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Real Madrid striker Ruud van Nistelrooy (C} is on his knees in despair after missing a penalty in their Champions League clash against Lyon at the Santiago

Bernabeu on Tuesday.

Lyon hold off Real

AFP, Madrid
y ) Real Madrid
t"F"‘-f missed the
M.~ chance to gotop
Sivn of group Ewhen

they were held
2-2 by
Champions
League rivals Lyon here at the
Santiago Bernabeu onTuesday.

Lyon raced into an early lead
and with seven minutes remaining
still held a 2-1 lead after Ruud van
Nistelrooy had managed to sand-
wich a goal in between strikes for
the visitors from John Carew and
Florent Malouda.

Former Manchester United
striker van Nistelrooy could have
secured victory from the spor kick
however his effort six minutes after
his equaliser was turned away by
Erance keeper Gregory Coupet.

And Real then had former Lyon
midfielder Mahamadou Diarra to
thank for a late equaliser which
ensured they took a share of the
points.

The result means Lyon remain
top on/13 points, with Real -- who
were also qualified for the knock-
out phase before kick-off -- in
secondon 10

Steaua Bucharest remain third
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on four points after their draw. at
hometo Dynamo Kiev.

lyon coach Gerard Houllier
admitted it was one of the most
difficult matches they had'played
inthecompetition.

But he added: "There were alot
ofpositives, butat the very top level
when you create chances you can't
affordtomiss them.

“"But I can't fault the players'
commitment.”

Real coach Fabio Capello
claimed that Eyon's first goal was
off-side, but added: "Lyon showed
theyareadifficult team to beat.”

Lyonbegan the matchwithouta
handful of regulars including
Brazilian forward Fred, Karim
Benzema, Sidney Govou, and
SylvainWiltord, whoisill.

Gerard Houllier's men con-
trolled the opening period and had
big Norwegian striker Carew 1o
thank fortheir opening.

Having given Real' defender
Fabio Cannavaro a taste of his
technique, the Norwegian finally
got the better of the Italian to beat
Iker Casillas in the Real goal'in the
1Tthminute,

Capello later said: "Trying to
mark Carew would have been
difficult forany player.

"I know him well because ['ve

seen him playin Italy, but I've never
seenhim playlike he did tonight."

Carew then turned provider for
Tiago, who this time failed to beat
the Spanish keeper.

On the half hour Casillas could
do nothing against Malouda, who
snuck in and got his head to astray

TUESDAY'S RESULTS

GROUPE

Real Madrid (ESP) 2 (M. Diarra 39, van
Nistelrooy 83) Lyon (FRA) 2 (Carew 11,
Malauda31)

Steaua Bucharest (ROM) 1 (Dica 69)
Dynamo Kiev {UKR) 1 (Cernat 28)
GROUPF

Benfica (POR} 3 (Leo 14, Miccoli 16, 37)
FC Copenhagen (DEN) 1 (Allbeck 89)
Cellic (SCOJ 1 (Nakamura 81) Man Utd
(ENG)O

GROUPG

Arsenal (ENG) 3 (van Persie 52, Eboue
83, Baptista 88) SV Hamburg (GER) 1
{van der Vaart4)

CSKAMoseaw (RUS) 0 FC Porta (POR)
2{Quaresma 2, Lucho Gonzalez 61)
GROUPH

AEK Athens (GRE) 1 (Julio Cezar32) AC
Milan (ITA)}0

Lille (FRA)} 2 (Odemwingie 28,
Fauvergue 47) Anderlecht (BEL) 2 (M.
Mpenza 36, 48)

ball close in after a free kick from
Juninho.

And Capello later admitted:
"What can you do against a player
who strikes the ball like Juninho ¢
He'sa phenomenon.”

Real were dominating, but the
scoresheetwas sayingothenwise.

Capello substituted Gutifor Jose
Antonio Reyes, and that seemed to
give the hosts some pep.

Coupet was forced to parry a
shot from the right from Reyes in
the 34th minute, and five minutes
later Diarra struck for the hosts
after latching on to a Reyes corner
from the left.

Real continued to dominate in
the second half, and after six min-
utes' play Coupetwas forced to block
an effort from Sergio Ramas follow-
ingafreekickfromRoberto Carlos.

Five minutes later the
Frenchman blocked an effort from
Brazilian forward Robinho follow-
ingacomer,

Real's persistence was finally
rewarded when van Nistelrooy's
effort bobhled over the line after a
cross-goal header from Raul.

Five minutes later Coupet did
superbly to keep out the
Dutchman's effort from the spot
after he had been fouled by Iyon
defender Cris.

Nakamura stuns Unite

AFP, Glasgow

A sensational
Shunsuke
Nakamura free-
kick helped
Celtic make
history in the
Champions
League with a crucial 1-0 win at
home to Manchester United here
onTuesday.

The Japanese international's
perfectly-struck set-piece with
only nine minutes remaining
ensured the Scottish champions
emerged from the competition's
group stagesfor thefirsttime.

Celtic's 1-0 win, coupled with
their 3-2 defeat against United at
Old Trafford, means that even if
Benfica win their last game against
the English side, the Glasgow club
go through on goal difference
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aheadof Sir Alex Ferguson's team.

Celtic keeper Artur Borue was
also a hero for the Hoops, saving a
Louis Saha penalty in' the final
minute after Spanish referee
Manuel Enrique Gonzalez ruled
that a Ronaldo free-kick had struck
the hand of Shaun Maloney.

Celtic skipper Neil Lennon had
to be told they had qualified for the
knockout phase, but the northern
Irishman was quick to condemn
the penalty decision before pour-
ing praiseon Boruc and Nakamura,

“It's the best result of my
career,” said Lennon. "The (pen-
alty) decision was crazy but credit
to Borucforthe save.

"If this means we go through,
thenlam ecstatic.”

He added: "Nakamura has to be
one of the best free-kick takers in
the world. You've seen that he did
exactly the same against United at

Old Trafford."

Celtic manager Gordon
Strachan and his Manchester
United opposite number Sir Alex
Ferguson were in shock for differ-
entreasons.

“T'can’t believe it, I will have to
double check in the morning just to
make sure,” said Strachan, who has
enjoyed frosty relations with
Ferguson since writing a tell all
book about the United chiel, hav-
ing played for him both at
Aberdeenand United.

Strachan weni on to praise
Nakamura,

"He is as good as anyone in the
worldright now.”

Ferguson admitted that his side
had failed to take advantage of all
theicdominance.

“To be honest, losing this game
isvery hard to take,” he said.

"laminshock," was hissuceinct

assessment.

Itmeans United will now fight it
out with Benfica for the remaining
qualifying spotin Group

United had pushed Celtic on to
the back foot from kick-off as they
looked to win the group with a
gameto spare.

French striker Saha tested
Borue in the fourth minute when
he latched on to Paul Telfer's loose
hall and struck a low drive from 20-
yards which the Polish intema-
tionalgathered to his chest.

An audacious Wayne Rooney
volley from a Ryan Giggs comer
whistled justwide ofthe postin the
30th minute with Boruc struggling
togetacross hisline.

Strachan was clearly displeased
with his side’s first half perfor-
mance and made a double substi-
tution at the break, bringing Czech

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6

Brazil still
on top

AGENCIES, undated

Brazil have maintained top spot in
the latest FIFA world rankings ahead
ofworld champions ltaly and South
American rivals Argentina,

World Cup finalists France slip
one place to fourth while top
African side Nigeria break into the
top 10 at eighth.

Brazil have 1,588 points, World
Cup champion Italy have 1,560,
Brazil have beenranked No. 1 since
Julyof2002.

Italy's 1-1 draw with Turkeyin a
Nowv, 15 friendly in Turkey would
have been enough to pull even with
Brazil in ranking points. But the
Brazilians increased their lead at
the top by beating Switzerland 2-1
inafriendlythe samenight.

Argentina moved up to No. 3
with 1,551 points, swapping places
with France (1,523).

England, Germany and the
Netherlands remainat Nos. 5, Gand
7, with Nigeria moving up two
places from 11th and the Gzech
Republic falling two places to 10th.

Spainfell two placesto 12th.

Ruud in
disarray

REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid striker Ruud van
Nistelrooy said he was devastated
after missing a last-gasp penalty
that would have earned his side a
firstwin against Olympique Lyonin
the Champions League,

The Dutchman scored Real's
second goal as they battled back
from 2-0 down against a dominant
Iyon on Tuesday and, earned a
penalty when he went down in the
area as he challenged Cris for the
ballinthe 89th minute.

But he missed his third spot-
kick in five attempts when Lyon
goalkeeper Gregory Coupet
guessed right, dived to his left and
turned hislowshot past the post.

"The team has a right to be
pleased with their performance, but
I don't," the former Manchester
Unitedstriker told reporters.

"I'm upset because the team
played with a lot of guts and char-
acterto getbackinto the match and
thenTmissed the penaltyin the last
minute.

"1 didn't hit it well and'it isn't
good to be missing so many penal-
ties, bur drawing the game after
being2-0 downisn'tabad result.”

Even if Van Nistelrooy had net-
1ed his spot kick Real would' still
have in second place in Group E
given that they lost 2-0 to Lyon in
theiropeningmatch.

Tugay, Ghaly
appeals fail

AFP, London

Blackburn's Tugay and Tottenham's
Hossam Ghaly have both had their
claims for wrongful dismissal
rejected by an independent disci-
plinary commission, the Football
Association (FA) announced
Tuesday,

Both midfielders were sent off
during Sunday's 1-1 Premiership
drawat Ewood Park,

Turkish international Tugay, 36,
opened the scoring for Rovers before
his foul on Ghaly led to the visitors'
equaliserwith Jermain Defoescoring
fromthe penaltyspot.

Tugay will now serve a one-
matchsuspension asaresult.

Egypt's Ghaly, 24, was sent off
after heappeared to elbowMichael
Gray late in the game. He will serve
athree-match suspension.

The red cards angered Tottenham
boss Martin Jol and Blackburn
manager Mark Hughes, who criti-
cised referee Phil Dowd's perfor-
mance after the mateh.

PHOTO. AFFP

_Celtic’s Japanese star Shunsuke Nakamura (R) curls in a superb freekick for the winning goal over Manchester United in their Champions League clashat Celtic Park on Tuesday.

Porto bring down CSKA

AFP, Moscow

CSKA Mbpscow's
Champions
League hopes
dipped dramati-
cally here
Tuesday after a
comprehensive
2-0defeatto group Grivals FC Porto.

EC Porto had a red hot start in
the icy Russian temperatures,
taking a second-minute lead
through RicardoQuaresma.

Argentinian Lucho Gonzalez
then hit a superb second-half goal
for the Portuguese visitors, who
moved top of the group ahead of
Arsenal's match against SV
Hamburgat Highbury.

CSKA's recent league title vic-
tory celebrations were tempered by
the news that their coach Valery
Garzaev's younger brother Ruslan
had been killed in a car crash on
Saturday.

OnTuesday, Gazzaev could only
watch as his side succumbed to a
conspicuously: superior side who
pushed them into second place in
the group.

In their final group game against
SV Hamburg in a fortnight the
Russians could be forced into
battling to stay in the competition,
but they will do so without
Brazilian strikerVagner Love,

Love was booked in the second
half. Influential Bosnianmidfielder
Elvir Rahimic will also miss that
maich after picking up a yellow
card.

Parto's early lead hit CSKA hard,
but was merely a sign of things 1o
came.

After just two minutes Helder
Postiga found Lisandro Lopez
down the right and he produced a
superb pass across the penalty area
which the Porto striker met with a
shot that found the far corner of
IgorAkinfeev'snet.

It was Quaresma’s first ever goal
in his 19th Champions League
appearances.

Porto were on fire despite the icy
conditions.

First Postiga forced Akinfeevinto
turning the ball round the post and
from the resulting corner Pepe
should have scored as the ball
evaded all the defenders but free at
the farposthevolleyed over the bar.

USKAwon thelt thivdTeague title
inside four years on Saturday,
however in this match they were
sorely lacking any kind of winning
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instinet, and Porto proved all too
dangerous on the counterattack.

In the second half CSKA's for-
tunes dipped again when Love was
booked shortly after the restar,
assuring he would miss CSKA's
next, potentially crucial lixture
against Hamburg.

And on the hour mark the
Russians were stunned again when
Porte skipper Lucho Gonzalez
finished off a superb offensive
action by firing past Afinkeev to
give Porto adeserved 2-Olead.

Theball was played in high from
the right of Akinfeev's goal and
Lisandra Lopez headed the ball
down towards Lucho Gonzalez
who was unmarked on the edge of
thearea,

The Argentinian coolly hit a

' 3 a4
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swerving first-time shot past the
diving keeper to claimhis third goal
ofthis season'scompetition.

Porto almost struck a third in
the 69th minute when Lucho
Gonzalez set up Postiga with a deft
passto therightofthe six-yard box,
but the striker's close-range blast
was blocked by thekeeper.

CSKA had little 1o offer in reply,
and in the 73rd minute they had
another reason to think abouttheir
final group game when Rahimic was
hooked forafoul on Bruno Alves.

In the dying minutes Love gave
the hosts a glint of hope, but after
fighting hisway through a crowd of
Porta defenders the Brazilian's
lofted’ shot bobbled as he made
contact and sailed well wide of
Helton'sright hand post.

j RistafifonoinDs i ! (40 abyuqusteM s dan PR
FC Porto players celebrate a Lucho Gonzalez strike that put them two-ahead-
against CSKA Moscow during their Champions League encounter in
Moscowon Tuesday.
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Technology on the cards

Football
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REUTERS, Madrid

Goal-line technology will be used
in next year's World Club
Championship following trials this
year in junior competitions run by
world' football's governing body,
FIFA president Sepp Blatter said on
Tuesday,

FIFA had planned to use the
technologyin this year'sWorld Cup
butshelved the ideaafter trials had
praved inconclusive.

"In 2005 we did different tests at
the Under-17 World Cup in Peru but
the evidence wasn't clear so we will
continue to camy out trials in junior
competitionsin 2007," Blatter told a
news conferenceinMadrid.

“We will then use.it at the 2007
World Club Championship and
offerits use at other FIFA competi-
Honstoo.”

England's Premier League,
which intends to submita paperon
the issue to FIFA in January, wel-
comed the news, describing it as a
“stepintherightdirection”.

“There were problems of cotirse
as we know in the beginning, but
from our studies, this technology
can be very effective,” said Premier
League spokesman Dan Johnson.

But proposals by the English
league on the introduction of a
"video-referee” to solve other
arguments during a game such as
offside, penalty claims and off-the-
ball clashes were quickly dismissed
by boeth FIEA and UEEA, the
European governing bodw

Blatter said goal-line video equip-
mentwasthe onlytyvpe oftechnology
that might be used to help referees,
stressing the need for improved
trainingformatch officials,

"We need to have better training
for referees and especially lines-
men,” hesaid.

"Referees need 1o be professional
andthelinesmenmust bespecialists.
‘The 2009 Confederations Cup will
onlyusespecialistlinesmen.”

UEFA chief executive Lars-
Christer Olsson said his organisation
wasin favourof goal-line technology,
butsaid thiswas "farenough”.

“The goal-line system is in real-
time and happens quickly, but we
are concerned thatvideo-refereeing
would stop the flowofthe game,” he
told Reuters after a meeting at the
Buropean Parliamentin Brussels.

"This would also open up win-
dows for further commercials in
the middle of the maich, which
would damage its image and sec-
ondly this would lead to a referee's
authority being undermined’ dur-
ingamatch.” :

The English Premier League said
that despite these comments, it stll,
hoped the broader issue of video
technology would be debated by
UEFA and FIFA nextyear.

Argentina lift ban
on away fans

»- 4l Football

REUTERS, Buenos Aires

l'heArgentinaBootball Association
(AEA) has lifted a ban which pre-
vented away fans from attending
first division games for the rest of
the year.

"Football goes back to being the
way it was 15 days ago,” said AFA
executive commitieg member and
Boca Juniors vice-president Pedro
Pompilio after the meeting on
Tuesday:.

The ban was an initial attempt by
the AFA to respond to the violence
and intimidation which has plagued
Argentine football thisseason.

It was lifted 24 hours after the
players’ union said they did not
believe the ban was the right way to
fight the violence and threatened
to go onstrike ifit continued.

On Sunday, the supporters of
Racing Club and San Lorenzo
blocked their respective team buses
and forced the match between the
twosides to be called off.

The fans were unhappy at the
decision to play the game behind
closed doors after rioting Racing
fans caused their derby at
Independiente to be abandoned in
the 6ath minute the previousweek.

Two other first division matches

have been suspended because of
crowd trouble since August. Both
were later completed without any
punishments being handed out to
the respective teams,

In addition, the Gimnasia-Boca
Juniors match: on Sept 10. was
abandoned at halftime after the
referee claimed' he had been
threatened in his dressing-room by
the Gimnasiapresident.

The remaining 45 minutes were
played 10 days ago when Gimnasia,
leading 1-0° before the re-start,
conceded four goalsandlost4-1.

The following day, public prose-
cutors ordered an investigation
into allegations that the Gimnasia
players had received death threats
from their own supporters, who
demanded they throw the game.

The fans wanted to help Boca,
the championship leaders, pull
clear of Estudiantes, who are
Gimnasia's bitter rivals,

On Tuesday, referee Daniel
Gimenez told public prosecutors
he hadnoticed a change in attitude
on the Gimnasia players between
the two halves.

“He said that in the first half of
the game, Gimnasia were playing

onequal terms with Boca and were |

clearly determined onwinning the
game, whereas in the second half,
one or two months later, it was
completely the opposite,” Marcelo
Romerotold reporters.

Odonkor set
for surgery

AFP, Berlin

Real Betis's German international
midfielder David Odonkor is set to
undergo surgery on his right knee,
the national team doctor con-
firmedTuesday.

The 22-year-old picked up the
injury during last Wednesday's
Euro 2008 Group [ qualifier
against Cyprus in Nicosia which
finished1-1.

Odonkor was one of the revela-
tions of the 2006 World Cup when
he won a surprise call-up by coach
jurgen Klinsmann.

The operation is expected to
take placeonThursday.

De la Pena
staying put

INTERNET, undated

Ivan de la Pena is set to commit his
future to Espanyol after being
informed that the Montjuic outfit
wanthimto sign anewcontract,
The 'Little Buddha' is happy
back in his favoured role of central
midfield and is tipped to agree to
extendhisstayatthe Liga club,
Espanyol sporting director Paco
Herrera approached the 30-year-
old recently and, although he will
take his time over the decision; de
la Pena is ready to commit the
SEE PAGE 18 COL S



