the
start of play.

Those without tickets poured into
Brisbane's pubs to watch the match
on giant screens, and bosses
across the country turned a blind
eye as office television sets were
tuned into the Ashes coverage.

At one city hotel, AFP spotted a
federal senator heading towards his
room with a carton of beer, appar-
ently ready to settle in on the couch
and watch events at the Gabba as
matters of state were relegated to
the backburner.

Patrons at the Pineapple Hotel,
just down the road from the Gabba,
spilled onto the street as they
enjoyed an early morning beer in
humid 32 degree Celsius (90
Fahrenheit) conditions before
making their way to the ground.

"I've been coming to the Gabba
Test since | was a boy," Australian
fan Justin McMahon told AFP.

"This one's a bit special though --
it's not often that Australia have to try
to regain the Ashes. It was a bit of a

shock to us to lose last year and
we're definitely out for revenge."

At the nearby Story Bridge Hotel,
an open-top double decker made its
way through the streets carrying
cheering members of the Barmy
Army, some 40,000 of whom have
made the trip Down Under to sup-
port their team.

Inside the ground, some specta-
tors ignored the heat and turned up
dressed as convicts, Buckingham
Palace guards and bowler-hatted
businessmen.

The Barmy Army were scattered
throughout the stands, limiting their
ability to vocally dominate the
ground with their football-style
chants, and they never really found
their voice as Australia smacked
England for 3-346. Fanatics mem-
ber Scott McDermott said the sledg-
ing between the fans was always
good-natured and never became
aggressive.

"We'll always have a beer with
them atthe end of the day, evenifit's
only to tell them how bad they've
played," he said.

The closeness between the fans
was personified by Sydney man
Andy Richies, who walked to the
Gabba draped in a giant St George
cross flag and England football shirt.

Yousuf saves Pakistan

FROM PAGE 21
Mohammed. He not only helped
Yousuf in saving the match but also
saved his spot for the third Test.

Yousuf, who has been in prolific
form in 2006, hit 192 in Pakistan's
nine-wicket win in the first Test in
Lahore last week.

He has now accumulated 1,562
runs in ten Tests this year. The
record of most runs in a calendar
year is held by West Indian
Richards, who notched 1,710 runs
in 11 Tests in 1976.

The third Test starts at National
stadium in Karachi from November
27.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard on the fifth day of
the second Test between Pakistan
and the West Indies at Multan
Cricket Stadium on Thursday:
PAKISTAN: First innings 357
(Farhat 74, Younis 56, Yousuf 56;
Taylor 5-91)

WEST INDIES: First innings 591
(Lara 216, Gayle 93, Bravo 89,
Ganga 82; Kaneria 5-181)
PAKISTAN: Second innings (over-

night213-2)
Hafeez b Taylor 18
Farhat run out 76

Younis ¢ Ramdin b Mohammed 56
Yousuf ¢ Chanderpaul b

Mohammed 191
Inzamam Ibw b Taylor 10
Malik b Powell 4
Razzagq ¢ Chanderpaul b
Mohammed 80
Akmal not out 2

Extras: (b-8,1b-10,nb-3,w-3) 24
Total: (For 7 wkts in 147.4 overs)461
Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-124, 3-243,
4-284,5-306, 6-458, 7-461

Bowler oM R W
Taylor 25 34 7% 2
Collymore 28 9 66 O
Gayle 29 5 85 0
Powell 20 6 47 1
Bravo 13 3 40 0
Mohammed 274 4 101 3
Chanderpaul 2 0 9 0
Morton 3 0 20 0

Result: Test drawn and Pakistan
lead the 3-match series 1-0.
Man-of-the-match: Mohammad
Yousuf.

Bremen give
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"It was bizarre, no-one was near
him," said anincredulous Terry.

"Frings dived but we should have
dealt with free-kick and corner
better."

Ballack could have equalised on
32 minutes but Tim Wiese blocked
his effort which appeared to come
off his thigh.

The goal did not come for
Chelsea and Mourinho threw on
Dutch international Arjen Robben
and Shevchenko, who replaced
Drogba, after an hour.

Shevchenko immediately went
close with a free-kick pulling a low
save from Wiese.

But Bremen held on for a historic
win over the current powerhouse of
English football and one of the
favourites for the Champions
League crown.

"We set our sights high in this
group and we are on course," said
Bremen coach Thomas Schaaf.

"Now we just need the icing on
the cake. It was a classy perfor-
mance tonight and we did not give
much away against a top team."
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