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One day gone, Aziz still
mum on his decision

SHAKHAWAT LITON

Neither the Election Commission
(EC)northe office of the president,
Bangabhaban, was able to disclose
till last night the decision of the
chief election commissioner (CEC)
regarding the presidentialinitiative
to resolve the political deadlock
springing from a raging popular
demand forhisresignation.

The presidential delegation,
that had met the CEC on Monday
morning to persuade him to take a
decision on whether he will resign
or take a leave of absence in an
effort to resolve the debilitating
political impasse, announced after
the meeting that a positive result
will come in 24 to 48 hours.

But in the last 36 hours, no new
development has been reported
although the entire country was
waiting with anticipation for news
of a positive result all through the
dayyesterday. Ttwaslearntfrom an
unconfirmed source that the CEC
yesterday sought a 90- day leave

)

PHOTO: STAR

Chief Election CommissionerMA Aziz leaves the Election Commission yester-
day under police escortavoiding abarrage of questions from journalists.

from the president, which could
not be confirmed officially as MA
Aziz himself kept mum and the
advisers to the caretaker govern-
ment also said they did not know
anything about such a develop-
ment. Another source however said
Aziz is taking preparations to leave
the office.

Election Commissioner Justice
Mahfuzur Rahman however yes-
terday said the CEC's decision will
beknowntoday,

"You will come to know of it
tomorrow,” Justice Mahfuz, who
attended a series of meetings with
the CEC all day long, told reporters
yvesterday replying to a query while
leaving the EC Secretariat at
5:00pm, ending the day long wide-
spread speculations about the
decision on which the country’s
immediate political climate rests.

President lajuddin Ahmed
yesterday said a solution to the
ongoing crisis will come in the next
oneortwo days.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Small loans to
poor can

change world

Says Nobel laureate
DrYurus
AFP, Washington

Declaring credit a human right,
Nobel laureate Dr Muhammad
Yunus said on Monday that the
successful micro-lending bank he
launched in his native Bangladesh
showed wiping out world poverty
wasa goal within reach.

ProfYunus said Grameen Bank's
miniscule loans to the destitute
have allowed people to launch
their own small businesses and lift
themselves out of poverty without
any massive infusion of outside
aid.

"Poverty is an artificial creation
of a system. Poverty is not in the
person,” DrYunus said in a speech
inWashington.

The economics professor was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize last
month jointly with Grameen Bank,
which began with a loan of 27
dollars and now lends nearly a
billion dollars a year to the poorest
ofthepoor.

"Fifty-eight percent of Grameen
borrowers have moved out of
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BNP men attack LDP
motorcade

2 killed as fleeing jeep knocks them down

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Two persons were killed as they
were run over by a jeep of Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) that came
underattacks of armed BNP men at
Badamtali intersection of Patiya
upazilayesterday, L

The BNP men attacked the LDP
motorcade and people preventing
them from joining an LDP rally on
the Patiya Upazila Parishad pre-
mises. The attack left over 20 peo-
pleinjured, three of them critically.

The dead were identified as
NesarAhmedand Shah Alam.,

Witnesses said the two were
knocked by a jeep of the LDP
motorcade while trying to escape
the attackers during the chase and
counter-chase and died on the way
to Chittagong Medical College and
Hospital (CMGH).

Local LDP leader Mohammad
Ali, also former joint organising
secretary of Patiya BNE said Nesar
and Alam left the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) and joined the

LDPrecently.

The BNE however, claimed that
theyare PatiyaJCD leaders.

Addressing the rally, LDP
Exccutive President Col (retd) Oli
Ahmed later announced to file a
case against former BNP lawmaker
Gazi Shahjahan Jewel and JCD
leader Rezaul Karim Nesar for the
attacks andkilling.

Oli and LDP central and local
leaders were holding a meeting in
Chittagong to decide on
programmes to protest the inci-
dent as of filing of this report last
evening,

According to witnesses, armed
BNP men put up barricades on the
Chittagong-Cox's Bazar Highway
at Badamtali intersection in front
of Shahjahan’s house since 12:00
noon, hindering processions
bound for the LDP rally:

Theymade the first attack when
a motorcade, including four
microbuses carrying journalists
and a private car carrying LDP
leader Shahadat Hossain Salim,

tried to go past the barricade
around 2:30pm.

Witnesses said led by Rezaul
Karim Nesar, former leader of
Chittagong south district unit JCD
and Kusumpura Union Parishad
chairman, and Hazi Shafi Islam,
chairman of Ziri Union Parishad,
the BNP men attacked the motor-
cade.

The microbuses carrying the
journalists later reached the rally
venue throughadifferentway

The BNP men also attacked and
opened fire on people from west
Patiya and the Port City forcing
them to remain stranded at
Manasha Choumuhani,

At one stage, a number of LDP
men tried to move forward in a
huge procession around 4:00pm,
but the BNP men attacked them
again that resulted in clashes
between the two groups.

The clashes left over 20 people
injured.

Of them, the condition of LDP
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CA's apathy
makes advisers
meet separately

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the chief adviser reluctant to
hold regular meetings of the advi-
sory council, the advisers to the
caretaker governiment meet infor-
mally for coordinating their activi-
ties themselves.

Nine advisers gathered at the
office of Information Adviser
Mahbubul Alam over lunch yester-
day while five advisers held a simi-
lar meeting at Adviser Sultana
Kamal's chamber on Monday.

The previous caretaker govern-
ments, however, would hold regu-
lar meetings and the advisers
discussed with the chief adviser
every latest development in the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Activists dance, sing to
second day blockade

80 injured in clashes in Bogra, Chittagong, Gazipur

STAR REPORT

Spontaneity and festivity were
evident on the streets of Dhaka as
people's participation in and
support for the blockade increased
further yesterday when the whole
country reeled under the road-rail-
waterways blockade enforced by
the 14-party combine.

Although enforcers of the block-
ade on the second day after its
resumption on Monday were
peaceful, the BNP-led four-party
alliance loyalists clashed with
police in Bogra, leaving 50 injured
and attacked Bangladesh Chhatra

League (BCL) activists in
Chittagong thatleft 15 wounded.

However, with the sign of ‘light
al the end of the tunnel' as seen by
CGAdviser Mahbubul Alam, leaders
of the 14-party boosted the morale
of their men by infusing festivity
into the demonstration. The activ-
ists, who increased in number day
by day, were found singing parody
and burning the effigy of Chief
Election Commissioner MA Aziz at
alltheblockade points.

The number of motorised vehi-
cles on the streets increased with the
passage of time as people had a
feeling that there would be no vio-

lence. Train service was disrupted in
several areasofthe country.
Activities at the land ports were
hampered.
Despite the political turmoil,

-share-prices in BPhaka Stock

Exchange (DSE) recorded signifi-
cantgainsyesterday.

"We're waiting for victory," was
what the blockade enforcers and
common people were heard saying
at different blockade points in
Dhaka. Theymainlyimplied recon-
stitution of the EC, which they
think is a precondition for holding
afreeandfairelection.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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The 14-party alliance holds arally at Zero Pointin the capital yesterday evening demanding removal of the chief election commissioner.

Hasina, Khaleda
| join Senakunja
reception

Not a single word
exchanged
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

14-party demands EC
reconstitution within
assured 48-hr time

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The distance between them was
hardly 15 yards, but the two major
political figures did not even
exchange looks.

Neither did they greet each
other, although the two former
prime ministers, Khaleda Zia and
Sheikh Hasina, attended the same
programme after along time on the
occasion of Armed Forces Day
yesterday.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Don't take any
step beyond

constitution
Bhuiyan urges CA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Sccretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday urged
the chief adviser (CA) to the care-
taker government not to take any
step which would violate the con-
stitution.

Bhuiyan in a sudden late night
visit to CA lajuddin Ahmed also
expressed his dissatisfaction over
the 'unnecessary transfers’ of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

BGMEA sit-in near
Bangabhaban if
CA fails to end
deadlock by today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The leaders of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BGMEA)
yesterday said they will hold a sit-in
in the Bangabhaban area tomor-
row if President and Chief Adviser
Iajuddin Ahmed fails to break the
current political stand-off by today.
The BGMEA decision came after
the advisers to the caretaker govern-
menton Mondaynight said theyare
hopeful about finding a solution to

the erisiswiththe next48 hours.
Earlier on Sunday, the garment
factory owners issued a 12-hour
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

[ajuddin seeks all-party
support for timely polls

UNB, Dhaka

President/Chief Adviser Iajuddin
Ahmed yesterday sougiht coopera-
tion of the political parties and all
concerned in holding the next
generalelectionintime.

"We've already taken various
‘steps to hold a free and fair elec-
tion in the country. I expect coop-
eration of the political parties
and all concerned in holding the
election as per constitution,” he
said,

The president was addressing
a reception at Senakunja at
Dhaka Cantonment arranged an
the occasion of the Armed Forces
_Dayinthe evening.

Advisers to the caretaker gov-
ernment, political leaders,
including former prime ministers
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina,
diplomats and senior civil and
military officials were present at
the function.

Describing the members of the
armed forces as the sentinel of the
country's independence and
savereignty, the president said the
nation feels proud of the armed
forces, as they have attained confi-
dence and love of the' people
through their various development
and state-related works.

He also hailed the members of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

BLOCKADE

Scanty transports
bring plight

for patients

SHARIFUL ISLAM and
SHAHEEN MOLLAH

People seeking treatment of illness
and injuries caused by accidents
had to undergo extra agony to get
to the hospitals in the capital yes-
terday, as they faced extreme diffi-
culties finding suitable transports
due to the ongoing blockade
programine.

Those who were in need of
immediate medical attention had
to depend mainly on rickshaws to
reach the hospitals and the num-
berofthosewho finallymade itwas
also very few. Some fortunate ones

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Mufti Hannan details his
blueprints of militancy

Narrates to magistrate how Huji planned
gruesome grenade, bomb attacks

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

Islamist militant leader Mufti
Abdul Hannan of Harkatul Jihad
(Huji) in his confessional state-
ment on Sunday narrated in detail
the workings of his organisation
and admitted to being involved in
several gruesome bomb attacks
and in planning of some others
including the Udichi blast in
Jessore and attempts on the life of
Sheikh Hasina.

In the 19-page long confes-
sional statement, a capy of which is

now available to The Daily Star,
Hannan, one of the most dreaded
Islamist militants, also confessed
to having roles in the bomb attack
at Ramna Batamul, the grenade
attack on the British high commis-
sioner, and several other blast
incidents.

He made the confessional state-
ment to Metropolitan Magistrate
Shafique Anwar, In the statement;
he gave detailed accounts of his
background, education, his
involvement in Afghan war and

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

The Awami League-led 14-party
alliance yesterday asked the care-
taker government (CG) to imple-
ment their demands including
reconstitution of the Election
Commission (EC), removal of the
chief election commissioner (CEC)
and three election commissioners
within the 48 hours time as per the
CG'sassurance toresolve the crisis.

"The blockade programme will
continue until the EC is reconsti-
tuted with the removal of CEC MA
Aziz and the three election com-
missioners,” 14-party Coordinator
Abdul Jalil told newsmen at a press
briefing at his Gulshan residence in
the capital.

Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina in a statementasked
the President and Chief Adviser
{CA) to the Caretaker Governmerit
Prof Iajuddin Ahmed to fulfil peo-
ple's demand for reconstitution of
the EC immediately by removing
the CEC and Election
Commissioner SM! Zakaria and
create a congenial atmosphere for
afreeandfairelection.

"1fthe chiefl adviser wastes time

in implementing the demands, the
ongoing blockade programme will
turn into & popular insurrection,”
Hasina said their blockade
programme would continue until
their 11-pointdemand is met.

The AL chief also accused the

BNP-Jamast alliance. 1. begn.
yin the

conSpiring 1o create anarc

countiy in a bid to foil the upcom-
ing elections sensing the removal
of their loyal CEC and other elec-
tion commissioners will cost them
the victoryin polls.

At the press briefing, Jalil, who is
also the AL general secretary,
demanded immediate withdrawal
of 300 upazila election officer's
postings and corrections made in
the voter list in order to create a
neutral ground for a free and fair
election.

Claiming the country is heading
towards a popular insurrection for
the EC reconstitution demangd, the
ALleader said their ongoing move-
ment would only end by restoring
people's right to vote to form a
people's government.

Jalil' said apart from the BNP-
Jamaat alliance, all other political

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

ERSHAD SAYS

BNP govt falsely
implicated him
in gold smuggling

case in 1991
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Former president HM Ershad
yesterday told a Dhaka ¢ourt that
the BNP government in 1991 had
deliberately implicated him and
made him an accused in the gold
smuggling case as partof aconspir-_
acy to harass him politically.

Ershad submitted his written
statement after he was asked by
Judge SM Mujibur Rahman of the
First Additionali Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court to explain
about the statements given earlier
by eight prosecution witnesses
(PW) during thetrial of the case.

After hearing the statement
from Ershad, also chairman of
Jativa Party, the judge fixed
November 26 for hearing argu-
ments from the prosecution and
the defence.

Earlier, the court recorded
statements of eight PWs and com-
pleted cross-examination of the
PWs.

In his written statement, Ershad
claimed that even though the
prosecution failed to prove the
allegations against him during the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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