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War of Liberation is greatest
event in our history

President tells reception on Armed Forces Day

UNB, Dhaka

President/Chief Adviser lajudin
Ahmed yesterday said the heroism
and spirit of self-sacrifice of the brave
martyrs are mingled with “all our
developments and advancement.”

“War of Liberation is the greatest
event in our history of thousand
years. Freedom fighters are the
greatest sons of all ages of our
country. We feel proud of them, build
our golden future,” he said at a
reception in honour of family mem-
bers of 'Bir Sreshthas', award-
recipient freedom fighters and their
heirs.

The reception was organised at
the Dhaka Cantonment on the
occasion of the Armed Forces Day.

“The importance and signifi-
cance of November 21 in our great

War of Liberation is vast,” he said.

“Onthatdayin 1971, members of
the Army, Navy and Air Force joined
the freedom fighters and made an
united onslaught on the Pakistani
occupation forces. Finally, within a
few days, the occupation forces
were compelled to surrender uncon-
ditionally on December 16, 1971.”

He recalled the contributions of
the brave martyrs, who made
supreme sacrifice in the War of
Liberation, and prayed for salvation
of the departed souls of the mar-
tyred freedom fighters.

lajuddin mentioned that the
government has undertaken vari-
ous measures for the welfare of the
freedom fighters.

These included creation of the
Liberation War Affairs Ministry,
providing state honorarium to the

families of 'Bir Shreshthas', con-
struction of memorial plaques on the
graves of "Bir Shreshthas, honorar-
ium and other facilities for the free-
dom fighters and the families of the
martyred freedom fighters and
injured freedom fighters.

He said the remains of Bir
Shreshtha Shaheed Ft Lt Motiur
Rahman was brought home from
Pakistan and laid to eternal rest on
June 24, 2006 with full state honour
at the graveyard reserved for the
freedom fighters in Mirpur.

Besides, the remains of Bir
Shreshtha Sipahi Shaheed
Hamidur Rahman will also be
brought home from Indian State of
Tripura, he added.

lajuddin said a plan has been
taken up for constructing 1,000 to
1,500 flats for rehabilitating the

freedom fighters on the land of the
freedom fighters' complex.

He said Bangladesh Freedom
Fighters' Welfare Trust provides
facilities to the injured freedom
fighters that include grants for
education and marriage of the
children of freedom fighters, festi-
val bonus, feast allowance, medi-
cal expenses for treatment in
government hospitals, free treat-
ment for wheelchair-users and 1D
cards.

For the children of the freedom
fighters, there is 30 percent quota
in the recruitment in government,
semi-government and autono-
mous organisations and five per-
cent quota in admission to educa-
tional institutions, he added.

GUATEMALA CONFERENCE ENDS

Call for involvement of people
in anti-corruption movement

DU CORRESPONDENT

The 12th International Anti-
Corruption Conference has ended
in Guatemala City with a call for a
broader participation of citizens and
youths in anti-corruption move-
ment, says a pressrelease.

This year the slogan of the
conference was " Show respect for
law."

The four-day conference which
ended on Saturday last was partici-
pated by more than 1000 represen-
tatives from 100 countries across
the world.

Trusty Board Chairman of
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) Prof Muzaffer
Ahmad and its Executive Director
Dr Iftekharuzzaman also attended

2 arrested with
bombs from
south gate of
Bangabhaban

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police arrested two youths with two
bombs from the south gate of
Bangabhaban yesterday suspecting
that the detainees might have alink to
Monday's bomb explosions at the
samearea.

The arrestees, Ripon Mia, 14, and
Sabbir Hussain, 15, were arrested at
a police checkpoint set up near the
south gate of Bangabhaban at
4:05pm with two hand made cock-
tails. They were roaming around the
checkpoint suspiciously with their
hands intheir pockets, police said.

Assistant Commissioner (AC) of
Detective Branch (DB) Mozammel
Hossain told the Daily Star that these
two boys might have a connection
with the explosions of two powerful
handmade bombs on Monday.

He also said that they might have
been sent by the masterminds to
carry out further explosions in
Bangabhaban area.

The arrestees however failed to
give any clearanswer in interrogation.

Qulkhwani of
Saifur today

BssS, Dhaka

Qulkhwani of Saifur Rahman, secre-
tary general of Bangladesh Jatiya
Party, will be held at the New DOHS
Jame Mosque at Mohakhali after Asr
prayers today.

Relatives, admirers, political
leaders and workers have been
requested to attend the qulkhwani.

the conference which discussed
line of action to fight corruption.

The participants said free flow of
information is a must for ensuring
transparency, accountability and
good governance.

Right to governmental informa-
tion through introducing effective
laws, free media and free flow of
information on Internet can ensure
transparency, they added.

The participants also set some
programmes for separate work-
shops and sessions where
strengthening of monitoring system
so that the countries that signed the
UN anti-corruption agreement can
implement it properly, taking initia-
tives to increase mass awareness
about the inter-relation between
corruption and human rights and
inclusion of youths in anti-
corruption movement were high-
lighted.

At the inaugural session of the
conference, the Integrity Award of
Transparency International 2006
was given to Dr Anna Sessilia
Magellan Cortez of Peru for his
courageous role as anti-corruption
worker.

The conference urged Chile to
handover the former president of

Peru Alberto Fujimori to Peru
authorities.

There are allegations of corrup-
tion and violation of human rights
against Fujimori in Peru. He is now
livingin Chile.

Conference Chairman Justice
Barry O'Keefe said Chile should
obey the request immediately,
otherwise the international account-
ability will be under question.

DUJ, BFUJ to
stage sit-in today

Dhaka Union of Journalists (DUJ)
and Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) will stage a sit-in
in front of the Election Commission
today protesting the harassment and
restriction on on-duty journalists in
the area, says a press release.

In a joint statement BFUJ
President Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul,
Secretary General Abdul Jalil
Bhuiyan, BFUJ President Altaf
Mahmud and General Secretary
Omar Farruk said such type of
harassment on journalists across
the country should come to an end.
Otherwise, they would go for
tougher agitations.

UNB, Dhaka
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Dry weather likely

northern part of the country.

country, Met Office said.

tomorrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over the
country in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.
Chances of light rain or drizzle are at one or two places over the

Night temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
Highest temperature 31.2 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
at Jessore and lowest 15.0 degree Celsius at Ishwardi.

The sun sets in the capital at 5.11pm and rises at 6:19am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in celsius
percentage
Max  Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 30.7 183 68 47
Chittagong 30.8 19.9 77 73
Rajshahi 288 155 76 74
Khulna 30.1 194 73 72
Barisal 305 184 82 81
Sylhet 285 18.9 80 77
Cox's Bazar 30.2 198 65 75

Scanty transports bring plight

FROM PAGE 1

managed to get CNG three-
wheelers, but all of them had to
pay up exorbitant fares, in some
cases, even three to four times
higher than the normal charges.

Besides, many patients, partic-
ularly those from outside Dhaka,
got stuck in the hospitals due to
the blockade even though they
have been recovered and dis-
charged.

The staff and the doctors at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) and Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
(BSMMU) said the number of out
patients has decreased to almost
40 percent from the usual rate
while at Suhrawardy Hospital and
at National Institute of Trauma &
Orthopaedic Rehabilitation (Nitor)
in Shyamoli, the number dropped
to 30 and 25 percent respectively.

During over half-an-hour stay
at Nitor, The Daily Star found a

patient with a broken leg arriving
in a rickshaw with relatives. "I
came to Shyamoli in a taxi-cab
and from there | hired a rickshaw
up to the hospital as the demon-
strators blockaded the roads
there," the patient Mohammad
Masum of Savar said with an
anguished face. They were forced
to pay Tk 200 for the fare against
the usual fare of around Tk 100,
he added.

Inara Begum came to the
DMCH all the way from
Kamrangirchar to get her son
Mizanur Rahman admitted who
has been suffering from high fever
for the last 11 days. "We franti-
cally searched for a CNG three-
wheeler to get here, but found
none," she said adding that finally
they hired a rickshaw at Tk 60.

Usually some 1,500 to 2,000
patients receive treatment from
the DMCH outdoor on any given
day, but in the last two days the

number was no more than 700
patients per day, sources said.

Beds in most of the wards at
the hospital that usually remain
crammed with patients were
found empty. The hospital staff
said that they used to supply
foods to an average of 2,000
patients in 45 wards of the hospi-
tal, but yesterday they provided
food for 1,506 patients.

While getting to hospitals was
proved to be a very hard task in
itself, returning home was not
easier either.

Relatives of a patient
Raisullah, 60, had to wait at the
DMCH entrance for nearly one
and a half hour with the patient to
get a CNG three-wheeler or taxi
cab for Araihazar in Narayangan;.
Failing to get any, they finally
hired a microbus at Tk 900 to go to
their destination.

Form judicial
council to

remove CEC

Professionals urge CG
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Combined Citizens Movement
and Peshajibi Samonnoy Parishad
yesterday urged the caretaker govern-
ment to remove the Chief Election
Commissioner by forming Supreme
Judicial Council to save the country from
confrontational situation.

They were speaking at a rally on the
second day of blockade programme on the
Institution of Engineers' Bangladesh (IEB)
premises.

Abdur Razzak, Suranjit Sen Gupta,
Hasanul Haque Inu, Dilip Barua, Prof
Abdul Ahad Chowdhury, Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury, Ramendu Majumdar, Nasir
Uddin Yusuf, AAMS Arefin Siddique and
Abdus Samad Pintu spoke on the
occasion.

Earlier leaders and activists of differ-
ent front organisations of the Movement
and the Parishad organised rallies and
brought out processions from different
city streets including Banglamotor,
Shahbagh, Swadhinata Stamva,
National Press Club, High Court and IEB
premises.

Ctg container

FROM PAGE 16

tougher agitation programme if the CCT
does not resume operation within 24
hours.

Meanwhile, private company Saif
Powertec Limited that earlier threatened
of taking legal actions said they would
demand around Tk 25 crore as compen-
sation if the agreement with them is
cancelled due to CPA's faults, sources
said.

The private company has already
served a notice demanding Tk 50 lakh
for halting operating of the cranes for five
days during suspension of the Awami
League-led 14-party combine's block-
ade programme.

Itwill demand Tk 10 lakh as compen-
sation for per day work stoppage.

The CPA installed four sophisticated
gantry cranes at the cost of Tk 150 crore
in January this year and later appointed
Saif Powertec Limited to operate the
cranes.

The dockworkers loyal to the city
mayor have kept the CCT besieged
since November 12 demanding cancel-
lation of the 'controversial' agreement
with the private company.

They alleged that the job of container
handling was awarded to the company
without following rules and regulations.

The company charged Tk 470 for
handling each container whereas the
port earlier handled the cranes with its
own operators without spending any
extramoney, they said.

After getting the letter from the city
mayor, port Chairman Moslehuddin
held a closed door meeting with the CPA
high officials in the afternoon.

They discussed the latest develop-
ment and tried to evolve a solution to the
crisis, sources said, adding that the CPA
may take a decision to resume opera-
tion at the CCT without operation of the
gantry cranes while not cancelling the
agreement with the private company.

According to the decision the port
would start operating the CCT through
anchoring ships that have their own
cranes while the gearless ships (ships
without cranes) that have been anchor-
ing at the port for several days would be
removed fromthe jetty.

Two large gearless ships that cannot
operate without gantry cranes are
anchored at the jetty and seven other
gearless ships have been waiting at the
outeranchorage forweeks.

There are around 6,000 containers
full of import cargo in those ships and if
the gearless ships are removed from the
jetty and asked to go back, the importers
will sufferhuge losses, sources said.

The containers will have to be
discharged at Singapore or Colombo
portand then again loaded in a ship with
gear. It will cost at least $4,000 to 5000
per container, the source added.

It is feared that such a situation may
lead to boycott of Chittagong port by the
gearlessvessels.

The loading and unloading at the
general terminal took place yesterday in
a limited scale amid tough agitation
outside as the 14-party combine has
enforced countrywide rail, road and port
blockade programme for realisation of
their 11-pointdemand.

The agitators did not allow any cargo
to go inside the port or coming out from
the portyard.

The activities at Mongla seaport and
allthe land ports also came to a standstill
due to the blockade programme. Cargo
handling at the ports took place in a
limited scale but the delivery from the
portyard was completely stopped.

PHOTO: STAR
Rickshaws rule the city as other motorised vehicles were off the roads due to blockade enforced by Awami League-
led 14-party combine. The picture was taken from Jatrabari intersection.
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strong relationship between the two
traditional friends, he said at the
conference in the residence of the
British high commissioner in the
capital.

He met the president and chief
adviser to the caretaker government,
and high officials of the armed forces
prior to the news conference.

His two-day visit on November 20-
21 to Bangladesh was part of a series
of planned visits to different South
Asian countries for deepening the
UK's bilateral military relationship with
these countries.

Responding to a question,
Brigadier Paul Gibson, director of
counter terrorism of the UK's ministry
of defence, said Bangladesh is not a
threat to regional security; rather the
security forces of the country achieved
a great success in finding out a num-
ber of militants following a series of
countrywide bomb attacks.

"We are now offering opportunities
to Bangladesh for engaging in coun-
ter-terrorism programmes," he said.

Complementing the admiral,
British High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Anwar Choudhury said
terrorism is never defeated forever,
"But we need to make sure that they
do not grow and become a threat to

national sovereignty."

The high commissioner thinks
that terrorism in Bangladesh is now
in a weak position. "So, it is the
proper time for us to join hands to
stop the phenomenon."

Referring to his meetings with the
president and the chief of the army,
Admiral Charles Style said they
responded positively to UK's willing-
ness to assist Bangladesh and
wanted both the countries to work
togetherontheissue.

He said the UK might send a
Royal Navy ship to Bangladesh to
observe the maritime security sys-
tem and to exchange technical and
strategic knowledge. He however did
not mention any specific time for
such a visit.

The UK is in favour of inter-
agency approach in countering
terrorism, Charles Style said adding
that the rate of success in counter-
terrorism is higher in joint interroga-
tion approach.

"We are also willing to provide
Bangladesh with management
training," he said adding that sharing
more information among the agen-
ciesis very effective.

Asked how the UK can help when
there are some historical rivalries
and mistrust among some of the

London to help Dhaka fight terrorism

South Asian nations, especially
between India and Pakistan, the
admiral said there might have been
some problems in the past, but the
UK is always for change and looking
for more partners for joining hands
against terrorism.

Asked about the US's agreement
with India on nuclear weapons, he said
the UK is always concerned about
nuclear proliferation. "I am not in a
position to make comments on the US-
Indiaagreement," he added.

On the present political deadlock
in Bangladesh, the British high
commissioner said they are hopeful
that the effort of the advisers will be
successful in creating a congenial
environment for holding a free and
fair election.

"We cannot suggest any solution.
This is your country and you will have
to find out the solution. But as friends,
we want an acceptable election so
that development of the country is not
hampered," he said.

Progress of Bangladesh largely
depends on fair elections, he said
adding that the UK and the European
Union just expressed what they
perceive as the public opinion in the
country about the elections.
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"Keeping in mind the academic loss
due to our strike, we have shortened the
syllabuses and decided to keep the
institutions open even on public holi-
days but we could not make up the loss
due to political unrest," said Prof Rafiga
Afroj, principal of Ispahani Girls School
and College.

Prof Rafiga Afroj, also president of
Bangladesh Teachers Association, said
November and December are most
important period for the students
because final examinations of class one
to nine, test examinations of class ten
and class twelve are usually held during
the lasttwomonths ofthe year.

Authorities of different educational
institutions are now considering taking
examinations and holding classes at
night if the political parties relax the
blockade atnight.

Referring to the academic calendar,
which instructs the government and
non-government secondary schools
and junior secondary schools to take
monthly tests to improve the quality of
education, Prof Harun-ur-Rashid
Sikder, chairman of the Board of
Secondary and Higher Secondary
Education, Dhaka said the school
authorities could not follow the aca-
demic calendar completely due to the
political unrest.

The education ministry on January
8 had also asked the schools to follow
the dates fixed for holding terminal, pre-
test and test examinations and publish-
ing the results, he said, adding that
none of the instructions could be imple-
mented properly due to the same
reason.

Amid the continued political

guardians are worried about classes
and examinations.

According to the schedule, annual
examinations of class one to nine are to
be held from November 20 to
December 10 as scholarship
examinations of class eight and class
five will begin on from December 11 and
December 19.

Test examinations of class ten will
have to be completed by November
22 but the school authorities are
facing problem to take the examina-
tion as per the schedule. Students of
many schools had to appear at the test
examination on last weekly holidays --
Friday and Saturday. Some of the
institutions arranged tests for two
subjectsinaday.

Authorities of higher secondary
schools/colleges are also worried as HSC
test examinations are scheduled to begin
on December 2 while their class tests
could not be held in time due to the political
agitation.

There are only 228 workdays at the
government schools, as there are 85
government-designated holidays and 52
weekly ones, while private English
medium schools have even less - about
176 workdays due to their two-day
weekends.

Due to political unrest, many public
universities have been forced to
reschedule their examinations, adding to
the already acute session jam.

AstudentoftheArts or Social Science
faculty of Dhaka University has to spend
around seven years to complete a four-
year undergraduate course, reports the
National Education Commission. It
requires 13 years to complete honours
course under the Institute of Fine Arts of

Education hampered as blockade lingers

No doubt the political confrontation
between the two major political alli-
ances will prolong the session jam, said
AAMS Arefin Siddique, former presi-
dent of Dhaka University Teachers
Association.

Dhaka University (DU) authorities
decided to postpone all examinations
and classes until November 25 while the
examinations of fourth year honours
courses under Arts Faculty have been
suspended until January.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Chhatra
League-led Chhatra Sangram
Parishad (CSP) has called an indefinite
strike on the DU campus from yester-
day following the clashes between CSP
and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal.

In last 50 days, Dhaka University
classes were open only for three days.
No examination was held during the last
two months as there was Eid and Puja
vacation and fear of violence during the
remaining days.

Classes of Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology that were
scheduled to resume yesterday could
notbe held due tothe blockade.

Rajshahi University authorities again
extended their Eid vacation until
November25.

All the public universities including
Jahangimagar University, Chittagong
University, Islamic University, Sher-e-
Bangla Agricultural University and
National University are facing similar
situations as their examinations and
classes have been suspended several
times.

poverty, and every year, every
month more and more people are
getting out of poverty," Dr Yunus
told an audience at the National
Press Club.

"If people can do business and
get out of poverty, what happy news
for the whole world," he said. "We
can create a world completely free of
poverty."

He said conventional financial
institutions and services were
closed to most of the world's popula-

Abu Bakar
reappointed
NUB treasurer

President and
Chancellor of
the Private
Universities
lajuddin Ahmed
reappointed M
Abu Bakar
Siddique as the
treasurer of
Northern
University Bangladesh (NUB), says
apressrelease.

He served as the first treasurer of
NUB from 2002.

Before joining NUB, he worked
with the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, German
Technical Co-operation and other
national and international organisa-
tions as consultant and high official.

help themselves.

"Credit should be accepted as a
human right," Dr Yunus said. "Hu-
man beings are very creative
beings. All kinds of creativity and
ingenuity is built into the person," he
said. And micro-credits were about
"unleashing that creativity."

Dr Yunus set out to help the poor
after famine struck Bangladesh in
the 1970s, shaking his assumptions
about economics.

"| started to dread my own lec-
tures," Professor Yunus wrote in his
autobiography, "Banker to the Poor".
"What good were all my complex
theories when people were dying of
starvation on the sidewalks and
porches across from my lecture
hall?"

After learning that 42 people in
the nearby village of Jobra were
locked in deep poverty for want of 27
dollars, Yunus eventually estab-
lished a bank that lent small sums of
money at modest interest rates
without demanding collateral in
return.

Now the bank has close to seven
million borrowers and has expanded
its services, including education and
pension funds as well as loans, to
streetbeggars.

Dr Yunus said the bank's wide
reach has helped reduce poverty in
Bangladesh and that by 2015, the
country would likely meet a United
Nations goal of cutting poverty in
half. According to a recent joint study
by the World Bank and the

impasse, teachers, students and  thesameuniversity, thereportsays.
Small loans to poor can change world
FROM PAGE 1 tion, depriving people of ameansto  Bangladeshi government, the

proportion of poor fell to 40 percent
from 49 percent in the past five
years.

Dr Yunus reiterated his recent
criticism of the World Bank, saying it
should focus projects more on
empowering local communities
instead of channelling aid through
governments. But the World Bank
says it is committed to micro-credit
projects.

While the idea of micro-finance
had received widespread attention
previously, the Nobel prize has given
Grameen Bank's work a whole new
level of interest and publicity, Dr
Yunus said.

"l am amazed at what one recog-
nition of that nature can transform
everything overnight," said Dr
Yunus, who earned a doctorate in
the United States.

He said he was especially
pleased that the Nobel prize had
linked the fight against poverty to
peace efforts. "This is one message
thatkind of gets lost ... that poverty is
athreatto peace," he said.

The Grameen Bank provides an
example of what Dr Yunus called a
new category of "social business", a
venture designed to address a
social problem while generating no
dividends but no losses either.

"The present narrow view of
business has to be expanded. You
can have two kinds of businesses,
one is business to do good to
people and the other is to make
money."

JSD for removal
of Aziz, Zakaria

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD)said Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) MA Aziz and Election
Commissioner SM Zakaria must be
removed from the Election Commission
forthe sake of free and fair election.

Aziz and Zakaria should quit without
any delay, or the president/chief adviser
to the caretaker government will be
responsible for any unwanted situation,
they said.

Expressing solidarity with the 14-
party combine's blockade programme,
JSD also held rallies and took out pro-
cessionsinthecity.

"The chief adviser is yet to prove his
neutrality rather he acts according to the
direction of Hawa Bhaban." said JSD
PresidentHasanulHaque Inu.

JSD General Secretary Syed Zafar
Sajjad, Vice President Sharif Nurul Ambia,
Joint General Secretary Shirin Akhtar,
Organising Secretary Mohammad Khaled
andAdvocate Habibur Rahman also spoke
attherallies.

Obituary

Dr Mosiur Rahman, assistant pro-
fessor of Microbiology Department
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU),
passed away at the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) on Monday
at the age of 43, says a press
release.

He left behind his mother, wife,
one son and a host of relatives and
admirers to mourn his death.

Najma Murshed
N a j m a
Murshed, wife
of K M
Murshed,
former deputy
managing
director of
Sonali Bank

and former
managing director of People's
Leasing, passed away in the city on
November 19 at the age of 56, says
apressrelease.

She left behind her husband, one
son, two daughters and a host of
relatives and admirers to mourn her
death.

Her qulkhwani will be held at
House No-78, Road No-9/A,
Dhanmondi, in the city after Maghrib
prayers tomorrow.

Ranjit Kumar Karmakar

Ranjit Kumar
Karmakar,
associate
professor of
Dhaka City
College, passed
away due to a
cardiac arrest at
LabAid Hospital
in the city in the
early hours of Monday at the age of
49, says a pressrelease.

He left behind his mother, wife,
one son, two daughters and a host of
friends and admirers to mourn his
death.

Death anniversary

Today is the 11th death anniversary
of AEB Reza, former mufassil editor
of Bangladesh Times, says a press
release.

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at Nayapara at Khilkhet
in the city after Asr prayers.

All have been requested to
attend the programme.

Zebun Nisa Jahangir

Today is the 8th death anniversary
of Zebun Nisa Jahangir, wife of
Shaheed Lt Col NAM Jahangir and
daughter of late Abdul Wahab Khan,
says apressrelease.

On the occasion, Qurankhwani
and doa mahfil will be held at
Nayatola Darussalam Madrasa
(341/1 Nayatola, Madhubagh) in the
city after Esha prayers on Friday.

CG won't cancel
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months before cancelling the con-
tract of any officer at the
Bangladesh Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission or the
Securities and Exchange
Commission, Solaiman said.

The establishment ministry is
also considering promotion of
officers at various levels who are
eligible but were deprived of due
promotion during the tenure of the
immediate past BNP-led four-party
government.

Solaiman said cases of more
than 200 senior assistant secretar-
ies, 40-45 joint secretaries and 30-
35 additional secretaries will be
considered at a meeting of the
Superior Selection Board (SSB).

"Every officer will be assessed
individually to identify the deprived
ones and the reason why they were
deprived," he added.

A meeting of the SSB was called
following demonstrations of a
section of aggrieved cadre officials
who claimed that more than 1,000
officers at different levels were
deprived of due promotions and
postings during the last five years.

The SSB meeting was adjourned
on Sunday and will resume soon to
complete the process.

Meanwhile, the establishment
ministry has found its own officers
involved in the much-talked-about
forgery of the annual credential
report (ACR) in 2005 and decided to
file divisional cases against them.

More than 100 ACRs of govern-
ment officers were tampered in
various ways, including increasing
marks, to give promotion.
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