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Musings with Khurshid Alam

Veteran artiste on the transition
of music scene

SADYA AFREEN MALLICK

" HE recent talent hunt shows in the
country are doing a great job,
reinforcing the revival of songs

many thought were long lost. The revival

began, | believe, with young composers
tinkering with the folk songs, and soon there
were music lovers across the country once
more humming the classics. It seems the
worldwide telecast of the talent shows,
where performers are singing not only folk,
but also erstwhile-adhunik songs, have once
more brought to light, not only the tremen-
dous talent pool that we have but also the
rich archive of songs," says popular adhunik
singer of the '70s and '80s Khurshid Alam.

The discussion rapidly shifted to a range
of topics during a short break at a concert
held recently.

"Very few people know that my initial

Songs can live on
forever when they
find a home in the

hearts of the youn
generation

training was in Tagore songs," he said. "Born
and brought up in old Dhaka, | come from an
area where SM Parvez, popular singer
Moslehuddin and other prominent people
usedtolive.

"At the weekly rehearsals held at Dhaka
Shilpi Sangha headed by my uncle eminent
lyricist Dr Abu Hyder Sajedur Rahman AKA
Dr Mastana, | remember film actress Johorat
Ara, dancer Rosy Imam and others would
joininregularly," remembers Alam.

"Adhunik song is the soul of my being....

and fittingly, my entrance to this world was
almost by fate," he says. At the national level
competitions of Education Week in 1961-62
in the erstwhile East Pakistan, Alam had won
the first prize in Tagore songs, and was
keenly looking forward to making his mark on
the stage. However, at that time in 1965,
Rabindra Sangeet was banned from the
radio almost overnight. Considering his
options, Alam decided to audition for adhunik
(modern Bangla songs). And as the music
world watched, Alam rose step by step to
become one of the popular artistes of his
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Khurshid Alam

time.

It was a golden era in Bangla music, when
a flurry of artistes Syed Abdul Hadi, MA
Hamid, Md Ali Siddiqui, Khondokar Faruq
Ahmed, Mahmud un Nabi, Abdul Jabbar,
Anwaruddin Khan, Najmul Huda Bachchu,
Anjuman Ara Begum, Ferdousi Rahman,
Sabina Yasmin and Shahnaz Rahmatullah
were household names.

Alam says, "I was fortunate enough to
have done more than 300 playbacks under
the guidance of celebrated composers Subal
Das, Ali Hossain, Azad Rahman and Satya

Shaha."

"The music sessions with the music direc-
tors usually continued for hours. The studios
at the radio office at Shahbagh and much
later at Agargaon were the cultural hubs for
the musicians. During this time the commit-
ted directors would sit together and discuss
the latest compositions, " he says. Competi-
tion amongst artistes and composers was
intense, but 'healthy', according to Alam.
"There was mutual respect all around, and in
general, people were supportive of each
other," he adds.

He remembers one incident that high-
lighted this feeling more than anything else.
At that time Alam bagged a contract to sing
the playback for Agantuk, the first of his
countless playbacks in 1969. Such was the
bond between artistes and directors that
several directors turned up at the recording
simply because as they said "It was our
Khurshid's debut!"

"With such wholehearted support, |
readily felt motivated to give my utmost effort
in every song | recorded," he says. One of
the songs in that film, Bondi pakhir moton is
written by Dr AH Sajedur Rahman and com-
posed by Azad Rahman. Among other songs
such as Chonchol du noyoney bolona ki
khujchcho, Tomar du hath chhuye sopoth
nilam and Pitch dhala eyi path tarey in the
film Shadharan meye (composed by Robin
Ghosh and written by Gazi Mazharul Anwar)
were on everybody's lips before long.

Coming back to talent hunts he observes,
"Listening to many such songs that were
recorded ages ago with so much emotion,
brings back memories. Songs can live on
forever when they find a home in the hearts
of the young generation. | only hope the
young talents continue to practice theirart no
matter what the results of the talent shows.
Only then, instead of having one winner at
the end, you will have 140 million winners
across the country and beyond."

Swiss festival

Swiss Festival

begins

Swinging to indigenous tunes

Concert by Swiss Band 'Sonalp'
Venue: Bangladesh China Friendship

Conference Centre
Date: November 8
Time: 8:00 pm

Solo Exhibition

Title: In Colours, In Letters

Artist: Najma Akhter

Venue: Shilpangan Gallery, Road 3,

House 13/A, Dhanmondi
Date: November10-18

Time: 10:00pm-1:00pm & 5:00pm-

8:00pm

Film Screening
Title: Ontorjatra

Director: Tareque and Catherine

Masud
Organiser: Laser Vision

Venue: BIAM Multipurpose

Auditorium
63, New Eskaton

Date & Time: November 8, at 5:00

pm

Retrospective

Organiser: The High Commission of

India in Dhaka
November 10
6:00pm Anupama
November 11
6:00pm Anand

Venue: Indian Cultural Centre, House

25, Road 96, Gulshan-2

today

A three-day Swiss festival starts
today celebrating 35 years of
friendship between Bangladesh
and Switzerland, says a press
release.

The festival encompasses a
rich variety of programmes
related to trade and investment,
development cooperation and
cultural relations. The cultural
programmes include a concert
by Swiss music group 'Sonalp' at
the inaugural tonight at 7pm.
Popular Bangladeshi musician
Habib will perform along with
'Sonalp' at a concert on Novem-
ber 9. The venue of the cultural
programmes is the Bangladesh
China Friendship Conference
Centre.

Embassy of Switzerland, in
collaboration with Swiss Agency
for Development and Coopera-
tion (SDC) and Switzerland-
Bangladesh Business Forum
(SBBF) is organising the festival.

The Daily Star is the media
partner of the festival.

EMRAN HOSSAIN, JU

A group of six music lovers belong-
ing to the indigenous Garo commu-
nity, living in the forests of
Modhupur, Tangail have formed a
music troupe'. Now the band, called
'Ring Cheng A, is set to rock the
music world with its debut album.
The group aims to compose
songs in its original language known
as 'Achik'(the language of Garo

people), which has survived the
onslaught of a cultural and social
conflict between them and
Bangalees. The title of the group
stands for 'beginning with the
songs.'

The songs composed for the new
album titled Achikni Rasong (glory
of the nation) are unique in expres-
sion, representation of thought of
indigenous individuals and truly
simple in age old traditional tune.

Artistes of 'Ring Cheng A’ during a practice session

Though there is no written form of
Achik language available in the
country, composers had to work
years together collecting the appro-
priate words or idioms or metaphors
to authentically express the tales of
Garolifein the forest.

The beauty of nature, love,
rituals, festivals, woes and suffer-
ings of the marginalised community
are narrated through the lyrics
where one could feel the essence of
simplicity amongst the forest dwell-
ers.

Jajong, moonlight, Shal, Sun,
and different deities of the ancient
community are praised in several
songs. The songs are selected
giving priority to the variety of the
traditional music of the community.

Traditional and local musical
instruments including dama, drum,
rang, common reed, shanaai,
changchap, cymbal, adury, flute,
and harmonium are the instruments
the group use during their gig or tour
somewhere around the locality.
Four vocalists Madhuri Nokrek,
Hanna Dalbot, Choyoni Nokrek and
Teeres Nokrek form the group
accompanied by Najeet Mree and
Jolen Dalbot on the musical instru-
ments.
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'Ghar Phera': TV serial on
drug rehab

Life in a drug rehabilitation and
addiction treatment centre is the
subject of the ongoing TV serial
Ghar Phera, aired on Channel 1.
'‘Ghar Phera' is the name of a
drug rehab started by Mr
Chowdhury. After his only son,
Shajal committed suicide under the
influence of drugs, Mr Chowdhury
decided to start working on a drug
rehab. Neel is a druggie admitted in
the centre against his will. Abid is a
staff member at the centre and Ifti is
a cadre at a university. They are
both infatuated with the same girl.
To Ifti's dismay, the girl starts fre-
quenting the centre while working
on a research. The series proceeds
to depict little incidents, success
stories and major despairs in the
lives of people at the centre.
Director of the series Deepankar
Dipon says, "The medical treatment
of drug addicts at the rehabs is a
complicated process. | had to do my
research before | started working on
the serial. | want this TV play to have
an impact and I've tried to keep
things real but to the point that it
looks more like adocumentary.”
Lead roles in the series are played

Arman Parvez and Bonya Mirza in the TV play

by Arman Parvez Murad, Bonya
Mirza, Hillol, Apurbo and Nazneen
Chumki. Ghar Phera is aired every

Friday and Saturday at 9:30pm.

Alpana makes waves in Berlin

s
Alpana (R) and an artwork by her

Internationally acclaimed
Bangladeshi artist Murshida Arzu
Alpana displays her works at a three
week-long solo exhibition, at the
gallery Nering and Stern in Berlin,
Germany. The exhibition, titled 'The
North meets the South' which began
on November 5, displays a range of
40 works in different media such as
oil on canvas, mixed media on
canvas and papers and drawings.

The press release adds that prior
to this exhibition, Alpana partici-
pated at The London Art Fair,
Chelsea, London, from October 5-
10. She is the first Bangladeshi
whose paintings were exhibited at
the famous London Art Fair and her
works were appreciated by art
lovers and critics.

Imelda Marcos to launch fashion line

AP, Manila

Imelda Marcos notorious for her
extensive shoe collection and eye-
popping jewels accrued under her
husband's dictatorship is launch-
ing a jewellery collection using
cast-offs from her wardrobe and,
she claims, flea market finds.

Marcos, known for her shop-
ping trips to ritzy stores in New
York while the country wallowed in
poverty, says she made the pieces
from her old accessories and
clothes, mixed with newly bought
stones and other materials.

Her daughter, Imee Marcos,
said that unknown to many peo-
ple, her mother shops for trinkets
and accessories at flea markets,
and keeps earrings with a missing
pair or brooches that have some
missing stones.

Using a glue gun, scissors or
pliers, her mother "can combine
them with her vintage items in a
way that comes out beautiful,"

Imee Marcos told journalists
Monday during a promotional
photo shoot for "The Imelda Col-
lection," which is to be launched
November 18 in Manila.

The 77-year old widow of
Ferdinand Marcos said the jewel-
lery collection was the idea of her
grandson, Martin "Borgy"
Manotoc, who told her, "You are
creating beautiful things, like
jewels from practically garbage."

Marcos said the items would be
inexpensive, costing from $20 to
$100. But her daughter said prices
and details about the collection
are still being ironed out.

The jewellery collection is a far
cry from the dozens of suitcases of
genuine diamond tiaras, ruby
brooches, emerald necklaces and
other jewels the government
confiscated from Marcos and
which officials plan to auction off.

The Marcoses have been
accused of amassing ill-gotten
wealth and were driven out of the

Imelda Marcos

presidential palace by a military-
backed nonviolent "people power"
uprising in 1986. The ousted
strongman died in exile in Hawaii
three years later.
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