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Serving humanity should be our guiding principle

FROM PAGE 12
Educated, honest and genuine politicians should go to parliament. We in
the civil society are talking about this but the political parties will have to
implement this. Pressure has to be exerted on them in this regard and all of
us here will have to take the responsibility to make the people aware about
it. If people do not become aware, no political party will do any reforms on
theirown.

As an MP of a political party | also want my party to fulfill the promises. |
shall start a campaign in my party. We tend to criticise political parties at
random. We have joined a political party on behalf of the people. Therefore,
we shall have to come to you the way you will want us to. If you cannot make
the coming elections free and fair then you will never get honest and
competent candidates. If people cast their votes with prudence then those
who will get elected will remain obligated to them. The first job is to do
reform of the election commission and the caretaker government to make
the elections free and fair. The election commission has been given
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independent power by the constitution. But these have been attached with
prime minister's office. Election commission should prepare budgets
separately. Election commission has to be made strong.

If parliamentary democracy is to be made functional in this country then
there cannot be any differentiation on the basis of religion in the
constitution. The constitution of 1972 was the correct one. Unless and until
secularism is established as per that constitution, secularist politics will not
be established in this country. Anticorruption commission has to be made
strong. This has to be made neutral as per the constitution. There should be
budget allocation for this body. The judiciary has to be separated from the
executive to establish rule of law. Tax-free cars are given to the MPs and
ministers. | am also an MP but if | am given a transport from the government
then | would like to say to the civil society that do not want a tax-free car.

M Nurullslam

No matter how honest a man is or how less controversial he is, he will have
little importance if he does not belong to a political circle. At present people
are being influenced by Awami League, BNP and some other parties. They
hold sway over a very large portion of the masses. If you do not get
nomination from either Awami League or BNP, then even if you are an
honest person, you may lose your deposit in the election. In national
elections people only know either boat or sheaf of paddy. You may be a very
good person and even if you get elected, alone you will not be able to do
anything for the country. People will look at you as either BNP or Awami
League.

The best outcome of this dialogue is that we have not attacked any
particular political party. No adverse comment has been made regarding
any national leader. It is because this organisation will not play a role to
create political division. This organisation will work to unite people. This
organisation is trying to build people's confidence through exposing the
anti-people works of the political parties and governments and help find
competent candidates for the next elections. This is a pro-people work. The
election will be subject to questions if certain administrative aspects in the
constitution need to be amended. There is only three-month time in hand to
do any basic change. The next three months will be the tenure of the

caretaker government. The party in power thinks that we should prepare for
the next elections through handing over power to the caretaker
government. Since people have the right to vote, they will vote for the
persons they like and make him/her MP. The party that will be voted to
power by the people will form the next government. There have been three
elections under the caretaker government. No government could come to
power by manipulating votes. Therefore, let us go forward and pass the
remaining three months and then the three-month tenure of the caretaker
government. After that let us participate in elections to avoid the crisis. Let
us sit for discussion and hold dialogue throughout the country. If anything
has to be added we shall do it for national interest.

Debapriya Bhattacharya

We have requested the prime minister and BNP chairperson and leader of
the opposition for their time. We want to place before them the summary of
what has come out of the last eight discussions and vyour
recommendations.

Prof. Mohammad Jafor Imam

The purpose of this discussion is to cleanse politics of all blemishes. We
are not entering politics or planning to form a political forum. Our biggest
strength is that we are going to do politics. We do not want to be political
candidates. But those who will become candidates we shall vote them to
power and in this regard we shall exercise the power of honesty. People are
the source of all power. We have been able to perceive this fact. Our
thoughts and spirit are secular. We are definitely secular. When we fought
our Liberation War we have been motivated by the spirit of secularism. At
later stage some non-secular words have been added to the constitution
through amendment. This house is rejecting these. Some of you have
given suggestion to make the tax department more powerful. The task of
the tax department is to identify those who avoid giving taxes and force
them to pay taxes. Some of you have talked about birth registration. This is
agood proposal and | support this.

The government has started this work. If everyone accepts this then we
shall have no problem in updating the voter list. We believe that if honest
and competent people become candidates then many of our political
problems will be solved. Black money and muscle power have taken hold of
our politics. Corruption has polluted our politics. That is why if we can vote
honest and competent people to power, we can free ourselves from many
of the problems. We cannot watch this country go towards a pit and that's
why citizens have become aware today. We want the government to
govern this country in an honest and transparent manner. We do not want
to see any division as majority or minority. One system can help us
overcome some of our political problems. That is registration of the parties.
With registration, political parties will be forced to accept certain basic
principles. For example, there will be practice of democracy within the
parties. There will be a list of the assets of the members. Registration will
also reveal whether anyone is tax defaulter or whether there is any court
case pending against a member. Therefore, if we can have the political
parties registered then they will be inclined to practice democracy within
the party and also at the national level.

We want an independent judiciary and anticorruption commission. We
want an independent election commission. If these organs can function
independently then political parties will have no influence over them. If we
feel that caretaker government is unnecessary, then we must not forget
that it was created to meet some historic need. You must not forget that a
situation was created when we had lost confidence in the political leaders.
People had no faith that the party in power would hold a free and fair
election. This was the reason why caretaker government concept \was
accepted by all. And people had support behind this concept. Now it needs
to be reformed. We have been able to discern the feeling here from the
discussionthe caretaker government system will be abolished gradually.
But as long as itis here, it has to be free of any blemish, so that it cannot be
influenced by any political party.
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