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British Prime Minister Tony Blair and his wife Cherie Blair, centre, receive Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf,
right, and first lady Sahba Musharraf, left, at Chequers, near Princes Risborough on Wednesday. Chequers is the
country residence of the British Prime Minister.

Potential row over Pak
terror charges defused

Says Blair

AFP, London

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
claimed Thursday to have defused
a potential row with Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf over
claims that his country's intelli-
gence services are backing Islamist
extremism.

A spokesman for Blair said
Musharraf had accepted that a
think-tank report which contained
the allegation did not represent the
view of Britain's government,
following talks between the two.

"President Musharraf accepted
straight away that this document
was not a reflection of British gov-
ernment policy so there was no
need to discuss it any further," the
spokesman told AFP.

The issue had threatened to
make the pair's two-hour evening
meeting at Chequers, the prime
ministerial retreat outside London,
astormyone.

The contentious report was
written for the Defence Academy, a
British defence ministry think-tank,
and claims that Pakistan's Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI) is indi-
rectly supporting extremism in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Britain by
backing the MNA, a coalition of
Pakistanireligious parties.

Musharraf, who seized power in
a 1999 military coup, strongly
denied the claim in a BBC interview
Wednesday.

"Absolutely, 200 percent, | reject
it," he said. "l take exception seri-
ously and | would like to talk about it
(with) Prime Minister Tony Blair
when I meethim."

The paper was leaked to the
BBC, which said it was written by a
senior military official linked to
Britain's foreign intelligence ser-
vice, MI6, who went to Pakistan on
a fact-finding mission in June and
interviewed army officers and
academics.

"The army's dual role in combat-
ing terrorism and at the same time
promoting the MNA, and so indi-
rectly supporting the Taliban
through the ISI, is coming under
closer and closer international
scrutiny," the report said.

"Indirectly, Pakistan, through the
ISI, has been supporting terrorism
and extremism whether in London
on 7/7 orin Afghanistan or Iraq."

Four British Muslim suicide
bombers killed 52 people in a series
of attacks on London's public
transport systemon July 7 last year.

At least two of the bombers had
visited Pakistan, where it is sus-
pected they had contact with
extremist groups.

The report also proposes using
high-level links between the British
and Pakistani armies to persuade
Musharraf to step down and accept
free elections and persuade the
army to dismantle the ISI.

Palestinian unity cabinet
efforts in jeopardy

AFP, Gaza City

Efforts to form a Palestinian unity
government, seen as key to solving
an unprecedented crisis, are in
jeopardy over entrenched differ-
ences with Hamas, a Fatah party
spokesman said yesterday.

"Talk of a national unity govern-
ment is not serious now," Maher
Migdad told AFP, more than two
weeks after Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas and Prime Minister
Ismail Haniya agreed on a policy
outline for the incoming govern-
ment.

Talks have been flung into limbo
over Hamas's refusal to soften its
stance by unequivocally agreeing
that the future government recog-
nise Israel and past agreements
signed between the Palestinians
and the Jewish state.

"l cannot say that there has
been progress in any sense,"
Abbas admitted to reporters on a
visitto the Qatari capital.

Back in Gaza, Migdad charged
that Hamas had "reneged" on the
agreement reached between
Abbas and Haniya on September
11 over a platform for a unity
cabinet to replace the Hamas-led
administration battling interna-
tional boycott.

He said talks between Fatah
MP Rawhi Fattuh, who was sent by
Abbas as a special envoy to the
Gaza Strip to meet Hamas leaders,
did "not reach common points".

"Hamas is now asking that a
number of points, such as the Arab
initiative, be changed, which has
brought matters back square one,"
he said.

Under a proposal adopted by
the Arab League in 2002, the Arab
world would normalize relations
with Israel in exchange for a with-
drawal from Arab land occupied
since 1967 and a negotiated solu-
tion to the Palestinian refugee
issue.

The

international community

insists that any future Palestinian
government recognize lIsrael,
renounce violence and abide by
past peace agreements before
lifting a six-month boycott slapped
on the Hamas-led cabinet.

Khalil al-Hiyyeh, the head of
Hamas's negotiating team, con-
ceded that there was a persistent
"crisis" in efforts to stitch together a
new government.

"There is a continuing internal
crisis over forming the national
unity government," he told AFP.

Hamas "informed Fattuh of its
commitment to forming a national
unity government and to the out-
lines agreed by Abu Mazen
(Abbas) and Prime Minister Ismail
Haniya, with the exception of
differences over the Arab peace
initiative," said Hiyyeh, also head
ofthe Hamas parliamentary block.

But he called for more negotia-
tions to solve the impasse and said
there was still hope the talks would
succeed.

Amnesty slams abuse
of Pak terror suspects

AFP, London

Rights group Amnesty International
condemned yesterday the abuse of
terrorist suspects caught in
Pakistan, saying hundreds had
"disappeared,” while others were
tortured or sold on to US authori-
ties.

In a report the London-based
group said bounty hunters routinely
help arrest suspects, who are then
sold on abroad including to the
United States' infamous prison
camp at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

"The road to Guantanamo very
literally starts in Pakistan," said
Amnesty's Claudio Cordone,
commenting on the report.

"Hundreds of people have been
picked up in mass arrests, many
have been sold to the USA as
'terrorists’ simply on the word of
their captor, and hundreds have
been transferred to Guantanamo
Bay, Bagram Airbase (a US base in
Afghanistan) or secret detention
centres run by the USA," he added.

Pakistan has supported the US-

led global war on terrorism since it
was launched by US President
George W. Bush shortly after the
September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks on New York and
Washington.

As part of this Islamabad has
deployed some 80,000 troops
along the border with Afghanistan
to hunt down Taliban militants and
al-Qaeda fugitives, thought to have
sneaked into the rugged region
after the Taliban fell in late 2001.

But Amnesty alleges that, in
cooperating in the 'war on terror',
"the Pakistani government has
systematically committed human
rights abuses against hundreds of
Pakistanis and foreign nationals."

"Hundreds of terror suspects have
disappeared after being taken into
custody, many by Pakistan's intelli-
gence services," said the report.

"Alarge number of war on terror
detainees have been literally sold
into US hands by bounty hunters
who have received cash payments
in return, typically 5,000 US dol-
lars," itadded.

Abe maps out Japan's

foreign policy

AP, Tokyo

Japan's new nationalist prime
minister pledged Friday to make his
country a decisive force on the
international stage and push for a
reduction of tensions with China and
South Korea.

In his first speech before parlia-
ment since winning the premiership
in a landslide vote Tuesday, Shinzo
Abe also vowed to move ahead with
revising the pacifist constitution and
exploring a collective defence
system with the United States.

Abe has struck a chord with the
public by campaigning on a populist,
nationalist agenda: He wants a
more confident Japan that can
distance itself from post-World War
Il guilt by amending the constitution
and giving the military a bigger
international profile.

"l believe it's entirely possible to
create a country brimming with
attractiveness and vigour, while
maintaining the noble virtues of the
Japanese people," he said. "l aim
for a country that is trusted, revered
and loved by the world and asserts
itsleadership."

Abe's Liberal Democratic Party

has long campaigned to replace the
pacifist constitution drafted by US
forces after World War Il to revise
phrasing that renounces the coun-
try's right to offensive action and
bans maintaining a military for
warfare.

He also vowed to push for better
relations with China and South
Korea. Tokyo announced on
Thursday that Abe and South
Korea's president have agreed to
meet soon, and his aides are trying
to arrange a similar meeting with
China's leader.

"China and South Korea are
important neighbours," Abe said.
"Strengthening relationships of trust
with the two countries is vital to Asia
and to international society, and |
believe it is important to communi-
cate candidly and in a forward-
lookingway."

But he reiterated his hardline
stance against North Korea, refus-
ing to establish diplomatic ties with it
until its past abductions of Japanese
citizens are resolved.
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Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (R) and Foreign Minsiter Taro Aso (L) bow to members of the House of
Representatives after Abe's first policy speech at the Diet in Tokyo yesterday.
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The world's first female space
tourist Anousheh Ansari is
helped out of the Russian
"Soyuz TMA-8" space capsule
after safe landing near Arkalyk,
some 300km from Kazakh
capital Astana yesterday.

First woman
space tourist
returns to
Earth

AFP, Arkalyk

The world's first female space
tourist was greeted with fresh
fruit and a bouquet of roses
when she and the two crew
members of the 13th
International Space Station
mission landed yesterday in
the steppes of Kazakhstan.

The capsule carrying
Iranian-born American
Anousheh Ansari, Pavel
Vinogradov of Russia and US
astronaut Jeffrey Williams
touched down softly at 0114
GMT north of Arkalyk, shortly
after sunrise.

Bush concealing
level of Iraq

violence
Says Woodward

REUTERS, Washington

The Bush administration is concealing
the level of violence against US troops
in Irag and the situation there is grow-
ing worse despite White House and
Pentagon claims of progress, journal-
ist Bob Woodward said in advance of a
new book.

Insurgent attacks against US-led
forces in Iraq occurred, on average,
every 15 minutes, Woodward said in
a CBS "60 Minutes" interview taped
for broadcast on Sunday.

"It's getting to the point now
where there are eight, 900 attacks a
week. That's more than a hundred a
day. That is four an hour attacking
our forces," Woodward said in
excerpts of the interview released
on Thursday before the release of
his book on the administration,
called "State of Denial.”

Lankan war imperils
civilians, tsunami aid

Says UN envoy

REUTERS, Colombo

Adeadly new chapterin SriLanka's
two-decade civil war is putting the
lives of thousands of civilians at risk
and derailing efforts to rebuild
areas devastated by the 2004
tsunami, a senior UN envoy said.

Nordic truce monitors on
Thursday accused both the gov-
ernment and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) of grossly
violating the terms of a now tattered
2002 ceasefire, saying both sides
were hampering investigations of
rights abuses.

"I am deeply disturbed by the
report of the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission that over 200 civilians
have been killed, and thousands

displaced, over the past two
months in Sri Lanka," said Eric
Schwartz, deputy United Nations
special envoy for tsunami recov-
ery, in a statement issued over-
night.

Many foreign aid groups have
had to abandon post-tsunami
projects in the northeast amid the
worst outbreak of fighting since the
truce, which has killed hundreds of
civilians, troops and rebels.

"Significant investments in
reconstruction, so generously
supported by donors around the
world, are now imperilled," said
Schwartz, deputy to the special
UN envoy, former US President
Bill Clinton. "More importantly,
many thousands of civilians are at

grave risk, cut off from regular
supplies of food and other assis-
tance."

"It is critical that all parties to
the conflict ease current restric-
tions on access to affected popu-
lations, cease hostilities and
return to negotiations," he added.

The government and the Tigers
insist they honour the truce and
accuse each other of trying to
force a full-blown return to a war
that has killed more than 65,000
people since 1983.

And while both sides have
pledged to eventually resume
peace talks that have been sus-
pended for five months, analysts
and diplomats fear violence could
well deepen first.

Democrats want to 'cut
& run from lraq: Bush

REUTERS, Birmingham

Battered by Democrats over a new
intelligence report, President
George W Bush fought back on
Thursday in an election-year
speech, saying Democrats repre-
sented the party of "cut and run"
from Iraq.

Without mentioning them by
name, Bush seized on comments by
California Democratic Rep. Jane
Harman and West Virginia
Democratic Sen. Jay Rockefeller as
evidence of what he called the opposi-
tion party's weak resolve on Iraq.

"Democrats offer nothing but
criticism and obstructionism and
endless second-guessing. The
party of FDR (Franklin D.
Roosevelt), the party of Harry
Truman, has become the party of
cut and run," Bush told more than
2,000 cheering loyalists in a
Republican fund-raising speech.

Bush's sharp attack suggested
he had been feeling the heat from
Democrats' accusations about the
war during an election campaign he
would like to keep focused on the
war on terrorism, but which they
would like to use as a referendum
onthe Iragwar.

The "cut-and-run" charge has
been used extensively by Bush's
allies but rarely by the president
himself.

The White House has scram-
bled to explain a new National
Intelligence Estimate that said
the Irag war had become the
"cause celebre" for jihadists,
breeding a deep resentment of
US involvement in the Muslim
world and cultivating supporters
for a global Islamic extremism
movement.

Democrats seeking to oust
Republicans from control of the
House and Senate in November 7
elections seized on that portion of
the report as evidence Bush's Iraq
war strategy is a failure.

"Democrats are using the NIE to
mislead the American people and
justify their policy of withdrawal
from lIraq," Bush said. "The
American people need to know
what withdrawal from Iraq would
mean. By withdrawing from Iraq
before the job is done, we would be
doing exactly what the extremists
and the terrorists want."

Democrats fired back.

"Rather than heed the warnings
in the NIE, President Bush politi-
cised this discussion and the
Republican Congress has stood on
the sidelines," said Illinois
Democratic Rep. Rahm Emanuel,
chairman of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign
Committee.

Bush said that if not for the Iraq

war, extremists would use other
means of recruitment, mentioning
cartoons of the Prophet
Mohammed that caused Muslim
outrage earlier this year.

"If we weren't in Iraq, they would
be using our relationship and
friendship with Israel to recruit, or
the Crusades, or cartoons," he
said.

Bush was particularly exercised
by a comment from Harman, rank-
ing Democrat in the House
Intelligence Committee, who said
this week that by fighting extremists
in Iraq, "it may become more likely
that we'll have to fight them here."

"History tells us that logic is
false," Bush said. "We didn't create
terrorism by fighting terrorism. Iraq
is not the reason why the terrorists
are atwar againstus."

He also chided Rockefeller for
suggesting the United States
should not have invaded Iraq in
2003 even if it meant leaving
Saddam Hussein in power.

"If this is what the Democrats
think, they need to make this case
tothe American people," he said.

Bush's speech raised $2.5
million -- $1.7 million for the re-
election campaign of Alabama Gov.
Bob Riley and the rest for the
Republican Governors Association.

Brother-in-law,
nephew of
Saddam trial
judge killed

AFP, Baghdad

The brother-in-law and the nephew
of the chief judge in the Saddam
Hussein genocide trial have been
murdered by gunmen in Baghdad,
officials said yesterday.

Government spokesman Ali al-
Dabbagh told AFP that he had
personally spoken to Judge
Mohammed al-Oreibi al-Khalifa and
had confirmed that Kadhim Abdul
Hussein and his son Karrar had
been gunned down late Thursday in
a flashpoint district.

"The brother-in-law and his son
were assassinated in Ghazaliyah
while they went to collect some of
their belongings. They have been
assassinated by some unknown
group,” Dabbagh said, confirming
reports from security officials.

Judge Khalifa is presiding over
the trial of Iraq's ousted leader
Saddam Hussein on charges of
genocide during the 1988 Anfal
campaign against the country's
Kurdish minority.

'US far behind
Iraq rebuilding
goals'

AFP, Washington

The United States has slumped well
short of its goals in rebuilding Iraq,
with production in the critical oil
sector still languishing below pre-
war levels, a government audit
warned Thursday.

Targets have also been missed
in expanding water and electricity
production and a third of Pentagon
projects are still to be completed,
the Government Accountability
Office said in anew report.

And as violence rages on, the
security situation may push recon-
struction goals further out of reach,
the audit said.

Defence Department officials
were partly to blame for delays, after
making "assumptions about funding
and time frames that later proved to
be unfounded," the report said.

And amid continuing accusa-
tions of cronyism in the US rebuild-
ing effort in Iraq, the report said that
at times the department "did not
take advantage of full and open
competition during the initial stages
of reconstruction."

QOil production, which Bush
administration officials once said
would help meet vast costs of
rebuilding Iraq was in August still
below levels reached under
Saddam Hussein.

Russian officials pull out of
Georgia in spying row

REUTERS, Tbilisi

Russia began pulling out some of
its diplomats and their families from
Georgia on Friday as the small ex-
Soviet state pressed spying
charges against a group of Russian
army officers.

A Russian llyushin cargo plane
landed in Thilisi to pick up some of
the several hundred people working
for Russia in the southern Caucasus
country and bring them home.

"More than 100 people will leave
today," Russian ambassador
Vlyacheslav Kovalenko, himself
recalled by Moscow, told journalists
in the Georgian capital. He said a
second plane was scheduled to
arrive from Moscow.

Four Russian army officers,
whose arrest by Georgia on charges
of spying for the GRU miilitary intelli-
gence arm sparked the current
crisis, were driven to a Thilisi courtin
aconvoy on Friday.

Relations with Russia, Georgia's
old Soviet master, have worsened
dramatically since pro-Western
President Mikhail Saakashvili came
to power in the 2003 "Rose
Revolution."

Saakashvili's pursuit of Nato

membership particularly irks
Russia. He himself has publicly
attacked Moscow, saying it supports
separatists who control two regions
of his country in South Ossetia and
Abkhazia.

The court has a straight choice
between continuing to hold them or
freeing them, as demanded by
Russia.

Police still surrounded Russian
army headquarters, focal point of
the crisis following the arrest of the
Russian army officers. The head-
quarters controls two Russian
bases, relics from Soviet times,
which are to be withdrawn in 2008.

A fifth Russian officer sought by
Georgia in connection with the
alleged spy ring remained inside
the military headquarters.

"Russia will not hand over
Lieutenant-Colonel Konstantin
Pichugin to Georgia," Kovalenko,
the ambassador, said.

The crisis in Georgia overshad-
owed a meeting between Nato
defence ministers and their
Russian counterpart Sergei lvanov
in the Slovenian coastal resort of
Portoroz on Friday.

After months of hesitation, Nato
agreed on September 18 to launch

talks on closer ties with Georgia
leading possibly to membership, an
outcome which angered Moscow.

"We don't want a row over this,
but clearly he (lvanov) will want to
raise the issue," said one Nato
source ahead of the meeting,
scheduled to discuss fledgling
efforts at defence cooperation
between Nato and Russia.

Russian ministers and media
have reacted angrily to what they
have described as deliberate
provocation from Saakashvili.

Apart from recalling its ambas-
sador, Moscow has advised
Russian nationals against travel to
Georgia, a small mountainous
republic of 5 million people.

President Vladimir Putin, away
in the Black Sea resort of Sochi,
has so far not commented publicly
onthe crisis.

Georgia has suffered serious
economic hardship, aggravated by
civil war, since independence from
Moscow, with power cuts, short-
ages and unemployment. An
estimated one million Georgians
work in Russia and send money
home, keeping the country very
much in the sway of its huge neigh-
bour.
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Indian tourists walk past closed shops in Srinagar yesterday as Indian Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) soldiers
stand guard during a strike called by the leader of the hardline faction of the All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC),
Syed Ali Geelani, against the scheduled execution of a Muslim man convicted over a December 2001 attack on the
national parliament.
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