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earning through dishonest means 
the right one? I am placing my 
questions to today's forum. Today's 
initiative is being held in a political 
environment where threats are 
b e i n g  g i v e n  o v e r  m o b i l e  
telephones every now and then, 
and shrouds for burial are being 
sent to individuals with due 
forewarning. We have to make our 
own arrangements for our security. 
Dishonest people have made their 
way into our politics and are using it 
for evil purposes; the only way to rid 
us from this is for the people with 
conscience to hold their heads high 
in protest.

Muhammad Afzal
In long 35 years we have not been 
able to establish a society that is 
non-communal and free from any 
form of discrimination. Although 
Bangladesh made some progress 
at the beginning it nose-dived soon 
after. Today's Bangladesh cannot 
be cal led democrat ic .  The 
government that is in power today 
h a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f a s c i s t  
tendencies. One of its coalition 
partners is a fascist party, and 
opposed our War of Liberation. It is 
a religious fascist party. I would like 
to particularly speak about a 
particular party. There is yet 
another party whose entire 
philosophy is based on religion. 
Jamaat-e-Islami is yet to accept the 
existence of Bangladesh. Even to 
th is  day i t  is  against  the 
independence of Bangladesh. It is 
this party which is at the seat of 
power. It is they who have created 
JMB with its mentor overseas. The 
American imperialists gave birth to 
Bin Laden and the Al-Qayeda. 
Bangladesh's Hirkatul Jihad, or 
Mujahid, or whatever you call them 
are all part and parcel of that outfit. 
Yet whoever has the support of 
America they will continue to 
flourish. It is no exception here in 
Bangladesh. To me it is a danger 
signal for Bangladesh and the 
Bengali nation as a whole. It is the 
responsibility of the entire 14 crore 
people to be fully prepared to resist 
this evil force in order to ensure that 
none of these people dare to come 
out with any weapon or bombs. If 
the people remain awake and alert 
they will not dare to come out with 
weapons. Just as these four 
organizations are working towards 
holding of a just and fair election the 
various political parties, social 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  g r o u p s  o f  
professionals including many 
student youth organizations, are 
also carrying out their own 
movement a longside them. 
Although CPD, Channel I, Prothom 
Alo, the Daily Star, including the 
Nagorik Committee, have not come 
forward directly with the reform 

proposals they are not against it. I 
believe the programs launched by 
these four organizations are a 
program awakening, alongside the 
movement launched by the 14 
Party Alliance and other political 
parties. There is no conflict 
between the two; this endeavor is 
complimentary to the program of 
launched by the 14 Party Alliance. 

Moazzem Hossain Lablu
t hI t  is the 35  year of our 

independence, yet can we really 
say that our national, district level 
and other leaders say the truth 
without giving false hopes at the 
time of contesting election? Today 
we see news in the TV and the print 

media that terrorists are dying in 
cross fire while shooting at the 
RAB. There is a law that prohibits 
loan defaulters from contesting 
elections but they are able to vote. 
There should also be a law 
prohibiting   terrorists and their 
sponsors from contesting, although 
they may vote. I believe that this will 
free our politics from terrorism. I 
believe that a person, who is a 
judge himself but ignores court 
orders, cannot hold a credible 
election.

Muhammad Sirajul Islam Siraj
We often call for hartals as a 
strategic tool of our politics and a 
part of our democratic right, 
whether it is BNP or Awami league 
or any other party. On the other 
hand I shall take my child to the 
school and will keep my business 
house open which is also my 
constitutional right. But there I am 
attacked with bombs. I shall drive 
my car procured by my own money, 
on the streets; this is also my 
constitutional right. No one has the 
right to break it. Whichever political 
party may be involved in snatching 
such constitutional rights of the 
people the civil society resist such 
acts. Let us unite and stand up 
against all such acts irrespective of 
our party affiliations. Whatever 
party I may belong to I shall always 
stand by you.

Abdul Quddus
People who are involved in theft, 
corruption and plundering of wealth 
are the so-called educated ones 
and not the poor people. Karl. Marx 
once said that capitalism, in its 
early days, had given mankind a lot 
and helped the society to move 
forward. Today, it is on the path of 
decline. In 1991 we held the 
election through the Caretaker 
G o v e r n m e n t  a  m a k e s h i f t  
arrangement, ignoring the left 
progressive forces. At that time we 
thought that this was the option 
open to us. Whatever reforms we 
may undertake the capitalist 
system shall not be able to sustain 
them.  

Nazrul Islam Hakkani
Politics is becoming difficult for the 
politicians. It has been vandalized. 
It is now in the hands of 
businessmen and holders of black 
m o n e y.  P e o p l e  h a v e  l o s t  
confidence in politics. People think 
that politics cannot be of any good 
to them, but we have not brought 
about this kind of politics. It is 
clearly written here about a non-
c o m m u n a l  d e m o c r a t i c  
Bangladesh. It is not possible that 
we, the politicians, will be the only 
ones to dream but others of the 
society will not. Various groups of 
people may have their own 
dreams. It is the politicians that will 

take forward their dreams. 
Independence of  the Ant i -
corruption Commission is to be 
ensured. Alongside meting out 
exemplary punishment to corrupt 
people, their ill-gotten wealth and 
properties acquired through 
corrupt means should also be 
confiscated. The terrorists are to be 
identified, arrested and tried. They 
must not be allowed to join any 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a n d  g i v e n  
nominat ions for  contest ing 
election. We have to bring about a 
healthy trend in politics by reducing 
corruption in politics. 

Dr. Ekramul Hossain Shapan
Whenever  the quest ion of  

nominating candidates for the 
national assembly comes up we 
find that we are stuck with 
traditional thinking as to who 
should be nominated. There is 
often talk of competent candidates, 
but whenever the election draws 
near we see that there is a kind of 
contest amongst the political 
parties, big or small, and those who 
are running the Administration. The 
contest is for giving nominations to 
those who have most money and 
muscle power. I believe that the 
civil society has to come forward. 
The political parties also have to 
play their due role. I confess that 
those of us who have been 
engaged in politics have committed 
many mistakes over the last 35 
years. We are paying for all those 
mistakes, big and small. Today, 
those of us who belong to the 
various professional groups, social 
organizations and the civil society 
must come forward in protest and 
initiate appropriate actions. We 
have to make all out efforts to 
transform Bangladesh into a 
working democracy. 

Rosy Rahman   
Can these recommendations be 
made into a law and can we 
achieve our objectives through the 
process of that law? We wish to 
nominate those who are engaged 
in politics on a fulltime basis and 
are dedicated politicians, those 
who would talk about the poor and 
the people at large and about the 
development of the country. Above 
all they have to be honest, and 
people of character. Those who are 
in this compound today are not the 
only representatives of the civil 
society. There are many more 
belonging to the civil society living 
in the rural areas. We wish to 

extend the present civil society by 
including them, too. Through this 
forum I wish to reiterate that if we 
are to hold a credible and proper 
election in 2007, and establish an 
accountable government, the two 
election commissioners should 
resign.

Syed Nur Ahmed Tulu 
I am an optimist and I see no 
reason for loosing hope, looking at 
the present state of the country. 
Today, CPD have embarked on this 
venture with whatever resources 
they have. They have described 
their initiative as the journey to the 
path of democracy, through which 
people will travel. A few Muslims, 
bureaucrats and some worthless 
politicians may block the passage 
of this path. Election is the right 
path, and there is no alternative to 
it. Elections have to take place 
everywhere, from electing the 
chairman of an institute right up to 
the top. Both the Upazilla and the 
District administration have to be 
brought under a chairman. The 
parliament has to be made 
accountable. 

Ashraf Hossain Barada
If we are able to discharge our 
individual responsibilities only then 
we will be on the right path, the path 
that the Nagorik Committee is 
trying to show us. But the Nagorik 
Committee has to come out above 
the mistrust that is eating into the 
vitals of the entire nation bit by bit. 
Nagorik Committee has the means 
to come out of this. You are to 
reflect our hopes and aspirations 
through your Media. Surely you will 
be the think tank for guiding the 
country if you are able to 
successfully fulfill the task you have 
undertaken. The two leaders have 
to sit together under pressure from 

the public. Surely, you would be 
able to find a solution if all the 
political parties adopt an open 
minded policy. I hope you will play 
an active role not just during the 
2007 national election, but also in 
all other elections in the future, 
including the local elections. I 
believe the responsibility of an MP 
should be restricted to formulating 
of laws and the rest should be 
entrusted with local governments. 
The local governments should be 
so empowered that they can 
funct ion freely without the 
interference and influence of the 
local MP. 

M. Hafizuddin Khan
You will notice that the paper we 
have distributed contains 41 points 
with regard to reformation of the 
electoral system. As you have 
rightly observed, this does not 
apply to this one single election. 
Since we have an election right 
ahead of us we wish that some of 
these points be implemented. At 
least some of the suggested 
measures like preparation of a 
correct voter list, freeing the 
election from the influence of black 
money and undertaking of due 
measures for electing good and 
honest people. Thereafter, we 
should raise our voices again for 
whatever institutional changes that 
should take place with regard to 
reformation of the political and 
electoral systems. We have no 
confidence in the present Election 
Commission and we believe that no 
free and fair election can be held 
under this commission. This 
E l e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  
committed a crime by spending the 
amount the amount of money in 
connection with preparation of the 
voter list and the money spent has 
been a total waste. For this the 
Chief Election commissioner 
himself is responsible. Some one 
amongst us has mentioned about 
mistrust and suspicion amongst 
one another, he could not be far 
from the truth. The Caretaker 
Government itself is a product of 
that mistrust and suspicion. It 
cannot be an instrument of 
governance in any democratic form 
of government. There are no firm 
criteria for appointment of the 
election commissioners. Anybody 
can be inducted into the offices of 
the Chief Election Commissioner 
and the commissioners. Following 
the tradition built over the past 25 
years it is the ruling party that had 
been appointing individuals of their 
choice into these posts. This is 
surely a deterrent to the smooth 
passage of democracy. The Deputy 
Commissioners and the UNOs that 
are to be entrusted with election will 
be placed under the control of the 
Election Commission only after 
declarat ion of the elect ion 
schedule. Furthermore, they 
cannot be transferred to a different 
location without the approval of the 
election commission. Under the 
existing system the transfers can 
take place only 15 days after the 
conclusion of the election. We are 
proposing this period of time be 
extended, so that anyone found 
guilty of any election related 
offence could not escape justice. In 
Bangladesh elections are held in a 
single day. We plan to propose 
holding division wise elections on a 
per day basis, like in neighboring 
India, and then declare all the 
results in one day. Perhaps it will 
then be possible to control the law 
and order situation and avoid any 
untoward situation.

Habib-un-Nabi Khan Sohel
I frequently have this feeling that 
whatever goes wrong in this 
country is the work of the politicians 
and whatever is right is the work of 

others. Is it really so? A politician 
works right through till two and 
three in the morning each day 
working for the people. Is it right to 
put the blame on all politicians 
because of a few? As a matter of 
fact there is no difference between 
the politicians and the civil society. 
They also want the good of the 
country just like the politicians. Why 
only the civil society, even if any 
other social organization worked 
for the good of the country, all 
honest politicians will stand by 
them. Today I have come to this 
discussion meeting by CPD in that 
frame of mind. Since the politicians 
provide the leadership to the 
people they expect more from them 
and that is but natural. Today we 
have a set system where elections 
are held every five years in the 
country. Many countries of the 
world are yet to have such a 
system. Even after this you will 
notice that during the eighties there 
used to be hijacking of ballot boxes 
and mastans would come from 
different areas and snatch votes. 
Does such an environment exist 
today? We have come a long way 
out of that situation for the better. 
We are also making progress in the 
area of our economy and, hence, I 
see no reason for  feel ing 
disheartened. Not much can be 
achieved in preventing the use of 
black money and nominating of 
honest and competent candidates, 
through enactment of relevant laws 
only. I believe that there is no 
alternative but to create public 
awareness. I would hope that the 
way CPD is conducting a meeting 
here today within closed doors it 
will also go out to the people who 
are voters and hold similar 
discussions with them. Not all 
responsibilities should be put on 
the shoulders of the politicians. 
Everybody should take that 
responsibility, come forward and 
talk to the people. 

Advocate I. E. M. Sarwar-ul-A lam
I  have not leased out my 
conscience to any political party. I 
say whatever I think to be just. I am 
not obligated to any political party. 
But I am obligated to one force that 
is the defenders and the caretaker 
of the War of Liberation. When our 
Constitution was framed the 
preamble declared that freedom 
was achieved through a noble War 
of Liberation. But the very words “ 
great war of liberation” are no 
longer there in the Constitution. We 
see our national flags are flying on 
the cars of those who do not believe 
in our very independence. I 
consider this to be a shame for the 
entire nation. 

I shall hint at two issues, one, 
the concept of the Caretaker 
G o v e r n m e n t .  A n  e l e c t e d  
government is qualified to govern 
the country for a period of five years 
unless a no-confidence motion is 
passed, or it is removed through a 
constitutional process. Strange as 
it may seem, whenever the election 
approaches the government can 
longer be trusted. The entity with 
whom we have lived for five years 
we longer trust. I believe we have 
become a laughing stock in the 
eyes of the world. I propose that 
this concept be scrapped. There is 
yet another provision in the 
const i tut ion with regard to 
appo in t ing  technocra ts  as  
ministers. Despite the fact that you 
had been working so long for 
prevent ing the technocrats 
becoming ministers, one out of ten 
is still able to qualify to become a 
technocrat minister, as if we would 
not be able to run our gas 
establishments and oil operations. I 
propose that the constitutional 
provision of appointing technocrats 
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as ministers be scrapped. It is 
against the very principle of 
democracy that an elected person 
is not allowed to speak freely. I am 
therefore proposing that Article 70 
(a) of the Constitution should also 
have the provision for free speech 
by an elected representative. I 
believe all these three clauses of 
the const i tut ion should be 
scrapped.

Prof. Reza Shah Taufiqur 
Rahman
The wise people of the country are 
not sitting idle at this critical 
juncture of the country. They are all 
the time thinking about the country 
and have expressed their views. 
Their objective is to pave the way 
for a good government There can 
be no such crisis in a country 
whose wise men of its civil society 
are so active. Those who are 
engaged in leftist politics love to 

talk about class distinctions. I also 
say the same. In other words this 
means that the rich will be richer 
and the poor poorer. But the 
p rog ram o f  ou r  economic  
development should be as such 
that, we are known as a country of 
mid level economy, for this we need 
to  have  a  government ,  a  
government consisting of people 
from the civil society. There is no 
a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  d e m o c r a c y  
throughout the world today. Under 
the democratic process it is the 
politicians who should be engaged 
in politics but we hope that they are 
civil, too. We shall merely be 
complimentary to their efforts. 
Those of us who claim ourselves as 
civil wish to stay beside them as 
helping hands.
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