asina 'of
C reformation move

Chlef adviser sends Shafi, Sultana to Sudha Sadan

late night to convey AL chief their decision

SHAKHAWAT LITON

Twa advisers to the caretaker gov-
ernment late last night rushed to
AL President Sheikh Hasina con-
veying the message that they have
initiated effective steps to reconsti-
tute the Election Commission (EC).

Advisers CM Shafi Shami and
Sultana Kamal on instruction from
Chief Adviser Iajuddin Ahmed met
Husina ar9:40pm for more than an
hour,

Following the meeting the AL
softened its ultimatum ending
today for tough action unless the
caretaker government implements

its 11-point demand including EC
reconstitution. The AL will wait for
another week for the implementa-
tion of its demands, party sources
said.

"We have been told from the
council of advisers that effective
steps have been taken for reconsti-
tution of the Election
Commission,”" AL General
Secretary Abdul Jalil made a one-
liner to the waiting journalists after
Shafi and Sultana left Sudha Sadan
at10:53pm. ;

Meantime, all the advisers at a
meeting yesterday afternoon
expressed a common sentiment

that the EC should be reconstituted
to remove all negative images that
overshadowed its credibility,

The advisers' council met again
last night to discuss ways to make
the EC effective but could not take
any decision as the advisers found
it difficult to reconstitute the EC
because of some constitutional
barriers,

A few advisers even said at the
second meeting of the advisers'

 council yesterday afternoon that

the chief election commissioner
(CEC) and three other election
commissioners have lost the moral
righttostay in theiroffices.

The council is likely to sit again
tomorrow.

In the first meeting yesterday,
the advisers' council discussed the
ways to minimise all negative
images of the EC to gain people's
confidence in it for holding a free
and fair election, sources said. The
advisers are also determined to
create an environment acceptable
to all political parties as soon as
possible.

"The Election Commission's
responsibility is like that of a ref-
eree. A referce cannot have the
moral right to stay in job il the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7
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|Aziz, ECs 'neutral,

. !
non-partisan
Observes Khaleda, terms their
removal demand 'illogical’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
yesterday said the chief election
commissioner (CEC) and the other
commissioners are "neutral and
non-partisan people” holding the
constitutional posts,

The country cannot concede to
Awami League (AL) and its allies'
"llogical demand' for removal of
the commissioners.

During her visit to the BNP
central office last night, the first
since handover of power, she also
told reporters that AL had
appointed their 'own man' as the
CEC but the present CEC is a neu-
tral person.

She arrived at the party office at
around 8:00pm amid applause
from hundreds of leaders and
workers of BNP and its front

organisations.

BNP Sccretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and city BNP
President Sadek Hossain Khoka
were among others to receive the
immediate past prime minister.

A good number of leaders and
workers including Moudud
Ahmad, Obaidur Rahman, Tanveer
Ahmed Siddique met and greeted
the BNP chairperson.

Referring to the formation of the
interim government, Khaleda said
everything has happened constitu-
tionally, AL did notwantJustice KM
Hasan as the chiefadviser, and now
that their demand is met, they
should not have anymore objec-
tions.

"Chief adviser and the other
advisers' have taken charge and
hopefully, the next election will be

$SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

among top cop posts

6 divisional commlssmners

also changed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The top posts of the police were
reshuffled again yesterday in a
span of 24 hours, leaving the same
meninimportant positions.

For example, the DG of Rab has
beenmadethe inspector general of
police within 48 hours of his
appointment to the former post,
On the other hand, the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
chief has been put at the helm of
Rab. The same CID chief was the
commissioner of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) only 48
hours earlier.

IGP Anwarul Igbal has been
made an officer on special duty
(OSD).

The posts of chief of Special
Branch (SB) and DMP cominis-
sioner have been swapped within
48 hours. The commissioner, Naim

Ahmed, had just joined his new
postsix hours before his new e
ferto alessimportant postin
Thelatest changessho
people who had alleged
good book of the last
gotevenbetter post
Naim had played &
role in arresting Shib ag&uim
accused in the %}shaﬁl Iversity
Prof Taher murder ¢
leader Mahbubul Alam was
on the run when Naim was. 'l.he
Rajshahi Meltopnlltnn Police
(RMP) commissioner an
League then lauded Naim's role in
the case in parliament.

Besides, the interim
ment also transferred six. }oltlt
secretaries to the posts of divi-
sional commiasmuarmfarday

ABM Bazlur Rahman, addi-
tional IGP of Special Branch (SB),

SEE PAGE uuk 6

Jail Killing
Day today
Trial lost in
Jjudicial maze
STAFE CORRESPONDENT
Todayis the 30th anniversary of the
g of four national leaders and
LiberationWar heroes.
/Om this day in 1975, Syed Nazrul
Islam, acting president of

Bangladesh government in exile in
1971, Tajuddin Ahmed, prime

. miﬂistar of the same government,

M Mansur Ali, Misnce minister,
SEE PAGE 192 COL 4

Reception to
ProfYunus at
Bangabhaban

November 5
UNB, Dhaka

President and Chief Adviser to the
Caretaker Government lajuddin
Ahmed will' accord a reception to
Mobel laureate Prof Muhammad
Yunus an November5.

The reception will be held at
Bangabhaban at 7:00pm, said an
official announcementyesterday.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

Land grabbersfill and occupya ;;art of the Shitalakhya river at Shenpara near Kanchpur on the outskirts of the capital.

Contracts, projects

to be reviewed
Adviser Akbar Ali says spending
to be prioritised, welcomes strict
waitch on council's activities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Adviser Akbar Ali Khan yesterday
said the interim government will
review all development projects
and contracts approved during the
last days of the immediate past
alliance government.

“It is our responsibility to look
into these matters," he told report-
ers on his first day in office as the
financeand planning adviser.

Akbar, also in charge of com-
merce, post and telecommunica-
tions ministrics, was replying to

queries about the Awami League
(AL) led 14-party combine's
demand for scrapping of all the
decisions taken by the BNP-Jamaat
government on development
projects, block allocations and
signing of contractsafter January 1.
The opposition's call figures in
the 11-point demand that AL
President Sheikh Hasina submitted
to the President and Chief Adviser
InjuddinAhmed on October 30,
The advisers should review the
government's last six months'

SCBA wants
Adviser Fazlul
to resign

UNB, Dhaka

Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) has demanded immediate
resignation of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Adviser
Justice M Fazlul Hug forwhatitsaid
his hostile attitude towards the 14-
party combine,

The demand from the SCBA
came within three days of his tak-
ing over the charge of an adviser to
the caretaker government.

“Justice Hug has lost his neu-
trality by making arrogant com-
ments on the political stand of the
14-party alliance with regard to
overseeing the actions of the non-
party caretaker government 1o
judge its impartiality," SCBA
President Barrister M Amir Ul

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Ershad may join
BINP alliance today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a major political development,
former president HM Ershad-led
Jatiya Party (JP) is going to join the
BNP-led four-party alliance today.

JP sources said Ershad unilater-
ally finalised, the decision yester-
day, ignoring the opinion of senior
party leaders including Kazi Zafar
Ahmad and Secretary General
Ruhul Amin Hawlader,

pected situation arising out of his
move, Ershad also suspended the
November 4 and 5 extended meet-
ingofhis party.

"The party chairman has
decided to return to the BNP-led
four-party alliance, and this will be
announced tomorrow (Friday),” JP

Presidium Member Kazi Firoz
Rashid told The Daily Star last
night.

The announcement would
follow a presidium meeting of the
party this morning, Ershad will
preside over the meeting at the
party's Banani office,

Firoz Rashid said.

SeniorJP leaders, including Kazi
Zafar and Ruhul Hawlader pro-

. lested the party chairman's unilat-
To avoid discontent and. unex- --

cral decision to join the four-party
alliance without settling parlia-
mentary seat-sharing issues, party
insiders said.

OnWednesday, Ershad met BNP
chairperson Khaleda Zia and dis-
cussed the terms and conditions of
his joining the coalition. BNP

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

CEC to consider
if advisers ask
him to quit

But reminds them to

follow constitution
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
MA Aziz yesterday said he will con-
sider if advisers to the ‘caretaker
gﬂ mment request him to resign

m his post but he reminded them
te follow the constitution before
makingsuchrequest

“T'am 100 per cent confident--

' nbsolutely confident--that insha

Allah there will be an election and
everybody will participate in it
Aziz said, adding that the EC is
prepared to hold the election in
time.

“I'have told youmany times that
the posts of CEC and other election

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Notice

We regret that the Star Weekend
Magazine could not come out
today due to printing problem.
The magazine will be distributed
along with Saturday's newspa-
per. However, it will be available
on our online edition as usual.
We apologise to readers for the
inconvenience, -- Editor

Meet deman:_

iy

ds

movements

14-party threatens CA, waits

till noon today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 14-party alliance yesterday
reminded the president and care-
taker government chief of the
deadline to prove his neutrality and
threatened to go for all-out move-
mentsif their demands are not met
bynoon taday,

A three-member delegation of
the Awami League (AL)-led 14-
party yesterday met President and
Chiel Adviser to the caretaker
government Prof Iajuddin’ Ahmed
at Bangabhaban. The delegates --
Abdul Jalil, Amir Hossain Amu and
Nurul Islam -- urged him to carry
out the 11-point task, saying they
would otherwise announce fresh
course of agitation from today's
Paltan Maidan rally.

“We have told the president if
we can't see his activities through
which we can observe his neutral-

e i
ity by tomorrow [today] noon,
there will be no alternative hBF“
go for vigorous movements,
General Secretary Jalil m&.li&'ms
speaking to reporters at a !
briefing at the party's Dhanmondi
officelastnight. i

Prior to the briefing, the 1
party held an emergency i v
where Jalil directed all tha alli
chalkout pmgmmn%pa di

The 14-party sits ﬂay It
to finalise their next owge of
action.

Thealliance del taa mdn}'
also reminded ln]?lg:dinyte:*brmg
radical changes in the pamnhhe
deputy commissioners, suj
tendents of police, upazila:
officers, thana nirbahi omnq'q md
other top posts in both the civil and
policeadministration.

Ear!lorataprepmtu:ymhﬁng
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Pricey essentials remained

people's permanent plig

it

Minister changed yet Commerce went downhill

STAR REPORT

Changes to the commerce ministry
portfolio twice did little help to
curb the price hike of essentials
during the BNP-led four-party
government's tenure, The situation
rather worsened further, making
the life of the general public
unbearableinthe lastfive years.
The ministers holding the com-
merce portfolio always remained
in the media limelight for their
contradictory statements and
other moves. Theyshitted from one
policy to another without consid-
ering its impact, allowed syndi-
cates to operate virtually unchal-

T
YEAR

lenged, and proved inefficiency in
dealing trade not only at home but
alsoin thegiobal forums.

At the end of the alliance gov-
ernment’'s tenure, the Prime
Minister's Office, especially the
principal secretary to the PM,
intervened in the activities of the
commerce and other ministries to
address skyrocketing prices.
However, the move has so far failed
toyield any positive results,

Besides, when nagona,tlngﬂqlﬂx
play a vital role in pro any
country's interest in the changed
global scenario, the | ment's
policymakers ignored the issue of
capacity building. As a result,
Bangladesh was outperformed by
other countries with similar inter-
ests,

Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury was the first to go
apparently for his falluré o curb the
price hike of essentials. The govern
ment on March 25, Mms.delluf
Hossain Choudhuty, whose charge
of the home affairs earlier ended in

failure, the commerce
mpﬁ

Thank
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For the decision of keeping Chittagong Port active for both shifts including holidays we express our heartfelt thanks to ~
Chittagong Port Authority ® Chittagong Chamber Association ® BGMEA

Shipping Agent Association ® C&F Association ¢ Bangladesh Master Stevedores Association
¢ andallother associates.
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