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Akhtar, Asif
case ruling
next week
AFP, Lahore

Pakistan's banned fust bowlers
Shoaib Akhtar and Mohammad
Asif will learn the fate of their
appeals against doping bans by
nextweek, official said Tuesday.
"The committee continued to
assess the appeals and have given a
questionnaire to both the bowlers
and asked them to return it to
facilitate the committee to reach a
conclusion,” committee head
Fakhrudin Ibrahim told reporters.

Kallis lifts
FROM PAGE 17
Kallis put on 46 off 46 balls. The
innings lost momentum as Boucher,
Justin Kemp and Shaun Pollock were
out in quick succession before Nel,
with a previous highest score of 12,
playedasurprisingly effective hand.
South Africa opted for anall-seam
bowling attack while India picked a
side with seven batsmen and only
four specialist bowlers, leaving out
all-rounder [rfan Pathan.
* They were still without opening
batsman Virender Sehwag, who
stuffered a finger injury before the
team's warm-up match in Benoni

lastThursday,

SCOREBOARD

_Scnmhaatd of ‘the South Africa
inningsin the second day-nightone-
day international at Kingsmead in

Durbanyesterday:
SOUTHAFRICA
 SmithlbwbZaheer 1
BosmanIbwbZaheer 22
Kallisnatout 119
GibbseDhonib Patel 2
DeVilliersstDhonibMongia 41
Bouchere Zaheer b Patel 23
_KempeDhonibAgatkar
PollockeTendulkarbAgarkar
Nelmunout(Agarkar) 22
Extras: (Ib-1,w-9) 10
al: (ForBwktsinS0overs) 248
all of wickets: 1-3, 2-47, 3-63, 4-150,
196,6-209,7-209,8-248
bat: Langeveldt, Ntini
low 0O M R W
el (R e
" ear 8 0 53 2
garkar 9 1 47 2
mnduikar 9 e o i)
Harbhajn 10 0 59 0
| Mongia 4 0 16 I

| INDIA: Tendulkar, Jaffer, Dravid, Kaif,
“Mongia, Raina, Dhoni,
farbhajan, Agarkar, Zaheer

é’i’i‘os:Suuth Alrica.

' Umpires: Billy Doctrove ‘and [an

Howell.

ather than concentrating just on
:ﬁlhe monotonous nets, the Tigers had
| adifferentkind of practice onthe last
as a batsman confronted the
ubmvlers with close-in fielding to

. bringintheflavourofmatch.
¢ "It's altogether different. No
! doubrabatsman got enough oppor-
| tunity whilehe was batingin the net
. !'but the new idea gave us a total
“ mateh flavour and 1 believe it will
help us! the delighted national

captainsaid,

The 33-year-old said he wants to
put aside two issues ahead of the
series - oneis not o create any hype
and theotherisnottothinkaboutthe
natureofthe wickers.

"We don't want to make the same
mistake we had made during our
- away series in Zimbabwe. You all

. know thar the result of the hype
! ended in our 2-3 series loss because
. 'werallad to cope with pressure. [ told
. my boys to think match by match
{ and first ensure the series victory,”
+ said Bashar.
! “"Another thing is we talk too
¢ much about the wicket that's why
' ¢ don't want to focus on this issue this
* time, We have a very balanced side |
. withgoodspin and paceoptions, soit
15 pointless to think about the condi-
§ ﬁcrm.ﬁutlhnpe the wicket will help
. thespinnersasusual," hehoped.

[ - 2
: Title to go
- FROM PAGE 17
after the three remaining Super Five
* teams -- Abahani, Usha and Sonali
. Bank -~ demanded to end the league
~before next month's Asian Games
~and threatened not to send their
. players to the national camp until a
sofution,
Yesterday's meeting also decided
to ban Abahani defender Khokon for
' threematehes and finehimTk 10,000
for assaulting Usha's Pakistani player
Mohammed Saglain during their
. leagueencounter.
"It was another decision taken by
 the president prior to the meeting.
The president was convinced after
‘watchingvideo footage of the match
- and imposed the punishmenton the
] Abahani player,” informed BHEF
generalsecretary Shamsul Bari.
1 "The Super Five has been
| cancelled considering the present
polilical situation as well as the
. stalemateof theleague, Noonein the
5 m&ﬂng opposed but one or two
-T reminded the president
'*I.hal apart from Khokon, a few other
i players were involved in the inci-
 dent." said Bari.
t The BHF has decided to further
in te the issue and the reasons
" behind the crowd violence thatled to
destruction of federation properties.
* A three-member committee headed
* by its vice-president Shahriar Alam
- wasformed.
" The committee, also featuring
« Shamsul Bari and PS 1o the Air Chief
. group Captain Sayeed, will submitits
| repart to the executive commirtee by
| November25,

Patel,

PHOTO: AFP
EYES ON THE BALL: Indian tennis star Sania Mirza engages in a training routine at the Lal Bahadur Indoor Tennis
StadiuminHyderabad on Tuesday.

@ennis

AFP, Melbourne

Australian tennis is set to become
the target of a poaching raid for its
coaching talent by Hritain's
cashed-up Lawn Tennis
Association, reports said
Wednesday.

The Melboume Age newspaper

said the LTA has allegedly offered

“to multiply, even triple, the salaries
of at least four Tennis Australia
coachingand developmentstaif.

The LTA, having already snared
high-profile American coaches
Brad Gilbert and Paul Annacone
on massive contracts in recent
months, has singled out several

SAUStrilians in its efforts (o trans-
form some of the massive annual
Wimbledon surplus into on-court
British glory.

Tennis Australia’s director of
player development Craig Tiley
said he was aware of LTA offerstoat
least four key members of a staff
that has already experienced an 80
percent turnover since Tiley and

chief executive Steve Wood were
installed in July 2005,

"The LTA have been very
aggressive in recruiting some of
our staff and our coaches,” Tiley
toldThe Age.

He admitted he was "not that
comfortable” with the methods
the LTA employed.

"They've got an international
recruiting agency to find the peo-
ple who are delivering in the other
federations from around the world
and they've been heavy on the
recruitment of our talented people
andjustenticing them by money.

"You saw the Gilbert offer, you'll
soon see some others. They are
very, very significant, and it's
tough for those people to pass that
e Ifsomemm said to you 'do you

 triple yo
ynu'd think hard about it, wouldn't
you?"

Tiley said the offers could not,
and would not, be matched, par-
ticularly given the strength of the
British pound.

Swede Peter Lungdren, whose
former clients include Roger
Federer and Marat Safin, is the new

r tnoney? well, |

Brits to poach Aussie talent

British Davis Cupcoach.

"It's a constant battle trying to
keep (staff) without constantly
matching financial offers, because
we're not in the position to be able
to do that, especially when you're
talking about the exchange rate,"
Tiley said. "And nor do we want to
getinto thargame.”

Tiley also confirmed he
intended to meet Darren Cahill in
[the next fewweeks, the in-demand
coachhaving returned to his native
Adelaide from Las Vegas to mull
over several offers, including one
to remain in Andre Agassi's
employ.

"First and foremost, [ want to
find out what Darren wants to do,
based on his time and current
commitments,” Tley said.

M eed todget some feedback
from Darréen on what his own
personal objectives are and, hope-
fully, we can match them with what
ourabjectivesare.

"He wants to help Australian
tennis, and it may be a case that he
wants to wait a couple of years, but
I personally would love to have him
inany capacity.”

FROM PAGE 17

within 96 runs ofbecoming the first
man o score 12,000 runs in Test
cricket.

The West Inclies innings was the
highest total they have ever scored
against Pakistan in Pakistan, sur-
passing the 493 they racked up in
Karachiin 1974, :

Lara, 196 overnight, took a single
and then drove fast bowler Umar

iul through the covers for three
runs to complete his career's ninth
double hundred.

His double century came off 241
balls and contained 21 boundaries
and seven sixes. He hit another
boundary off Gul before holing out
atlong-on, where Shoaib Malik took
a straightforward catch off leg-
spinner Danish Kaneria.

Kaneria said despite Lara's
bashing he was satisfied with his
howling.

“The pitch gave no help and
when you have a master batsman in
great form you can do little,” said
Kaneria, who was hit for three sixes
and two boundaries in one over by
LaraonTuesday.

"Not many bowlers in the world
have escaped Lara's wrath but in the
end [ had the consolation of getting

Pakistan fight back

him. It was late but it stll was a
prized wicket,” said the 25-year-old
leg-spinner, who finished with 5-
181,

Lara's innings of complete
authority and gritlasted 262 balls, or
432 minutes.

The tourists lost Denesh Ramdin
to fast bowler Shahid Nazir for 11
after they resumed the day at509-5
before Kaneria got into the act with
Lara's prized scalp and then
removed Dave Mohammed for 36,

Razzaq took the last two wickets
to finishwith 2-65

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth
day of the second Test between
Pakistan and the West Indies at
Multan Cricket Stadium on
Wednesday:

PAKISTAN: Firstinnings 357 (Farhat
74, Younis 56, Yousuf56; Taylor5-91)
WEST INDIES: First innings (over-
night509-5)

Gaylelbwb Kaneria 93
Gangalbwb Kaneria a2
Larac Malik b Kaneria 216
Mortonlbwhb Gul 5
Chanderpaul c Razzaq b Nazir 14
Bravo cYounisb Kaneria 89
RamdincAkmal b Nazir 11

Mohammed st Akmal b Kaneria 36

Powell Ibw b Razzaq 9
Taylorlbwb Razzaq : 1
Collymare notout 1
Extras: (b-9,1b-18.nb-7) 34
Total: (Alloutin 167 4 overs) 591

Fall of wickets: 1-162, 2-220, 3-281,
4-302, 5-502, 6-533, 7-563, 8-583, 9-
590

Bowler 0} | R w
Gul 38 13 96 1
Nazir 29 2 103 2
Kaneria 46 7 181 5
Razzagq 7.4 4 65 2
Hafeez 24 2 72 0
Malik 13 1 47 0
PAKISTAN: Second innings

HafeezbTaylor 18
Farhatnot out 70

Younisc Ramdin b Mohammed 56

Yousufnotout 56
Extras: (b-4, b4, nb-2, w-3) 13
Total; (For2wkisin 66 overs) 213
Fallofwickets: 1-24,2-124

Bowler O M R W
Taylor 14 I 40 1
Collymore 13 5 30 0
Gayle 6 | e [l
Powell 10 ol AR
Bravo 10 3 24 0
Mohammed 11 4 40 0
Chanderpaul 2 0 9 0
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Ashrafulended the day at 166with 21
fours. .

But Ashraful, in his second rescue
act for Dhaka after pulling them out
of a hole in the previous match, was
not relaxed and wanted to 'finish the
job' hestarted.

"Lam not thinking about anything
elserightnow other thanscoring runs,
Iwantto finish theworkat hand," said
the world's youngest Test centurion
whosesidenowlead by 94 runs.

BARISALVKHULNA
Arafat Salahuddin was left stranded
on 94 not out as Barisal lost their [ast
three wickets for 41 runs. He struck
16 boundariesinhis 210-ballknock.

Having done so well with the bat,
Arafat went on to pick two wickets as
the Barisal bowlers tore through the
Khulna batting. Opener Nazmus
Sadat offered some resistance scor-
ing36. Therestofthe batsmenall had
starts but failed fo score an a good
wicketat the Dhaka venue,

Tapasht Ghosh and Hannan
Sarkar took two wickets as well as
Khulna slipped to 181 for eight at

stumps.

Khulna are trailing by 105 runs
and with only two wickets remain-
ing, look to be giving away the first
innings pointsarleast.

RAJSHAHIVSYLHET

Opener Farhad Hossain and Nagem
Islam added only 17 runs to their
avernight wral before the [atter fell
Ibw to experienced seamer Hasibul
Hossain for51.

Farhad was also dismissed by the
same bowler for a 152-ball 75 when
heedged towicketkeeper MithunAlL
All-rounder Mushfiqur Rahman
then played a virtual lone hand to
remain undefeated on 50. He shared
a 60-run stand with Junaid Imrose,
the retred hurt opener who cam
hack, but therestfell tothe controlled
spinofNabil Samad and Alok Kapali.

Nabil took five for 76 while Alok
picked two.

As they were behind by 147 runs,
Sylhet slipped further into trouble as
they lost Golam Rahman and Rezaul
Haq by five overs into their secand
innings.

Ashraful lights up with 166

BRIEFSCORES

CHITTAGONG: First Innings: 238;
DHAKA: First Innings: 332-4 in 90
overs (Uttam 9, Anwar, 15, Riyad 20,

Al Shahriar 1, Ashraful 166%, Ayub

103% Sunny 2-104, Kamrul 1-31,
Tareq 1-53).

BARISAL: First Innings: 286 alloutin
1134 overs (Imran 1, Hannan 1,
Arman 1, Hasan 1, Kabir 65, Bashar
30, Amafat 94*, Lablu 49, Tapash 4,
Sajidul 3, Mukhtar 0, extras 31; Dollar
5-44, Manjarul 2-34, Manjurul 1-14,
Ziaur1-72, Kabir 1-64).

KHULNA: First Innings: 181-8 in 66
overs (Sadat 36, Sajjad 11, Alam B,
Sahagir 26, Manzarul 18, Jamal 0,
Salim 34*, Ziaur 11, Dollar 28, Kabir
0¢; Arafat 2-20, Flannan 2-38, Tapash
2-34, Rajan 1-22).

SYLHET: First Innings: 181 and
second innings: 6-2 in 5.1 overs
(Rahman 5; Shahjada 2-6);
RAJSHAHE FirstInnings: 328alloutin
102.2 overs (Imrose 44, Farhad 75,
Anisur 8, Naeemn 51, Rahim 15, Hasan
17, Mushfiqur 507, Mahbub 4, Arif 13,
Shahjada 26, Alamgir 9; Tapash 1-29,
Hasibul2-67, Nabil 5-76, Kapali 2-89).

Paes to skip
Asian Hopman
Cup

AFP, Hyderabad

India's tennis star Leander Paes
has pilled out of the inaugural
Asian Hopman Cup starting here
on Thursday to recover from a
finger injury before next manth's
Asian Games.

Paes suffered the injury during
the Masters Cup in Shanghai last
week where he and partner Martin
Damm of the Czech Republic
reached the doubles semi-finals.

Paes, who was due to play the
singles and mixed doubles with
Sania Mirza in the six-nation Asian
Hopman Cup, will miss the tourna-
ment so that he can be fit for the
Asian Games in Doha from
December 1-15.

"The decision has been made
keeping in mind the best interests
of the nation, and allow Leander to
recoup and become fully fit for the
more important national duty of
participating in the Doha ‘Asian
Games,"” said Indian tennis official
AnilKhanna.

"The strenuous pressure af
playing singles and mixed doubles
against the top men and women
players from Asia - China, Japan,
Philippines, Chinese Taipei and
Thailand - could have jeopardized
his participation in the Asian
Games."

Davis Cupper Rohan Bopana
will replace Paes in the Hopman
Cup team event where a man and
woman player play two singles and
adoubles martch.

The winner pockets a purse of
20,000 dollars anclearns a place in
the main Hopman Cup to be held
in Perth, Australia next month.

Five confirm
Adelaide
participation

AEP, Sydney

Five of the world's top-20 ranked
tennis players have been con-
firmed for the Adelaide
International next January, tourna-
ment organisers said Wednesday.

Finland's Jarkko Nieminen
(world No 15) is the top-ranked
player for the December 31-
January 7 event,

\The other top-20 ranked players
in the draw will be Serbian Novak
Djokovic (16), Frenchman Richard
Gasquet (i8), Czech Radek
Stepanek (19) and hometown hero
Lleyton Hewitt (20), a two-time
winnerinAdelaide.

The 2005 winher Joachim
Johansson of Sweden will return to
defend his title and former winners
Dominik Hrbaty of the Slovak
Republic (21) and defending cham-
pion Florent Serra of [taly (61) will
alsobe back.

The Adelaide tournament has
been confirmed as the ATP's first
tournament to trial its new 32-
playerhybrid formatround-robin.

Prime Bank
Rating Chess

SpoRTS REPORTER

FIDE Master Abu Sufian Shakil
shared the lead with five other
players after the third round of the
Prime Bank 9th International
Rating Chess Tournament yester-
day.

Like Shakil, Mohammad Javed,
Sohel Chowdhury, Chanchal
Kumar Ghosh, Delwar Hossainand
Monir Hossain have won all their
three rounds to stay level on maxi-
mum three points.

In the third round, Shakil beat
Arman, Javed beat Taherul, Sohel
beat Kajal, Chanchalbeat Mahbub,
Delwar beat Saiful and Monir beat
Mithu.

Hype takes

FROM PAGE 17
Here it is of a rivalry that is so
uncomplicated that most literary
written in its respect falls short of
explaining its glory. The Ashes of
2006-07 will go down in history in
two different forms -- Australia’s
final proof of their greatness or
England'sactual renaissances.

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting
{captain), Adam Gilchrist, Stuart
Clark, Michael Clarke, Matthew
Hayden, Mike Hussey, Mitchell
Johnson, Justin Langer, Brett Lee,
Damien Martyn, Glenn McGrath,
ShaneWarne.

ENGLAND (from): Andrew Flintoff
(captain), Andrew Strauss, Alastair
Cook, lan Bell, Kevin Pietersen,
Paul Collingwood, Geraint Jones,
Ashley Giles, Matthew Hoggard,
James Anderson, Steve Harmison,
Monty Panesar.

De la Pena

FROM PAGE 20
remainder of his career to the club
he joined in 2002,

The former Barcelona schemer
has enjoyed a renaissance with the
2006 Copa del Rey winners, win-
ninghis first Spain cap in 2005.

Lara wants a lot more

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Mulian

Brian Lara is already the most
prolific batsman in Test cricket
history, yet after scoring a magnifi-
cent 216 against Pakistan on
Wednesday he still has the desire
formore.

“I am still very enthusiastic
about the game and every time [ go
outin the middle [ want to do well,"
said Lara, whose 34th Test century
puthis team inastrong position for
aseries-levelling win.

"I want to see the West Indies do
well and I still have that energy and
that desire to go out there and
perform,” said Lara, rated as

among the greatest batsmen to

grace thegame.

He destroyed Pakistan's bowl-
ing attack with a flurry of strokes
after his arrival at the crease in the
second Test at Mulian Stadium
earlyTuesday.

Lara raced to his 49th Test half-
century off just 48 balls and then
cut loose with three sixes and (wo
boundaries to take 26 off one over
fromleg-spinner Danish Kaneria.

At ane point he was in sight to
score the second fastest century --
67 by Jack Gregory of Australia
against South Africa at
Johannesburg in 1921 -- but in the

end he kept his team's interests
above his own personal mile-
stones.

He still managed to reach his
hundred off 77 balls, the ninth
fastest ever, and became the fifth
batsman to score a century before
lunchinTestericket,

Kaneria suffered the most,
conceding 69 runs off just 29 balls,
including five sixes.

Lara said he wanted to blast
Kaneriaoutoftheattack.

"Oneoltheir main threats when
the ball gets old was Kaneria and [
thoughrt that to have that psycho-
logical advantage it was necessary
for us as a team and it worked
pretty well, he stayed away from
the attack for the majority of the
day.
"But he was still their most
successful bowler, so credit must
be given to him for showing a lot of
character.”

Lara said he would not rate his
innings against his others but was
happy that it helped his team press
foraserieslevelling win after losing
the first Test by nine wickets in
Lahore,

"I'm quite happy to do that, [
relish the apportunity but in terms
of categorizing this innings, [ don't
see the nead to. I just enjoyed itand
carry on for the benefit of the
team," said the 37-year-old
Trinidadian.

During this knock Lara over-
hauled legendary Australian bats-
man Don Bradman's record of 18
scores above 150 inTests.

He now has 34 centuries in 130
Tests -- joint second in the all-time
century makers' list with former *
indian opener Sunil Gavaskar, and
one less than another Indian,
contemporary Sachin Tendulkar
who has35.

Lara already has the most runs
in Test cricket with 11,904, and
holdsthe record for the highest Test
innlngs of 400 not out, made
against England at St. John's,
Antigua two years ago.

Lara's 501 not out made far
Warwickshire against Durham in
the English county season in 1994
is the highest individual score in a
first class innings.

One person who watched Lara
hit that quintuple hundred was
Pakistan coach BobWaolmer.

"I know what Mr Lara can do. |
always worry about Lara bécause I
was Warwickshire coach when he
made 501 and scored eight centu-
riesinarow," Woolmersaid.

Pakistan's bowling coach Wagar
Younis, who bowled against Lara,
described him asagenius.

"There is no doubt he is a
genius. It was a wonderful innings
and there was little chance against
him when he is batting like this,"
saidWaqar.

Ponting trusts McGrath

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Brisbane

Australian skipper Ricky Ponting
has restated his faith in Glenn
MeGrath to rise to the occasion as
the ageing fast bowler goes into
Thursday's Ashes opener with
limited preparation.

MecGrath's ability to bowl suc-
cessive spells in hot weather was
called Into question Wednesday
when the Australians released
tearaway fast bowler Shaun Tait
from the Test squad, opening the
way for the home team to go into
the Gabba Test with just four bowl-
ers.

MeGrath, the third highest Test
wicket-taker of all time, with 542
wickets, has had limited first-class
bowling since early January, after
[‘lkmg eight manths, uut of cricket
th tend w his ilwife. '

The 36-year-old paceman
preferred wo use a one-day series in
Malaysia and the limited-overs
Champions Trophy to work his way
back into form and fitness and
bowled 18 overs in the tour match
between New South Wales and
England a week ago.

But Ponting said he trusted
McGrath to produce the goods in
the eagerly awaited opening match
ofthe five-Testseries.

"I think Glenn knows his body
and knows himself probably better
than anyone else and he's not
going to take himself into a game if

cent prepared. So you have to shnw
a lot of trust in these sort of play-
ers," Ponting said Wednesday.

"If you loak at Shane Warne (37)
he hasn't done alot of bowling over
the last couple of days getting
prepared either, but he knows what
he has to do, knows how he has to
ger ready and [ think Glenn is
exactly the same.

"I've got no concerns on him
because [ know he will get himself
ready and prepared and you know
with those champion players when
they do ke to the field the best
comesoutinthem.

"They save themselves for these
big moments and hopefully you'll
see that come out.”

Ponting said he was prepared to
help share the workload with other
howling part-timers if the condi-
tionsdictated.

"If we go in with four bowlers
there's going to be, a lot of hard
work that has to'be'done by them
alongtheway,” hesaid.

"It might be that [ might have to
bowl a few overs or Mike Hussey or
Michael Clarke. We have some
good part-timers to bowl if
needed.” _

With Taitout of the reckoning, it
will now be between Stuart Clark

and Mitchell Johnson for the third -

pace bowler to support McGrath
and Bretr Lee. :

Although Ricky Ponting did not
reveal his hand ar his captain's
press canference, he did indicate
that the steadier Clark might gethis
chance, saying the younger
Johnson's "time is definitely going

tocome”,
"Stuart gave a rnrm-af-:he-

series pecformance in the anly Test
series he played in South Africa, He
was well and truly the ipick of our
bowlers over there and he has
started off this season very well
Ponting said.

"Mitchell's done everything
that's been asked of him'in the one-
dayformofthegame, |

"He's impraved in leaps and
bounds aver thelast 12 months and
grown within himself. He's a lot
more confident howler than what
he was 12 months ago and since
we've been back from India he
bowled very well in the one first-
classgamein Perth.

"So they both have strong cises
and it's up to the selectors now o
make thefinal call.

"Mitchell wants to keep leasi-
ingallthe time and he's very highlv-—
talented and skilled, so his tni i
definitelygoingtocome.”

Ponting said he expected to bat
first should he win the toss, :

"I think there's more moisture
initthan normal for this time of the
preparation and Kev (curator Kevin
Mitchell) feels the same,” he said of
the Gabha pitch.

"The weather's great, so [ think
itwilldryoutabit today. ”

"Brisbane is no a place
where we like to bar first, It's the
place that Shane Warne loves bowl-
ing and-it's his favourite venue in
Australia to bowl leg-spin with the
pace the ball spins at and the
bounce.”

he doesn't think he's not 100 per

'England's peak far away'

mricket

AFP, Brishane

Skipper Andrew Flintoff says it is
dangerous to discard England's
Ashes victory last year as a one-off
win by a team that has already
peaked, going into the return series
hereThursday.

The match-winning all-rounder
believes the England team is still
improving and is well up to holding
on to the um they seized from Ricky
Ponting's Aussies in last year's
momentousseries,

Bookmakers have installed
Australia as strong favourites to
retrieve the Ashes, with England not
having won a series Down Under in
20years.

Flintoff starred with bat and ball
as England upset the Australians 2-1
in last year's epic series to end a 16-
year Ashes domination by the
Aussies.

"We played well in 2005. If you
lookat the side now, some of the lads
who played in that series hadn't

played a great deal of Test cricket,”
Flintoff said at his captain's press
conferenceWednesday.

"Since then we have had more
experience and we've had a few
people come in for a few various
reasonsand performed.

"It will be dangerous to say the
team has peaked. 1 think as a side
we're gaining more experience and
we'regetting better.

"Even on the tour so far I think
there has been a definite improve-
ment and difference in the way the
sideis playingso Iwouldn'tsay we've
peaked byanystretch.”

While the Australians have strung
together 11 wins from their 12 Tests
sincethelastAshes, England, exclud-
ing The Oval forfeit success against
Pakistan, have just four victories out
of 13. But Flintoff is not disheartened
by the bald statistics.

"l think the side aver the past
three years has put in some great
performances against good sides,”
hesaid.

"We don't see the Ashes 2005 asa
one-off. We beat everybody else we
played against, except Pakistan in

Pakistan, but the one thing we're
desperate to do is back up that 2005

performancehere.”
The remaining selegtion call rests
between the two left- spinners,

Ashley Giles and Monty Panesar, the
first Sikh to play Test cricket for
England.

Giles played in all ﬁvec\.'.hu'l’mts
last year, capturing 10 wickets and
chipping in with 155 runs. His
lengthy injury spell this year has
allowed Panesar to ke 32 '.-rlckels in
10Tests.

"It'saclosecall. It'ssomething the
coach (Duncan Fletcher) and T will
speak about and will have a final one
after the toss twomorrow,” Flintoff
said.

"Monty has bowled well in the
English summer. He'sgottop players
out and he's batted at No.# and
scored some vitalruns.

"The coach will probably make
his final decision this evening and
announce theside tomorrow.”

Flintoff said he had been amazed
at the number of English supparters
he had encountered in Brisbane for
theAshesopener.

Nakamura stuns United

FROM PAGE 20 ;
international Jiri Jarosik and Shaun
Maloney on in place of Polish
striker Maciej Zurawski and Dutch
midfielder Evander Sno.

The switch seemed to have the
desired effect and Celtic ook the
upper hand in the opening stages
ofthe first-hall.

In the 53rd minute a poor kick-
out from United goalkeeper Edwin
Van Der Sar found its way to
Nakamuria, The -Japanese
playmaker played the ball to
Danish midfielder Thomas
Gravesen whose shot from 20-
vards required the Dutch interna-
tional stopper to dive low to his
righttosave.

This promising period for Celtic
did'nt last and United soon took
command.

In the final quarter hour both
sides wereevenly matched.

United's Portuguese interna-
tional Cristiano Ronaldo tried to
take matters into his own hands
with a mesmerising run in the 78th
minute which concluded with a
shot from 18 yards but which
deflected off the foot of Lee Naylor
and flew just wide of the post with
Borucat full-stretch,

With 10 minutes remaining Celtic
were awarded a free-kick 35-yards
from goal when United defender
NemanjaVidic fouled Jarosik. ;

Nakamura, who had scored
from a set-piece from a similar
position against United at Old
Trafford, stepped up and curled a

~ perfect left-foot shot which loaped

over the wall and into the top cor-
nerofthe net.

United threw everything at
Celtic to try and salvage the point
they needed to qualify and with a
minute remaining they were
awarded a penalty when Ronaldo's
free-kick struck the hand of
Maloney.

Saha took the kick and hit a
powerful right-foot effort towards
the left-hand corner only for Boruc
to throw himself to his right and
palmthe way.

Ferguson refused to Iay the
blameat Saha'sdoor.

"Louis is obviously disap-
pointed to miss the penalty but the
players will help to lift him because
weare all together at this club.

"There areno problems with the
boy. | am sure he will miss another
penalty in his career at some
point.”



