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Exhibition

Saying i

Theatre

Title: Khandani

Troupe: 3rd batch, Nagorik
Natyangon Institute of Drama
Venue: Experimental Theatre,

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
Date & Time: October 6, at 6:30 pm

Jean-Claude
Carriére
Retrospective
Organisers: Zahir Raihan Film

Society & The Alliance Frangaise of
Dhaka

October 5

6:00pm  The Unbearable
Lightness of Being

Venue: Alliance Frangaise de Dacca,
26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Painting
Exhibition

Title: The Story of modern myth
Artist: Roknuzzaman Murshed

Venue: Alliance Frangaise de Dacca,
26 Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi

Date: September 28-October 7
Time: 9:00 am to 12:00 pm and 5:00
pm to 9 pm

Chit chat with a

child artiste

"l never want to grow up”

chimney and the candle are sym-
bolic. Myth--16 depicts an apple and
avase and is painted with shades of
orange and red. When the artist was
doing this painting, he was in a state
of equilibrium and so the use of
bright, scintillating colours. The
forms are shown in fragments that
have been pieced together as a
whole. Myth 5 has a piece of pottery
with light being thrown from the
back. The light stands for help and
the pottery represents man. This is
donein brown, blue and green.
Myth-4 depicts a face that is
positively frightening. In actuality
the person bearing the face has
seen something that is quite scary.
This is in shades of burnt sienna,
yellow ochre and white. Dust

colour and gum coats the surface
on which the paint has been
applied. Another depiction entitled

cent and attractive representing a
woman of his choice. Myth-10 has
a skull with faces which is a part of
a bedroom scene where draping of
the bed are hung with bones. This
represents the mandaps for puja
and mazars which the artists
believes to be shallow and devoid
of intrinsic values.

Rokunuzzaman has done his
masters in Fine Arts from Univer-
sity of Alternate Development
(UDA). His teachers have been
Shajahan Ahmed Bikash, Syed
Azizur Rahman and Nisar Hussain.
He came to Dhaka from Rajshabhi
with the hope of learning more from
the frequent exhibitions held in the
metropolis. He has participated in
several group exhibitions.

Works (top and bottom) by Rokunuzzaman Murshed

FAYZA HAQ

OKUNUZZAMAN Murshed

feels that present life is like

amyth -- thatitis something
that cannot be discarded or
accepted totally, that it is full of
mystery and cannot be compre-
hended fully. Some of his images
hark back to the ancient caves
where one found forms parallel to
modern creations. His mixed media
paintings can be seen at La Galerie
atAlliance Francaise.

Story of Modern Myth 12, done in
2004, brings in world leaders, Bush
and Blair. They are presented as a
horse and a bull. They appear quite
attractive though they have beastly
natures. "These two men carry

themselves in a sophisticated
manner and earn an attractive
representation though at heart they
are cruel and selfish," says the
artist. One of the animals has its
tongue protruding and eyes staring
in a strange manner. The bull at the
back is equally bewildering.
Myth --14 has the depiction of a
queen with a skull for a head and a
single large eye. It has floral motifs
at the back for decoration. It is oil on
canvas with a touch of pastel. The
face is in mysterious blue and white,
setin abackground of brown.
Another picture in the series
deals with the trouble with electricity
in Chapainawabganj. A figure is
shown dancing under a lamp while
two are attacking a giant candle.
The three figures with the lamp, the

Myth brings a glowing calf

inno-

MAHMUDA AFROZ

A cherubic baby girl came into the lives of actors Doel
and Shubroto on October 26, 2001. She lit up their world
with joy and happiness. Little did they know that in just
four years this baby girl would be a child star in her own
right. She is like any other four-year-old except that she
has six movies to boast of along with seven very popular
TV commercials under her tiny belt. Deeghi -- a sweet
doe eyed child with a cascade of waist length hair, has
definitely had the Bangladeshi audience go gaga over
her.

Says Deeghi's mother Doel, “ We never thought of
putting our child into showbiz. But when the Pepsodent
commercial came along, seeing the script we couldn't
refuse." Chips in Deeghiin a shy voice, “| was so scared
to sitin the dentist's seat for the Pepsodent ad. | thought
they would pull all my teeth out.” After that Grameen
Phone signed her for one of their commercials in which
model Faisal acted as Deeghi's father. While Doel starts
sharing the story behind that fiasco, Deeghi speaks up
once again, “l didn't want to call Faisal uncle baba. |
thought that if | called him baba then my real father
would change. | cried alot.”

After her first two commercials Deeghi is now quite
comfortable in front of the camera. Her maturity belies
her age. She has successfully modeled for Danish
guava juice, Navana apartments, Elite Ranga Mehendi,
and Elite drink. She has also been the model for the
channel 1 theme song.

This multi-talented tiny tot soon signed her first movie
Kabuliwala, based on Ranidranath Tagore's familiar
short story. Her parents were also a part of the cast.
Explains Doel,“l am very selective about the roles | allow
my daughter to play. | make sure that it is appropriate for
her to act and that the movie doesn't have any indecent
scenes.”

Besides Kabuliwala, Deeghi has also acted in
Daadima, Chachchu, Chachchu 2 (a sequel to Chachu),
Kopal and Deeghi amar Deeghi.

Though Deeghi has a very busy schedule, like any
four-year-old she loves watching cartoons and playing
with her pots and pans. Her favourite cartoon is Tom and
Jerry. “| love Jerry because he is so naughty and cute. |
love playing cooking with my friends Shejuti and Jaka.”

Deeghi is very fond of her mom's cooking, especially
her chicken curry and Maggi noodles with a lot of egg in
it. In her own words, “ Though | love Ammu's cooking,

-- Deeghi

Deeghi

what else she loves, the child artiste says,” | love my
Pintu Chachu whom | call Bapu. | love going to Wonder-
land and to my grandparent's house. | absolutely love
talking to my friends over the phone. | never want to
grow up because everyone loves me so much now.”

As for her future plans, her mother asserts, “ As long
as she is a child, acting is fine. But once she grows up
she has to complete her graduation. After that she is free
to decide what she wants to do.”

In the past nine months Deeghi has received more
than 10 awards. She has won awards from the Phullkoli
Shongothon, Shako Telefiim, CJFB, Trab, Bangladesh
Cultural Reporters' Unity and Bichitro Shongbad to
mention but a few.

when | go out | like having Chinese food.” Responding to

Junoon: Blending Sufism with rock music

The genesis of Pakistani band 'Junoon' (obsession or
passion in Urdu) is interesting. Apparently the name
came to lead guitarist and vocalist Salman Ahmad in a
dream when he 'saw' one of his teachers shaking him
and saying, "Tumhey mousiqui junoon hail" (meaning
"You have an obsession for music!").

Currently comprising, Ahmad and Ali Azmat (lead and
vocalist), enthusiastic audiences eagerly await every
new release. Both members have released their debut
solo album in the market. According to Azmat and his
team, they are back in the studio for his second solo
album, which will be launched in 2007. Ahmad on the
other hand claims that Junoon will release their eighth
studio album in the year 2007.

The popular band was formed in 1990 by Ahmad and
included Azmat on vocals and Nusrat Hussain on key-
boards. The group was later complemented by Brian
O'Conell (bass guiter), while band manager Shehryar
Ahmad provided the backing.

Though the band's first album, the self-titled Junoon,
failed to create a stir in the Pakistani music industry,
their second album Talaash began creating a cult fol-
lowing for Junoon. However, it was only after their 1995
release of their third album, Inquilaab (Revolution) that
Junoon's popularity reached a zenith.

According to Ahmad: "Our music blends rock with
Sufi (a mystical strain of Islam) sentiments. The poetry
and songs of Bulle Shah and Baba Farid, both
renowned Sufi saints, have attracted me. | have also
been inspired by other Sufi masters who believed that it
is only through love that one comes closer to each other
and God." Junoon's tunes blend rock guitars, bluesy
vocals with eastern inputs such as tablas, raga-inspired
melodies, traditional Paksitani folk music and Sufi
poetry.

Alandmark is Junoon's career is the immensely popu-
lar hit single Sayonee (1998), a part of their successful

Ali Azmat (L) and Salman Ahmad at a concert

fourth studio album Azadi (Freedom). A year later
Junoon released their fifth studio album, named
Parvaaz (The Flight), based largely on the poetry of
Baba Bulleh Shah. The album was recorded and mixed
at Abbey Road Studios in London and hailed by the
critics as the group's best work to date. Another laurel
was the award of Best International Group at the Chan-
nel [V] Music Awards in New Delhi in November 1999
where Sting, Def Leppard and Prodigy performed along
with Junoon.

Among other achievements of the group: a UNESCO
invitation to perform at the Millennium Peace Concert in
1999 in Paris; the release of Ishq (2001) and Deewar
(2003); the appointment of Ahmad as Goodwill Ambas-
sador by the United Nations. Likewise, following the
9/11 attacks, Junoon helped to organise a concert at the
General Assembly on UN Day with Junoon and an
Indian group performing at the Assembly Hall, a first of
its kind. They also released what they called their first
English language single, No more -- a tribute to 9/11
victims.

The last few years have been productive for Junoon. In
2003 their song Garaj Baras was selected as part of the
soundtrack for the Pooja Bhatt film Paap, which topped
the charts in 2004. Pappu yaar tang na kar, a single by
the band, again leapfrogged to the no 1 spot in Pakistan.

In 2005, bass guitarist of the band Brian O'Connell
returned to his native New York. Pakistani musician
Mekal Hazzan and the band's producer John Alec have
been playing bass guitar for live shows in his place. A
reunion took place in Dubai, UAE in March 2006.

Junoon is still that same sensational entity that it was
when it released Inquilab and Aazadi. Fans await great
music and lots of it in their next album.

Compiled by Cultural Correspondent
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TV GUIDE

Movie Watch

"The Last King of Scotland": Idi Amin in

focus

Ugandandictator IdiAmin, whoterrorised
his country inthe 1970s and died in Saudi
Arabian exile in 2003, granted himself
many outlandish titles during his heinous
eight-year reign, among them 'President
for Life', and 'Lord of All the Beasts of the
EarthandFishes ofthe Sea'.

Mercurial and paranoid, he presided over
the torture and murder of hundreds of
thousands of people, even while his
charisma and flamboyant eccentricities
continued to charm the intemational
press.

Adapted from the acclaimed 1998
novel of the same name by Giles
Foden, The Last King of Scotland takes
its title from another of Amin's idiosyn-
crasies: The African despot had a
fondness for all things Scot. Talented
actor Forest Whitaker playing Amin,
conveys serious menace along with
mania, evenwhen he is dressed in akilt.
Whitaker barrels through the story with
great control masquerading as reck-
lessness.

Yet Amin is just half the story -- and
Whitaker, given such rich source
material, carries the easier half. The
movie views Amin through the eyes of
his personal physician, in a highly
novelistic interpretation of reality. (Amin
did have a Scottish doctor, butthis oneis
a fabrication.) Recent med school grad

Nicholas Garrigan (James McAvoy)
arrives in Uganda on a whim, partly to
do good and partly to party. Garrigan is
intrigued by Amin, and blind to his
luxury-loving employer’s evil far longer
than he should be.

Eventually, though — and in an
escalation of stakes that tips the movie
into the realm of overheated thriller -the
truth becomes a threat to his life. The
conclusion suggests, quite question-
ably, that only through the testimony of
white men like the doctor could Ugan-

dans influence world awareness of
Aminasamass murderer.

The balance of star power would
appear to be off-kiter — McAvoy so
slight and Orlando Bloomish in a fic-
tional role against Whitaker, who is so
substantial in an all-stops-out bio-
graphical re-creation. But that dispar-
ity turns out to be the point on which
the picture pivots.

Source: Internet

Forest Whitaker (C) in a scene from the film
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