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Where others see similarity,

we see difference.

t Experience the customized solutions at HSBC.
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for tha fatest news highlights In English -

Fabric manufacturers are act

ually as varied as thair fabrics, That's

why at HSBC we make a point of listening to all our custamers, to
their very differant ambitions and concarns thay have.

HSBC has the largest relationship manager netwark of any bank,
you can be sure there are very few financial issues we're not used

to dealing with, Just try us.

Two local airlines to
kick oft flights from
Dhaka early next year

PORIMOL PALMA 8

Two local airlines arelikely to begin
operation of their domestic flights
from Dhaka early next year and the
international flights gradually, as
Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (CAAB) has already
issued them provisional licenses.

The airlines -- Best Aviation and
United Airlines -- are taking neces-
sary preparation to begin their
flights, said theairlines sources.

Best Aviation, an IPSSL Group
Company, has completed all the
formalities to lease two aircrafts B-
747 and B-737 from Indonesia and
applied already for necessary clear-
ancefortheaircraftand routes.

The domestic routes that Best
Aviation planned are Dhaka-
Chittagong and Dhaka-Sylhet,
while international routes are
Dhaka-Kolkata, Dhaka-Jajpur,
Dhaka-Bangkok and Dhaka-

. Kathmandu, said Best Aviation
Chairman Haider UzZaman.
Initially, the Best Aviation will

operate one aireraft to the interna-
tional destinations, two flights on
Dhaka-Chittagong route and one
on Dhaka-Sylhet route.

The other airline -- United
Airways -- will lease three 56-
seated aircraft from Holland and
signed a Letter of Intent with' its
agency in Singapore, said the pri-
vate airline's managing director,
Captain Tasbirul Ahmed
Choudhury.

The domestic routes of United
Airways will be on Dhaka-Sylher,
Dhaka-Chittagong, Dhaka-Jessore,
Dhaka-Cox's Bazar and Dhaka-
Barisal routes, while the interna-
tional flights will be initially on
Dhaka-Kolkata and Dhaka-
Katmanduroutes.

Everyday there will be one flight
on Dhaka-Cox's Bazar and Dhaka-
Barisal routes and 5 to 3 flights on
Dhaka-Chittagong, Dhaka-Sylhet
and Dhaka-Jessareroutes.

“We are expecting to begin
international flights six months
after the beginning of the domestic

flights,” Caprain Tasbirul told The
DailyStar.

“We have applied for the route
clearances and will finalise the
routes and flight design soon after
we secure such clearances,” he
added.

Both the airlines officials prom-' |

ised to maintain quality and make
airfares competitive.

The airfare for domestic ser-
vices of United Airways will be a bit
higher than the fare Bangladesh
Biman charges, but lower than that
ofthe private airline, GMG, said the
MD ofUnited Airways.

Packages are also being
designed for the passengers, espe-
cially for the expatriate
Bangladeshis, as most shares of the
airways are accumulated from the
expatriates, he further said.

Best Aviation Chairman Haidar
Uz Zaman said they would offer
special packages to the students
availing international routes,
allowing them to travel first and
then payin instalments.

Reétoration of Indo-Pak
direct shipping

link okayed

AP, New Delhi

Indian government yesterday
approved a plan to restore direct
cargo shipping links with Pakistan
after a gap of 35 years, but only for
ships from third countries, officials
said.

The cabinet decision is
expected to substantially boost
trade between the two hostile
neighbours. Previously, all cargo
ships between the countries had to
berouted through ather ports such
asSingaporeand Dubai.

“This is a very important deci-
sion since it will increase the vol-
ume of trade and eventually bring
down shipping costs," senior min-
ister Priyva Ranjan Dasmunshisaid.

In addition, ships flying Indian
and Pakistani flags will be allowed
to transport third-country cargoes
from each other's ports,
Dasmunshisaid.

There was no immediate word
on whether the new rules would
also apply to passenger and cruise
ships.

Friday's decision follows an
agreement reached between the
two countries in last December to
allow direct transport of cargoes by
ships.

Direct shipping and ship visits
between India and Pakistan were
halted after the 1971 war thatled to
the creation of Bangladesh.

The Cabinet decision comes
weeks before top officials from
India and Pakistan are to meet in
New Delhi to resume peace talks
that were put on hold after the July
bombings of Mumbai's commuter
rail network.

Annual trade between India and
Pakistan reached nearly

US$1 billion (833 million euros)
this year. But informal trade, a
euphemism for cross-border smug-
gling, is estimated at nearly USS2
billion (1.6 billion euros), accord-
ing to Indian industry groups.

Business leaders from both the
sides complain that barriers to
trade are being removed too slowly
and are preventing the two cotn-
tries from tapping their trade
potential.

Common complaints include
high costs of shipping goods
between the two countries, tough
visa rules that restrict business travel,
andinsufficient transportation links.

The two neighbours, who share a
2,897-kilometre (1,800-mile) bor-
der, resumed direct trade by road in
Julylastyearafteragapof40years.
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Unil&df'commemhl Bank (UCB) Ltd recently signed a credit rating agreement with Credit Rating Agency of
Bangladesh (CRAB) Ltd. Under the deal, CRAB will perform credit rating of the bank. Hamidul Hug, managing direc-
tor of the bank, and Masihur Rahman, managing director of CRAB, signed the deal while other senior officials from

boththe sides were present.
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WTO MEETS Nov 7

Green light for

Vietnam's

accession likely

The World 'ﬁud_e drgnriisadon‘s
149 members will meet on
November 7 formally to consider

Microsoft profit

rises 11pc
REUTERS, Seatle

Microsoft Corp posted an 11 per-
cent rise in quarterly net profit on
Thursday, boosted by a strong
performance at its database divi-
sion and shrinking losses from its
Xbox360videogameconsole,

‘The world's largest software
‘makeralsosaid itwill defer revenue
of §1.5 billion related to the
upcominglaunches of anew Office
‘softwaresuite andWindows Vista.

giving the green light for
Vietnam's accession, the WTO
said Friday.

Vietnam's accession, and a
debate on the negotiators' report
outlining the deal, was included in
the official agenda for the execu-
tive General Council meeting on
November 7 sent out by Director
General Pascal Lamy.

Trade sources have said that
step is largely expected to be a
formality.

Under WTO rules, Vietnam's
eventual membership would only
become effective 30 days after the
country’'s national legislative
assembly ratifies an agreement.

Ratification is expected on
December 5, according to sources
close to the talks,

Arcelor Mittal
to take 40pc .
stake in Noble

REUTERS, Brussels

Arcelor Mittal, the world's largest
steelmaker, said on Friday it would
acquire a 40 percent stake in Noble
International Ltd ina deal combin-
ing the two firms' laser-welding
operations

Arcelor Mittal said it had signed
a binding agreement with U.S.-
based Noble to merge Arcelor's
laser-welded tailored blank busi-
ness (TBA) with Noble, creating a
company with an estimated post-
transaction revenue andcore profit
for 2006 of $1.1 billion and $122
millionrespectively. -

The transaction is expected to
close in March 2007, following
satisfactory completion of due
diligence byboth parties.

"Noble will leverage TBA's
strong position in the European
market and offer additional bene-
fits for our global automotive

customers,” said Michel Wurther, a -

member of Arcelor Mittal's man-
agementboard.
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Senior officials of The Trust Bank Ltd pose for photographs with the participants in a Foundation Course organised

India; US to hold talks to
bridge WTO differences

AEP, New Delhi

India and the United States have
agreed to meet in a bid to iron out
differences over achieving a global
trade accord, Indian Commerce
Minister Kamal Math said
Thursday.

The agreement was reached ata
high level New York meeting
between American and Indian
government and privale sector
officials, he said.

Chief executives of conglomer-
ates who atended the ralks also
agreed to devise a mechanism (o
launch a five billion dollar fund to
finance Indian infrastructure
projects with "minimum” govern-
ment participation, Nath said.

The bid to kickstart the so-
called Doha Round of talks among
the World Trade Organisation
{WTO) members was a "major
issue” atthe meeting, he said.

US Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson and Commerce Secretary
Carlos Gutierrez raised the dead-
lacked issue at the talks while US
Trade Representative Susan
Schwabspoke to Nathseparately.

"1 said that we'd be happy to
find ways of converging on our
differences with the United States,"
Nath said.

"India is-happy to engage in a
dialogue and so we plan that some-
time in the third week of November,
we'll have a bilateral meel to move
forward onthis," he said.

The "basic difference” berween
the United States and India is on
agriculture, hesaid.

"They want agriculture market
access for their subsidized prod-
ucts. [tdoesn'twork," he said.

The Doha Round of talks ground

to a halt in July amid bitter differ-
ences, especially over the lack of
concessions on agriculture prod-
ucts which held up negotiations on
industrial goods and services.

The round of multilateral trade
talks began in the Qatari capital
Doha at the end of 2001, with the
goal of reducing subsidies, tariffs
and other barriérs to commerce
and raising living standards in
developing countries.

But the negotiations have con-
sistently been dogged by disputes
between rich and poor nations, as
well as among wealthy players such
as the United States and the
European Union,

The United States and India are
part of the so-called Group of Six,
including Australia, Brazil, the
European Union and Japan, which
failed to settle their trade spats in
themiddle of this year.

India and other developing
countries are demanding deeper
reductions in tariffs on agricultural

imports levied by rich nations, as |
well as bigger cuts in farm subsi- |

dies which allegedly help farmers
in the wealthy world to undercut
their poor competitors.

Rich countries, like the United
States, meanwhile, want key
emerging nations such as Brazil
and India to offer more open mar-
kets for industrial goods and ser-
vices, such as banking and tele-
communications.

The 149-member WTO's chief,
Pascal Lamy, has urged governments
to do all they can within the next six
months to revive the stalled talks,

But Nath said that while com-
pletion of the Doha Round was
important, "the content is very
important.”

PREVENTION OF DPRK EXPOR'I'S THR_U' CHINA
Tokyo asks Beijing to
label exports ’

ANN/ THE DAILY YOMIURI

The Japanese government has
asked Beijing to label its exports
with certificates identifying coun-
try of origin to prevent North Korea
from exporting its products
through China, governmnrent
sources said Thursday.

As Chinese authorities' cooper-
ation Is indispensable for increas-
ing the effectiveness of economic
sanctions against North Korea,
Tokyo has requested that the
Chinese government help track
down North Korean products
suspected of making a detour
through the country to Japan, the
sourcessaid.

The sources said the govern-
ment would notify Chinese cus-
toms officials whenever they have
detected North Korean products

on theirway to Japan via China.

Sixteen North Korean agriculs
tural and fishery products, includ-
ing matsutake mushrooms, clams
and queen crab, are on the govern-
ment's sanction list.

These products are also being
imported from China, but Chinese
products are not required to bear
government-issued certificates
displaying country or are exempted
from having such certificates o
simplify customs procedures.

As such, in the event North
Korean products are imported via

China, the government would be '

unable to determine country of
origin, a problem that would ren-
der the sanctions meaningless if
North Korean clams and other
products labeled as Chinese goods
were exported through China to
Japan.

Oil prices slip below $60

AP, London

Crude oil futures retreated back
under $60 a barrel Friday as raders
took profits for a second day aftera
runup earlierin the week.

Light, sweet crude for
December on the New York
Mercantile Exchange fell 48 cents
to 559.88 a barrel in electronic
trading by middayin Europe. Brent

crude fell 42 cents to $60.35 a barrel
atLondon's [CE Futures exchange.

Norway's state-controlled oil
company Statoil ASA also
announced Friday that the 200,000
barrel per day Snorre A and Vigdis
offshore oil platforms have been
restarted after defective lifeboats
were upgraded to meet Norwegian
safety standards.

Statoil had been forced to shut

down Snorre A and the linked
Vigdis platform on Oct. 13 because
an Industry study found defects in
lifeboats essential to evacuating
crewinacrisis.

Traders said prices could elimb
with winter demand for heating oil
and natural gas expected (o buoy
energy prices In coming months.
Cold weather increases demand for
bothnatural gas and heating oil.

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPL
Teaching Quality Improvement in Sccondary Edu
Dircctorate of Secondary and Higher Edu

Ministry of Education

Invitation of Tenders

E'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

cation Project
cation

Ministry of Education

Ministry/Division ‘ : 3
; Ag«sn::r:r Dircctorate of Secondary & ngh_cr qucallon E §
3 | Procuring Entily Name Teaching Quality Improvement in Secondary Education Project
' (TQI-SEP)
4 | Procuring Entity Code 'J{l;(;
5 | Procuring Enlity District Dhaka T T 1T
6 Invitation for Procurcment of Computer, UPS. Networ gk

Laptop computer and LAN accessories including

7 Invitation Ref No.

TQI-SEP/ADB-GOB/ Procu

rement/100/06/321

8 Dale

17/10/2006

KEY INFORMATION

g9 Procuremeant Method

Open Tendering Method (OTM), a5 per PPR-2003

FUNDING INFORMATION

10

Budget and Source of Funds

Govt of Bangladesh (GOB),

Canadian International Ageney for Development (ClJA)

Asian Development Bank (ADB) &

11 Development Partners ADB & CIDA
(if applicable)
TPARTICULAR INFORMATION :
i 040 i
:g :lr'g::gtl Code Teaching Quality [mprovement in Sccondary Educatian
Projeci(TQI-SEP) [
kage No. GD03/06-07 4
;’4 | ;::g:: g:zk:g: Name "Complirer, UPS. Metwark Laser Printer, Laptop compuler and
LAN accessories. ,l
Date .
16 | Tender Publication Dale 18/10/2006 ¥
17 Tender Last Selling Date 16/11/2006 .
% Time
2
18 | Tender Closing Dale and Time 19/11/2006 2 !P;::
19 Tender Opening Date and Time 19/11/2006 L2
20 Name & Address af the office(s) | Address : : R
i ffice of the Project Director. TQI-SEP. Room No.702, j
R Tl Elo:}:c&olo,\."l" Fliu:r. Bhaban-02, Shikkaha Bhaban, 16. Abdul
Gani Road, Dhaka-1000. :
& Room No. 1723, 17th Fioor, Building No.-6, Ministry of
Education, Bangladesh Secrelarial, :
i Director, TQI-SEP. Room Mo. 702 o
i ffice of the Project Directar, - 3 102,
Tl ¥ ok g go:rc& 203, 1" Flix:r. Bhaban-02, Shikkaha Bhaban, 16, Abul
Giani Road, Dhaka-1000.
& Room No, 1723, 17th Floor, Br:n.'d."ng No.-6, Ministry of
Education, Bangladesh Secralarial,
] Bhaban -02, Shikkaha
- Tander Documant EED. Conference Room, § th Floar, £
iR Bhaban, Ahdul Gani Road, Dhakm!Du‘;]l’.Zl.
Education Enginecring Department (EED).
21 Place / Date / Time of 21P'M
Pre-Tender Meeling Date Time
NA NA NA
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER: 3 .
22 Eligibility of Tenderer * This Invitation of tender is open [or all computer &
relevant equipment suppliers of Bangladesh. :
3 Must have 10 years general experience of supplying
¥ equipments, compulers & accessories. )
# 05 years specific experience ( computer & acccsyorics
supplying ).
- }rr: tenderers must have annual tumover Tk, 5 crore
er annum for last five years,
. F;‘cndr.-rcrs must have cash=flow per month 50.00
lakhs. And others criteria mentioned in TDS.
i : i ting system
n of Goods Lot-1: 300- Brand Computers wilh opera
S R 4 & license(s), LAN Accessories
Lot-2: 300-Brand UPS(s)
Lot-3: 23 -Netwoark Laser Printers, 4
Lot-4: 2- Brand Lap-top Compulers, with operaling
system. _ _ )
* Supply & installation in the Institutions specified
e & networking at the
] ipli F i ters networking
Briel Description of Related | Installation of supplied compu
o Selrvicas ? different institutions: public TTCs, HSTTls, NAEM , BMTT!
e fi f hank draft/pay order
§F 1 (Tk BOTk 1000 (Non-refundahic ) as a form of bank dral _
. GETIECTG H S i from any schedule bank of Bangladesh Bank 1o the Pr_oj:ct
; Director, TQI-SEP, Directorate of Sccondary and Higher
Education . Dhaka = T
i I i Tender Securily ompletiv
ll':JOl Identification of Lot Location b R
3 refundable) ; —
i . I4 Public TTCs, Tk. 4 lakhs six weeks after
26 1 300- Brand Computers : :l T'IFI:. : Jleiipinoiniie
NAEM, | BMTTI
& | PMU
27 2 | 300- Brand UPS -do- le.r.n.non.;- :::
28 3 23 Network Laser Printers Do Tk. 36000/- :
29 4 |02 Brand Lap-top PMU, Dhaka Tk. 9000/- -do-
Caompulers
30 | Name of Official Inviting Tender | Md. Nazrul Islam
31 Designation of Official Inviling Project Dircctor
Tender : : _ T
i ll Teaching Quality Improvement (n Secondary Education Froj
% #:::.Iiﬁs R L Vi tTC}I-SEhPiz.j Room No. 702, 6" Floor, Bhaban -02, Shikkaha
Bhaban, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka-1000. -
i i i Tel. No. 9562228 Fax No. 9504199 c-mail:
a3 ?::{tj&;crt details of Official Inviling | Te SRR
34 The procuring enlily resen/es the right to accept or reject all tenders
13-[0:06
(Md. Nazrul Islam)
Project Director
GD2594 Phone: 9562228




