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Dearth of adequate public
transport facilities have left
around million dwellers in the
Demra-Shyampur region
virtually detached from rest of
the city.

Located in the outskirts of
the city, Demra-Shyampur is a
neglected part on a crossroad
connecting other districts. But
for the million less affluent
inhabitants of Demra and
Shyampur it is not easy to
commute..

With the current transport
management, it would take
hours to reach Demra from any
major point of the city. For the
local residents the situation
gets thornier as most of them
can barely afford other means
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of transport.

"Rickshaw-pullers ask for
outrageous fares even for a
short distance, and CNG auto
rickshaws are beyond our
means," said aresident.

"The rugged streets make
the rides so jerky that walking
is a much convenient alter-
native, but it is cumbersome
during heavy rains," said
another dismayed dweller.

Harun-ur-Rashid, member
secretary of Demra-Shyampur
Pani Bidyut Sangram
Committee told Star City that
the few buses that operate in
the region are barely enough to
meet the demands.

“There aren't many bus
services. Private buses do not
ply these roads and the
number of buses in the area is
not sufficient for the people
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living here,” he said.

“We need more local bus
services. The few buses that
come from Kachpur are
brimming by the time they
reach us,” he added.

According to residents, the
buses available are not
sufficient to meet the demand.
The unreasonable fares drive
away a majority of the local
population from using the bus
services.

"The rather old and worn out
buses and ill- mannered
officials at the ticket counters;
and the outrageous fares they
charge, does no justice to the
terrible services they offer,"
Harun-ur-Rashid further told
Star City.

Route numbers 4,8,12 and
15 operate in the Demra-
Shyampur. Of the eight bus

Neglected and left without
public transport

services operating in the area,
four of them are local and the
rest sitting services. Bangla-
desh Road and Transport
Corporation (BRTC) has a few
double-decker buses opera-
ting in the area, that are always
a better choice because of the
lower fares compared to the
other available services.

"BRTC buses charge less,
but their small numbers are
hardly enough to cope with our
needs," said a local
businessman. "If BRTC could
deploy some more buses the
situation certainly would
improve," he added.

Buses operating in this
region come from Kachpur and
the Chittagong Road and are
crowded by the time they reach
the stops at Demra and
Shyampur, challenging the

patience of the masses of
waiting passengers.

"Transportation is a problem
in the whole city; even the
thousands of buses that are
running around the city can't
cope with the demand," said an
official from the Dhaka Sarak
Poribahan Samity when asked
abouttheissue.

An official of the Bangla-
desh Road and Transport
Authority (BRTA) responsible
for over seeing the issues in
public transport said they do
not have immediate plans to
solve the transport problem in
the Demra-Syampur area. "It
is really a major problem, but
our priorities are elsewhere at
the moment," he said.

Demra and Shyampur are two most neglected localities.

Groundwater depletion likely to cause land
subsidence, water crisis
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Fighting for water: Water scarcity is reaching its peak in the city.

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

The groundwater level in Dhaka
is being depleted at an alarming
rate creating scope for land
subsidence and crisis in water
output.

Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa)
assigned the Institute of Water
Modelling (IWM) to conduct a
two-year long survey on the
overall situation of water in the
city in November 2004.

The Institute has finalised the
report, that shows the ground
water level in the capital is
depleting by two to three metres
a year, and is expected to be
published next month.

The ground water level in the
city, it has been recorded, has
gone down by 29 metres in the
lasttenyears.

Water was available at a
depth of 27 metres from the
surface in 1996, but the depth
varies in different areas and on
an average it is now at 56
metres from the surface.

Although experts sound
alarm on conserving and
preserving the environment of
the capital, ground water
dependency and extraction,
ignoring implications, is
increasing day-by-day.

Wasa taps around 60,225

crore litres of water from the
ground a year using 441 Deep
Tube Wells (DTW), with a daily
average extraction of 160to 170
crore litres.

Wasa extracts water from the
upper aquifers up to 200 metres
from the surface in the city, while
the DTWs of various capacities
have increased considerably
and stands at 1,326 at present.

Experts warned if depletion
of groundwater continues for
the next few years there is likely
to be a big change in soil
structure resulting in land
subsidence, and cited the
example of Bangkok in Thailand
where land subsided about 13
cm because of a drop in the
water table by several tens of
metres in a few decades.
Following this incident Bangkok
decreased the dependency on
groundwater.

"The manner in which ground
water is depleting and if the
pressure on this source of water
is decreased by at least 50
percent right now, Dhaka would
experience land subsidence at
anytime," an expert said.

The IWM report indicates
Dhaka's population growth
would be doubled, reaching 24
million by 2025, complicating
the situation more.

The survey report suggested
alleviation of pressure on the

upper aquifer and the use of
alternative water sources, from
rivers like the Padma, Meghna
and Jamuna.

The experts said that
groundwater base system in
Dhaka would not sustain for long,
with the limited number of water
bodies. Moreover, developers,
real estate companies and city
dwellers building houses in open
spaces the city, and lake and river
encroachment in and around the
city have worsened the situation.

"Groundwater does not get
recharged automatically as
there is no open space to
accumulate rainwater. It
threatens the quantity and
quality of water," said the Nurul
Haque, Wasa's chief engineer.

"Apart from reducing
extraction water from the
ground, we should take steps to
recharge groundwater
artificially sending rainwater
underground," said Haque.

Despite all these warnings
and alarms Wasa has failed to
find a strategy, immediate or
otherwise to use alternative
sources for water and save the
environment.

Groundwater level was
recorded at 28.15 metres from
the surface in 1997, 30.45 in
1998, 31.86 in 1999, 34.18 in
2000, 37.78 in 2001, 41.87 in
2002, 46.24 in 2003 and 50.92

metres in 2004 in the capital.

Hedayetullah Al-Mamun,
Wasa'a acting managing
director said they were also
worried about the matter and
they too, want to lessen the
dependency on the ground
water gradually, but collecting
water from alternatives sources
involves a huge amount of
money.

"After we officially get the
sit with the
concerned offices and officials

report we will

to chalk out a way to get out of
this situation," said Al-Mamun.

"We need to find a quick
solution to supplying city
dwellers with drinking water on
one side and maintain
ecological balance on the
other," he added.

He emphasised on
implementing the second phase
of Sayedabad water treatment
plant that would produce and
supply 22.5 crore litres of water
everyday.
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RT & CULTURAL CENTERS

Alliance Francaise De Dhaka
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka, Tel: 8611557

Fax: 8616462,

Email: infoafd@afdacca.com

Bangla Academy

Dhaka University Area,

Dhaka, Tel: 8619577, 8619583,
Fax: 8612352, Email:
bacademy@citechco.net

Bangladesh Shishu Academy
0ld High Court Road (Opp. Carzon Hall),
Dhaka-1000; Tel: 9550317, 9564128

British Council

5, Fuller Road, Dhaka

Tel: 8618905-7, 8618867-8

Fax: 8613375

Email: britcoun@thebritishcouncil.net

German Cultural Center
House 10, Road 9, Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9126525, 9126526, Fax: 8110712

Indian Cultural Center
H-25, Road-96, Gulshan-2, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 8850141, Fax: 8850142

Nazrul Institute
House 330B, Road 28 (0Old),

Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9114500, Fax: 9118051,
Email: nazrulin@citecho.net

Russian Cultural Centre
House-510, Road-7,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 9118531

Fax: 8113026,

Email: roscult@accesstel.net

Shilpakala Academy
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9561709, 9562801-4

Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
House 275/F, Road 27,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Tel: 8123115

Email: bf@bdonline.com
Cezanne Art Gallery

UAE Moitri Complex,

Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Dhaka

Tel: 8826578, Email:
cezanne@bangla.net

Drik Gallery
House 58, Road 15A(New),

Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 9120125, Fax: 9115044,
Email: office@drik.net

Gallery Chitrak

House-21, Road-4,

Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

Tel: 8620345, Email:chitrak@agni.com

National Art Gallery
Segunbagicha, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9562801-4

Shilpa Rag

House 15, Road 16,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,

Tel: 8117085

Fax: 8117085,

Email: shilparg @vasdigital.com

Shilpangan
House-25, Road-5,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka,
Tel: 8614246

Tivoli Art Gallery
F/33, DCC Super Market (1st Floor)
Gulshan-2 (North), Dhaka, Tel: 9895903

Agrani Bank
9566153-54, 956616069, 9566074-75

Bangladesh Bank
7126101-20, Fax: 9566212

BRAC Bank Ltd
8824051-4, Fax: 8813543

Citibank NA
9550060, Fax: 9562236

Dutch Bangla Bank Ltd
9568537-39
Fax: 9561889

Eastern Bank Ltd
9558390-1, Fax: 9562364

First Security Bank Limited
9562878, PABX: 9560229,
Fax: 9561637

Grameen Bank
8011138, Fax: 8013559

Habib Bank Ltd

9555092, 9563043-5, Fax: 9561784

Islami Bank (Bangladesh) Ltd
95542402, 9563040, 9560099, Fax:
9564532

IFIC Bank Ltd
9563020, 9562060, Fax: 9562015

Jamuna Bank Ltd
9555141, 9570912-16,
Fax: 9565762

Janata Bank
9560000, 9560027-30, Fax: 9564644

Mercantile Bank Limited
9559333, 9560329
Fax: 9561213

National Bank Ltd
9563081-5, Fax: 9563953

NCC Bank
9561902-4
Fax: 9566290

Premier Bank Ltd

8015276, 8811417

Prime Bank Ltd
9567265, 9556282
Fax: 9567230

Shahjalal Bank Ltd
9570812, 9567435, Fax: 9557413

South East Bank
9550081, 9551411, Fax: 9550093

Standard Chartered Bank Ltd
9550181, Fax: 9562332

Sonali Bank
9550426-34
Fax: 9561410

The City Bank Limited
9565925, Fax: 9562347

The Trust Bank Ltd
9871095, 9871074, 9888068, Fax:
4071094

Uttara Bank Ltd
9561438, 9551162-3,
Fax: 8613529

United Commercial Bank Ltd
9561580, Fax: 88-02-9560587

MARKET CLOSED

Gulshan 1, 2 markets-Friday
Elephant Road-Friday

Bishal Center-Friday

Baitual Mukarram Market-Friday
Polwell Market-Friday

BCS Computer City-Friday

Isha Khan Shopping Complex-Friday.
Rajlaxmi Complex-Friday
Stadium Market-Friday
Bangabazar Market-Friday
National Museum-Thursday
Ahsan Manzil--Thursday.

New Market-Tuesday

Gausia Market-Tuesday
Mouchak Market-Sunday
Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-
Tuesdeay

Dhanmondi Hawkers Market-Tuesday
Eastern Plaza-Sunday
Farmview Super Market-Sunday
Muktijuddha Jadughar-Sunday
Dhaka Zoo-Sunday

Shishu Jadughar-Sunday
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