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Cesc signs 
long
Gunners deal
 REUTERS, London

Spain's teenage midfielder Cesc 
Fabregas has signed a new eight-
year contract at Arsenal, the 
Premier League club announced on 
Thursday. 

The 19-year-old, who played at 
the World Cup, put pen to paper on 
an extension last summer that was 
agreed when he negotiated his 
initial contract with the north London 
club. 

However, he was expected to 
sign a new longer-term deal after 
emerging as one of Europe's most 
promising players since joining the 
Premier  League c lub  f rom 
Barcelona three years ago. 

Fabregas became Arsenal's 
youngest player and scorer in his 
first season and is setting his sights 
on major honours after committing 
his future to the north London club. 

"I am so happy here and I am 
delighted to have signed this new 
contract that will keep me at the club 
for years to come," he was quoted 
as saying on Arsenal's official Web 
site. 

"I wanted to pay back the club, 
especially (manager) Arsene 
Wenger for the support and faith he 
has shown in me. 

"What is important now is for the 
team to realise its potential and win 
trophies. That is our main aim, that 
is my aim as well." 

Fabregas joined from Barca's 
youth ranks in July 2003. Real 
Madrid expressed interest in taking 
the midfielder back to Spain in the 
close season but he made it clear he 
was happy in London. 

Hunt cleared 
over Cech 
challenge
 AFP, London 

Reading midfielder Stephen Hunt 
will not face any disciplinary action 
over the challenge which left 
Chelsea goalkeeper Petr Cech with 
a fractured skull, the Football 
Association has confirmed.

Chelsea boss Jose Mourinho 
had accused Hunt of deliberately 
trying to hurt the Czech goalkeeper, 
who is facing a lay-off of up to a year 
as he recovers from cranial surgery.

But the FA ruled Thursday that it 
would be impossible to prove that 
Hunt had acted with malicious 
intent. A similar judgement was 
made about Ibrahima Sonko's 
challenge on Chelsea's substitute 
keeper Carlo Cudicini, who was 
knocked unconscious later in the 
same game.

In a statement, the governing 
body said: "The FA has reviewed the 
incidents involv ing Stephen 
Hunt/Petr Cech and Ibrahima 
Sonko/Carlo Cudicini and has 
contacted referee Mike Riley, who 
confirmed that the match officials 
saw both incidents at the time. 
There will therefore be no further 
action."

Chelsea are still planning to write 
to the FA outlining their dissatisfac-
tion with the referee's handling of 
the Hunt challenge and the speed of 
treatment received by the Czech 
goalkeeper at the Madejski 
Stadium.

AFP, Bordeaux

Peter  Crouch 
sealed victory for 
Liverpool with a 
s e c o n d - h a l f  
h e a d e r  t h a t  
clinched a 1-0 
C h a m p i o n s  

League Group C win against 
Bordeaux. 

England striker Crouch capped a 
solid, if unspectacular, performance 
by the English team with a 58th 
minute header from Craig Bellamy's 
corner. 

And despite being forced to 
weather some periods of pressure 
from the home side, Liverpool 
always appeared comfortable at the 
Chaban-Delmas stadium. 

Liverpool manager Rafael 
Benitez was delighted that his side 
had won their first match away from 
home this season.

"Two things were very important 
for us: to win away and to keep a 
clean sheet, and in terms of confi-
dence that will be a very very good 
thing," said the Spaniard.

"It was important for senior 
players like Sami Hyypia or Jamie 
Carragher to come up with a key 
performance. Now we only need 
two wins at home, but you never 
know, its football."

Benitez, with captain Steven 
Gerrard already ruled out with a 
hamstring injury, opted against 
risking fellow midfielder Momo 
Sissoko's ankle problem from the 
start of the game. 

Benitez began with the attacking 
flair of Luis Garcia and Mark 
Gonzalez on the flanks with Dutch 
international Bolo Zenden along-
side Xabi Alonso at the heart of 
midfield. 

It was certainly an adventurous 
selection, but Bordeaux have done 
little to suggest that they are one of 
the more potent attacking units in 
the Champions League and 
Liverpool always appeared in 
control in the first-half, despite the 
odd scare in their own goalmouth. 

Had Bordeaux playmaker Johan 
Micoud been able to take advantage 
of a clear chance to open the scoring 
on 25 minutes, it may have been a 

different story for the home side. 
The former France international 

should have scored when, after 
outjumping Jamie Carragher in the 
six yard box, he failed to connect 
with Wendel's floated free-kick into 
the penalty area. 

Even the slightest of touches 
from Micoud would have diverted 
the ball past Pepe Reina in the 
Liverpool goal, but instead, the 2005 
Champions League winners sur-
vived and went on to waste their 
own clear-cut chances to break the 
deadlock before the interval. 

England striker Peter Crouch did 
brilliantly to spring the offside trap 
on 36 minutes and latch on to Craig 
Bellamy's cross at the far post. 
Crouch was unmarked six yards 
out, but he lacked composure and 
could only direct his volley wide of 
the far post. Having failed to score 
away from home in the Champions 
League for 12 months, it was a case 
of the same old story for Liverpool, 
but Crouch went close to ending the 
club's goal drought when he broke 
free again five minutes before half-
time. 

Crouch did well to control the ball 

and his effort on goal looked set to 

hit the target until it was diverted into 

the sidenetting by Franck Jurietti. 

Bordeaux attempted to turn up 

the pressure on Liverpool early in 

the second-half, though, and 

Brazilian midfielder Fernando 

Menegazzo tested Reina with a 25-

yard effort second after the re-start. 

The home side could not break 

through, however, and Liverpool 

took the lead against the run of play 

on 58 minutes when Crouch headed 

his third Champions League goal in 

two games from Bellamy's corner. 

Garcia had created the opportu-

nity when he forced a fine save from 

Rame's after cutting in from the 

right-flank before unleashing a 

fierce left-foot strike. 

And Crouch made it pay off when 

he rose above the static Bordeaux 

defenders to head home from close 

range and all but extinguish the 

home side's hopes of a place in the 

knock-out stages.

Crouch leaps high again 

Bremen keep 
pace
 AFP, Bremen

German league leaders Werder 
Bremen kept alive their hopes of 
qualifying for the knockout stage of 
the Champions League at the 
expense of holders Barcelona with a 
2-0 Group A win over Levski Sofia.

Brazilian defender Naldo scored 
his first ever Champions League goal 
on the chime of half-time to put 
Bremen ahead and Brazilian 
playmaker Diego clinched the points 
with a 74th minute effort.

It was a first group win for Bremen 
who now move level on four points 
with Barcelona who lost 1-0 to 
Chelsea on Wednesday.

Bremen had crushed VfL Bochum 
6-0 over the weekend but found 
Sofia, the first Bulgarian side to 
qualify for the Champions League, a 
tougher nut to crack.

Without midfield duo Tim 
Borowski and Frank Baumann 
through injury, Bremen lacked drive 
from midfield and German interna-
tional defender Christian Schulz had 
their first chance with his 24th minute 
effort whistling wide of the right hand 
post. 

Sofia, who had lost their first two 
matches against Barcelona and 
Chelsea, looked set to make it to the 
half-time break at 0-0 but paid the 
price for a terrible defensive wall. 

Naldo drilled a 25 yard free-kick 
straight through the collapsing wall 
and the unsighted Sofia goalkeeper 
had no chance with the ball going in 
off the inside of the post.

Croatian international striker Ivan 
Klasnic replaced Cameroon 
defender Pierre Wome in the second 
half as manager Thomas Schaaf 
showed he was not willing to sit on 
the one goal cushion.

Brazilian playmaker Diego, a 
summer signing from FC Porto, 
eased their nerves with a second on 
74 minutes and Bremen took the 
spoils.

REUTERS, London

Jose Mourinho 
praised his third-
string goalkeeper 
H i l a r i o  o n  
Wednesday after 
the Portuguese 
debutant kept a 

clean sheet against European 
champions Barcelona. 

"Hilario showed security from 
the first moment," Mourinho said 
of his compatriot captured on a 
free transfer from Nacional last 
June. "The team gave him confi-
dence and he showed confidence 
in the team and he played a very 
comfortable game. 

The lofty keeper, little known 
until he was drafted in after both 
senior Chelsea keepers suffered 
head injuries in the Premier 
League against Reading last 
Saturday, kept out world player of 
the year Ronaldinho and his 
illustrious team mates, allowing a 
goal from Didier Drogba at the 
other end to earn Chelsea three 
points. 

Czech Republic keeper Petr 
Cech is likely to be sidelined for 
several months after an operation 
on a fractured skull. Carlo 
Cudicini should be fit next week 
after also being knocked out and 
taken to hospital during the 
Reading game. 

Mourinho said he had been 

inundated with calls from agents 
offering him goalkeepers but said 
recently-retired France keeper 
Fabien Barthez, suggested in the 
media as a possible replacement, 
would not be coming to Chelsea. 

"What I know is Hilario and 
Carlo are very good keepers. 
What we will try to do is get a third 
goalkeeper and Fabien Barthez is 
not a third goalkeeper. He is a 
high profile goalkeeper." 

Mourinho, keeping the mood 
downbeat after the injuries and 
the death in a road accident on 
Tuesday of a young member of 
the Chelsea administrative staff, 
said the team had played very 
well and deserved the win. 

"The week was difficult, the 
game was difficult but every indi-
vidual played well and as a team 
we played well," he said. 

The win put Chelsea five points 
clear at the top of Champions 
League Group A and with a foot in 
the knockout stage. 

Mourinho said that with the 
victory Chelsea had changed their 
aim from merely qualifying from 
the group to winning it. 

Of course we have two games 
away and one at home so it will be 
difficult but we have five points 
advantage," he said. 

Chelsea go to the Nou Camp in 
the return game on Oct. 31 and 
meet Werder Bremen in Germany 
before hosting Levski Sofia in the 
last game in December. 

Jose lauds 
Hilario 

REUTERS, Athens

Midfielder Simone 
Perrotta's first 
g o a l  i n  t h e  
C h a m p i o n s  
L e a g u e  w a s  
enough to give AS 
Roma a scrappy 

but valuable 1-0 win at Olympiakos 
Piraeus on Wednesday. 

Victory at the Karaiskakis Stadium 
left second-placed Roma with six 
points in Group D and a five-point 
cushion over Olympiakos and 
Shakhtar Donetsk. Valencia top the 
group on nine points after beating the 
Ukrainians 2-0 on Wednesday. 

Olympiakos had plenty of posses-
sion but were made to rue missed 
chances with Michalis Konstantinou 
going close twice. 

Roma, who were wearing black 
armbands to commemorate the 

metro crash in Rome on Tuesday, 
stole the points when Italy's Perrotta 
slid in at the near post in the 76th 
minute to turn in a cross from second 
half substitute Aleandro Rosi. 

Olympiakos had dominated the 
first half but could not make it count. 

C y p r u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Konstantinou thought he had put 
them ahead after 28 minutes but his 
header was ruled out because team 
mate Giorgios Anatolakis had simul-
taneously barged Roma goalkeeper 
Doni into the back of the net. 

Tw e l v e  m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  
Konstantinou rose above the Roma 
defence to meet a Rivaldo free-kick 
but his header hit the bar and went 
over. 

Uruguayan Nery Alberto Castillo, 
who has been linked with Chelsea 
and Manchester United in recent 
weeks, also created a good chance 
for himself when he drifted inside 

two defenders and shot from the 

edge of the area. Doni dived to his 

right to make a good save. 

Roma, playing very deep and 

seemingly looking for a draw, came 

more into the game in the second half 

with Francesco Totti firing over and 

Cristian Chivu producing a good save 

from Antonis Nikopolidis in the the 

Olympiakos goal. 

Totti opened up the Olympiakos 

defence with a telling pass that freed 

Rosi down the right to set up 

Perrotta's goal. 

He could have finished things 

off himself in injury time when he 

latched on to a poor back pass from 

Grigoris Georgatos but pushed his 

shot wide. 

Perrotta keeps Roma rolling

REUTERS,Milan

Argentine Julio 
R icardo  Cruz  
struck twice in the 
first 10 minutes 
for Inter Milan as 
t h e y  b e a t  
Russia's Spartak 

Moscow 2-1 in Champions League 
Group B on Wednesday to pick up 
their first points of the campaign. 

Cruz was selected ahead of 
Brazilian Adriano and Inter coach 
Roberto Mancini's decision paid off 
handsomely as the forward put his 
side ahead with a first-time strike in 
the second minute and then added a 
second with a header seven min-
utes later. 

Spartak pulled a goal back in the 
54th minute through Roman 
Pavlyuchenko and went close to a 
late equaliser but Inter's Brazilian 
keeper Julio Cesar did well to keep 
out a shot from the impressive 
Boyarintsev. That ensured victory 
after the Italian champions had lost 
their opening two games to Sporting 
Lisbon and Bayern Munich. 

"I think we played very well in first 
half, we just lacked the third goal to 
finish the game off," said Mancini. 

"In the second half unfortunately 
some players faded, particularly 
those coming back from injury, and 
we struggled a bit and let them back 
into the game," he added. 

Mancini's decision to start with 
Cruz paid instant dividends when he 
fired home a first time drive after the 
Spartak defence had failed to clear 
a whipped in free-kick from strike 
partner Alvaro Recoba. 

Inter Cruz past Spartak 

PHOTO: AFP

The Liverpool squad engage in a team hug after Peter Crouch gave them the lead in their Champions League encounter against Bordeaux at the Chaban-
Delmas Stadium on Wednesday. 

PHOTO: INTERNET

Inter Milan forwards Alvaro Recoba (L) and Julio Ricardo Cruz (R) pump their fists in celebration after the latter 
scored in their Champions League clash against Spartak Moscow at the San Siro on Wednesday.

PHOTO: AFP

Roma midfielder Simone Perrotta (L) celebrates with fellow midfielder Alesandro Rosi (R) after scoring in their 
Champions League clash against Olympiakos in Athens on Wednesday.

Cruz was on target again seven 
minutes later, again helped by 
Recoba who chipped a smart cross 
over the out-of-position Spartak 
keeper Wojciech Kowalewski for the 
Argentine to head in firmly at the 
back post. 

After such a perfect start Inter 
were buzzing with confidence and 
Serbian Dejan Stankovic went close 
to a third in the 19th minute with a 

fiercely-struck low drive from 25 
metres that zipped past the post. 

The Russians were struggling to 
get a grip in midfield but they could 
have pulled one back in the 21st 
minute when Boyarintsev was 
allowed to break free on goal but 
floated his shot harmlessly over the 
bar. 

Recoba brought a good save out 
of Kowalewski before Julio Cesar 

was finally brought into action in the 
38th minute. 

Inter's Luis Figo clipped the bar 
with a shot from the edge of the area 
early in the second half but the 
visitors re-opened the contest 
moments later when, after good 
work from half-time substitute 
Q u i n c y  O w u s u - A b e y i e ,  
Pavlyuchenko slotted home a low 
cross from Denis Boyarintsev. 

Mancini responded by taking 

off Recoba for Argentine defender 

Nicolas Burdisso, pushing captain 

Javier Zanetti forward into a 

midfield role although he shortly 

reverted to two strikers by intro-

ducing Adriano for Figo. 

The game became increas-

ingly scrappy although Stankovic 

had an effort disallowed and Cruz 

went close to a hat-trick, forcing 

Kowalewski into a save with a low 

drive in the 82nd minute before 

Inter's late scare. 

With a minute of normal time 

remaining Owusu-Abeyie burst 

down the left flank, outpacing Ivan 

Cordoba and slipping the ball into 

the path of Boyarintsev, whose 

side-foot shot forced Julio Cesar 

into a diving save -- much to the 

relief of the San Siro crowd. 

S p a r t a k  c o a c h  V l a d i m i r  

Fedotov rued his team's lack of 

concentration in the opening 

stages. 

"I told them to be very careful in 

the first few minutes because 

Inter are always aggressive and 

dangerous early on. That was 

shown straight away when we 

gave the ball away twice and they 

punished us both times," he said.. 

"It was much more balanced 

after the break, we got a goal and we 

could even have got a draw." 
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