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OflizTASLBQANécr siphoned off
by a few shareholders

Reveals BB report; same group using political

clout to take over bank again

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

A few politically. powerful share-
holders, their friends and top
management of the Orental Bank
have defrauded the bank of Tk 596
crore through blatantly corrupt
methods, sald an interim investi-
gation report of the Bangladesh
Bank (BB).

The same group of corrupt
people is now lobbying with the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) to
take over the Ordental Bank by
unduly influencing the central
bank, sources said.

The BB took over Oriental Bank
in June in the wake of itstotal finan-
cialcollapse,

The BB interim report submit-

ted to the finance ministry last
week said the corrupt section of
shareholders have obrained Tk 488
crore from five branches of the
Oricntal Bank by simply issuing
vouchers.

Finance ministry sources said
records ofthese branches--Karwan
Bazar, Mirpur, Nababpur, Principal
Office and Bangshal--showed that
the sum was sent to the bank's
head office under two "adjustable
blockaccounts”,

About 60 per cent of the sum
was taken from the Bangshal
branch,

The group also obtained
another Tk 108 crore against 26
different accounts held by unsus-
pectingaccountholders, The inves-

tigation team found out that these
accountholders did not have any
clue that their names and accounts
were being used for draining out
such money.

"High credit limits were set
against each of these
accountholders without their
knowledge and the corrupt group
took the money against these
accounts,” said an Orental Bank
official.

The entire sum of Tk 596 crore
was drawn between 2003 and 2008,
mostly during 2005-2006 until the
central bank took over Dnema.l
Bank.

"Such corrupt practices by the
owners and management of abank
is unheard of in the country's

banking history," a fimance minis-
try official said.

The BB investigation team
probed into 22 of the total 33
branches of Oriental Bank. Tt will
continue to probe inta the books
and ledgers of the remaining
branches, sources said.

Oriental Bank sources told The
Daily Star that ousted managing
director Kais Sami and top officials
helped the shareholders drain out
money by giving verbal orders and
instructions to various branch
MAnagers.

"The practice here resembles
small shops where the owner asks
the cashiers and shopkeepers to
givemoney atwill orby just givinga
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Babar regrets
police beating
of shooters

STAR REPORT

State Minister for Home Al
Lutfozzaman Babar yesterday
regretted Monday's police atroci-
ties on shooters and employees of
Nutional Shooting Federation
complex while physicians said
Commonwealth Games gold-
medailist Asif Hossain is likely to
miss the Asian Games In
Decembeor 4
Meanwhile, National Shooting
Federation yesterday rejected the
police statement ahout the inci-
dent and demanded a judicial
inquiry, The members and employ-
ees of National Shooting
Federation wore black badges
yesterday profesting against
Monday's policeatrocities.
Three of the five arrestees, who
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Shooter Asif lies in a hospital bed in the capital yesterday, a day afler he was beaten up by police, while his mother
consoles himas he will miss the Aslan Games in December.

Ukil Abdus Sattar
made new
power minister
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day assigned the Power Division to
Ukil Abdus Sattar Bhuiyan -- who is
also the State Minister for Land.

The decision came four days
aftertheremoval of his predecessor
from the hotseat,

"He will concurrently perform
the responsibilities of stale minis-
ter forLand Ministry and the Power
Division," said an official
announcement.

Earlier, State Minister for Power
Anwarul Kabir Talukder was "re-
lived of his responsibilities” amid
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Speaker's new sense of time

Thinks Aug 21 grenade attacks an old issue
to discuss but Rakkhi Bahini not

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speaker of Parliament Jamiruddin
Sircar yesterday did not allow
opposition lawmakers to speak in
the House about the August 21
grenade attack on an Awami
League (AL} rally and the killing of
former finance minister Shah ASM
Kibrig terming the issues old,

But he did not term the topics
regarding formations of Rakkhi
Bahini and Baksal during the first
Al regime just after the independ-
ence as old when ruling BNP Jaw-
makers spoke on the issues blast-

ingAL.

Irked by the speaker's action of
switching nff the microphone of an
AL lawmaker while he was still
speaking, AL deputies walked out
of the House for a brief period and
later accused the speaker of being
biased toruling BNP in running the
parliament.

"The speaker has proved him-
self to be very much loyal to ruling
BNP by destroying the norms and
conventions of parliamentary
democracy,” Al lawmaker Shelkh
Fazlul Karim Selim said in a news
bricfingafterthe walkout.

Selim, who was interrupted by
the speaker while he wis speaking
about the government's indiffer-
ence (0 punishing the police per-
sonnel who were involved in an
attack on the residents of
Shamsunnahar Hall, a women's
dormitory in Dhaka Umvcrsny, in
July 2002,

Taking the floor on a point of
order, the AL lawmaker also
demanded formation of a judicial
probe body 1o investigate
Monday's police atrocities on
someshooters including Common

SEE PAGE 15COL 4

Butenis' tea
turns cold

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

US Ambassador Patricia A Butenis
finally cancelled her scheduled
plan to have tea in her residence
with Awami League General
Secretary Abdul Jalil and BNP

- Secretary General Mannan

Bhuiyan yesterday.

The cancellation came just a few
hours after Mannan Bulyan's news
briefing where he said he would not
join the other two for having a dia-
logue onelectoral reforms over tea.

Meanwhile, senior BNP and
Jarmnaat leaders did not attend an
iftar party hosted by Butenis in her
home vesterday while senior lead-
ers of Awami League [AL) attended
the party.

SEEPAGE15COL7Y

Terrorists to take
chance if talks
do not go well

Saysvisiting UK minister
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Reiterating his optimism about the
dialogue between the ruling and
opposition parties over the reforms
issue, Chief Secretary to the UK
Treasury Stephen Timms yesterday
said a consensus should be
reached for strengthenifig democ-
racy In Bangladesh.

“If the dialogue does not go well,
the terrorists would take the oppor-
tunity," he added speaking at a press
briefing at the residence of British
high commissioner in Dhaka. The
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Talks at Sangsad Bhaban
by tomorrow

Bhuiyan to call Jalil today to set time

STArF CORRESPONDENT

Clouds over the much-awaited
dialogue on electoral reforms
between ruling BNP and opposi-
tion Awami League (AL) seem to
have disappeared as both the
parties yesterday decided 10 use
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban as the
venue for the talks.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil
asked BNP Secretary General
Ahdul Mannan Bhuiyan over tele-
phone at B:30pm yesterday to set
the Sangsad Bhaban as the venue
for the talks and Bhuiyan agreed to
the proposal.,

jalil told reporters at his
Gulshan residence last night that

Bhuivan will call him today
(Wednesday) and fix the time for
thetalks,

"v!ammn Bhulyan told me that

the talks might start tomorrow
[Wednesday] evening after closing
of the House ormaybe the diy after
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Abdul Jalil

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan

Khaleda-Hasina last
face-off at JS today

STA¥E CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and
Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina are likely to have their last
face-off of the eighth parliament
today when they deliver their
windingupspeechin the House.
Senior lawmakers of the ruling
BNPand opposition Awami League
(ALY yesterday hinted that both the

leaders will talk on various issues
and may trade blame for the pre-
vailing political crisis ahead of the
next parliamentary election sched-
uled forJanuary.

The two leaders may also talk
about the electoral reforms issue
and dialogue between the BNP and
AL, the lawmakers said,

Leader ol the House Khaleda Zia

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

ENVOY'S INVITATION
US embassy
clears the air

UnB, Dhaka

A spokesman for the US Embassy
in Dhaka yesterday said they have
no desire tg mediate any political
process but would support direct
contacts between the ruling and
the opposition parties to
strengthen the prospects {or a

suecessful election.
Hemade theremarksresponding
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Condemned militants
won't be hanged in

this govt's tenure

All sought permission to appeal

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) militants con-
demned to death for killing two
judges last year will not be exe-
cuted during the tenure of the
present government as all the
convicts have sought permission to
appesal against their sentences.

The Supreme Court registrar
yesterday ordered stays of execu-
tion of the death penalty of JMB
military commander Ataur
Rahman Sunny and Majlish-e-
Shura member Abdul Awal follow-
ing their special prayers through
the jail authorities for leave 1o
appeal,

The decision marks the end of
the fevered speculations whether
the militant kingpins would be
executed within the term of the
four-partyalliance government.

Of the sevenmilitants convicted
of murder, six are behind bars while
Arif, theother one, isstillat large.

Although the convicts had
earlier said they would not file any
appeal with the worldly courts,
they have grabbed at the opportu-
nity to appeal against their sen-
tences that were confirmed by the

High CourtonAugust 31.

Sunny and Awal submitted their
prayers to the Dhaka Central Tail
authorities on Monday, three days
after expiry of the seven days’ time
since reading out of the death
warrants to the convicts.

. The jail authorities sent the
prayers to the SC Registrar Fazlul
Karim yesterday.

The SC registrar later sent sepa-
rate letters to the home ministry,
jail and the other authorities con-
cerned, ordering postponement of
the execution.

He told The Daily Star yesterday
that he had passed on to the
authorities concerned the admin-
istrative orders staying execution
like he did in cases of the con-
demned IMEB Chief Abdur Rahman,
Majlish-e-Shura member Siddiqul
Islam alias Bangla Bhai, Khaled
Saifullah and suicide bomber
Iftekhar al Mamun.

Supreme Court officials said that
in line with the apex court practices,
the execution of the death penalty
was temporarly stalled, pending
the acceptance of the petitions for
hearing by the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court.
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Please contat for booking !
Bushumdbara City Toaver, Level -

onling.com Website : wmhnshundhnngmupmm Muotijheel Olfice
Bashundbara RAA, Dhaka- 1229, Phone

ar Bashundhere asweet home of your own...and a B and New Car

A!mm with each booking of plot or flat at Bashundhara Baridhara or Riverview project
Gift Package of 21" color TV, Refiigerator and DVD Players:
Plus Special Price Discount per Kath... 8

L1 13/KadL, Panthapath, Dhaka -

¢ BHI4061, BRENT2Y, RE14071, 9BEAR4S, Fax .
LSA Office: 5300 West Sahara Ave. Suite I{ﬁ Las Vegas, Nevada-B89146, USA. Toll Free : 1800-506-8344, Tel: 702-227- 8007, Cell: 702-21 - 2839 Fax: 7022531004

GRYHRYS, River View Siw

Please visit Bashuncihara Baridhara or
River View Project before taking the
y final decision for biying Plot or Flat,

any where in Dhaka City,

© DBH, IDLC & National Housing loan facility is available
EAST WEST-PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT (PVT) LTD, (An Enter prise of Bashundhara Group)

Opening

At

Banani, Dhaka
From
Tomorrow
Introducting ......

Junior Collecti

:_ﬂﬂl ” 'l""rr Floors ( ';hops;]
_I ARA canter

Mirpr road,
Dhanmandy;

D
Call: 0171

WWW.s

pulisdancing.com

Mfac Hasnabad, Keranignng f,\‘e;u Bangladesh ('Iu'nn, Friendship Bridge-Buriganga Bridge-1), I‘Ih::ln.'.'.. Phone

The country's
single largest residential
project and the first-ever

RAJUK approved residential
entity under private sector
residential project's land
development code

of 2004.

Booking of Plot or Flat only at 2 5, 000/"'

The rest amount is payable in §{) long-term instaliments

1215, Phane : 811E775, D125570, 9128810, 9112405, §114506, 8112854, 9124260, 9111945, K1 15921, 8115371, 8115182, 9112340, Fax - 91 Jw.« E-amail = ewpedihul-
Sena Kalvan Bhaban (4th Floor), 195, Motifheel CA, Dhnkas 100G, Phone - 9555999, 7122614, 7125188, Y569793-4, Fax : 95069172, Bashundbary Birddhaga Site Ol

Plot # 12, Block-A,

741994946

3 04 b!'ﬁ??d- new.
NISSAN

ff you are fucfey /

7 orporgte & Motijie

are full day closed on Frufar
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