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Lebanon violence
could spread

Fears ME leaders

AFP, Cairo

The assassination of an anti-Syrian
Lebanese minister has sent tremors
through the Middle East, with
leaders voicing fears yesterday of
further unrest in Lebanon and

nd.

“While governments scrambled
to condemn the murder of Industry
Minister Plerre Gemayel and Syria

ressed ou that fingers were

pointed in its direction, the

ull impact of the killing was still

being assessed in Middle Eastern
capirals.

‘Arab League Secretary General
Amr Mussa described the killing as
a"terroristassassination”,

“This operation is condemned
in thestrongest way, as it could lead
to turmoil in the country,” said
Mussa, who is expected to attend
Gemayel's funeral on Thursday.

Gemayel, a 34-year-old
Maronite Christian, was gunned
down in a Beirut suburb on
Tuesday, the highest-profile killin
in a series of assassinations and
attacks since the April 2005 with-
drawal of Syrian troops from
Lebanon. ‘

- His grandfather was the founder
of theright- Phalangist party --
one of the main protagonists in
Lebanon's 1975-1990 civil war --

and his uncle was assassinated in
1982, days before heing sworn in as
president.

Lebanese Social Affairs Minister
Nayla Moawad -- whose husband
Rene was assassinated just 17 days
after becoming president in 1989 --
and Druze leader Walid Jumblartt
openly accused Syrin of being
behind Gemayel'smurder.
=~ But Syria's ambassador in
Washington, Imad Mustapha,
categorically denied his country's
involvement in the assassination
andargued thatthestringof killings
wasalso harming Syria.

Israel, which fought a war this
summer with Lebanon's Syrianand
Iran-backed Hezbollah Shia militia,
quickly denied it had a hand in the

killi:::ﬁi

"The struggle continues in
Lebanon, and [staelis not involved,”
Deputy Prime Minister Shimon
Peres told Israeli public radio.

"It's a struggle between
Hezbollah, which wants to see an
Iranian Lebanon, and the majority
of Lebanese who want a soverei
Lebanon ... We need to monitor the
situation closely.”

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert expressed fears of regional
repercussions in a telephone con-
versation Tuesday with his Italian
counterpart, Romano Prodi.

AZiz agrees

FROM PAGE 1

A meeting source said the presi-

dent informed the council of advis-

ers about the CEC's verbal consent
to go on a leave at the very begin-
ning of themeeting.

The information adviser could
not specify when the leave will
begin, as Aziz did not inform the
president about his decision offi-
. cially in writing yet. He however

said the CEC might go on a leave
any time soon.

Asked, whowillactasthe CECin
absence of Aziz, Mahbubul said the
president will decide it in accor-
dancewith thelaws.

. Replying to a query, the infor-
mation adviser said the president
willaddress the nation onreceiving
a formal letter from the CEC.
Meanwhile, an adviser on condi-
tion of anonymity, told The Daily
Star last night that the president

will deliver the address to the

Yo

el 4 -party caalmam

O When Tpouenalists asked  the
adviser whether the two new com-
missioners will be appointed on
the basis of a consensus among
electoral parties, he said, "There
hasn't beenadecision on thatyet,"

Adviser Dr Akbar Ali Khan how-
ever told reporters yesterday after-
noon that the president and chief
adviser assured them of appointing
non-party persons te the EC who
willbe acceptable toall.

Following the presidential
initiative to break the political
deadlock on Monday, the day a
presidential delegation met MA
Aziz, the entire country was waiting
with anticipation for news of a
positive result, but CEC MA Aziz
took three days to inform the presi-
dentabouthis decision.

The anticipation for his resigna-
tion was mounting since yesterday
morning as he refrained from

attending office without initiating

the process of taking a leave of
absence. If Aziz had preferred to
take a leave of absence, he would
have to authorise an election com-
missioner to act as the CEC
through holding a meeting of the
EC.

Election Commissioner Justice
Mahfuzur Rahman yesterday
afternoon categorically said the EC
did not hold such a meeting to
discuss the issue. "In fact, I am not
aware ofit," he told reporters NEW-
ing 10 a query on whether Aziz had
authorised him to act as the acting
CEC.

Officials of the EC Secretariat
also expressed their ignorance
about the reason for the sudden
absenceofAziz fromtheoffice, "We
don't know anything about the
reason why he (Aziz) did notatiend
the office today,” Mohammad
Zakoria, in charge of additional
secretary to the EC Secretariat, told
reporters yesterday afternoon.

Before rushing to Bangabhaban
yesterday noon, Secretary to the EC
Secretariat Abdur Rashid Sarkar
told reporters that he would brief
the newsmen on his return from
the president's office. But he did
notreturn tothe EC Secretariat.

The sudden absence of Aziz
from the office also triggered spec-
ulationsin the EC Secretariatabout
his next course of action.

One election commissioner
however communicated with MA
Aziz over the telephone, but he
declined to say anything about
their conversation.

Meanwhile, Election
Commissioner Justice Mahfuzur
Rahman said he did not have any
communication with MA Aziz, "I
cannot communicate with him to
discuss the delicate matter of

Bhuiyan hails
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president is within the ambit of the
constitution. So, we welcome this,”
he tald a satellite television chan-
nel in an instant reaction to the
president'saddress.

Bhuiyan hoped that the 14-
party alliance would accept the
solution and withdraw their block-

_adeprogramme.
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whether he will take a leave of
absenceorresign.”

CEC MA Aziz, who assumed the
office on May 23 last year during
the BNP-led alliance government's
regime, has been mired in contro-
versy regarding preparation of the
voterlistoverthe last 18 months.

Along with major political
parties, different organisations of
professionals and civil society
personalities have also been
demanding reconstitution of the
EC for holding a free and fair elec-
tion. In a recent development,
foreign diplomats also started
speaking against the Aziz-led EC
saying the people have lost confi-
denceinthe presentcommission.

As o result, the council of advis-
ers to the caretaker government
from its first meeting on November
1 started searching for ways to
make the EC credible, but they
faced enormous difficulties as MA

advisers o hold™
poleical pareies fram Sovembier 03
to 15,

During the talks, most of the

political parties strongly '

demanded reconstitution of the EC
through removal of Aziz. Finally,
the president decided to initiate
the recent move on Monday night
as 14= party resumed its country-
wide indefinite blockade after a
four-daybreak.

OnMonday, the presidentsenta
three-member delegation to per-
suade MA Aziz to take a leave of
absence or to resign for resolving
the political crisis.

Justice Sultan Hossain Khan and
Justice AKM Sadeque, two former
CEC's, had resigned from the post
in 1991 and 1996 respectivelyinthe
face of similar popular movements
demandingtheirouster.

Victory today
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of the Election Commission is the
demand of the people, The present
EC cannot be a complete one with-
out reconstitution, he said adding
thatthe ECisyettobereconstituted.

“The president's announcement
is not enough for a free and fair elec-
tion. So, we are reiterating our
demand for reconstitution of the
Election Commission,” Jalil said,
adding that the 14-party alliance's
movementswill continue.

Emerging from the
Bangabhaban, Jalil told reporters
thathe asked the president/CAto the
caretaker government to remove
Election Commissioner SM Zakaria
and other controversial commis-
sioners from the Election
Commission (EC) for the sake of a
neutralelection.

He also demanded that the presi-
dent should appoint neutral persons
to the EC, No controversial person
will be a tahle, he told reporters
after meeting President Tajuddin
Ahmed at Bangabhaban,

Jalil, also the general secretary of
Awami League, AL leader
Asaduzzaman Noor and Vice
Chairman of Bangladesh Bar
Council Rokanuddin ud met
the president at 9:50pm. The meet-
ingcontinued till 11:05pm.

Terming Chief Election
Commissioner MA Aziz's going on
Ieave as 'avictory of people’, [alil said
‘controversial' commissioner SM
Zakaria and other officials are still
there. "Such half-done step is not
acceptable,” hetold reporters,

Jalil said the caretaker govern-
ment must remove the 300 upazila
based election officers appointed on
political considerations by the imme-
diate past BNP-Jamaat ent.

"We have heard thatthe president
has taken a decision to appoint two
more election commissioners with-
out consulting the advisers which is
againaviolation to the constitution,”
hesaid.

"The appointments [of two com-
missioners] have to be made after
consulting the advisers. The four
advisers who earlier had talks with
political parties ing reconsti-
tution o hui:: Elec tlll; Cummir:slioa
can give U, ons regardin
the &sh appulnﬁf:m and ecﬁug
Commission reconstitution after
hnldinq‘discusslunswith the political
parties,” Jaliladded.

logues ' with

Aggrieved officials
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secretaries and senior assistant
secretaries are posted as divi-
sional commissioners, deputy
commissioners and upazila
nirbahi officers on seniority basis
for the next 68 days for conduct-
ing election, it will not create any
misgivings among the political
parties, theysaid,

The officials led by Abu Alam
Md Shaheed Khan, Shameem
Chowdury, Abul Kalam Azad and
Kazi Ansar Uddin also demanded
immediate transfer of all 'desk
level officers' from the establish-
ment ministry, home ministry,
Cabinet Division and Election
Commission Secretariat.

They expressed their frustra-
tion at the caretaker govern-
ment's '[ailure’ to ensure neutral-
ity in the administration and
'dilly-dally” in case of promotions
and transfers.

The officials stressed immedi-
ate formulation a policy guide-
line for transfer and promotion,
and its proper implementation.

They complained to the
adviser that the previous BNP-led
coalition government ousted
hundreds of officials from service
or made them OSDs (officer on
special duty) in gross violation
rules and regulations,

Officials who were given spe-
cial facilities during the coalition
rule still continue to hold vital
posts, they alleged.

UK minister
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to oversee the election to ensure
fairness in the election and elec-
tion campaign of Bangladesh.

He thanked Bangladesh for its
support to Britain in the last five
yearsindifferent sectors, including
anti-terrorism campaign.

British High Commissioner
Anwar Choudhury was present at
themeeting.

Former foreign minister M
Morshed Khan told the reporters
that the BNP chairperson apprised
the British minister of the country's
political situation and the "Awami
League-sponsored anarchy and
vandalism".

About the Election
Commission, he said BNP will
accept any decision of the care-
taker government within the ambit
ofthe constitution.

Ol
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Oli blamed BNP for Tuesday's
attack on LOP men at different
points at Patiya that left two
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. peaple killed and over 20 injured.

He said the BNP leaders

became crazy seeing huge sup-

orts for LDP in Chittagong and
aunched the attack.

The LDP executive president
said his party will form an elec-
toral alliance with the 14-party
combine to take part in the tgrth-
coming general election, "The
fuur»qm:ry alliance would never
be able to come to power again if
we (the alliance) can nominate
candidates through consensus,”
believed Oli.

The BNP-led alliance will not
win in any of the 22 constituen-
cies in Chittagong if nominations
are given in a planned way, he
observed.

Olisaid BNP hasbecome asafe
haven for criminals and corrupt
people.

LDP leader Redwan Ahmed
and Shahadat Hossain Selim were
also present at the press confer-
ence.

RALLIES IN DHAKA

The leaders and activists of LDP,
Jatiya Oiky Mancha and
Bangladesh Tarikat Federation
yesterday condemned the killings
of two LDP men by the BNP activ-
ists in Chittagong on Tuesday.

During a rally held at Dhaka's

-Moghbazar area to mark the

third-day of the countrywide
blockade, the Oikya Front leaders
alleged that three BNP men--
Gazi Shahjahan Jewel, Saifuddin
Khaled Babu and Rejaul Karim
Nesa-- led the group that
attacked the LDP men in
Chittagong.

LDP leaders Maj Gen (retd)
Anwarul Kabir Talukdar, Alamgir
Kabir and Maj Gen (retd) MA
Halim, Oikya Mancha leader
Abdur Raut and Ahid Uddin
addressed the rally.

Workers Party of Bangladesh
also condemned the killings of
two LDP men.

Iajuddin assures

FROM PAGE 1

announcing election schedule,
AkbarAli Khan said thatitis the job
of the EC. "We have no way but to
complete the election by 90 days of
the caretaker government,” he
added.

Earlier, nine advisers gathered
at an informal meeting at law
adviser's office in the secretariat.
After the meeting, Power and
Energy Adviser Hasan Mashhud
Chowdhury went to the
Bangabhaban to meet the presi-
dent, also the CA.

Most advisers, however,
remained tight-lipped about their
discussions.

"We have gathered to discuss
about the possible next steps of the
government after getting the CEC's
decision,” Adviser Sultana Kamal
told the reporters emerging from
the meeting. "Our main job is to
ensure a fair election and we are
discussing our jobs differently in
every changing atmasphere,” she
added.

NI
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Blockade continues
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withdrawn and alliance adherents
attended the rally.

Shibir activists gathered at the
north gate of Baitul Mokarram
mosqueat 11:00am and held a rally
there blocking the Paltan-
Motijheel road.

While a procession of JCD and
Shibirwas marching to Muktangon
area, they attacked JP leaders and
activists near a JP stage set up at
Bijoynagar. Twenty-two people
including JP leader Kazi [afar
Ahmed were injured during the
incident. Rab and police quickly
controlled the situation. ,

City wing of AL and its front
organisations, Jatiya Mohila Jote,
Jatiya Samajrantrik Dal, Gono
Forum, Workers Party of
Bangladesh, Communist Party of
Bangladesh, Shramik Malik Oikya
Jote, Liberal Democratic Party,
Islami Qikya Jote, Jaker Party and
Jatiya Party held rallies on
Bangabandhu Avenue.

The number of motorised vehi-
clesonthestreetsincreased further
from the morningyesterday.

"Wedon'tthink there willbe any
violence,” Rafiqul Islam, driver of a
Motijheel-bound bus, told this
correspondent at Abdullahpur bus
standin Uttarain themorning.

The number of passengers also
increased noticeably at all the bus
stoppages and several of them said
they had no alternative to defying
the blockade. "My office consid-
ered the situation the first couple of
days. But is it possible to remain
absentatoffices for days together?”
NGO worker AKM Azad said at
Mohakhali when he was going to
his office at Gulshan-2.

Despite the increase in the
number of passenger buses on the
streets, rickshaws, CNG-run three-
wheelers and taxicabs predomi-
nated the streets where there was
noblockade.

No long-route bus left Gabtoli
and Sayedabad bus terminals
during the last three days while
only three buses left for
Mymensingh from Mohakhali bus
terminal on insistence from pas-
sengers.

In Mirpur, blockaders chased a
Gulistan-bound bus when it
reached near Mirpur-10 round-
about at 10:30am. As a brickbat
thrown by the chasers hit helper
Babu in the face, he fell down from
the bus, witnesses said. He was
rushed to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where doctors declared
him dead.

Mirpur police, however, said
Babu was run over by a microbus
when he was crossing the road
hurriedly after getting down from
his bus as pickets were chasing the
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COUNTRY
The blockade programme was
observed peacelully in different
districts while it added to people's
sufferings.

Ten trains remained halted at
Rajshahi railway station, two at
Sreepur and Kawsa in Gazipur and
fivein Brmhmanbaria.

No bus plied on Dhaka-
Chittagong and Dhaka-Sylhet
routes while no vehicle plied over
the Jamuna Bridge.

Iraqi deaths hit
new high,
many emigrate

REUTERS, Baghdad

Iraqi deaths hit a new high in
October and 100,000 people are
fleeing abroad every month to
escape worsening violence that is
segregating the country on sectarian
lines, a UN report said on
Wednesday.

Paintinga grim picture of a popu-
lation caught in the cross-fire
between insurgents, militias, crimi-
nal gangs and security forces, the
bimonthly report put civilian deaths
in October at 3,709 -- 120 a day and
upfrom3,345inSeptember.

TheWhite House announced that
President George W. Bush would
meet Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
in Jordan next week to discuss trans-
ferring greater security responsibility
to US- tained Iraqi forces, a key
demandofthelraqigovernment.

British forces could hand over the
key southern oil city of Basra, which
generates almost all of Iraq's reve-
nues, and the rest of Basra province
to Iraqi forces by next spring, British
Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett
saidinLondon.

Khaleda
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employment.

Chaired by Agriculturists
Association of Bangladesh (AAB)
President Javed Igbal, the
exchange of opinion meeting was
addressed, among others, by for-
mer agriculture minister and BNP
Vice-Chairman MK Anwar,
Jatiyatabadi Krishak Dal General
Secretary ‘Shamsuzzaman Dudu,
former state minister for civil
aviation Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir, agriculturists Prof Golam
Ali Fakir, Prof Ibrahim
Khalil,Golam, Asaduzzaman,
Shamimur Rahman and Hasan

4-party to submit memo
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randum to the Election
Commission EC) today at 11:00am
topress homeits demand.

"Announce the election sched-
ule without delay and take appro-
priate measures for holding elec-
tion," BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan urged the
caretaker government (CG) and
the EC ata rally held at Muktangon
inthe capital.

"We will continue our demon-
strations in each thana, district
and
divisional headquarters until the
election schedule is announced,”
Bhuiyan told the rally protesting
‘anarchy, killings and terrorist
activities' by theld-party com-
bine,

The rally was staged also as a
political showdown by the four-
party during the countrywide
blockade enforced by the Awami
League (AL)-led 14-party.

Tension gripped Muktangon
and adjacent areas as the 14-party
also held a rally at nearby
Bangabandhu Avenue at the same
time.

A large number of police took
position between the two rallies to
prevent any clash. Though a pro-
cession of Bangladesh
Samajtantrik Dal (BSD) during the
rallies added to tension, police
acted promptly to avert any unto-
ward incident.

Amid tightened security, thou-
sands of leaders, activists and
supporters of four-party joined
the rally. Activists of Jamaat- e-
Islami and its student wing Shibir
were seen carrying hockey sticks
and other ticks.

"We (four-party) will not sit
idle if we are attacked, but we will
respond in the same way,”
Bhuiyan said without specifying
who mightattack them.

Criticising the I14-party com-
bine, the former LGRD minister
who was the chief guest at the
rally, said the AL wants to foil the
next election as it knows it cannot
win.

On EC reconstitution, he said,
"We will accept anything if that is
within the constitutional frame-
work. We want to save all such
institutions.”

Bogra Jubo Dal
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“They swooped on Mohon with
sharp weapons before knowing his
identity as they thought Mohon set
off the bombs," said a spot account
ofthe incident.

Critically injured Mohon was
taken to Mohammad Ali Hospital
where the doctors declared him
dead.

Thebodywashanded overtohis
familymembers.

He alleged the AL Is trying to
destroy all institutions in the
country.

He cautioned the people that

; "Democracy, economy and even
independence will be at stake if
they (AL) comes to power again."

BNP Standing Committee
member Moudud Ahmed said the
CG must act as per the constitu-
tion regarding reconstitution of
the EC.

Mayor of Dhaka and city BNP
President Sadeque Hossain
Khoka, who chaired the rally, said,
"Weonlywant election quickly, no
matter who is chief election com-
missioner.”

Jamaat Secretary General Ali
Ahsan Mujahid demanded said
election schedule must be
announced without further delay.

Other speakers included Mirza
Abbas, Gayeshwar Chandra Roy
and Aman Ullah Aman of BNP,
Bangladesh Jatiya Party leader
Golam Mostafa, Islami Oikya Jote
leaders Abdul Latif Nezami and
Ahmad Abdul Quader.

Star reporter
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Bilu, who could not identify the
attackers, said he also heard
another attacker asking his
fellowmen to shoot him. He, how-
ever, did not see any firearm with
them.

Arally of the BNP-led four-party
alliance was taking place on the
same road. Witnesses said many of
the rally-goers were carrying bam-
boo sticks and that the youths were
among those who had been guard-
ingthe rally.

Alleging that the attack was a
planned one, the journalists at the
protest rally threatened to go for
tougher movement if the attackers
arenotarrested within 24 hours.

Journalists of Rajshahi also
demanded arrest of the miscreants.

Rajshahi Metropolitan Press
Club President Shafiqul Islam and
Secretary Anisuzzaman in a joint
statement said the "vile and atro-
cious” attack by the cadres of the
four-party alliance proved the
party's stand against democracy
and freedom ofspeech.

Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) President
Manzurul Ahsan Bulbul and
Secretary General Abdul Jalil
Bhuiyan, and Dha¥a Union of
Journalists (DUJ) President Altaf
Mahmud and General Secretary
Omar Faruk in a joint statement
condemned and protested the
attackon Bilu,

Rajshahi Union of Journalists
(RUJ), Rajshahi Press Club,
Rajshahi City Press Club also
expressed their concern over the
attack.

Acting CEC
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their 11-pointdemand is met.

AL General Secretary and 14-
party Coordinator Abdul Jalil told
reporters that they will not
accept any EC reconstitution if
CEC MA Aziz and Election
Commissioner SM Zakaria are
replaced by any "controversial”
persons.

"The Election Commission
must be reconstituted with non-
party and neutral persons
acceptable to all," Jalil said,
emphasising that a free and fair
election is never possible under
the supervision of the current
"controversial" EC.

"Although the advisers to the
caretaker government promised
to bring an end to the ongoing
political impasse through an
acceptable reconstitution of the
EC, we have notyet seen any such
measure being taken,” Jalil said.

He asked President and Chief
Adviser lajuddin Ahmed to take
necessary measures to bring
reforms in the systems of the
caretaker government and EC
and the electoral laws as pro-
posed by the 14-party alliance.

The removal of CEC Aziz and
Election Commissioner Zakaria
is @ must for a free and fair elec-
tion, Jalil said, asking the presi-
dent to appoint persons accept-
able to all in the posts of Aziz and
Zakaria.

Jalil also demanded that the
chief adviser give the charges of
important ministries to other
advisers and take "combined”
decision after discussion with
them to create the environment
forafree and fair election.

He alleged that in spite of
repeated demands from the 14-
party alliance Iajuddin has not
yet taken any measure to reshuf-
flein the administration.

The chief adviser has rather
appointed Khoda Bux
Chowdhury, who is loyal to BNP
and Jamaat-e-Islami, as the
inspector general of police, Jalil
said.

The deputy commissioners,
superintendents of police, offi-
cers-in-charge, and upazila
nirbahi officers appointed dur-
ing the previous government's
tenure have not been withdrawn
yet to depoliticise the adminis-
tration, he said, demanding
immediate drastic change in
both the police and civil adminis-
tration.

Jalil alleged that the BNP-
Jamaal coalition has been con-

spiring tofoil theuproming

election by creating anarchy in
the country and resorting to
criminal activities.

Senior l4-party leaders Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury, Abdur
Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, Suranjit
Sengupta, Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim, Obaidul Quader, Rashed
Khan Menon, and Hasanul
Haque Inu were present at the
briefing.

3 outlaws killed
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In Pabna, a top PBCP Lal Pataka
outlaw was killed in a 'shootout’
with R at Sreepur village under
sadar upazila, reports our Pabna
correspondent.

The dead was identified as
Abdus Samad alias Lorka Samad,
son of Saken Pramanik of the
Horinarayanpur village under the
same upazila,

Samad and his gang fired on a
Rab 12 team as they raided
Sreepur village at around
11:00am prompting Rab to return
fire, Rab said.

Samad was bullet-hit during
the 'shootout’ and died after he
was taken to Pabna General
Hospital, claimed Rab.

Sources said, Samad turned
the commander of PBCP Lal
Pataka faction in Pabna after its
central leader Kamrul Master
died few months ago in a 'shoot-
out' with Rab.

In Kushtia, an activist of PBCP
was killed in a 'shootout' with
police in 'housing area' of the
town at noon, reports our Kushtia
correspondent.

The victim was identified as
Mezbaur Rahman, son of Atab
Uddin Mondol of Kumargara
under sadar upazila. i

According to police, a team of
Rab 6 arrested Mezbaur from
Kushtia judge court premises at
around 11:00am.

Mezbaur was then taken to
Kushtia Rab office for interroga-
tion. Rab handed over the crimi-
nal to sadar police after he con-
fessed to having firearms hidden
in different areas,

Later police took him along to
housing area to recover the hid-
den firearms.

As the police reached the area
at around 4:00pm, the Mezbaur's
accomplices opened fire on them
prompting police to return fire
that triggered a half-hour long
‘shoatout’, police said.

Mejbaour was shot and died
on the spot while trying to escape
police custody, claimed police,

Police recovered an Italian
made pistol and 14 bullets from
the spot.

Mejbaour was accused in
different criminal cases including
seven for murder filed with differ-
ent police stations in Kushtia,
policesaid.
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Aziz's decision
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holding of a fair and acceptable
election.

"Maintenance of law and order is
a precondition to holding free and
fair elections,” Iajuddin said. He
ordered the officials concemned to
maintain lawand order and carry out
their responsibiliies neutrally by
risingabove "fearand intimidation”.

lajuddin said the law enforce-
ment agencies should take utmost
care that innocent people are not
subjected toharassment.

The president said the country
has suffered an irreparable eco-
nomic loss besides misery of the
people during the last few days for
some activities in the name of realis-
ing various demands. It has cast an
adverse impact on the investment
climate,

"We have been identified to the
international community in a differ-
ent way following the untold misery
and worry caused to the people,” he
sald in an oblique reference to the
blockade programme of the Awami
League-led 14-party alliance.

He hoped that all political parties
and quarters will play a responsible
role taking in account future of the
country.

Iajuddin said the interim govemn-
ment could not concentrate on its
routine work because of the political
standoff persisting for the last few
days. As a result, "a few dishonest
people and quarters tried to aggm-
vate the miseries by raising the price
ofessentials”.

He informed the nation that he
has instructed his advisers to con-
centrate more on their respective
ministries and bring back discipline
in public life and ensure the exis-
tenceofanelected government.

The president in his emotion-
charged speech said, "We have
established democracy by overcom-
ing all odds and obstacles. It is the
responsibility of all of us to uphold
the national independence and
democraticprocess.”

He said it is the responsibility of
the government to ensure peace in
public life and accelerate the eco- -

nomic activities.

"To perform this onerous respon-
sibility we will have to do whatever
necessary in accordance with the
constitution for ensuring the welfare.
ofthe countryand the people.” $

Iajuddin sought all-out coopera-,
tion from the people In discharge of
the responsibility of the caretaker
government. "I hope all the citizens
and political parties will extend their
sincere cooperation in discharging
the responsibility. Insha Allah, wewill
be able to present a nice and accept-
able election to the nation with
combined efforts of all those
involved intheelection process.

"We must be vigilant so that no
individual or party can create
obstruction to discharging our
responsibility. '

"We have no alternative but to
hold the election to parliament to
maintain democratic dispensation
and uphold the constitution,"
Tajuddin said,

The president hoped that the
Election Commission will take ail
measures under the constitution for
holding the election within the
stipulatedtime.

He gave details of various admin-
istrative measures the caretaker
government have taken since taking
office on October 29 towards holding
free and fair polls. So far, 30 secretar-
ies and acting secretaries, 20 addi-
tional secretaries, 53 joint secretaries
and 52 deputy secretaries have been
given transfers and postings.
Besides, all divisional commission-
ers, 57 deputy commissioners and
255 upazila nirbahi officers have
either been withdrawn, transferred
orposted to newstations.

Inspectors general of police (IGP),
deputy inspector generals (DIG);
superintendents of police (SP),
officers-in-charge (OC) and others
engaged in law enforcement activi-
ties have also been transferred or
given fresh postings. Moreover,
necessary instructions have been
issued for the national mass mediato
disseminate news and programmes
neutrally, the presidentsaic.

Festivity marks

FROM PAGE 1
Monday's meetingwith the CEC. The
city, it seemed, started rocking with
the zeal of the 14-party activists who
wereonmovement foralongtime,
The third phase of the blockade
starting on Novernber 20 was not like
the recent blockade days. It seemed
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was down drastically. Academic
institutions, commercinl establish-
ments and even the kitchen markets
witnessed an unusual calm,

Reena Amin, a street singer, has
recently turned out to be the most
endearing person to city dwellers for
her parody songs, 'Aziz, tor lojja-
shorom nai? jonogoner kotha akbar
bhaiba dakhna bhai. Aziz, tor
mathay nai re chul, podottag na
koriley korbi boro bhool’ (O shame-
less Aziz! Don't you have a bit of
shame? Think of the mass for once.
You will regret it if you don't step
down.)

On the second day of the block-
ade, the worn out ‘waste land'
became alive, Tens of thousands of
peaple gathered round the perform-
ers at Tejgaon, Mohakhali, Mirpur 1
and 10, Gabtoli, Shyamoli,
Shukrabad, Russell square, the High
Court premises, Paltan, Uttara,
Jatrabari and Kachpur. Spontaneous
streetchildren danced to the tunes of
songs and got huge rounds of
applause from the crowd.

In most cases, the singers sang on
the CEC's removal, butat timessongs
of pm:l.ﬁ[l;: agony during the four-
party ce's fiveyears (enure were
also performed -'Talaiya bazarey

agun, khaleda kothay geli re, de na
dgllthnn akbar amureayg. (You set the
essentials on fire, where have you
gone, Khaleda? Why don't you dare
appear before usnaw?). ’

At Bangabandhu Avenue, yester-
day, performers staged a drama on
the liberation war of 1971 portraying
dreadful acts. committed by ithe
colluborators and war eriminals,
Near at the Gulistan cinema hall,
another cultural show was organised
by Bangladesh Cinema Artists'
Assoclation where Eopulm' movie
personality ATM Shamsuzzaman,
well known for his villainous roles,
delivered amock-speech.:

Street vendors did a brisk busi-
ness at all rmally venues. Some were
sellingnuts, some bananas andsome
sweets. In front of Shukrabad, some
were even selling Khichuri (a hotch-
potch of rice and lentil). Among all
these vendors bottled water sellers
werethe busiest.

Whatever songs or dramas were
staged against the CEC, election was
after all in the minds of all rally goers,
'Khaleda Nizami desher bhalo chaay
na , Khomotay ashbe ebar Sheikh
Hasina' (Khaleda-Nizami do not
want people'swelfare, Sheikh Hasina
istherightone to runthe country)

The most significant part of the
ongoing movement is, it was non-
violent. Songs on the liberation war
and current politics at the street
shows rejuvenated the city dwell-
ers. Women's zarticipa tionatthese
rallies was the sign of growing
political awareness among
women.

China ready

FROM PAGE 16

have long been clouded by the
legacy of a 1962 border war and
Beijing's economic and military
support for India's rival and neigh-
bour, Pakistan.

The improvement in Sino-
Indianrelations raised the possibil-
ity of an early settlement of a long-
running boundary row that was a
“strategic goal" of both countries,
Hu added in New Delhi where he
arrived late Monday.

The Chinese leader also wel-
comed the "improvement in rela-
tions between India and Pakistan”
which have fought three wars, two
over the disputed region of
Kashmir.

Beijing was ready to play a
"constructive role” for the promo-
tion of peace in the region, Hu said,
declaring "a peaceful and prosper-
ous South Asia” was beneficial for
both Asia and the world.

Hu added his talks Tuesday with
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and other leaders in the
Indian capital "had been fruitful”.

His remarks came a day after the
Chinese leader and Singh said they
would speed up attempts to settle
the frontier dispute, which trig-
gered the border war.

New Delhi claims a large chunk
of Chinese-administered territory
in the disputed Kashmir while
Beijing lays stake to Indian-
administered Arunachal Pradesh.

The leaders also announced
Tuesday plans to double trade to 40
billion dollars in the next three
years between the world's two
[astcst-grm&n g major economies.

"Our development endeavours
are not mutually exclusive,” Hu

said. "Our economies are comple-
mentary, we can form synergy ... to
improve international competi-
tiveness."

India and China have been
increasingly in competition in
recent years, as they expand their
global influence and scramble for
energy and mineral resources
globally to feed their booming
economies.

The Chineseleaderwasslated o
leave New Delhi later Wednesday
to visit the Taj Mahal, India's famed
monument to love, and then travel
to Mumbai to attend an India:
China economicsummit Thursday,
before heading to Islamabad.

Some Indian papers seized
Tuesday on the protocol of Hu's
arrival to stress the political rela;
tionship remained "husinesslike”. !

The Hindustan Times noted
Singh had in the past gone to the
airport to greet US President
Geaorge W. Bush, Saudi King
Abdullah and Nepalese Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, but
this time Poreign Minister PrCanab
Mukherjee welcomed Fu. !

Khaki-clad security forces were
out in force across the capital, with
a wide cordon set up around th
five-star hotel where the Chinese
leader was staying to prevent
Tibetan activists from disrupting
thevisit.

More than a dozen protesters
were arrested Tuesday after they
tried to storm meetings between
Indian and Chinese leaders, But no
arrests were reported Wednesday.

India recognises Tibet as being
part of China but has given asylum
totens of thousands ol Tibetans.



